







jMoRALITY is thaf.br^ch of science which 
proposes to'regiilatcf the-^actions of men. 

The Science of Morals differs from every other 
science in this, that ^t is not occvi^pied in the in¬ 
vestigation of what is*, or of what abtually exists i 
,5ii -*^he vDrld; but in the discovery ^hat 
ought to be, or qf what ought to exist. 

The excellence of history consists of its exhi¬ 
biting a correct deta‘> of what has actually^een^ 
doAe by men. ^t is the business of wh^,^ 
called Natural History ^to give jn account 
the plants,^animalfe, and minerals that are’-'fb be 
found in the world. Metaphysics, or the -natu- 
/•al History of mind, ought to Hesciibe the di^^ 
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aftd operations, of feeli^^ arrd 

their repulsions and combinations ^ and Asti^ 
nomy inquiry's into tlje magnitude and move- 
of the celestial boQies. Thus every other 


scienbe is employed in finding out facts, and 
'^presenting things as they are; but it is the 
bifllmess of JVTorahty, or moral science, to exhibit 
Ite^^yiew, not what men have done, but what 


they’ought to do; not wdiat they are, but what 
they ought to be. 


In forming a plan of conduct, a rational being 
must always consider tw o things ; .firA, the object 
or end whi<?h he proposes to attain by his actions ; 
and, secondly, t^^ means by wTliich that end is 
to be successfully pursu^. From this dis\mc- 
tion arises a divisiort morality isito the tw o 
following questioias: First, What ought we to 
regard as the «nost important object of human 
pursuit, or as the business pit" man in this w?oVld ? 
And, secondly By what means is tfiie objegt^:^ 
be attained.^ or how’ is our great business in life 
to be best fulfilled ? 


ISis eT4idciit.that the first of these questions is 
di^ost important. A mistake, with regarU to 
mat ought to be the chief and ultimate object 
ot human pursuit, must nece»aril - diminish the 
value of all our'exertions: For, in the great 
busmess of life, if we sef out in pursuit of a 
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ifvr«£^ object, the labour o^ our 5ays, a'nd our 
b^j ^^id ggitfies and:^asonings,;]%f^ll be^fruitlessly 
tJ»l|reKBraway. Even the vigour, the skill, and 
the perseverance we exert in pprsuit of lvhq,t is 
ultimately of no importance, will only render 
our conduct an exhibition of more strenuous 
and more consummate folly : • "VVhereas, when 
engaged in attempting to obtain what is truly, 
wortliy of pursuit, we shall at least be well" em¬ 
ployed, Every step we advance will'^be so 
much successfully performed^of the great busi- 
n^jss of life, and no part of our labour will be 
lost. In addition to this, it may be remarked, 
that whenlt shall oiice be decided in a satisfac¬ 
tory manner what that is which we "ought to re- 
ga^ as the object* of all our'efforts, and as the 
great purpose of our lysi^tenc.e, it will be easy to 
point out 5:he means of* pursuing and of attain¬ 
ing to it, as these means will be suggested by 
the very nature an^ character 6f our ultimate 
object of pursuit, and by the situation in which 
are placed with regard to it. 

The general opinion upon the subject is this^ 
that the great object which nature and reason 
teach men^to pursue in this world, is Felic^ity or 
Happiness; meaning by happiness a conth'ual 
succession of pleaj^ng thought^, emotions, an«^ 
sensations.* "This’opinion was entertained by all 
the ancient philosophers, although they differed 
widely about the best means *of pursuing happi- 
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ness, ^his o^inioi] has also been entcrtaip-ed 
by the ablest, or at least by the most popular 
modem writers; but they have endeavoured to 
engraft upon it^a system of universal benevo¬ 
lence, and have asserted, that the great object of 
every man’s pursuit ought to be to promote the 
individual and'general happm<Sss of the human 
ra^e. According to this system, therefore, that 
acti^ti is the best which produces, or has a ten- 
dency'^fc) produce, the greatest portion of felicity 
in the world; and^that action is the worst which 
produces, or has a tendency to produce, tlic 
greatest portion of misery. 

Xhis opinion, that happiry^ss is our Wisest and 
best object df pursuit, has been so generally dif- 
^fused, that the multitude off speculative men 
who, of late years, have employed themselves in 
the discussion of moral .ynd* political subjects, 
appear to have adopted it as an undoubted trutli. 
Accm-dingly, tht argument uniformly employed 
in favour of ancient institutkins is this, that they 
arc KCt;essary to the happiness of mankind; 
which will infallibly be lost for ever, if they be 
overturned. The argument, on the contrary, 
that used to picvad witli men to destroy tbe 
j^tjXitions of their forefather^ is of* a similar 
patuie. It is coincndcd, that these old establish¬ 
ments arc hostile to human felAily, aryd prevent 
mankind from enjoying all i!ie happiness of' 
•\tiich they arc capable. *kvcry government 
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promises felicity the nation which it rules, as 
the reward of obedience to authority > and every 
government, whatever its form or character may 
be, pretends that tlie object of* all its eflbrts and 

m 

aares is to produce tlje •general happiness of the 
people. 

But although* friankind have thus agreed in 
speculation to consider happiness, or a succession 
of agreeable thoughts and sentiments, as the only 
valuable object of hu an pursuit,-if' is never¬ 
theless true, that neither meju nor women, philo- 
«ojihers nor the vulgar, do, in practice, regard 
with much approbation either their own conduct, 
or the conduct of other persons, when they act 
upon this principle. We are so far from valuing 
i^^en in proportiftn to the pleasures and the de - 
grecs of delight that Hav^ been enjoyed by them, 
that we rfever est^em*lheir characters so highly, 
as when we.know that they have passed a life of 
toil iind anxiety,, have encountered pain and 
dftngcr without ruluctance, and have treated ex¬ 
istence Itself, and all its enjoyments, \<^tli con¬ 
tempt. It is the business ot the poets to record 
human sentiments and opinions w'ith cori'ectness; 
and to them, as they have ho philosc^hical 
theory to suppdst, it is fair to appeal upon this 
subject. Shakespeare reprc.sents Othello till" 
■Vloor as giving this account of the kind of court¬ 
ship by which he, ^though a black man, con- 
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trived to interest tire aflectit^ns of a beautifal 
Venetian worrian: 


Othello. Her father lov^'d me; oft invited me ^ 
Still question’d me the stocy of my life. 

From year to year ; the battfes, sieges, fortunes 
Xhat I h ave pass’d : 

Itran it througli, ev’n from my boyish days, 

T'o th’ very moment that 7ie bad me tell it. 

\Vher<^n I spate of most disastrous chances. 

Of moving^ccidents by flood and field ; 

Of hair-breadth ’scapes in th’ imminent deadly breach ; 
Of beinff taken by the insolent foe, 

And sold to slavery^ of my redemption thence. 

And portance in my tiavol’s lystory: 

Wherein of antres vast, and desarts idle. 

Rough quarrids, rocks, and hills ^h8se heads touch 
heav’n. 

It was my hent to speak^* STich^was the jiroccss. 

And of the cannibals that each other eat, 

Xhe Anthropoxihjigi ; and men whose heads 
Do grow beneath their shoulders. All thc^e to 
hear 


Worili^Desdemona seriously incline. 


But still the house-affairs would draw her thence ; 
"VV^hich ever as she could with haste dispatch. 
She’d come agaii*, and with a greedy ear 
IDe^f^ur up my discourse, which I observing, 
Xook once a pliant hour ; and found good meau* 
Xo draw from her a pray’r of ea..nest heart, 

Xhat I would all m^pilgrimage dilate; 

Whereof by parcels she had something heard, 
KuWiot intentively. *I did consent. 
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j:\nd often did begjiile her of her tears. 

When I did speak, of some -distress&il stroke 
That my youth sufleT’d. IVIy story 'being done. 

She gave me for my pains a world of sighs; 

She swore, in faith ’^was strange, *twas passing 
strange ; 

’Twas pitiful, ’twas wond’rous pitiful:_ 

She wish’d, she had not heard it;-^yet she wish’d 

That heav’n had made her such a man- She thank’d 
me. 

And bad me, if I had a friend that In \±'i TTTi, 

I should but teach him how tg tell my story, 

J^id that would woo her. On this hint I spake ; 

Site lov’d me for tlie dangers I had past. 

Othello, I. Scene S. 

PhilosoplK^fs rfiink like the rdst of mankind 
upon th.s subject. »Althovigh tliey begin their 
^y Mcnrs witli a dcclaa^ticKi that liappiness is the 
most valuable of all attainments; yet when thev 
afterwards coir.e to treat of human actions in de-^ 
tail, they nctCt fiiij. to appro'i'c of that conduct 
in which the greatest degree of integrity'and of 
vigour of mind have been displayed, however 
much misery it may have produced. The an- 
ciciit Tpicuicans were the cuily philosopheis 
v?lio ever'expressed themselves consistently*aipou 
this point. They asserted that Felicity, or a corj- 
tinual sufcessior? of pleasures, is the proper and 
most rational object of huma^i pursuit; and they 
boldly avowed, that'a man aets absurdly when. he 
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neglects his own ease ;ancl enjoyments on accoujat 
of any nopons of duty, integrity, or public 
spirit. But this opinion has always appeared 
odious to the conv^ion sense of manlcind. The 
Stoics, who were the g*Leat antagonists of th'y 
Epicureans, were less consistent. They aclcnovv- 
ledged, that our great business iii. this world is to 
produce happiness ; but they asserted, at the 
same time, that to act steadfastly and skilfully 
is the oi'tti'^^ia-luable object of pursuit. To re¬ 
concile these two opinions, they were under the 
necessity of alleging, that a wise and virte*>uo 
man is capable of being happy under disappoint¬ 
ment, sickness, exile, and tortures. The absur¬ 
dity of this assertion has cast a degree of ridicule 
^^pon the stoical philosophy, &ndt brought its 
pure and elevated precjjp^^ into no small dis^ 
credi’. 

The truth is, that in almost all branches of 
science mankind Succeed belle/ in practice tlian 
in theory. Practical men were for ages accus¬ 
tomed fo^extract the metals from their di/lereni 
ores, and at pleasure to reduce them back to a 
rate of ore or earth ; but it is only within these 
few years that phflosophers have understood the 
naLure'of the change that takes .place m such a 
pi3fi)cess; and doul^ls exist wh^her they undei- 
»stand it to tiiis hour. The samd thing lias liap- 
pened in morals. Ordinary men have found 
hlllw difficulty in discerning the conduct which 
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tHeir duty require^ them to.adopt ; though phi^ 
losophers have been mightily perplexed to find 
out a good reason for calling one action right 
and another action wrong. it ds always of 

weiportance, however, that our actions should bC 
founded upon rational principles, or that prac¬ 
tice and theory»should correspond, no apology 
can be necessary for an attempt to introdticfi 
greater precision and consistency into our con¬ 
ceptions concerning that which oug^'.-^cO be the 
employment of man in this ^^orld. 

It appears to me, then, that the great object 
which the human race ought to pursue, and the 
attainment of w'hich they ought to regard as the 
business of their lives, is not to produce happi- 
^ss, pleasure, or^elicity, in themselves or others - 
but that, on the contrary, tbe end for which they 
were formed, and winch alone they can pursue 
with success, is the improvement of their whole 
intellectual faculljes, w'hether 2peculati\'e or ac¬ 
tive. In one word, it is the business of man in 
this world to endeavour to become an •:^cellent 
being, possessing Iiigh powers’ of energy and in¬ 
telligence. This IS his chief good ; and ought 
to be tTie great and ultimate object of his pur¬ 
suit, to which^pvery other consideratiori ought 
to be sacrificed.^ 

If thiii princi\)le, that intellectual excellence, 
or the perfection of the miiid and of its rational 
po^vers, is the most important and valuable ‘ob- 
•'.cct of human pursuit, can be chsarly establish- 
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ed, it will follow, thq,t those ac^tions are good, anc 
right, and best, which produce, not happiness oi 
pleasure, but the greatest portion of knowledge, 
ability, and intellectual perfection in the world ; 
and that those actions are the worst, which prc. 
duce, or have a tendency to produce, not suffer¬ 
ing, but the greatest degree‘ctf ignorance, of 
Stupidity, and of intellectual weakness and de¬ 
gradation. It will even follow, that the rulers 
of natioiW (jiUiough they are seldom so well em- 
ployed^ do actually, misapply their labour, and 
mistake their duty, w'hen they imagine that theirs 
proper business consists in conferring felicity 
upon their fellow-creatures. 

I shall here endeavour to prove, that the great 
4,gsk, to the performance of whfch the existence 
of every man ought to ^e,*devoted, consists of 
two branches : first, to ^rftducfc the intellectual 
improvement of his own individual mind and 
character; and, Secondly, to .produce the im¬ 
provement of the minds of other rational beings. 

,1. Isf, In all undertakings, the first question 
among rational men is uniformly this; Suppo¬ 
sing us^to engagerin a particular pursuit, what 
prospect have we of success ? "Ulje object of the 
undertaking may he great and^valuable ; but if 
there is no reason to expect that fhe pur«uit of it 
can prosper, it is jiistly disie^ai ded as an idle 
projecj; that will ncve’V afford any reward for our 
'Sffo^ts. TLnis.is precisely tlie ca^o witli regiird to 
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happiness. Il is no doubt a fine thing if it could 
be attained ; but none ever pursued it with suc¬ 
cess. It is like the country in the romance, in 
which the stones of the field are all gems and 
g<^d, and in which overflowing plenty aboxmds: 
it is a fine country, but nobody can go there. 

It is scarcely rficcessary to attfempt to prove, 
by arguments, that a state of haj^piness canrtot 
be attained in this world The history of man¬ 
kind, both in ancient and modern tin?es, suffi¬ 
ciently establishes the fact. Some have expect¬ 
ed to find felicity in riches ; others have sought 
it from power, from pleasure, and even from fair 
and upri?^it conduct ; but they ha^i'e all been 
unsuccessful. Dlsappointi vents ITave av, aved 
t^em ; and bad health, ci c ii c: I'r.foresecn ca¬ 
lamities, have rendt^red the r f; uitless. 

Isven when no visible* cause of inf'' cif exist¬ 


ed, It has been found impossible to enjoy -t bi.^^h 
'degree of happiness for any lontg period, meix ly 
bfccause all human, pleasures diminish by a le- 
petition of enjoyment. 

Good health, and a natural cheerfulness of 
temper, produce as high a degree of hajipiness 


as we are capable of enjoying for any length of 
time. But thesf we cannot bestow' updVi our- 


Thre^ books have been written to demonstrate that 
happiness cannot be at^ined in this world. These are, £ic- 
ele«^astcs, by Solomon king of thfc Jews ; Candide, or.the 
Optimist, by Voltaire ; and Rasselas, by JDr Johnson, 
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selves ; althot^gh we may doubt throw tl#cn 
away. The true slate ot' the case seems to be 
this : A certain limited degiec or portion ot 
pleasure is enjoyed by man in this v.oild; but 
•this portioi^ or degree is.not produced by hunuen 
labour or industry. It is a gilt bestowed by the 
Author of our <2xistence, and umses not from any 
jcafili'ivancc on our part. It is even gi\en wdtfi 
little appearance of'discrimination. Xlie young 
and the the high and the low, the rich and 

the poor, the wise a^nd the foolish, ai'e all nearly 
upon a level with regard to it. Like the ram 
or the light of heaven, it comes freely, or not at 
ail ; insomuch, that those jnen \vho‘ have se- 
-lonsly engaged in the pursuit of happiness have 
v.mfoimly confessed, that all anx-.ety and laboui 
concern.ng it ai'e absiird, tliey er.joy it most 
..bo court it lea^t. 

for it a smguhir triuii, tbet the ds.eree oL 
t.appiiiess .■ hic h^nature be.toc/s I'lion us CcMinot 
Le increased by our exertioMs. 'I'hc liump'-ai: 
•'^rcha'*t, w'bo lives in a palace surrounded by 
^uxune'p but whose wants liave increased will: 
his riches, has little reason to boast of superior 
ielicily, to \ihat tJie Hotlciitot enjoys in his lull, 
in tiie Inidst of Ins cow's and his swine.* It is in 
vain to say, that this arises from an iiriproper 
rpode of pursuing })a.ppincss, ancf that ittought to 
oe sought in ihc piaifticc of \ irtue. Il is not true, 
tbrg men always men'ase their felicity in pro 
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porj-ion to their progress in nloral vforth or intel¬ 
ligence. An ignorant man often sleeps very sound, 
and enjoys good health, without feeling any want 
of more knowledge. If the stupid have less plea¬ 
sure, they have also less .uneasiness than the re- 
tiecting and the acute. Xo be pleased with 
ourselves, is unqi\f^stionably one* of the highest 
of all cr»/oymcnts. A virtuous man tastes tJiis 
pleasure in the possession of a good conscience j 
but it must be admitted, that a fool also tastes it, 
m its most exqtiisite degree, in the possession of 
complete self-conceit, or of an unmeasurable 
vanity. Xherc is a flow of spiiits which often 
falls to th^ lot of the stupid and the guilty, that 
produces more complete felicity, ^nd affords a 
belter defencC against uneasiness'and care, than 
.ni the wisdom, or e\’cn fortitude, that c , er wa-? 
possessed, by maiv. who laboured unsuc- 

ces,fully to preserve the freedom of his coun- 
^try, was probably no happier.than Cmsar who 
wverturned it : And there is little doubt, that a 
profligate, possessed of hcaltli and thgu^htless 
Mvacity, is as happy a being as a hfewton, em- 
biacingthc universe in his svibhme conception ; 
and is far happier than llic \ wi'tuoi;^ elder Bru¬ 
tus, wdicVi avenging lii.s coimliy of the ertmes of 
his owm children. It is no good answer to tins, 
lo say, .that tlit* happiness of the latter is of a 
higher than that (if tl.«c former. "We can- 

:u)t be more than fully bijst, Xhc minds of 
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jnen differ widely in point Sf intellcctncil wortn 
and accomplishments; but'they differ little in 
point of hhppiness. A. happy child does not en¬ 
joy less pleasure than a happy man ; and a 
happy fool is as blessed as a happy plnlosophey. 
Activity^and self-approbation, which constitute 
our best and most steady ple^spres, arc enjoyed 
in»perfection even by childien ; because clnl- 
drert are never at rest : And as every object is 
new to them, they arc continually learning 
something; and are therefore continually im¬ 
proving their mindL If a man could be always 
active, and aUvays discovering new truths, lie 
might hope to be as happy as a child ; but he 
could not be happier : for children take as 
much pleasure in exertion as*he* can do ; and 
they are as much delighted.with themselves and 
their discoveries, as li*‘ .possibly, be with 

himself and his discoveries. It is not possible, 
however, for a man of mature age to be as hap¬ 
py as a child. He is no longer surrounded by a 
world •fjled wdth novelties. He cannot make 
discoveries of new truths at every step. Hence 
hTs activity must gradually diminish ; and his 
progress in , improvement must become more 
slow. • At mature age, therefore, we can no 
lojigcr enjoy, so frequently, some of the best 
pleasures; I mean*those whiclf firise fr 9 m acti¬ 
vity and from self-applause. But let us not en¬ 
vy the little children, on this account. If' they 
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Jiave many pleasui^s, they iiave ^so many vex¬ 
ations. If our pltfasures afe fewer, we possess 
greater self-command, which prevents our gi¬ 
ving way so readily to uneasiness. Thus there 
is a compensation of ^ood aAd of evil in all 
the situations and ages of life. A certain por¬ 
tion of happiness^is given to us Joy nature ; and 
that portion we cannot greatly augment. 

The contrary of all this takes place with re?- 
gard to the perfection of our intellectual cha¬ 
racter. It is not bestowed, but may be gradu¬ 
ally acquired. We are all* born equally igno¬ 
rant, and equally feeble. Some do indeed ap¬ 
pear to j*ossess more quickness of apprehension 
than others ; but this inequality is easily recti¬ 
fied by supeifior, industry ; And those men never 
Tail to attain to the highest degrees of intellec¬ 
tual excellence,, wRo •pursue it steadily, and 
make it most completely the business of their 
liv cs. An infant has none pt it. A man al¬ 
ways has a portibn of it ; and he is always ca¬ 
pable of acquiring more of it than he actually 
possesses ; for there is no end of the decrees in 
whicli it may be attained. 

'I'hfs being the true state of thinjrs, it is evident 
that happiness cannot, in this world, be ^iustly re¬ 
garded as a rational object of pursuit, as it must 
always^ be pursued in vairf. The great error 
with regard to it consists in supposing that it car* 
be attained, or that it caij be increased, by our 
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ctibrts, and in*fox'geUing mar it canmit be pur 
chased by a price ;* that \\ h^rev'cr it conics, ii 
comes as a»gift from heaven ; and that our na 
ture cannot rise by industry to the possc-ssiou of 

dr it* dint an excellent or i/i^- 
proved mind is never given : It is always pur¬ 
chased ; and thp progress we are capable of ma¬ 
king in it is unbounded- 

2r/, On considering this world attentively, it 
does not appear to me, that its Contriver and 
Author ever intended that we should enjoy hap¬ 
piness in it. Xo flnderstand tliis clearly, we 
must take a view' of the actual slate of the uni 
verse around us. If the Author of tht» uni vf rsc 
fias formed aU things precisely in the way th.it 
'vould contribute most comp to render U' 

happy, and has cautiously, avoided w-haicx ei 
wnuld render iis othcr^^sd ; ^hen tht;re is no 
doubt, that to produce our felicity was the great 
object whicli had in view at our creation ; 

.•nd we cannot go far wrong^if we pursue wdia* 
Supren^e Wisdom is pursuing ; indeed w'e must 
nuvo'tdi^ily err if we flo otlierwise. Jiut, on the 
^ csitrary, if wc shall find ti.aL tliis world is not 
med to render j.is happy, but that it is accu- 
nUely ajid skilfully contrived for improving our 
intellectua] nature; it will tlicn lET>llow that this 
is *the object for wiiich we w'ct« created; and 
•consequently, that our Creator points out this as 
our most valuable pursuit ; Snd an objeef 
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'which, if we do not^attain, he will* have formed 
us in vain. 

The very form of our world is host*le to the 
idea, that its A-uthor created it for the purpiose 
of producing happiness^ to the human race ; 
Else why are vast regions near the poles render¬ 
ed uninhabitable^Ijy cold? or why are burning 
desarts produced in the middle regions, or a too 
rapid luxuriance of vegetation, which is still 
more pernicious to life ? In what are called the 
temperate climates, why is one half of the year 
sj^ent in anxiously and laboriously accumula¬ 
ting food to support existence during the sterility 
of a long winter ? Why is the face of the earth 
covered ^vith rugged mountains; anchthese moun¬ 
tains made the*nvyseries of poisonous plants and 
tJIh dens of savage beasts P Why is the land di¬ 
vided by .'Stormy QceaJ^s^ and the.se oceans fil¬ 
ed with tlevoui'ing animals P 'W^hy are we 
brought into the world with pain ; and while 
vv^ remain in it, Exposed to destruction by so 
many thousand causes ? Of what use is jbe the 
endless variety of diseases with which w^ are 
assaulted, which w'e little kmow'^ how to avoid, 
much less how to cure, and scarcely how to 
jAlliate ? "W^hy are the affairs of this world so 
arranged, that by* war, by shipwreck, or by un¬ 
friendly climatesi,* the lives afid the welfare of 
thousands are daily sacrifice,d with a degree of 
apparent w^antonntJtes, w'hiclj would lead us to 
VoL. I, B 
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suppose that ^ they are of n6 importance in tbi 
eyes ejther of Go^ or msn f—If Ms be our sJ^ 

tuatiooff ^fter reason has done so much for us^ 
we may, without rashness, believe that tlie ear¬ 
lier state o£ the worl^ was much worse. Xhe 
first men were continually exposed to be de¬ 
voured by wild beasts ; they ^ were swept away 
by pestilence ^ they perished by famine; or 
they kept each other in constant alarm by bar¬ 
barous animosities^ In our present improved: 
state of civilization, we have not yet obtained 
much to boast of in point of felicity. Every 
man must no doubt, on this head, judge for 
himself, and will estimate the world and its en¬ 
joyments ^ he has seen or found them ; but, in 
general, it is a stafte of toil and -of care. They 
who attempt to render it any thing else, and to 
enjoy a life of uninterfypted pleasure, soon find 
that they are struggling against nature ; and it 
is well if they, create not to themselves more 
misery than they wished to avoid. A. long ti^aiYi 
of payiful distempers derive their origin from 
pursuing without restraint the pleasures which 
our senses seem to offer to us. The pleasures of 
affection are tjie most approved, and not the 
least* powerful that our existence afibrds; "yet 
they certainly do, in a great :^easure, operate as 
snares to betray us into anxieties which we might 
Qtherwise have escaped. ^The calamities of 
hose who- dear to us become our own ^ and 
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a very affectionate mind is^nGcessarily a soun 
of cfjsq uictu'c/e, fri etynseq of condj 

tion upon which ev^ry human connection is 
formed, that it must ofie day Ijje dissolved by a 
s^ire, but doubtful, period of mortality. Evert* 
the pleasures of science are purchased by much 
anxious labour, •a«id often at the expenee of 
health, or at least of that gaiety of spirit whith, 
is the soured of the highest pleasure! In short, 
it seems very clear that we never were intended 
to enjoy arty high degree o^ happiness in this 
•^orld; ahd that if life were hrtly valuable on 
account of the pleasures it bestoWs, a wise man, 
who had balanced -^ell its pains and its joys, 
would be so far from regarding it as a state of 
existence contrive to produce felicity, that he 
■would scarcely accC>jj^t^it a gift worth accept¬ 
ing. 

Xhe idea, however, that the world was form-* 
ed merely for the purpose of bestowing happi- 
rtoss upon man, its .noblest inhabitant, is very 
ancient, and has been very*generally re<a^5jted. 
It is highly flattering to human vanity, and pre-^ 
sents the character of the IVTaker of the universe, 
in the pennt of view in which w* are»most will¬ 
ing to consider it.. But this most importarTt ob¬ 
jection to it was very early perceived : How, 
comes it to pass**that pain and misery have 
found their way into a world that w^s contri¬ 
ved for no other purpose than? that 6f csenferring 
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happiness ? This question, <4oncerning the ori-»^ 
gin oF physical evil, or oF suffering, has in all 
ages perplexed mankind It becomes more 

puz-xling, when it is recollected that eiijoyments 
^nd sufferings are not •conFerred according to 
any rules oF justice j For the best men are oFten 
extremely unFortunate, and eveci unhappy. To 
get quit oF this difficulty, the ancient Persians 
asserted that there are two gods, the one good, 
and the other evil; that the good being crea¬ 
ted man, and wisl^s to render him happy, but 
that he is not able to protect us entirely against 
the efforts oF the evil being. The story among 
the Greeks, oF the box oF Pandora, F^m which, 
when it was opened, all the evils which now 
exist flew out, is a contrivatice oF the same 
kind ; and our Europe^n^ancestors very sagely- 
ascribed all the misclfie^*theft occurred in their 
times to the Devil, and his associates the witches. 

Hut the mode in which rnen have most gene¬ 
rally attempted to reconcile the existence oF 
plj>Siiretil evil, or sufFering in the world, with the 
/uipposed liurpose oF its creation, is this : They 
have, added a second supposition to the first. 
I he^ confess that, by some cross accident, the 
Author oF ISTature has not suq,ceeded *in His be- 
• nevolent plan producing happiness in this 


Sec Appendm at the end of this Chapter. 
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world ; but they ^lege thut He* will certainly 
produce another world, or a future state of ex¬ 
istence, after this shall have terrrunated, in 
which every error \\ ill be recti^ed ; those who 
now are the disturbers of human happiness wili 
be punished, and the rest w^ll enjoy perfect 
felicity. 

It must be obvious, however, that this account 
of matters is very unsatisfactory. We know 
the Author of Nature only from His works ; and 
if He has not succeeded in the plan upon which 
He formed this world, it is e^'ident that He may 
Tail in the plan of making a better world. 

But, ork the contrary, if we consider this world 
as formed, not to confer felicity, bmt to train up 
beings to intellectual energy and excellence, 
^ery difficulty vanishes; the propriety of our 
situation become% ; and the works of 

the Author of Nature appear complete and per¬ 
fect. Considered in this poii\t of view, care 
imd toil are no evfls, as they are justly number¬ 
ed among the best means of moral impro'^oment. 
'I'he cold and the sterility of the polar regTons, 
the burning heat of the tropical sun, the dry de- 
sart, th« rugged mountain, and the^ devouring 
cfcean, are valuable engines for calling forth the 
intrepidity, the perseverance, the skill, the fore¬ 
sight, and all Ute best energies of the humarl 
mind. The severities of a long and barren win¬ 
ter compel us to st Sidy the course of the seas,ons. 



U1.11MATS OB JSC r 


2j2dyjsc tf> sJJ the arts c^binected with subr 
aistence or accommodation. Foisonous plants 
MS and. afford itic l^cst malciials 

o§ the healing ait. The fierceness of wild beasts, 
ihe fury of war or of pestilence, and all the evils 
that befal humanity, are only so many proofs 
that the Author of our natuje^ prefers our in., 
telieetual improvement to our happiness. 

The whole error upon the subject appears to 
have arisen from mistaking the means which 
Nature employs for the ends or purposes wliich 
she designs to accomplish. In every work of 
art, the end or object which the artist has in 
view is distinguished by its superior permanence 
and stability* from the temporary means which 
he uses for its - production. \^then the house is 
finished, and the scaffolding taken down, we can 
easily perceive that the*^<^&hldirig was erected 
for the house, and not the house for the scaffold¬ 
ing. The pain, of hunger or thirst,^ and the 
pleasure of eating and drinkftig, are both at an 
end a«^oon as we have gratified those appetites; 
but^tiie health and vigour which arise from 
proper nourishment remain. Hence a rational 
being can^easil;y perceive that hunger is not 
given-for our torment, nor is the pleasure of 
eating bestowed as a source of*Ifappiness: They 
are only given as the means txf preserving our 
constitution in a sound state. The same rule 
obtains with regard, to all ouV enjoyments. 
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jgtv Jed to exertion ^jy the ht^ye o£*pJe£tsurc j but 
the pleasure vie receive terminates with the ex¬ 
ertion, although the improvement wJilcb it pro¬ 
duces remains and is permani^t. For, in all 
l^uinan efforts, whether, speculative or active/* 
two things take place; a certain degree of* con- 
triv'ance and of yigour is exerted; and a certkin 
degree of pleasure or of uneasiness is felt. ‘If 
the effort is fircquentljr repeated, we learn to per¬ 
form it with greater ease ; if it is a bodily effort 
of a moderate kind, our strength is increased in 
consequence of it; and if it is^n effort of thought, 
the frequent repetition of it augments our inge¬ 
nuity and»vigour of mind. The case'is directly 
the reverse with regard to the pleasure or the 
pain which our exertions produce. Actiyity is 
usually pleasing; but-every repetition of a par¬ 
ticular exertion din^islies the pleasure or the 
pain which it originally produced, till at last 
they are scarcely, if at all, perceived. Thus 
ojar exertions procftyce pleasure, but a pleasure 
which is continually diminishing; and ^ the 
same time they produce improvement, but an* 
improvement which is continually increasing. 

We ought to regard the Contriverpf our con- 
sfitution, therefore, neither as a malevolent*being 
who has devised* a system of misery, nor as a 
being who wisho(f to produce *mere pleasure or 
felicity for its own sake ; but as a skilful artist, 
who delights in the diffusion of mind through 
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the universe, and who has contrived this world, 
for the purpose of training up men to the pos¬ 
session of intelligence. Pleasure and pain seem 
to be almost eqijal in his eyes, and to be vised 
indifferently, as they best promote his grand 
purpose of creating energy of character. Ex- 
ces.sivc pleasure subdues the saytd, and weakens 
its* vigour in a greater degree than excessive 
pain. Accordingly, care is taken that excessive 
pain shall more frequently exist in nature than 
excessive pleasure. At the same time, it is evi¬ 
dent that the Author of our nature has no design 
to distress us unnecessarily; for the ordinary 
state of our existence is agreeable ‘upon the 
whole, and 8ur constitution is so contrived, that 
we shg.ll never long endure intolerable misery, 
as it soon destroys life suffering together, 

Xo train us up gradually to* become vigorous 
and enlightened beings, it was necessary that we 
should be induced to encounter and to contend 
against the greatest possible yariety of difficulties 
anc^O^evils. Xhe human mind is, therefore, 
^placed amidst just as much happiness as is neces¬ 
sary to raise it above despondency, and to en¬ 
courage it to petf-form with vigour its appointed 
business; while, at the same time, the* anxieties 
tind labours it is destined to * encounter, are 
usually so proportioned to its sii’ength, as neither 


to subdue it by their severity, nor suffer it to fall 
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thus only held out|as allurfement^ to engage us 
in more severe labours. Vhe passion which 
unites the sexes, for example, is, no doubt, very 
pleasing. Its delightful hopes^and fears have, 
^ every age, formed th§ favourite subject of th^ 
poet’s song: yet we know to what serious situa¬ 
tions it leads, and how much anxiety and toil the 
greater number of men and women undergo for 
the sake of their families. It is thus that the 
Maker of the Universe employs every circum¬ 
stance in our situation to lead us to the exertion, 
and consequently to the improvement, of our 
faculties. Our passions, our miseries, our wants, 
our fears,* our pleasures, and the very structure 
and revolutions of the globe whiclf we inhabit, 
are "all made subservient to this great end. "We 
]?iay, therefore, safely conclude, that for this 
purpose we werew cr/^Ted, and placed in this 
world, that we might gradually become more 
excellent and more perfect beipgs; and that to 
produce this intelfectual improvement or excel¬ 
lence in ourselves ought to be th§ great 
of our lives. 

II. But the Author of this ^Tgorld Jias so con- 
frived th^ general system, that no part (Jf it is 
formed for itself alone. Xhe grass and the 
trees grpw not-^or themselves; they are the 
food and the shelter of tribes of animals. These 
animals, however, do not .live and grow for 
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themselves; tRey aVe, in the^r turn, the food of 
other animals, whic^i would ^rish, did they not 
hnd living* prey to devour. It is not for himself 
alone that the horse possesses swiftness and 
Strength; neither is it njerely for his own bene¬ 
fit that the sheep is covered with wool. All the 
parts of nature*are formed as^ ^arts of a whole; 
and every part has a reference to some other 
part. Man is not exempted from this general 
rule. The male and the female are obviomly 
formed for each other, and both of them for 
posterity, and that ^sterity for a future posterity 
without end. Thus are we connected, and in¬ 
duced to labour for each other, while she uncer¬ 
tainty of ovjr existence renders us continually 
sensible that we are doing so.a We are under 
the necessity of providing for subsistence and 
accommodation during,S^^ife,of threescore and 
ten years; but we are never sure that we may 
not die before \p-morrow. Thus are we com¬ 
pelled to build, that others Viay be sheltered. 
We ny^t sow^ the seed, though we know that 
knottier may reap the harvest; and we accumu¬ 
late treasures to be enjoyed by others. Even 
the dinner ^for ^-day, which we have ' already 
prepared, may be eaten by another. ^ Thus a 
man in society is like a stone m‘a wall, of little 
value, excepting in so far as hc>igives or receives 
support. In this light the Architect of the uni¬ 
verse beholds us: ajid could‘we see ourselves in 
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the same point of| view that He*does, that is, 
with unbounded intelligence, and in relation, 
to the universe, we too would regard ourselves 
and our labours in the same light; and as then 
most valuable, when our influence is highest in, 
pioducing the welfare of others, and enabling 
them to fulfil the purpose of their existence. 

1st. But if we are to labour for the welfare 
of others, it is in vain that we labour to produce 
their felicity. is not left to be* bestowed by- 

man ; a certain portion of it is given by na¬ 
ture. We may diminish th^t portion, indeed, 
and contrive to distress each other in a consider¬ 
able degrue; but we can add little to each 
other’s natural happiness of temper or character. 
Even the mischif;f that we might do is guarded 
against by nature, partly by rendering indivi¬ 
duals formidable U) other, and partly by 

the effect of habit and of time, in gradually 
spreading the healing balsam qf oblivion over 
all human sorrows. 

Proud and powerful men have son^etimes 
supposed that the happiness of mankind "Ue-* 
pended upon them, and that they, by their skill, 
could roar a splendid fabric of^hunyii* felicity. 
But they‘have never failed to do harm, ^heir 
laws to promote population and marriages have 
depopuldted thoir territories ; their laws to 
encourage industry have proved restraints upon 
commercial activity; and law-s by which 
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they meant to'produte plenty have discouraged, 
agriculture. It, has, at last, been found, that in 
what concerns external prosperity, and the 
abundance of if^e comforts of life, Natvire must 
i>e left to herself; and, that the wisest- continent 
which statesmen, and the ralers of the world, can 
adojit, is to pmduce no mis;phief by their ill- 
judged interference. 

Xhe case is very dillerent with regard to the 
improvement of our intellectual nature ; for in 
that we may labour for each other \Mth good 
hopes of success, * We daily see the difference 
Avhich education produces upon men : iiut the 
superiority which the well-informed possess over 
othep, is often to be considered rather as the 
merit of their teachers than ofihemsehes. TL'lie 
contriver of a system of superstition diffuses 
darkness and folly over* "l^CiTf Uie hum an race for 
ages. Xhe author of a system of truth nutv , m 
the same manijer, diffuse reason and a. i^dorn 
widely in the world. Men ‘are, indeed, at all 
tirnesjj^o closely connected in society, tliat then 
influence in the formation of ca^Ii r)ther’s < ha- 
racters cannot avoid being very great ; and tiie 
intercourse^ of rginds, by the in\ention of punt¬ 
ing, is now rendered so easy, that alitiost c\cfv 
man, possessed of leisure and of respectable ta¬ 
lents may exert Himself succc'ifetullv for tl.e im¬ 
provement of a great por lion of his ta ntempi - 
raries at least. 

-Id, Neither ouglit our exertions for the nn 
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provement of otheijs to be i^garddU as altogether 
gratuitous, or unnecessary to our own advance¬ 
ment in intellectual excellence. XHe progress 
of the human mind is abundantly slow; but it 
i^ould be still slower, cy rather it would never 
take place, were every man to labour for him.- 
self as a solitary md'vidnal. A few unconnected 
remarks upon some scattered objects would*be 
tlie utmost height at which any science W'oulcf 
arrive. Unprotected and weak, because alone, 
instead of the master of the inferior creation, 
^tnan \\ould be a timid ancf feeble animal, des¬ 
titute both of art and vigour. It is by the com¬ 
munication of observations that science is formed ; 
it is by a combination of efforts tlfat arts exist; 
and it is by acti»g among his equals, and taking 
*i share in their enterprises, that man discovers 
and iin]no\es his. poX^HB- Little improvement, 
ho\\e\er, can be made in the society of ignorant 
and unculti\ated men. Xo advance ourselves, 
^\e must prevail with others to do the same, that 
an adequate field may be iirovided for Qj*r exer- 
tions, and that fellow-labourers maybe obtaindQ 
in our extensive occupation. Lnlightened and 
accomplished men are formed,by tjie society of 
cacli oirter, or b^ a commvinication of thoughts 
and discoveries. While we labour to teach 
jilicrs, Y* c adop# the surest means for bringing 
our oun knowledge to perfection and our facul- 
ics tc:) maturity. L^ cn foi; his own sake, there- 
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fore, every in&ividudl ought instruct the rest 
of mankind, and to prevail with as many of 
them as possible to engage in the great business 
of intellectual iipprovement. 

Sd. As a farther indUicement to this kind 
exertion, let it be remembered, that of all the 
objects which the universe contains. Mind is the 
most excellent. Xo endeavour to produce 
highly improved minds, is, therefore, the most 
excellent employment of human industry. Xo 
make a porcelain jar or a vessel of chrystal, is a 
more valuable effort than to make a brown pit¬ 
cher or a wooden dish; but to produce wisdom, 
or to convert ignorant and^ weak into enlight¬ 
ened and ettergetic beings, is not only a more 
valuable exertion than any of •these, but it is a 
true creation of what is rnpst valuable in the 
imiverse. Compared fco is •illustrious labour, 
which appears to be the occupation of God, and 
a task which He accounts worthy of his provi¬ 
dence, all other cares diminjs^ into folly. 

Th^ ^reat business or employment, therefore, 
"Trhich Nature points out for man in this world, 
and which ought to be the ultimate object of his 
pursuit, is tjvofol4; to labour to promote the in- 
tellecthal improvement or excellence of his own 
character as an individual, and endeavour to 
produce the same worth or ejfcellencf in the 
characters of other men. Xhe one of these can¬ 
not be successfully performeef without the other; 
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and when united, i^cy form the ilhost important 
puFsuit in which a rationaT being can occupy 
his faculties. 

^ After all, however, ijt must be confessed, th^ 
the view now given of the object on account of 
which the human,race were created, and of tlie 
business in which tliey ought to be occupied, is 
not without difficulties. Xhe most obvious 
these is that which results from the prepossession 
of th^ human mind in favour of pleasure, and 
from the difficulty of imagining any other ob¬ 
ject, w hich a being of boimdless power and intel¬ 
ligence could propose to himself in the creation 
of the universe, than that of diffusing felicity. 
In the pursuit truth, however, it is our duty 
tb disregard every such prepossession or preju¬ 
dice. It is certaip ti^? J.his world is not formed 
for the direct and immediate purpose of con¬ 
ferring felicity; and that the pjjrsuit of this ob¬ 
ject is not pointed* out to its inhabitants as their 
proper business. It is to be observed, heswever, 
that I have here staled w hat I accotuit the grea^ 
Law of Morality, or the regulating principle of 
human«conduet, only in a general^and rather 
jV)pular manner. A part of the difficult now 

alluded to \\ ill fanish, when the consequences of 

• 

the general dootrine here maintained come to 
be considered in detail, that is, when it shall be 
made to appear thSt the pursuit and the acqui- 
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sition oF intellectual impr|ivement naturally 
tend to produce a certain measure of Felicity ; 
and that there is even reason to suspect, or rather 
to believe, that the intellectual universe is so con- 
^txucted, lhat this pursi^it is neces^ry to the en¬ 
durance, not merely oF enjoyment, but oF exist¬ 
ence itselF, 
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REMARKS ON THE BOOK OF JOB, 


Ix appears that, in every period oF history, 
speculative m^ji have been extremely per¬ 
plexed by the difficulty \vh\ch they found in 
recon^ling the character of boundless benevo- 
••lence, which they ascribed to the Deity, with 
the state of suffering, or of physical evil, in 
which inc^^vidiials and nation^ frequently find 
themselves placed in this world under his go¬ 
vernment. It is a singular ciVcumstance, that 
the most ancient book, whicht* perhaps exists in 
the world is a philosophical poem upon this 
subject, I mea^i tlje Book oV Job. As the opi- 
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jiiorv^of its being iruptrecl has preveht^d pbilo- 
sopliers and ciitkrs from giving to it that atten¬ 
tion to AA'hich it is entitled fi'Oiti its* poetical 
mci It, its higli antiquity, and the importatice of 
the rcasoningi v,hn_h it containsr I- shall here 
shortly state its contents, and the principle 
which it is written to illustrate. 

Xhe Bock of Jo*b IS a dramatic poem. Xhi? 
speakers in it arc six in number, ^ iz. Job him¬ 
self, three old men, his friends, f.lipimz, Bildad, 
and '/.ophar, and a young man, his friend, called 
klihu’ last t)f all, God hiipself is introduced as 
a character irt this diama. Xhe plot, or story, 
IS simple. Job, the hero of the piece, a man of 
great, or rather pcrtect virtue, suffers almost 
every human cahyriity. His children are de- 
strc!bed, his property is lost, and he himself falls 
into bad Iieallh. Jn situation his three 

aged friends and his young friend come to com- 
ftirt him. ■'J'he subject of their conversation is 
the celebrated qucstiVm concerning the origin of 
the evils .ind sullerings w'hich men endure in 
this woild, and wliether \hev do not a^ioid u 
good reason for impeacliing the justice of divine 
pfovidenoc ? 

Job begins the dialogue, liy complainiiTg of 
the hardship of h^5 situation, and by cursing the 
day of his ^hirth, and hi^. biuh *tself as a cala¬ 
mity. He IS answered by his aged friend Kli- 
phaz, w^ho tells him,' that the c.v^ls he endures 
VoL. 1. C 
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are inflicted +)y Providence^ as the punishment 
of his sins. Job, in reply, justifies his complaint 
against Providence, and asserts the integrity of 
his past life. He is answered by another of his 
friends in the same strain with the former, 
^ob replies as before; and thus the dialogue 
proceeds, till .each of the old men has spolcen 
tiyice, and two of them have spoken three times. 
Job always replying to each of them. They 
continue to assert, that the evils of life are in¬ 
flicted as the punishment of guilt; and therefore 
conclude that Job mi|^t have been a great sin-- 
ner. Job, on the contrary, persists in defending 
the uprightness of his own character, and in 
alleging that he suflers' unjustly. His last 
speech is a long one ; and rjotwithstanding the 
lapse of ages, and the difference of our manners 
from those to which jie^alli^des, his description 
of his former prosperity, of the integrity of his 
conduct, and of the reverse of fortune which he 
iuul experienced, is truly irfteresting. “ "When 
“ I V ent out to the gate, through the city, when 
“ T prepared my seat* in the street, the young 
“ men saw me, and hid themselves; and the 
“ aged arose, and stood up. The princes re- 
“ tiiKned talking, and laid their-’ hand *-011 
“ their mouth. The noble'‘s ‘held their peace, 
“ and their totigue cleaved to the roof of 
“ their mouth. When the ear heard me, 
“ then it blessed me; and when the eye saw 



TO chapter first. 3'i 

me, it gave witn»*ss to me';_ because I delivered 
“ the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and 
“ him that had none to help him. Xhe blessing 
“ of him that was ready to parish came upon 
‘i me: and I caused the widow's heart to sin^ 
“ for joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed 
“ me: my judgnj.ont was as a rbbe and a dia- 
“ dem. I was eyes to the blind, and feet w^ I, 
“ to the lame. I was a father to the poor: and 
“ the cause which I knew not, I searched out. I 
“ brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked 
“ the spoil out of his teeth. Then I said, I shall 
“ die in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as 
“ the sand. IVEy rojot was spread out by the 
“ waters, and the dew lay all niglit upon my 
“ branch. My g4ory was fresh in me, and my 
•“ \)ow was renewed ir^ my hand. Unto me 
“ men gave ear, aild wViCed, and kept silence at 
“ my counsel. After my Words they spake not 

“ again.”-“ But now they that are younger 

“J:han I, have me in derision, whose fathers I 
would have disdained to have set wi'^ fx the 
“ dogs of my flock.” Towards the end of this 
speech. Job challenges heaven itself to accuse 
him : “ O that one would hear me ! tkat the AJ- 
“ mighty would answer me !” 

Job’s three aged friends at length relinquish . 
the vain attempt tf> convince him that he suffers 
for his sins, and hojd their peace. Upon this 
.^is young friend Elihu, who*had hitherto pre- 

C "2 
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served a respectful silence, tikes up the subject 
upon a diderent ground. He does not allege 
that the evils of life are inllicled as punish¬ 
ments, nor does fie at all pretend to explain the 
o^iuseof them; but he a«sserts that we are not en¬ 
titled to accuse Providence of injustice on their 
account, seeing wc know so» Jittle of its ways, 
,anfl are altogether ignorant of the natuie and 
character of the maker of the world. After 
Elihu has proceeded to a considerable length in. 
his discourse, and ^has demonstrated our igno¬ 
rance of the intentions of Providence, and the 
impropriety of attempting to censure an admi- 
nistratioir which we do riot unders'land, God 
himself speaks from a whirlwind. He adojit" 
the argument of Elihu ; and ki a s’-yle of ra}7id 
interrogation, w'hich is Jiighly poetical, enume¬ 
rates a great variety of ^'le wonders that exist 
in natuie, and demands of Job whether he 

emderstands, or €can explain them ? 

_ ■» 

The result of the whole .is, that Job acknov- 
ledg;^his error in having censured that Provi¬ 
dence whose mode of government he docs not 
comprehend. God is angry w'ith Job’s three- 
friends foiv having found no better solution ot 
his rhfliculties, and Commaijds therh to oll'er 
sacrifice, and solicit the prayers of Job in their 
favour; but Elihu is not cenkured, because hi.s 
argument was correct. Job’s fortunes are all re¬ 
paired, and he endc his days m great prosperltv 
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It IS to be obserTed, that at the beginning of 
tiie book, a story in prose, of a very mytholo¬ 
gical and suspicious aspect, is introduced, which 
is altogether inconsistent with general pur- 

gose of the poem. Xl^e poem endeavoui's ^ 
prove, that the sufTcrings of a just man like Job 
-ire altogether inexplicable, in consequence of 
onr ignorance of^the designs of Providence; but 
that this ignoi'ance ought to prevent our accu- 
'>ing the uthor of the orld of injustice ; where¬ 
as the two prose chapters explain the cause of 
Job’s sufferings very clear^, by representing 
them as having arisen from a dispute- between 
<Jod and •the Uevil, in which God defied the 
Devil to tempt Job to sin. The il accepted 
the challenge, oi* condition of being allowed to 
toi merit Job as much as he pleased. The 
Devil \\as unsucxrcsiWiifor although Job 
doubted the justice and the wisdom of dicine 
Providence (^which he had some,reason fordoing, 
if this story was Irqg), yet he still I'ctained his 
piety and resignation. Trom the inconsjMtyicy 
between this introductory piece of liistory anS.‘ 
the sublime sentiments contained in the rest of 
the w'o rk, we may well doubt the rgithenticity, 
oV a part at least, of the two first chapters of 
the Book of Jol5, and suspect that the Christian 
clergy huve acted very rashly in receiv ing them 
into the canon of the tacied ^ciipiurcs. 
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CHAP. II- 

THE QUALITIES WHICH CONSTITUTE MORAL 
PERFECTION. 


Having said so much about the improvement 
and the perfection of our intellectual nature, I 
think it necessary ^:o state particularly what I 
regard as the qualities which constitute this per¬ 
fection. 

The energies which exist and act in the hu - 
man form are of two kinds ; voluntary and in¬ 
voluntary. Our involuntary powers or energies, 
are those employed io'^^onveying the blood 
round our bodies, in digesting and circulating 
the aliment, in jierforming the various secre¬ 
tions and excretions required* by our constitu¬ 
tion, im enlarging or diminishing the cavity of 
tHe chest for the purpose of breatliing, and in 
other efforts necessary to life and health, which 
proceed without any choice on our part. 

Our •voluntary powers, on the cont»ary, are 

those which are exerted in consequence of an 

act of will : As When we exert ourselves in 

* 

judging, in contriving, in resisting pain or plea- 
- ure, or in moving out bodies.^ 
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Althovigh the subject has not been sufhcicntly 
investigated to authorise our forming a decisive 
opinion upon it, yet it appears extrdmely pro¬ 
bable, that the same energy by ^which we judge 
:yid act also carries on^ the involuntary move¬ 
ments of our constitution. Nay, it is very pos¬ 
sible that the greater number of these move¬ 
ments are originally voluntary ; although, Jby 
the effect of habit, they at last proceed without 
any consciousness of an effort on our part. But 
however this may be, it is to be remarked, that 
our voluntary p)Owers are the only part of our 
constitution, in the regulation of which mora¬ 
lity is concerned*. A certain portion of corpore¬ 
al perfection, that is, of health, is r*o doubt ne¬ 
cessary to every mtellectual effort. But this we 
.cannot confer upon ourselves. Health and bo¬ 
dily vigour grow* ui\ to maturity within us 
ithout our contrivance ; and after a certain 
period they irresistibly decline,and pass away, 
f^very man’s busiiiess, with regard to them in 
his own person, consists chiefly in doing no 
harm to his health, and in avoiding unneces^ 
sary exposure to hazard ; for beyond this our 
cares cmi be of little service, ^nd it is absurd 
ro vex outselves in vain. 

Intellectual e^fcellence, or the perfection of the 
human mjnd, corxsists of the two following qua¬ 
lities : First, Of a capacity to think, or to judge 
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clearly ; and, -secondly. Of a^caj’^vcity to act vi¬ 
gorously. 

The first of these qualities js usauily callecj 
Jjatelligence or Wisdom. In an extensive sense, 
it implies, when ascribed to an individual, tliat 
be has cultivated his rational faculties ; that he 
possesses a spe/culative knowledge of himself, 
and of hi§ situation in this world ; that he fras 
“learned m judge v. ith accuiacy of the constitu¬ 
tion of Nature, and of the course of those events 
that occur aiound Ui. ; that lie knows the con¬ 
sequences and the*’ aJv'antages to be derived 
from them ; and that he di..cerns, in oidinaiy 
life, the kind of conduct wliiieh is wortliy of 
preference, and that which* ought to be reject¬ 
ed and avoided. We ai'e borij destitute of tin 
quality ; because we are born ignorant. It i^ 
produced by exerting. original energy or 

capacity for acquiring intelligence, which the 
Authoi' of our cjDiistitution has bestowed us the 
groundwork of our rational hatiire. The pos- 
sessiorfc of it confers a degree of obvdeus excel- 
'l^nce and dignity, which all human beings, and 
even the brute creation, seem disposed to re¬ 
spect. 

The*second branch of intellectual perfection 
is known by the appellation of self-command, 
or energy of mirfd or fortitude. It consists ot 
such a degree of power over our own feelings, 
of firmness or strcAgth of mind, as enables 



M<iKAL rjCRFi-C TIOX. 


41 


us to execute wirfi vigour whatever wisdom 
di reels. It is in vain that we know' what is 

right, if fear, indolence, love, hatred, or any 
partiality, or any weakness, rervier us incapable 
oing what reason requires to be accomplisj^b- 
ed, or of sulfering what it commands us to un¬ 
dergo. Kortitude, or that energy wdiich en¬ 
ables the mind to command all its feelings, rmd^ 
to bend its whole powers towards a particular 
eifort, is necessary to the acquisition even of 
wnsdom itself: for valuable knowledge is not to 
be attained, nor the human understanding highly 
improN'cd, without much patient investigation ; 
austaining*frv^jin many plcasuies, and sti uggling 
against many picjudicc^, which mu?t lender the 
first part, at lea^t, of the progress often hard 
and uiipleasing. ^ 

Wisdom, then, or .v\il4 to discern proper oh- 
jeets of puisuit, and proper means of pursuing 
them, together with fortitude, ca* vigour to pur- 
£j.ic these objects wn(,h steadfastness, form the two 
great branches of human excellence. >?ci^her 
docs it appear that any quality or accomplish¬ 
ment, besides these two, can be necessary to 
form a ‘‘perfect being : For to Vnovi and to do, 
on all occasions, what is perfectly rational and 
w ise, is to be perfect. 

By thq terms and petfection^ how¬ 

ever, as an object^ of human pursuit, I do not 
mean any visionary state oJ'.absolute w'isdom or 
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absolute perfection, which «s to lift mankind 
above their proper sphere, or alter the ordinary 
arrangements of social life. It is not excel¬ 
lence, but a gra 4 ual and natural progress in ex- 
«:;^lence, that is the perfection of man. He 
who is advancing in this progress is not indeed 
absolutely perfect, for he is not a god ; but he 
possesses relative perfection. He is what the 
Author of his nature intended him to be ; and 
for that reason he is good and perfect in the 
place which he holds in the universe. d'hat 
place, with respect to himself, may and ought 
to be continually changing ; for he ought to be 
advancing steadily highqr. But in the eyes of a 

s. 

being who c^n discern effects in the their causes, 
and foresee the end frorr, knowing the begin¬ 
ning, every part of his existence is beautiful 
and right; and he is equ^lly^ in every part of 
it, an object of approbation. If the acorn had 
never budded, the pride of the forest vyould 
have failed 3 for the oak would never have 
reai^d^its stately form. The contrivances and 
t^e sports of children, by which the mind puts 
forth its first powers, and tastes the pleasures of 
exertion, are as necessary and as valuable a jiart 
of the 'order of nature, and of our intellectual 
progress, as the more profound schemes, the ha- 
xardous enterprises, and the solemn business of 
our maturer years. ^ 

T^erhaps cvcn thi'i‘simple ^vision of intellect 
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tual perfection into wisdom and fortitude was 
unnecessary. Wisdom alone, or an enlighten¬ 
ed understanding, might be understood to in¬ 
clude all excellence ; as self-coqimand or forti- 
tvyle means nothing moje than wisdom carri^ 
into action. A clear discernment of what is 
good from what is Qvil, of what is‘valuable from 
what is worthless, *of what is rational from whet 
is absurd, naturally produces an effort to pur¬ 
sue the one and to avoid the other. Accord¬ 
ingly, when a man is irresolute and wavering 
in his conduct, it is because his reason hesi¬ 
tates, and his judgment is undecided. He is 
distracted by contending passions or opposite 
interests; which, if they do not blind^is rational 
perceptions, yet throw such a mist before them, 
■4s'prevents his discerning his true situation with 
that clearness and ceiVvnty which is necessary 
to firmness and determination of mind, A man 
of an intrepid and vigorous clviracter, on the 
contrary, is a man w^o discerns, or imagines he 

discerns, clearly and decisively what is fittest 

* ^ 

to be done. Xhus the character of the under¬ 
standing justly fixes the character of the con¬ 
duct ; and that conduct is the hest jivhich ex¬ 
hibits the • highest degree of vigorous intelli¬ 
gence, or of wisdom embodied into action. 

I may Jiere consider for a moment the dis- 
p\ited point, how far great virtue is necessarily 
connected with great talents qr ability.^ 



-i4 WHICH CONjTlIUTt 

Xhe word 'virtue has an ncnbiguous siguitica- 
tioii. In general, however, it means excel¬ 
lence, or‘rather that kind of excellence w hich 
is most highly ■v;alued. Among the Greeks and 
Romans, it signified coyrage or intiepidity in mi¬ 
litary enterprises ; among the modern Ita¬ 
lians, it means taste ; appliotl to women, it has 

t 

been used to signify the single viitue of chas- 
tisy; a’^d among the poor in this country, in 
foxmer imes, it meant frugality. By modern 
philosophers or moraiij*>, the word 'vitttie his 
been very gencially employed to signify good 
intention, or an attempt to do what is right. 
Xhis explanation has arisen from considering 
mankind a? acting under certain laws prescii- 
bed either by society or by the Author of their 
existence. By the laws of civiii/.ed nation', 
nobody can be punishoU who docs not posi¬ 
tively intend to violate the law' ; and hence it 
has come to be supposed, that to mean or in¬ 
tend well is virtue. 

Xhbse notions have all arisen from a defec¬ 
tive idea of Vvhat constitutes the perfection of 
the human mind. Courage, good taste, chas¬ 
tity, frugality, £iud an honest intentioil, aie all 
good qualities ; but taken separately', they «lo 
not constitute excellence or \i'oi-th. A brave 
man may be a robber; a irran of good taste 
may be a cheat ; a cliastc woman may be pro¬ 
digal ; and a frugal'woman may be immodest ; 
a well-meaning man may be very weak ; and 
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a man of resolution may entertain very bad 
purposes. 

It is chiefly in consequence of the mischief that 
persons called men of talents ofteij do in the world, 
tl;tat virtue and ability Ivvve come to be con^ 
dered as distinct qualities. But the perfection 
o'f our nature, as already stated, Consists pf two 
things ; wasdom, and self-command or fortitude. 
If a man possess wisdom, which enables him to 
discern what is good and fit to be done, he is so 
far a virtuous or excellent being ; but if he 
want self-command, that is, if he is led aw'ay 
by his passions, and want resolution to do w’hat 
he approves, he is so^ far a defective being, and 
destitute of excellence or virtue. Wisdom also 
consists of two branches ; a man may discern 
cfearly what ought to Jbe the proper object of 
human pursuit, aitd •may seriously wish to 
promote the improvement of himself and others. 
Sa far lie is a wise, a viituous, and a well-inten- 
tjoned man ; but if he want discernment or 
skill to perceive the proper and adequate hitmans 
of attaining to the great object of w hich he ap¬ 
proves, he is so fai destitute of w isdom ; and 
consequently he so far wants woith or virtue. 
He may even do rpuch mischief by ill-judged ef¬ 
forts in support of a good cause. On the contra-^ 
ry, a mau may be very skilful and dexterous in 

devising the best jneans for accomplishing his 

* 

designs ; and to this extend he unquestionably 
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possesses wisdom or virtue? and excellence of 
nature ; but if he is the slave of his passions, 
and blinded by them, and pursue what is not 
truly valuable, ^he is so fur destitute of worth ; 
his mind is irrational, for it approves of what is 
not worthy of approbation, and the labour ot 
his life can produce nothings valuable. 

When the words virtuous, ^ood, and rights 
then, are hereafter applied in this Work to hu¬ 
man actions, I wTsh them to be thus under 
stood : That action is virtuous, and good, and 
right, which is well adapted to increase the in¬ 
tellectual perfection of our nature, or to aug¬ 
ment the quantity of wisdom and of self-com¬ 
mand thatexist in the world ; whereas that 
action is vicious, evil, and wrong, which has 
a tendency to render qur nature imperfect, by 
producing ignorance, *er<or, ’and weakness ; or 
which has a tendency to diminish the quantity 
of improved mind or intellect that is to be 
found among men. In other v/ords, I under- 
stand*virtue to mean intellectual excellence ; 
and that an action is virtuous when it is pro¬ 
ductive of this excellence. 

The woed dii^y may also here be taxen no¬ 
tice of, as it is often applied j:o human actions. 

J^t means, in common language, 'any service that 
is due, or that ought to be performed by an in¬ 
ferior to his supeiior. It is,borrowed from re¬ 
ligion, and proceed^ upon the supposition that 
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we ought to acquire all virtue as a service duft 
to God. \Vhen the word hereafter occurs, it 
will be used as synonymous with virtue, or to 
express what reason or what ^wisdom requires 
us to perform. Xhis remark is only made for 
the sake of precision, as the common acceptation 
of the word duty ^ far from be«ng erroneous ; 
for reason is a Idw given by the Author of this 
world for the regulation of our actions ^ and to 
■obey reason is to obey Him. 


CHAP. HI. 

or FORMBR SYSTEMS OF MORjM.IT 1 . 

« 


T HE ancient philosophers, as ^already remark¬ 
ed, considered happiness as the ultimate objec^t 
of human pursuit. Xheir systems of morality, 
therefore, were so many devices for enablitT^ 
men to attain to this end in the most successful 
manner. 

Xhe Spicureans asserted, that happirxiss was 
best found in ease and sensual pleasure ; and 
therefore that men ought to ‘direct their whole' 
ellorts towards the attainment of these objects. 
But the followers of Plato,*Aristotle, and Z^nO, 
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alleged that happiness is be.st found by acting 
rationally, or according to piopriety. Hence 
they represented propriety ot condvict as the 
great rule of morality. 

The Platoi^ists contended, that the human 
rmnd or character consists of three parts, and 
that virtue consists in acting upon the principle 
of ^'ustice towards each of these*parts. The hist 
part consists of the more vehement passions, 
such as ambition, pride, or revenge. 'I'he 
second consists of passions founded on the love 
of pleasure, such as*the bodily appetites and the 
love of ease. The lliiid and mo^t excellent 
part of our constitution is tlic leusfin or under¬ 
standing. »l'ii<5y asserted, that human conduct 
is only to be regarded as pioj^jcr when the two 
orders of passions arc exerted m their due de¬ 
grees under the domjniyn reason ; when 
pride leads us to act with intrepidity, but not 
with rashness; ^nd when the love of ease leads 
us to caution, but not to cowardice. A man of 
a sound judgment, acting in this balanced and 

A- ^ 

rational manner, was said by them to live accord¬ 
ing to propriety or justice. 

Aristotle.mal^s the great rule of moiality to 
consist* of habitual moderation of conduct. 
tue, said he, consists in a middled course ; for all 
extremes are faufty or vicious : courg.gc is the 
middle point between rashness and cowardice ; 
frugality stands.betjv^een avarice and profusion: 
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anci magnanimity between arrogance and pusil¬ 
lanimity. iVristotle diflcred from. Plato chieily 
in this, that he insisted greatly upon the impKirt- 
ance of good habits of conduct > whereas Plato 
ei'y:erLaincd a higher idea, of the importance <if 
W'ise and rational opinions upon all subjects. 

'I'hc Stoics entertained v'cry sublime concep¬ 
tions of the perfection to u hich it is possible £cft 
man to rise in this world ; and the rules of con¬ 
duct laid dovni by them are, u ith very few 
exceptions, extremely excellent. They directed 
men to seek felicity, not in the success of tlieir 
viishes and etforts, but in the part which they 
acted, and the manner in which they conducted 
ilicmsclvcs. “ Life,’’ said they, “ is a*theatiical 
exhibition: It is ®f no ii^portance whether you 
represent a king or a Ijeggar, providing you- 
“• play your part bctiutifuHy and well,” Upon 
this principle they recommended the most patient 
acquiescence ip. the wall of Prowidcrice, or the 
onjer of nature, as the highest wisdom. “ If 
” you are the commander of an army,” *a:^ 
they, “ do your duty with attention and fide- 
“ lity. If you Eire successful, it is w ell; if un- 
“ succcssftrl, it is equally well. The.gods 
“ quired y5u to do, your duty, and you Tiav« 
“ done it wath applause. The^ success or the 
“ failure of,your efforts are nothing to you; for 
“ these the gods ha^l reserved in their owp 
“ hands.” “ A. man who acts thus,” said th« 
Vnx. I. 
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Stoics, “ can never be disappointed or unhappy % 
“ for he disregards the events of life as matters 
“ over which he has no controul ; his felicity 
“ consists in his own conduct and sentiments, 

which he can always command.” 

As the ancient philosophers represented the 
pursuit of hdppiness as the proper business-ol 
fnan in this world, they coulti not deny the pro¬ 
priety of self-slaughter, when committed by the 
unhappy. 'The Stoics highly approved of the 
practice, as the happy means of escaping from 
all the evils of life ; and it is a singular circum¬ 
stance, that no ancient writer, either among the 
Greeks, the Romans, or the .Jews, has expressed 
any disapprobation of it. 

In modern times, several siltempts have been 
made to lix upon som^"“ general principle or rule 
of moral conduct. T>r4Clark, for example, as¬ 
serts, that the great rule of morality consists in 
acting accordning to the relations of things; or 
the fitness of applying certain actions to certain 
tilings, or relations of things. Woolaston alleges 
that we ought to act according to truth, or tlic 
true nature of things, considered as they are, and 
not as they a»e not; that is to say, ought to 
treat our kindred, not as sfrangeys, V hich they 
are not, but as our kindred, which they actually 
aic. Shaftesbury maintains, like tive Tlatonists, 
that the great principle of iporality consists in pre- 
sf^rvinga proper balance amongall our affections; 
so that no^jie of them may exert greater influence 
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ttliiti oF right belongs to it. An ingenious 
author, William Godwin, has lately attempted 
to Found a system oF morality upon this princi¬ 
ple, that in our whole conduct wwe ought to act 
tpwards ourselves and otjhers accordihg to stric t 
justice, and that we ought to petForm towards 
every man precisely what is due‘to him. 

These systems are all erroneous in two poiAts 
of view. So Far as they represent happiness as 
the proper object oF human pursuit, they send 
us upon a vain chace to catch a rainbow that 
retires as we advance : So Far as they represent 
propriety or reasonableness oF conduct as the 
great rule oF moral^ action, they are deFeettve, 
inasmuch as they ailbrd no precise fneasure by 
u'hich this prop:*iety o^ reasonableness can be 
judged oF. 

Propriety, utility, fitness, truth, or justice, can 
never be the Foundation oF a system oF morality, 
or become objects of pursuit; because they are 
rjothing in ihemsel.ves, being merely lelativc 
tcims, \,hich allude to something else. 'That 
conduct IS proper, useful, or lit, which is proper, 
useful, or Fit For producing some cllect. The 
cffccTt', ftien, is the important object»fco be pur¬ 
sued, and* not the^ utility, litness, or propriety, 
which mean nolhing in themselves. Even the 
word truth expresses no real object, and only 
refers in general to^the actual past, present, or 
Future state of the objects which the universe 

D 2 
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contains. Justice, in the same mannei*, always 
refers to something else. It consists of a w illing- 
ness to every man his due. But though 

it were granted |;hat we ought to act Justly, the 
qu^tion would still retpru. What is that which 
we ought to regard as justly due, or to be per¬ 
formed by us to every man ? . 

il'he systems of these modern authoi's, there¬ 
fore, are altogether defective, as they afford us 
no standard or measure of propriety, fitness, 
truth, or j-ustice. Xhere can be no doubt that 
we ought to act properly, fitly, usefully, right¬ 
eously, and in a manner agreeable to our situa¬ 
tion; but how shall it be known that we aie 

C 

doing so^ ♦These authors do not resolve ti'.c 
difficulty; and it can c^ly be* resolved by llie 
great principle, that wl^atcvcr increases the in¬ 
tellectual excellence »f ©ur»nature, is proper, 
and fit, and useful, and Just. 

Dr Hutchesotj represents Benevolence as the 
great moral law or rule of* conduct; and Dr 
Aidant Smith represents Sympathy in the same 
Hght. These opinions will be afterwards no¬ 
ticed when I come to treat of the benerolcnt 
affections; ,l)ut„ in the mean time, it 'may be 
propef to remark, that neither bcnevdiencc nor 
sympathy, nor any other invcfluntary feeling, 
can ever be Justly regarded as a rule of conduct; 
for these feelings require theyrscl ves to be trained 
and set right by reason in a thousand instances 
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that can never be an ultimate object of 
pursuit, and a supreme rule of action, which it¬ 
self requires to be ruled and directed by some - 
thing- else. 


CHAP. IV. 

DIVISION OF AtORAE DUTTE''. 


J HAVE said that IVl^oral S cience c-snsisls of two 
bi'anchcs ; hrs^, of the chief end or object 
which we oiight to j^rsue; and, secondly, of 
the means of puvsuijigj^hat object with success. 
I have stated, that the perfection, or rather the 
improvement, of our rational nature, is the great 
^business and ultmiate object which men ought 
to pursue in this w'orld. I next proceed to 
consider the means of improving the human 
mind. 'fhese means constitute the duties of 
lifrr hat is a duty which l^as a, tendency to 
\mprovtf our intellectual character; and. that i-^ 
not a duty which does not tend to produce such 
improvement. 

I-Iuman actions may be performed with 2 
view to three objects: ourselves; the Author oJ 
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our existence; and society. I shall, theieforc, 
divide my discussion of the duties of men into 
three branches; which will form the three re¬ 
maining Parts of^this worh. One Part will con¬ 
tain an investigation qf the Private Duties of 
Men; in another Part, I sliall consider the sub¬ 
ject of Religion; and, in th<i last Part, I siiall 
endeavour to state the Public iDuties of Men as 

r 

Members of Society. 

Our private duties consist of the various efforts 
which it is in our power to make for our own 
improvement as individuals. 

A man, as an individual, may improv'e his 
mind in tw'^o ways; first, by speculation, or tlie 
acquisition V)f knowledge; and, secondly, by 
action or business. 

Men are chiefly indu^^ed to engage both in 
speculation and in actiorv by their appetites, 
passions, and affections; that is, by the pleasure 
they receive fropi certain objects, and the pain 
they derive from others. 

In Stating our duty to ourselves as indivi¬ 
duals, I shall consider, first, those exertions of 
the mind by which its speculative pow ers are 
most succes^ully improved, or by which'lts dis¬ 
cernment of truth is best promoted ; and, second¬ 
ly, I shall consider the more refnark^ble appe¬ 
tites, passions, an3^ affections which ocite our 
nature to activity, and consequently to improve¬ 
ment. 
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PARX U. 

OF THE PRIVATE DUTIES OF MEN^ 

CHAP. I- 

OF IHE HUMAN UNDERSXANDINO AND ITS SUBOR¬ 
DINATE FACULriES. 


It has been usuaj with metaphysicians, or those 
.who attempt to investigate the qualities of intel¬ 
ligent beings, to C'»ns\deii the human mind as a 
very complex organ. Xhey represent it as 
possessed of various faculties, ^ altogether dis- 
tjnet fiom each otlier. Thus they consider the 
understanding, or judgment, as one fae»ulty ^ 
tlie imagination as a diflerent faculty; the poweT^i- 
of taste, for \\ hat is beautiful, of moral percep- 
tioiT,“”and of abstraction, as altogedier^ distinct 

faculties *111 themselves, and as implanted by 

* 

nature for differ«?nt purposes. 

Hence variety of abstruse questions have ari¬ 
sen, which have lon^ perplexed this class of phi¬ 
losophers. It has been said, for example, that the 
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understanding is given ir. tor the invei,t3gation 
of general truth ; but that our moral faculty 
bestowed 'for the disco\eiy c'f that cjuality m 
actions in consequence of v. fuch they are callc-d 
right or v\rong. lienee it has been acco'.iined 
a matter of great doubt whctlier ai^y h.mn ;ii ac¬ 
tions are truly right or \\ i^u'g in themseh. a--, :r.ce- 
in^thej'are noL di^corcicJ to Uchv ihc rndej- 

/■ 

sLiiid/n^, xrli’oh ii> tho dUcu/ty .'ipprnpi n:tciJ trj 
the investigation cA' truLh ; and it has been some¬ 
times supposed, that actions only appear to u.s to 
be right or wrong,' in conseopicnce of the pecu¬ 
liar ftculty or taste which the Author of nature 
has thought tit to implaru, in our conslituUcn 
during our».presont existence. 

ill the same manner, it has been marie a ques- 
tiran, whether there is ir/ tru'h ary such thing 
beauty or deformity in ahe um’,erno'’ or whether 
certain objects only seem beaufful or deformed 
to us, m consequence of the particular LaAe with 
which we have been foirned''' 

Asi do not wish to beiMidcr my.self or others 
Ify entering unnecessarily into tlie mi.sLy re¬ 
gions of metapliysica] connoversy, I shall 's-st 
satisfied .with merely stating what 1 regai d . -dm 
actuaUconstitution of tlw huixian mind, so far 
as a statement of that constitution may appear 
necessary to the ‘explanation of the duties ol 
ife ; but I shall avoid attempting either an tda- 
borate refutation of the opinions of others, or 
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even an anxious defence of my own senti- 
mciUs. If the notions w'hich 1 have adopted 
are erroneous, tJiey cannot be too soon refuted , 
wheieas, if they are viell founded, they wiJl ul¬ 
timately support themselves ; and t he ca ndid 
consideration of them would be equally injured 
by the favourable wor the hostile prejudice w hich 
an attempt to a*d them by cIo(]uej 2 ce, <jr by 
cute disputation, might e,\cjto. 

Wo do not know, and perhaps we do not pos¬ 
sess, any means of disco\ ering- what that sub¬ 
stance is wdiich \vc call mind or intcliect; nci- 
ther are wc acquainted with the substance or 
essence of any object in naluie. “We can cnly 
observe the changes that occur withTn or aioui-d 
us, and dcsciibe •thic ai^iceiancc or qualities oi 
things. In ipcaking ot|the human mind, there- 
tbre, 1 mean to say ivHlnng of its physical con- 
sbtution, or of the unkiio’aii energy or substance 
that produces those exeitions or powers w hich, 
form Its most renvaibable qualities. I shall 
merely attempt to give a coirect cnumeratjqn 
and arrangement of tlicse qualities or pow ers. 

'I'he luiiuan mind consists of thiee powers or 
fa'TT-'iT'.trs ; Sensation, (Memory, iind Understand¬ 
ing. Xii'e powxns^ of sensation and memory are 
jf a secondary *iiati.ie, and subordinate to the 
Linderstariding ; or, rather, the understanding 
ilone ought to be .regarded as the mind or in¬ 
tellect ; memory and sensfj being merely or- 
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gans with which it is furnished for the acqui¬ 
sition of knowledge, and the exertion of its 
powers in its present state. 

Ij?, The sense? are of two kinds. By one class 
of sensati ons we acquire knowledge ; and hy 
another class of sensations we are stimulated to 
activity. 

The senses which are subservient to the ac¬ 
quisition of speculative knowledge are five ; 
touch, taste, hearing, seeing, and smelling. 

'The senses which incite us to exertion aie 

• • 

chiefly three; hunger, thii'st, and lust. Tlicy 
usually receive the appellation of appetites^ in 
consequence of the tendency which they have 
to urge tlie'Vnind to make ethnts for their grati¬ 
fication. .• • 

2^/, JVIemory is anotlij'.r organ or subordinate 
faculty that assists the ‘understanding in the ac¬ 
quisition of knowledge. It is of two kinds ; in¬ 
voluntary and voluntary. This last is usually 
called Recollection. The two kinds of memorv 
ought*to be carefully discriminated. It is only 
of involuntary memory that I mean to take 
notice at present. 

To xmdarstaiid correctly what is meant ’ by 
the sul3ordinate organ or facplty in our consti¬ 
tution, called in'voluntary mer/iory, let a man sit 
down for a few moments in a silent .and soli- 
tary place, and attempt to Qxclude all thought 
from his mind ; he will speedily find that, in 
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?pitc of hnn.'jclf, a vaiiety of ideas of whatever 
has orcvirrecl to him in life, and of whatever lie 
has felt or done, will involuntarily present 
llicnisclvcs in succession to his thoughts ; or the 
ohjecls and events which have excite^,, his a.t- 
lention will become, as it were, once more pre¬ 
sent to Ins mind. • T'his rev'olvihg current of 
thought, by w'hich our past sensations and e?:- 
erlions present themseltes unbidden to the 
mind, is usually called “ the 'frain of our Ideas,” 
and constitutes involuntary^ memory. "I'his 
-^ngular organ or train of ideas is felt as in per¬ 
petual motion. It goes on wdicther we are ^ 
asleep or awake. \Ve can never altogether ar¬ 
rest its couise ; for it piocceds like^the act of 
brcatln’ng, indcpc»nden!^' of our will, though 
pailialiv subject to its cffiitioul. 

'fiic tiain ol' idt;as»dtfCs not proceed, how- 
e\er, in a manner altogether arbitrary or un¬ 
connected. It usually present*, to the mind 
those ideas in immediate succession w^hich have 
some 1 el at ion to each other, from the tim^, 
place, or cncumstances, in which they were 
ongintilly observed, or afterwards reflected oai. 
IveiTc?'d'*w’hen the idea of a paiticular ht^use in 
the countl'y occurs^, the idea of the adjoining 
fields, woods, mountains, riveis, and the w^hole 
aspect of Uic neighbourhood, is apt immediate¬ 
ly to present itself. * Hence also, by frequently 
^lertising a passage in a boojc, it happens, that 
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when the first word is mentioned, all ihc re¬ 
maining words spontaneoufJy present them¬ 
selves to the mind, or are exhibited by the me¬ 
mory. Xhus there seems to be a sort of juxta- 
D QSition of ideas in th® memory. 

Xliis tendency which one idea has to intro¬ 
duce certain’others, is called the “ Association 


of Ideas.’* , 

Voluntary memory or recollection is not a 
subordinate faculty or organ, but one of the ex¬ 
ertions of the understanding or intellect. 

3^/, Xhe human understanding or intellect 
consists of two powers or faculties ; Peiception 
and Voluntary power or wall. 

Xhe huTiian undei'standing htis fouv daises of 
percc’ptiojis : It percci'^s tho» objects of sense ; 
it perceives its own remembrances or the liais’ 
of ideas ; it perceives* ^ohInlaly exer¬ 

tions ; and, lastly, it perceiV6s a dislincliou be¬ 
tween all thesa objects or-.classes of perceptions. 
I’he three last of these classes of perceptions 
^^uaTly receive the appellation of Conscious¬ 


ness. 

Xhe ‘voluntary power of the mind or the wall 
is exerted Wn three ways ; In commandnfg'i nose 
muscles of the body by which its various move¬ 
ments are peidbrmcd ; in dn/ecting the sen.ses 
towards particular objects ; and in performing 
the office of recollection oti voluntaiy memory, 
'riiis last office, tlv; voluntary power or will v.f'^ 
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Ct>mplislies ih'us : It arrests the- train of r,ur 
ideas or remembrances, till a particular idea 
can be deliberately perceived, and its diifer- 
ence from every other idea feH or Icnown ; or 
tfys will alters the current of otur present ideas, 
that otheis, to which wc wish to. attend, may 
have an opportunity of presentin;^ themselves. 

Xhese two qualities or faculties of percep¬ 
tion, and voluntary power or wdU, constitute 
the understanding or intellect ; and with the 
aid of ihe subordinate faculties of sensation and 
involuntary memory, they form what is called 
tlie Mind of Man. 

'L'he perfection of the perceptive power is 
V. isdom. It is capa'Sle of unlimited* improve- 
njent ; becavise there is^no end of the deprees 
.of acuteness and accui|icy of discrimination 
uinch it may acquire^ and the number of ob- 
tecls upon which it may be exerted is vm- 
bounded. Xhe perfection of thq nill or volun- 
iipy power constitutes attention in speculation ; 
nntl self-command, fortitude or intrepidify hi 
action and in suO'ering. Its possible improve¬ 
ment is also unlimited j although it is easier to 
coiTcc'I'vT; its arrival at complete perfecticxi, than 

Cl 

the ariiva? of the perceptive faculty at the same 

jioint, inasmuch it seems more practicable to 

attain to complete self-command, than to attain 

to a perfect perception or knowledge of the 

boundless works of Nature. 

» 
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With a view to the explanation of their re- 
lativ^e moral importance, I shall here consider 
the efforts <af the human intellect, and the influ¬ 
ence which it possesses in modifying the ope 
rations of the senses ar\d ot the memory. I shad 
afterwards, with the same view, take some ge¬ 
neral notice of the mode ofoits exertions in ac¬ 
quiring knowledge, and enjbying pleasure or 
s'uftering pain. 

I. In considering the mode in which the un¬ 
derstanding modihes and influences the senses, 
I shall pass over the class of sensations called 
appetites^ which will be afterwards noticetl, and 
shall atterfd only, in this place, to those senses 
which are directly subservient to the accpiisilion 
of knowledge. 

Xlie senses of touc^;, iasbe, hcaiing, seeing, 
and smelling, when unassisted by tlic efforts of 
the understanding, are extremely limited and 
imperfect. Xhe sense of sight, for example, 
only*infoims us of the existence of gradations 
of light and shade and colour. From hearing, 
we only know the existence of various inodift- 
cations»of jjournl ; but not that these soOTius re¬ 
present or proceed from particular objects. Our 
more intimate acquaintance with TSlaturc is the 
work of the understanding, which compares and 
judges of the information conveyed to it by the 
different organs of,’sense. Xhus, to the sight, a 
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nu/s hell at the distance of three inches appears 
larger than a man at the distance of an hundied 
yards ; and it is only by the efforts 'of the un¬ 
derstanding, in correcting the^ense of sight by 
j^hat of feeling or touch,^tliat the truth is known. 
In the case alluded to, however, after w^e have 
been a few months in the wo?ld, w'e find so 
little difficulty iff discerning the actual stat#i of 
the fact, that we are apt to impute our know¬ 
ledge of it to the sense of sight alone ; w hereas 
it is actually the result of an act of judgment 
founded oh experience ancl observation. In 
common cases, the perception of the truth, or 
the act of judgment, follows the sensation so 
quickly that it is cKfficult to disting^iish the one 
from the other. , Wh^i a trumpet is suddenly 
sounded loudly in our|near neighbourhood, we 
arc apt to say, and tq iaaagine, that our ears in¬ 
form us of the fact that a trumpet is blown ; 
whereas, in truth, our ears only inform us of 
^the presence of a'particular sound, which frotn 
experience we conclude, or know, to comt from 
a trumpet when blown by a man. "I'he differ¬ 
ence between mere sensation and the act of 
thought which that sensation §uggfsts;» is more 
evident in cases of uncertainty ; as w'hen we 
hear a rumbling noise, and are doubtful whe¬ 
ther it is, produced by a passing cariiage or by 
thunder. In this^case w'e are sensible that the 
sense of hearing informs ‘ys only of the pre- 
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scnce of sound ; and that to perceive or know 
the object from which the sound proceeds, an 
effort of judgment is necessary. Upon the 
whole, the orgai^ of sense seem to be those de- 
lic ate par ts of our coj|"poreal constitution by. 
which the mind comes into a sort of contact 
with external nature. The ^contact, however, 
is ^extremely imperfect ; and*many efforts of 
judgment are necessary to enable the mind to 
make much use of tlic information thus- ob¬ 
tained. 

In the human body, the senses appear to be 
contrived in a way better calculated for the 
improvement of the mind than in any other 
animal. The sense of smelling, which is so 
curiously acute in some.animals, conveys little 
information about the (qualities of its object. 
Kven the sagacious pointer-ciog often mistakes 
a dunghil beyond a hedge for a covey of part¬ 
ridges : A pack, of fox-hounds will pursue in 
full cry the track of a smoiied herring when 
along the ground ; and the highest 
perfection of this sense consists in merely dis¬ 
tinguishing one animal from .another. Ac¬ 
cordingly tjiis sense is by no means aToTe in 
man ; whereas the sense of touch, which gi\ c" 
information about the figure, e.vfension, soliditv, 
quantity, and relative situation of bodies, and 
which corrects the informatiqji conveyed by the 
3thcr senses, is in tjlie highest degree accurate 
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and ^<^xtcnsive. While other animals are co¬ 
hered with a hard skin, and a coarser or a liner 
Vvool, which blunts their sense of feeling, the 
whole surface of the human \}o^y is one deli- 
caj;c organ of touch ; and J.he hands and the lips 
possess the most exquisite sensibility in this re¬ 
spect. 

It has been mat>e a question by some philc*- 
sophers, how far we are certain that our 
senses do not deceive us ? I see, say they, an 
..'bjcct with iny eyes ; but how' do 1 know that 
iny eyes do not deceive me ?* I feel the same 
with my hands ; but may not the sense 
of touch also be fallacious ? 

Xherc is only one ^itisfactory answan* to sucii 
spiestions. \V e avp so firmed that we cannot 
av'oid giving ciedit to jjie testimony of oui 
senses ; for we have.no, n^ans of delecting the 
raischood of what they attest. Jiy the liand we 
can detect the errors of the ey 9 ; but if our 
eyes, eur hands, and our w hole senses, concui 
in asserting the presence of an object, we h*a\ e 
no evidence to i\ln<.h wc can apjical to ascer¬ 
tain whether we aie deceived or not. The 
ConHi-vcr of Ov_ir constitution litjs sc^ farmed 
us, dhat our-»scnses shall constantly bring infor- 
.^mation of certain ‘events ; and that it shall be 
impossible for ns to discover that these events 
do not exist. Hence this fair inference arises, 
-tliat it was the intention of the Author of our 
oi.. I. If 
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nature that we should believe our senses. Vy^iat- 
ever they tell us, therefore, is told by Him ; 
and here their authenticity rests. 

The rule of d,uty, with regard to our senses, is 
extremely simple. Without some kind of sen¬ 
sations, we could possess no knowledge and no 
means of exertion. At the §ame time, sensation 
ismot intellect. A man may f>ossess a sound un¬ 
derstanding, though destitute of sight or of hear¬ 
ing. It is therefore evident, that sight and hear¬ 
ing are only organs or tools employed by the 
mind, and form ‘no part of the mind itself. 
Hence it follows, that the great perfection or 
exquisite improvement of any one of our senses, 
is an ob/ect of little imfiortance in a moral 
point of view. Our duty, ,50 far as they are 
concerned, seldom requires attention on our 
part, and is usually fulfllod without foresight. 
In the first periods of infancy, and amidst the 
earliest efforts, of growing strength, we are em¬ 
ployed in learning the proper use of our difle- 
^renl senses, and in correcting them by each 
other. All that we ought afterwards to do for 
their benefit, consists merely in avoiding harm, 
and in taking care, in general, with -*«eg£.rd to 
others placed under our care, that < no artificial 
system of education may prevent or restrain 
that early exertion of the bodily powers which 
is necessary to the sound^ condition of the or¬ 
gans of sense, an4 to the acquisition of a clear 
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and^ ytorrect acquaintance with the various ob¬ 
jects contained in the material world. 

II. Memory is almost entirely the creature of 
tjie understanding, or is .produced by^the joint 
efforts of the perceptive and voluntary powers. 
Xhat a sensation may be remembered, it is ne¬ 
cessary that an exertion of the will, or, as it 'is 
called, an act of attention, should be exerted. 
By this exertion of the will, two things are per¬ 
formed : the object of sense is distinctly exhi¬ 
bited, or, as it were, forced upon the notice of 
the perceptive faculty ; and at the same time 
the perception is noted down in the memory as 
in a book or record. 

"Where no attention i\ exerted, no impression 
appears to be made uponi^the memory. Hence, 
when occupied about.ai> interesting affair, a 
clock may strike beside us, and an instant 
thereafter w e shall forget that we heard it. Ac¬ 
cordingly, in common life, the reason most fre- 
quently assigned for forgetting an occurrence 
is, that we gave no attention to it. 

"When an object has thus, by an act of will or 
attcmiojii. been inserted in the recoid of tl/e me¬ 
mory, it is* afterw^ards occasionally and invo¬ 
luntarily exhibited a-new by the revolutions of 
this record,, or train of ideas, to the perceptive 
power. If no new ajt of w'ill or attention to¬ 
wards this particular idea is, exerted, it ma^ 

E 2 
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reLvxrn. again and again in the train of iile 
but it will do so more and more faintly, till at 
last It is entirely effaced from the memoi'y. 

If when a particular idea recurs, that is, 
when an^ object is involuntarily remembered, a 
new act of attention towards it is employed, and 
the current of ideas is arrested for a lime by 
thfe will, that it may be distinctly noticed by 
the perceptive power; this new act, like every 
other elfort of attention, is fixed in the record 
of the memory. 'E he idea has now a double 
chance of being well remembered, because it 
has been the object of two distinct acts ot at¬ 
tention ; that is, it was allencletl to as an object 
of sense, alid it was again attended to as an idea 
in the memory. Kayh of <tliese acts of at¬ 
tention, being scparat<(l[y fixed in the living re¬ 
cord witlnn us, will affteA'WcW'ds present itself in 
the tram of ideas. Xhus, if a man, u ho has 
been present'at a splendid entertainment, is de¬ 
sired, on the following morning, to give an ac¬ 
count of the whole dishes prfcscnled there, and 
of the order in uliich they stood, he will pro 
bably find it no difficult matter to do so. IJa- 
\ing don# so, ^ind thus exerted a new' act Of at- 
teniion upon the subject, if he is requested, at 
eight or ten days distance, to ^recapitulate anew . 
tlie order of the same entertainment, he will 
easily do so, in consequepce of his having gi- 
len an account pf it when the event w'as re- 
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cent'; whereas, had he not, on the day succeed¬ 
ing It, fixed all the particulars in his memory 
by a new act of attention, it is probable that 
in ten days the ideas of what hcf had seen would 
have become so famt -.and indistingj, that it 
would have been impossible for him to recol¬ 
lect or enumerates the particular objects dis¬ 
tinctly. 

It has been already remarked, that the train 
of ideas or memory is under the command of 
the voluntary power of the mind. "We are con¬ 
scious of eflbrts to stop the ordinary train of 
ideas, to di’vert it into a new channel, and to 
search, as it were, for a particular idea ; all 
wliich eiibits arc usually comprehended under 
the general termAif retxillcction. 

ifroiu what has been ^lerc stated, tlic rules for 
improving the men^ory \^ill be obvious. 

A. vigoixius, active, and awakened mmd, that 
gives close and pointed attention to the objects 
^efore it, will not only perform its present busi¬ 
ness in the best manner, but will also be evi- 
riched by the treasures of experience which it 
lays up for the time to come. When we hear 
ol^'a person being employed an nnusaial* length 
of time lA acquiring a branch of knowledge 
that requires sorrfe exertion of memory, we may 
usually pr.csume that he has been trilling. His 
attention and his thoughts have been wander¬ 
ing among scenes of folly ^ or he has b^eii 
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indolently dosing over bis business, and iAiagu 
ned hjiijself occupied as he ought to be, because 
he was doing nothing else. Where the mind 
15 much mierested, there is no want of memory. 
ISTo man,forgets an important promise made to 
him, the bank in which his money is deposited, 
or the name of the ship in which his fortune is 
erftrusted. 

The next rule for the improvement of me¬ 
mory consists of acquiring habits of refection 
upon what we have seen and heard and thought; 
that by repeated ef^rts of attention every branch 

knowledge that has been once acquired may 
be fully fi^ed in the train of ideas. Accord- 
they w ho obey the i’ythagorean precept, 
of reflecting every evening upon the events of 
the day, will seldom lufler from want of me¬ 
mory. Men of real'^sciente, that is to say, 
whose knowdedge is well concocted by reflec¬ 
tion, always remember well ; because all the 
parts of their knowledge being repeatedly re- 
v^ev. ed and considered, are fixed in the memory 
by frequent acts of attention. Hence it is that 
one man shall read an hundred volumes upon a 
branchfof\K:iei?ce, and shall know less ofit than 
another man who has only perused a single ele¬ 
mentary treatise ^upon the same'* subject, but who 
has thought steadily and often upon the science 
about which it treats. Thu does no dovibt arise 
m.some measure, not so much from better me-’ 
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mory{ as from arrangement, or reducing the 
parts of the subject under a few general heads 
(an operation of^mind that will be afterwards 
explained), which renders meraory less neces¬ 
sary. Xhus a man, welj acquainted jivith the 
theory or general principles of chemistry, will 
foretel the result of a process which he never 
saw performed, wdth as much accuracy as 
apothecary’s apprentice who has performed it 
an hundred times, and who speaks from me¬ 
mory alone. And thus there is scarcely an in¬ 
stance of a man having failed to acquire know¬ 
ledge merely in consequence of a defective me¬ 
mory. 

By exerting his al^ntion much updn a parti¬ 
cular subject, a nran m^y store his memory so 
completely with ideas relative to it, tliat little 
else v.ill occiii to h>s mii>d, or be exhibited in 
the train of ideas- Xhus some men become 
pedants, and can s^eak about nothing besides 
thpir own employment. Xhus also, by con¬ 
stantly trying to lind words which have a simi¬ 
larity of sound, but a ditlerencc of signification, 
a man may acquire, in so great a degree, tlie 
hal^it of punning, that it W'ill be dUlitult for him 
to continue* long any conversation without fall¬ 
ing into his usual •practice. 

It is a subject not unwmrthy of consideration, 
how far memory forms a necessary part of the 
intellectual constitution of rational beings. 
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An ancient philosopher being shipwr^eked 
upon an unknown shore, endeavoured anxiously 
to discover marks of hiibitalion. Having ob¬ 
served severe.! • regular mathematical figures 
drawn upon the sand, te was much pleased, bG>- 
cause it was a proof that the country was not 
inhabited by barbarians, but»by intelligent and 
ciVili/.ed men, some of whon/must have lately 
been there. Of a building in a remote part of 
the country to which we are strangers, we 
readd^- say that it^ is unfinished ; it is intended 
for such a purpose; the work en hav^e just left 
it, as appears from the stale t,f the cement ; they 
intend to return immediately, for their tools are 
scattered around: 'bhe stones are taken from 
the quairy, we remarkaj, at nome distance ; for 
they are of the same dj.uaJity, and fragments of 
them are scattered oii the^ w^ay thither: d'he 
appealance of the earth cast out fiom the foun¬ 
dation proves Tthat the building has been Ion nr 
dela^’Cvl, but it will now be finished before 
\34jnter, as all the materials arc prepared, and 
many workmen seem to be employed. Xhus 
we go on, talking wath abundance of accuracy 
both of tile pa^>t and of the future, in a case.in 
which we have seen neither of these. In like 
manner, before we have been long in ilie socie¬ 
ty of a stranger, we can discover, wnthout any 
special information or inquiry, the kind of socie¬ 
ty m w hich he has.lived, the profession w hich he 
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has been taught, the place of his early education, 
the countries through which he has travelled ; 
and from attending to his character and situa¬ 
tion, we may even be able to Sbretel the future 
success or fadure of the, undertakings in which 
he is now engaged. 

In this manner a man of penetl'ation can, with 
ease and accura<?y, foretel many future eveftts, 
and discover many past ones, to which he was 
not personally present. We can even imagine 
it possible for beings to exist^ possessed of such a 
^degree of discernment, that from simply inspect¬ 
ing the piescnl state of tins world, and from ob¬ 
serving the nature and relativ^e situation of the 
materials of w hich it is composed, ih^y would be 
capable of discowi ing%the whole of its past and 
fill lire physical histoiyi^ w ith all the revolutions 
it has experienced* or» is*> et destined to undergo. 
At least, this is a degree of discernment towards 
which the mind of every enhghtened man is 
^.continually tending. In proportion to the de¬ 
gree in which our knowledge becomes accurate 
and extensive, v. e find it easy to discover the 
causes and con5>c<juences of events. As our 
l^howledge of human allairs. For CKample, in- 
cieases, vVe learn to foresee the future fortunes 
of individuals, *or the destiny of nations; and 
want of foresight comes to be justly regarded as 
want of intelligence. By observing well our 
present situation, our knowledge of past ages is 
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also rendered more clear and accurate. -Xhe 
ruins of petty fortresses, and of small houses of 
strength, which everywhere abound, point out the 
barbarous natur® of the feudal government from 
which the Jsuropean nations have lately emerged.- 
Xhe languages and laws of these nations point 
out their former connection under one govern- 
m<?nt, and our religion explaids its own Jewish 
origin. From these, and a thousand other cir¬ 
cumstances, by means of reason alone, with 
little aid from memory, a man of sense, though 
Ills own years be few, may comprehend much., 
of the past history of the universe. 

It is also to be observed that improvement of 
mind, and improvement of memory, do by no 
means go always togethoi', 'Wie way in which 
extensive knowledge isliacquired, does not con¬ 
sist in improving the mbn>ory, so as to enable it 
to contain an immense mulntude of detached 
facts, but in arranging those facts under such 
iicciirate heads and divisions, as causes them to^ 
be^retained with very little exertion of memory. 
Xhe perfection of a science is estimated accord¬ 
ing to the degree in which memory becomes of 
little value towards the acquisition of it : it hgs 
reached perfection when it ^ reduced to a few 
simple principles,^from which every fact can be 
explained by the assistance of good sense alone. 

But although the understonding, in its im¬ 
proved stale, IS capable of discerning manv 
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truths with little assistance from memory, it is 
certain, that without the aid of this subordinate 
faculty or organ, it never could have attained to 
a state of improvement. Xo «*xplain correctly 
#he degree in which nvemory is necessary to- 
w^ards the acquisition of knowledge, it may be 
necessary to remark, that, in corhparing objects 
with each other, Ihis faculty is often absolutely 
requisite. For example, let it be supposed that 
we wish to discover the dillercncc of colour be¬ 
tween a piece of chalk and a lamo of well pre- 
pared magne- a alb;’, if vc are [ici'^tsrion 
of bouh of t;ic objects, ihc Cwii'p ; : oi. I'l-nie by 
the aid of the ^eo'e of sight alone, wilLo ' any 
inter', en'lo >• rv ; but if we possess only 

a piece oi ftnd n« magnesia, we must en- 

-dea.oLvr to recollect tlite degree of wiiiteness 
wh'ch we have pei'ceivefl in the latter, and com¬ 
pare It with that which we now^ l^erccive in the 
former. ^fhus present objects can be compared 
__^y.'itii those that are absent only by the aid of 
memory; and much more is the intervenLion,of 
th is faculty necessary in making comparisons of 
objects neither of which are present to the 
sejises. It may here be remarked? hPwever, 
that an oifinipresent Being could have no occa¬ 
sion for memory,* w herewith to discern the varie¬ 
ties in tha form and nature of the objects that 
exist in the universo; and that it is only in con- 
^sequence of the limited and imperfect nature, of 
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our senses that memory is rendered so extremely 
necessary. 

This faculty is also rendered necessary to the 
improvement of the human understanding, in 
consequence of the mqde in which objects and 
events exist; that is, from their succeeding 
each other, instead of co-.cxisting. Living 
beings, whether men, or plants, or animals, ap¬ 
pear in this world not at once, but after each 
other, in a continued train. Hence it becomes 
impossible to compare them with each other, 
and consequently to discover the similarity or 
<ldlercnce of their qualities, otherwise than by 
the aid of memory. Without the aid, therefore, 
of the natfiial memory of individuals, or of his- 
tox-y, which is the arlifioial nvemory of nations, 
the past could never bat compared \Xith the pre¬ 
sent, and expel lence could ireeer be attained. 

These remaiko tend, in some measure, to elu¬ 
cidate the tlegrse of estimation in which memory 
ought to be held, and the degree of attention 
wtiicli ought to be bestowed upoit its cultivation. 
A.S a part of our intellectual constitution it is 
absolutely necessary; for without it w^e could 
never iiavws become rational beings ; but as^ a 
iaculty to be improved, its importance is not so 
great. Some persons possess fiom nature extra¬ 
ordinary powers of memory ; in consequence of 
wliich, whatever is once fiiced in that record, 
up^iears to remain ^bere almost indelible. Hence 
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they remember not only objects and events, but 
the words of a foreign language, or the arbitrary 
"names of persons or things, with surprising faci¬ 
lity. This endowment alibrds great ease to its 
possessors, but it frequently produces bad efiects: 
it enables young persons to become distinguished 
among their equals, with little exeition ; and thus 
it gives rise to Aabits of idleness and vanity^ 
which are overcome with difficulty. In the an¬ 
cient popular governments, memory m as ex¬ 
tremely valuable on account of its importance 
to the art of oratory^ but in modern times, it 
has declined in value in proportion to the easy 
difl'usion of written eloquence which the art of 
printing admits of. * A retentive meffiory is now 
chiefly useful for, the acquisition of languages: 
but, even in this point !»f view, its value is de¬ 
clining; for in every •p^ished nation there is a 
sufficient number of poets, and other elegant 
wi iters, to enable a^ny man to fovm his taste witli 
sufficient accuracy; and as books of science 
sufler nothing by translation, wliat is wnitten,in 
one language, with a view merely to the diffu¬ 
sion of knotvledge, can speedily be procuied and 
s^tidied in any other. 

Althou'^h the improvement of memory ought 
not to be neglected, yet from vs hat has been 
here stated, it will readily occur that it is not to 
be regarded, like reason, as of infinite value— 
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Memory is not Wisdom—It is not the number 
of words with which our heads may be filled, 
but the clearness and energy with which we" 
judge and act, ^hat forms the perfection of our 
nature; and he is not the most excellent being 
who reme'^nbers the greatest number of events 
that have occurred in this w'orld, but he who 
comprehends our nature and ^ts situation best, 
and discerns most clearly its tendencies, and the 
degrees or kinds of perfection to which it is 
capable of being raised in its present, or in 
future circumstances. 

III. From these subordinate faculties, or 
organs, 1 return to the consideration of the 
mode in which the untjerstanding or intellect 
carries on its own operations. 

I have said that the understanding consists of 
two faculties; the faculty of perceiving objects, 
and voluntary power or will. Of these, how¬ 
ever, it is to be observed, that the voluntary is 
suborflinate to the perceptive power, and is only 
exerted in consequence of the perceptive power 
having been awakened or affected by the pre¬ 
sence o^some object, or by some event. In the 
order Of nature, the perceptive faculty at our 
birth, or earlier, is roused by'sensations of paiil. 
In conaequeiK:e of these, it makes efforts, or 
exerts iix voluntary power ^ for relief. These 
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feelings and exertions are "gradually impressed 
on the memory, and aie frequently, by means 
'•of it, presented anew to the perceptive power; 
which makes exertions of its yoluntary power 
to-FCCover or avoid these, and other feelings, ac¬ 
cording as they happen to be pleasing or pain¬ 
ful. Thus, the perceptive facuky is, in trtilh, 
the mind or inteliect itself; and the will is no¬ 
thing more than this perceptive faculty engaged 
in action, or exerting itself, in consequence of 
its feelings or perceptions. 

In acquiring knowledge, * the understanding 
exerts itself thus: All human knowledge con¬ 
sists of an acquaintance with objects, and willi 
the resemblance orTliflerence of objeots. Every 
sound exertion of^ the understanding in acquir¬ 
ing knowledge, therefoi;c, consists of a compa¬ 
rison of objects, "^rhi^ Comparison is made by a 
joint effort of the perceptive and voluntary 
powers. The mind can only perceive one ob¬ 
ject at a time. In comparing two objects, it 
■ first attends voluntarily to the one, and fhere- 
after to the other. If no change is felt to take 
place in the state of the mind or perception, the 
objects are said to be alike, bup othprwjse they 
are said to differ. 

If the objectj are present, and come under 
the cogni:^ance of the senses, the voluntary power 
directs the senses toyi^rds them successively; and 
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the sensibility, or perceiving power of the mind, 
instantly discerns their similitude or diilcrence, as 
that they ?ire both black, or both white; or that' 
the one is blacl<; and the other white. 

If the objects are absent, or arc not objects of 
sense, the" voluntary power, by its command 
over the memory, presents them in succession 
to«the perceiving faculty ; and <lheir similitude or 
difference is immediately determined by their, 
producing or not producing a change in the 
slate of the mind or pci'ception. 

T.'hus all judgment is intuitive; that is, the dis¬ 
cernment of truth follows inslantaneously tlie 
clear exhibition of objects to the pcrccptivti 
power of the mind. 

To perceive accurately wherein objects difler 
from each other, is often called judgment ; 
whereas, to perceive tint resemblances that exist 
among objects, is sometimes called wit. 'I'lius 
the author of Hudibras finds a resemblaiit e 
betw'ccn the morning and a boiled lobster 

When like a lobster boil’d, the morn 
f rom black to red began to turn. 

A man of science, on the contrary,,exerts his 
judgment to discover whercyi objects differ 
from each other; and to arrange them into 
classes according to their different appearances. 
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hi this way the celebrated Linnaeus was enabled 
to point out certain circumstances, by which we 
can distinguish every particular species of plants 
amidst the almost endless variety df kinds that is 
"iT^^be found upon this globe. 

One of the most remarkable comparisons 
made by the human understanding, is that 
whereby it notices* the difference or similarity 
between itself and other beings. Xhe human 
mind easily perceives its own superiority both 
over inanimate objects and ovej' the infeiior ani- 
ii^ls. It also perceives, by the aid of recollec¬ 
tion, that its own laculties are improved by 
exertion; that its perceptions become more dis- 
tince and acute j its will becomes more powei'ful 
over the train of ideas; •and that the tram of 
ideas becomes enlarged, or betLcr stored, by acts 
of observation: the* nfinu likewise gradually 
perceives that many sufferings may be avoidetl, 
and many pleasures ^gained, by superior know¬ 
ledge or intellectual improvement, which it tjius 
learns to v'alue or esteem. Comparing itself 
with other minds, it perceives that some of 
them proceed in a train of amelioration, while 
others remain feeble and unimpressed.* If? per¬ 
ceives that ^he formcf must possess great advan- 
- tages over the latter, or, in common language, it 
is said to approve of the one and to disapprove 
of the other. 

This suggests an important i:juestion. Of thp 

VoL. I. F 
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productions of nature and of art, and of the ac¬ 
tions of men, many arc objects of approbation, 
and others of disapprobation. Does the min3, 
observe any Universal rule, or fixed principle, 
when it ^regards some us perfect and others-"^ 
defective ; or when it approves and disapproves ? 
I have po doubt that this question may, with 
propriety, be answered m the affirmative ^ and 
that the following is the rule according to which 
excellence and imperfection arc ascribed by the 
human mind to actions or to objects, or accord¬ 
ing to which they are approved or disapproved. 
From discerning its own svipcriority, that is, the 
superiority of mind over inanimate objects, and 
from perceiving the many* advantages which it¬ 
self, and other minds, elcrivo from the improve¬ 
ment of the intellectual powers, the memorjc 
becomes gradually filled \Vith ideas of the im¬ 
portance of mipd and the value of its exer¬ 
tions; or, in other words, it becomes habitual foi 
the^ human understanding reqdily to approve of 
•xcellent and improving minds, and of all those 
actions and productions which display that state 
of improvement. It regards with approbation 
exertion of acute discernment and of 
voluntary power. Those character^,', those ac¬ 
tions, and those productions '"arc contemplated 
with applause, which exhibit proofs of great 
knowledge or self-command, or which display 
ijie pfesence of much mind or great intellect. 
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On the contrary, the mind, habitually learns to 
disapprove of whatever bears the marks of imbe¬ 
cility, ignorance, want of discernment, or want 

^ * 

^of intellect. 

W'^hat is called reason^ or a process of" reason¬ 
ing or argument, consists of a succession of, per¬ 
ceptions, the last of which is termed the con¬ 
clusion, or act of judgment. Xhus \^ e compare 
the height of one man with the length of a par¬ 
ticular rod, and perceive that they are equal. 
At a future period, we compaie the same rod 
jwith another man’s height, and perceive that 
they also aie equal. Wc then recollect that 
the first man’s height was equal to the same rod, 
and, by passing the attention fioin one to ano¬ 
ther, we perceive* that iiei'e are three objects all 
equal in length; or, in qtlier words, v\e conclude 
or judge that the two*men are equal in heigJjt. 
"VVe compare the same I'od to a wall, and find 
that it must be applied six timxs in a j>erpen- 
dicular line before it reach the toj> of ihe 
wall. Recollecting the men, we perceive, dis¬ 
cern, or judge, that six of them on each ollier’s 
heads would just reach the top of the wall; but 
recollecting the position of»their ej^es, w e 
perceive that none,of them w'ould see what w'a'. 
passing on the dlher side of it.. 

It has been considered as a question of some 
difficulty, how far K'e are certain of the trvilh of 
our perceptions, or that they are excited by,pb 

F 2 
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jects and events actually existing in nature ; and 
whether they may not all be mere dreams or 
illusory feelings- 

We can correct the sense of sight by the 
sense of touch ; and we .can appeal from the evi- - 
dence of sensation, and even of memory, when 
separately considered, to tlie ■ understanding or 
general power of perception; ''which, after exa¬ 
mining all the circumstances of the case, war¬ 
rants the authenticity of the information which 
the senses and the memory convey, by conclu¬ 
ding that they came from the Author of our 
nature, who can have no inducement to deceive. 
But who shall vouch for the authenticity of the 
understanding or power of perception in general, 
or warrant the truth of the information which it 
receives, or the decisions which it pronounces ? 
In short, how do we know that the understand¬ 
ing, or perceptive, or rational faculty, may not 
deceive us, by, leading us to regard its own 
dreams or deceitful feelings for realities exist¬ 
ing in the world? 

It is truly impossible to prove either the 
truth or the falsehood of what the rational or 
perceptive »fac111ty asserts : For a man who de¬ 
nies the authority of reason, must do it in con¬ 
sequence of argriments, or of"what he thinks 
good reasons; and consequently he^ thus ac¬ 
knowledges the claims of. that reasoning or 
judging faculty whose authority he pretends to 
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doubt: He, on the contrary, who brings reasons 
-or observations to prove the certainty*of reason, 
.begs the question, and brings forward the under¬ 
standing as a witness in its own favour. We 
give credit to the understanding, or •'to reason, 
therefore, not from any proof of its authentifcity, 
but because we pannot avoid doing so. H^re 
we are, in this world, placed and formed in the 
way that has seemed good to the Contriver of 
the universe. If all that we feel and know is a 
dream, we cannot help our^ferves; we have no 
'appeal from the decisions of the undeistanding; 
and weie it to deceive us, we could have no 
remedy for the e^<il. It is, therefc’^e, that to 
tvhich we are left or commanded by the Author 
of our nature to give credit; and its dictates 
must, on this account, regarded as his own. 
Reason, then, when understood to signify the 
perceptions of the human understanding, may 
justly be regarded* as the word* or the voice of 
God. It is in the nature of a revelation from 
heaven ; and upon this authority its credibility 
rests 


We have no reaso^n to doubt the truth of our percep¬ 
tions, or to suspect; with Bishop Berkeley an3 others, that 
the material universe may not exist. In a moral point of 
view, however, it appears to me to be of very little import¬ 
ance whether the material world be an actual substance, or 
merely an appearance exhibited by^he supreme intelligr*ice. 
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When reason is thus represented as equivalent 
to a revelation from heaven, one would imagined 
that its claims are stated sufficiently high-; 
yet there have Seen men of much ability and- 
eminence^, who have’thought that they ought 
to be stated sjill higher; who have represent¬ 
ed reason or the understanding in man, as pa¬ 
ramount or equal in point of certainty to the 
Supreme Intelligence; as discerning, antecedent¬ 
ly to any obsef^^ation of events, the principles 
which ought to r'egulate the Divine conduct it¬ 
self ; and as capable of discovering certain eter¬ 
nal, independent, and immutable truths, and 
a fixed estimate of right and wrong, not result¬ 
ing from the will of the Maker of the universe, 
but necessary in themselves, add originally bind¬ 
ing both upon him and/upon us. 

W^e have no reason to tloubt that the human 
understanding actually does discern things as 
they are; and ‘that when duly exerted, its dic¬ 
tates ^re those of truth: but it as uHquestiortably 
arf error to suppose that we can otherwise per¬ 
ceive tfuth than as it is given us to perceive it; 
or that our certainty with regard to it rests upon 
any tlvTng tlse than the will or the affirmation of 


The business of tnarMtn this world consists of the Improve¬ 
ment of his rational nature; and it is of no imp6rtance whe¬ 
ther that improvement be produced by means of phantom? 
or by means of realities^ 

^ As Dr Clark, Dr Price, &c. 
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the Author of the universe, as expressed in the 
^constitution of our nature. 

It IS believed, that the high language which 
has sometimes been used concerning the super- 
eminent authenticity cf human rei^on, arose 
chiefly from the zeal of some good and learned 
men to exalt the importance and certainty of the 
distinction betv\’e*en moral good and evil, *or 
right and wrong, in human conduct. Xhe will, 
or voluntary power in man, is not always em¬ 
ployed in the pursuit of that^ intellectual excel¬ 
lence of which the mind approves. It is fre¬ 
quently employed in obedience to the appetites 
and. even the most^absurd passions : good men 
were therefore unwilling to admit that the per¬ 
ception of moral** truth in man depends for its 
certainty upon the will>^ven of the Deity him¬ 
self. They forgot that a Being, possessed of 
boundless intelligence, who is divested e»f appe¬ 
tites and W'eak affections, can • only exdrt his 
-^ill or voluntary energies in the accohiplish- 
ment of w^hat is most rational and excelle’»t: 
Xhey also forgot, that as the word truth means 
only the actual state of things in the universe, 
^ere can be no such thing aj an-eternal or 
necessary truth, that docs not consist of a de- 
cription of the l3ivine character and nature; for 
nothing else is eternal or necessary. All intel'* 
lects being derivec^ from this source, they can 
only possess a secondai^pr desiTative constitu^pn, • 
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and perceive or judge according to that con¬ 
stitution. 

Leaving this obscure subject, however, it will 
not be dilIicult*to discover what is the duty o£l_ 
man with j-egard to his*own power or faculty of 
understanding or reason. As the perfection ot 
our rational faculty is equivalent to the perfec¬ 
tion of our intellectual nature^, and as that per¬ 
fection is only to be attained by constant exer¬ 
cise, it becomes our duty to lose no opportunity 
of exerting our understanding in the pursuit of 
truth, Xhe world on which we are placed i'- 
so contrived that it contains not a reptile, a 
plant or a blade of grass, a stone or a particle 
of dust, to investigate whose constitution and 
nature will not afford much eixiployment for all 
our ingenuity and all Qur talents. When u e 
add to these the extent of‘research presented by 
the variety of minds placed on this globe, and 
the reflection which is always necessary to ena¬ 
ble men to conduct with propriety the affairs of 
lif«, it will readily be agreed, that it is not the 
fault of the Contriver of our existence, if the 
human understanding languish through want of 
emplo>«meiit. Jhle has devised sufficient busi- 

4 

ness to occupy our intellectual faculties, were 
W'e to remain m qur present stSte during many 
ages. It is a part at least of our duty, then, 
while we continue to exist in this world, to oc- 
cupy ourselves in cthe . pursuit of all ■.seieh.ee. 
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and of all wisdom. We can never have enough; 
for the more we acquire, the more discrimina- 
ting’and the more excellent will our nature be¬ 
come ; and there will still renlain to be travel¬ 
led an infinite length* of the journey towards 
intellectual perfection. 

I shall here add a few remarks upon a most 
important quality of the human mind j I mean 
the modification to which the feelings of the 
perceptive faculty are subject, in consequence 
of which they become sqmetimes extremely 
grateful or pleasing, and at other times extreme¬ 
ly painful. 

Enjoyment and suffering, or pleasure and 
pain, appear to be the result of an excess of 
feeling or sensibility in the perceptive faculty ; 
or rather to arise frr^n certain objects being 
very strongly pressed upon its notice. 

Hence, in proportion as they are better 
known, all objects have a tendency to become 
'indifferent, or to excite none of that expess of 
sensibility which is the cause of pleasure 'and 
pain ; for this obvious reason, that they are less 
attended to, or less perceived. 

Pleasure and pain are mere mvolunf^ry feel¬ 
ings ; that is, w'e, may or may not put honey 
into the moutA ; but having, once placed it on 
the tongue, or organ of sense, the pleasure ari¬ 
sing from its sweet taste i^ involuntarily produ¬ 
ced. 
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Pleasure and pain arise from four origi-' 
nal source;?, out of which all our enjoyments, 
and sufferings are derived : Firsts From the 
senses, whether*they consist of appetites, or of 
those sense;? which are ^bservient to the acqui-^ 
sition of knowledge. Secondly^ All efforts of 

voluntary power are attended with pleasure, 
when not overstrained or too long continued ; 
in which case they become painful. Thirdly^ 
Xhe successful exertions of the perceptive fa¬ 
culty in performing clear and distinct acts of 
discrimination, dr in discovering truth, are plea¬ 
sing ; whereas its unsuccessful efforts leave a 
painful sense of confusion, weakness, and dissa¬ 
tisfaction of mind. Xhe pleasure produced by 
the exertions of the perceptive faculty may, in 
some measure, be ascribed to tlie will or volun-*- 
tary power; an effort of which always accompa¬ 
nies them. In most cases, the pleasure is pro¬ 
portioned to the degree of attention, that is, of 
voluntary power which is exerted. Fastly, Xhe 
metnory of agreeable sensations and exertions is 
pleasing ; and the memory of painful sensations 
and efforts is productive of uneasiness. 

Xhe ,*pleasurd!s which arise from our sensa^ 
tions, from our voluntary exertions, and from 
the memory of these, have a powerful effect in 
influencing human conduct, by leading us to an 
indulgence in them i and accordingly one great 
*bra^TLch of moral duty consists of acquiring such 
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a uegree of voluntary power or self-command, 
may enable the mind to disregard tjhese plea- 
.sures when placed in competition with better 
and more permanent interests ; *a subject which 
‘^will be discussed more ftilly in its prpper place. 
In the meanwhile, it ought to be recollected, 
that the human mind consists only of three 
powers or faculties ; Sensation, Involuntary hte- 
mory, and Understanding or Intellect. I have 
called .sensation and memory subordinate fa¬ 
culties ; because perfection, of mind does not 
Consist in their boundless improvement, and be¬ 
cause the possession of them, in their most per¬ 
fect state, is by nq^ means necessary to the pos¬ 
session of an excellent intellectual character. 


.CHAP. II. 


OF IMAGINATION. 


I NEXT proceed ta examine some of the most 
important speculative exertions of the human 
understanding ; and I begin with Imagination. 

If the former Chapter has-been well understood, 
it will not appear extravag’ant to say, that •the* 
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jjna^inatjon Is an e xertion of tJye nmlerslamj/n^ 
Z Aaee c/eser/^ec/ t/ie Au/nan /nte//ect or imf 

r 

derstanding as consisting of the two faculties of^ 
perception and*^ voluntary power; and I have 
said, that py the aid ofHhe subordinate facultie*s 
of sensation and memory, it performs every in¬ 
tellectual function or exertion. The ellcirt that 
obtains the name of imagination is performed in 
this manner: Xlie train of our ideas, or invo¬ 
luntary memoi'y, is continually going on, and 
presenting to the mjnd its past sensations and per¬ 
ceptions in their natural order, or as they have 
formerly appeared. The mind, by its voluntary 
power, sometimes arrests thjjse ideas, calls up 
others, and arranges the whole in a diflercnt 
manner. This new arrangem'ent changes their' 
elTect upon the mind^cor perceptive faculty. 
The new combinations ate treasured up in the 
memory, and are remembered as a kind of new 
objects, but as objects which we remember to 
have ^never been presented by nature, but to 
cortsist merely of groups of ideas arbitrarily ar¬ 
ranged by ourselves. 

Imagination has been called a creative faculty ; 
but, iir faet, it* is merely a power of arrange 
ment, and produces nothing new, being alto¬ 
gether dependent, upon memory for the simple 
ideas or materials upon which it works. Dean 
Swift’s flying island, for example, and his 
“Hoj.iynnhms. contain nothing radically new; 
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illhoii^h the arrangement of ideas which pro- 
r/i/cccf t/jcse jfc//oi7s /md /n it mucA no; elty. 
The ideas of an island and of motion in the air 
are familiar to the human mii^d. The ideas 
of rational actions, and of the figure of a horse, 
are equally familiar ; and the whole novelty 
consists of the whimsical arrangement by which 
motion in the air^is connected with an island, 
and rational conduct with the figure of a horse. 
By forming strange associations or arrangements 
of this k.ind, men can fancy to themselves the 
existence of ghosts, fairies, emihanters, monsters, 
ifnd devils. It is to be observed, how'ever, that 
imagination only arranges objects of sense, and 
chiefly objects of sight. We can form no image 
or imagination of the abstract qualities of intel- 
lect, such as virtue, justice, or courage ; though, 
by a supposed reserg.blar?ce, these qualities may 
be likened to objects of sense. The reason of 
I his will afterwards appear. 

The mind or perceptive faculty distinguishes 
ne arrangements or objects which Nature'* ex¬ 
hibits, from those which itself has formed, by 
recollecting at pleasure, that these last were of 
its .own production: But among the other ca- 
la-itiities to,.which mankind are exposed, this is 
pne, and surely .^thC most dreadful, that the 
perceptive faculty sometimes Ibses a portion of 
its voluntary power,^ and ceases to be able to 
y^oinmand the memory or train of ideas, or to 
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be able to call up, arrest, or dismiss ideas by an 
effort of its will. This constitutes mania or, 
madness.* 

Under sucff a disease, the train of ideas, or 
involuntary memory,^ proceeds as usual, aii^ 
presents lo the mind all the objects ot its for¬ 
mer knowledge, and all the arrangements or 
knaginations that were ever formed by itself: 
but as the voluntary power over the memoi'y is 
partially lost, the mind cannot arrest the course 
of its ideas, to lecollect or distinguish which ot 
them were originally of its own formation, and 
which of them arose from actual observation ; 
neither has it the power of dismi.ssing at plea¬ 
sure any image that memory may chance to 
present to it. In such a situation, therefore, it 
believes as realities all its notions, and all the 
remembrances that happen to present them¬ 
selves, and acts accordingly. 

Sleep diflcrs from madness in this, that the 
madman usually possesses Tull power over the 
rpu*scles of voluntary motion, and. can fully exv 
ert all his limbs ; whereas in sleep, all volun¬ 
tary power is lost over the body, as well as over 
the ipempry.^ The train of ideas goes on,-and 
jnodlices what are called dreams. While the 
sleep remains, these dreams are believed to b'',? 
true, or the ideas presented by the memory are 
legarded as realities ; because there is no power 
pf dismissing them, or of recollecting their or' 
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gin : bul as the voluntary power over the body 
has ceased, as well as the power over the me¬ 
mory, the sleeper remains quiet, and does not 
disturb the world. 

Here, then, is the difference between a state 
of sound intellect, a state of madness, Snd a state 
of sleep. A man of sound mind can arrange 
his ideas so as to 'imag-ine himself created empe¬ 
ror of 'China; but he can also recollect that 
this is a fancy of his own forming, and he can 
dismiss it from his thoughts. If a madman 
chance to form the same notion, he will be¬ 
lieve it to be true, and will assume the state of 
a monarch ; for he can command his body and 
even his memory tn a partial degree ; but he 
cannot dismiss an 'jdca. that presents itself strongly 
to his mind, nor so far^xert recollection as to 
perceive its origin*. Jf" the same fancy occur 
to a man asleep, he will believe its truth like 
the madman : but he will lie still, and do no- 

^ ip 

thing ; tor he has no power over his body. 
When he awakens, he recovers at once 
whole voluntary powers, and recognises the 
falsehood of the notion, or that it was a dream, 
rjom this example, it appears that .the, volun¬ 
tary power of the human mind is extremely 
divisible, and rAay be possessed by the same 
person at. diflerent times in very different de¬ 
grees. A paralytic* person loses it with regard 

to some of his limbs, whilq he retains it with 

# 
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regard to the rest ; and those who walk in their 
sleep retain it over their organs of voluntary 
motion, while they are destitute of it in almost 
every other respect. 

When a man has formed to himself any very 
interesting notion, cither of a pleasing or of a 
terrible import, he is apt to recur to it frequent¬ 
ly, and to dwell upon the contemplation of it. 
For a time this may do little harm ; but gradu¬ 
ally the memory, or train of ideas, may necome 
so filled with the phantom, that it will continu¬ 
ally recur of itself; and by degrees so entirely, 
banish every other subject of reflection, that at 
last the mind shall lose the power of getting quit 
of it at pleasure ; and will then of course begin 
to regard it as a reality. When things arrive 
at this extremity, the disease is a true madness, 
and is often incurable. It wifi at least be impos¬ 
sible to cure it by argument; because the mind 
has as good evidence of tl^e truth of what it 
fancies, as it has of any other truth ; that is, it 
cannot banish the idea, nor voluntarily recol¬ 
lect that it is a fancy formed by itself.' In this 
manner do the illusions of vanity, of melan¬ 
choly, -and of call the passions, too frequentJy 
operate to the enfeebling or to the' utter de¬ 
struction of the human intellect* 

Imagination, or the formation of new ar- 
I angements, is undoubtedly a very valuable 
mpde of exerting, tlie human understanding. 
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By collecting the perfections of various objects 
into a narrow compass, it presents to the painter 
images of beauty more perfect than ever Nature 
fashioned ; and it supplies the poet with more ex¬ 
cellent characters, and higher efforts of integrity, 
than ever actually appeared among men. It is 
the soul of eloquence, by affording the means 
of illustration, or^ of representing, in a stri, 
king light, the consequences which particular 
events have a tendency to produce upon human 
allairs. it constitutes the talent of invention ; 
as by It objects are arranged in*ncw forms to the 
rniiid’s eye, and the effect of the new combina¬ 
tion discei'ned, before it actually exist, or is car¬ 
ried into effect by ej^eriment. 

Imagination is also the source of what is call¬ 
ed syrnpcithy^ or that fe^ow-feeling which, on 
ordinary occasions, interests mankind so strongly 
in the welfare of each other. When we per¬ 
ceive marks of grief, or when an event of a 
calamitous or of a prosperous nature has occur- 

led to an individual, we recollect our own ffeel- 

• • 

mgs when we exhibited similar marks of grief • 
or we arrange our ideas in such a manner as to 
sujyose ourselves in a like calamffous or^ pros¬ 
per jus situation. By these means we are en¬ 
abled, in some de^rde, to feel his feelings, and 
to think his thouchts ; and thus V’^e learn to re- 
(oicc w’.th them that ^rejoice, and to weep with 
them that weep. Xhe prosperous or unhannv 
VoL. I. G 
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person can also, on such an occasion, recollect, 
the feelings of indifferent spectators ; who enter 
into his feelings indeed, but with more coldness 
than he himse?f does. Hence he is led to repress 
the more extravagant emotions of gladness or of 
grief, thdt he may olrtain the fellow-feeling of 
others. Thus from the exercise of imagination 
we learn a degree of self-cggrtmand and of dis¬ 
regard for external events, brefore an improved 
judgment has taught us the value of the one, ot 
the superiority which we ought to possess over 
the other. 

Imagination is extremely improveable. l5y 
acquiring a great variety of ideas upon a parti¬ 
cular subject, and by fre'quently labouiing to 
form new arrangements of^ these ideas, a man 
may usually attain to l^/ery great powers of ima¬ 
gination. It is "by this jndustry that individuals 
become celebrated as wits, poets, painters, me¬ 
chanics, or orators ; for what is called se?iius in 
these arts is truly nothing Wbre than this power 
pf*forming new arrangements acquired in, an 
uncommon degree. But all men possess this 
power in a certain degree. By acquiring much 
kno’^srledge, therefore, with regard to any parti- - 
culdr branch of art, and by exerting mucii 
upon it his powers qf forming new arrange¬ 
ments, a man of sense can scarcely fail to ac¬ 
quire what is called a rich and fertile imagina¬ 
tion with regard to that art ; and thus he wiff 
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become what is called a man of genius. His 
genius will be accounted more or less splendid in 
proportion to the variety and singularity of the 
combinations which he forms. Thus the first 
efforts of a young poet, orator, mechanic, or 
Other artist, are often as defective as <?an well 
be conceived; but by perseverance and well^ 
directed exertions, ,hiS imagination becomes* 
fertile, his judgment accurate, and his more 
mature productions arc denominated works of 
genius. 

Our dutj' with regard to the iifiagination is ob<- 
vious. As imagination is nearly equivalent to 
invention in every department of art or of 
scrence, the possession*of it in a state of fertility 
and vigour must attended with advantages 
proportioned to the utility^or excellence of the 
art in which it is exortq,d- A man who con-* 
trives an improvement in agriculture, by which 
a spot of ground is made to afford, with no 
more labour than formerly, a double quantity 
of the productions necessary to the subsistence of 
man, affords the means of increasing the mea¬ 
sure of intelligence and of reason that exist in 
Hiis ^'orJd ; for as a greater quantity,of fqod pan. 
now be procured, a greater number of intelli¬ 
gent beings will be brought into the world, and 
v/ill find subsistence in it; or if the numbers of 
mankind are not increr^ed, yet the greater fact* 
lity with whieh the necessaries* ^of life may b* 

G ^ 
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procured, will enable multitudes of persons to 
devote a larger portion of time than formerly to 
the pursuits of science and the improvement of 
their faculties. It is impossible to calculate, 
or even perhaps to qonceive, how much intel¬ 
ligence, ^nd how many enlightened minds, the 
first contriver of the plough, or of the fishing net, 
•have produced in the world. It is, therefore, 
every man^s duty to cultivate his inventive 
powers, that he may be enabled to labour with 
success in the discovery of what is trulj' valuable. 
It is also his duty to cultivate those powers of 
fancy, by which truth and reason are commu¬ 
nicated and diffused with clearness and energy. 
Thus wherever he comes,*" although he make no 
books, and deliver no oratigns, yet his conversa¬ 
tion at least will difl^jjse good sense and know¬ 
ledge, and all who asfocnate with him will be¬ 
come, in some measure, enlightened and wise as 
he is. 

To regulate well the w^anderings of imagina¬ 
tion is also an important part of our duty. To 
build what are called castles in the air, or vision¬ 
ary fabrics of felicity, is often a favourite amuse- 
.mept o/ thg young and the happy. But piuch 
time is thus uselessly consumed, and a disgust is 
often acquired for the senoris and humble occu¬ 
pations of real life. The best security against these 
evils, as Well as against*the melancholy image'? 
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of calamity and care which sometimes take pos¬ 
session of the memory, and unhinge the volun¬ 
tary power or self-command of the mind, con¬ 
sists of cultivating the understanding in a high 
degree, and of learning to^ act upon the maxims 
of sound wisdom. He who is fully satfsfied ythat 
there is nothing truly valuable but*a discerning 
and vigorous mincV and that there is nothing 
truly unfortunate but error and weakness, will 
not be apt to lose his self-command, by indulging 
in dreamt either of pleasure or of misery. If at 
any time, however, a man of* sense shall per¬ 
ceive that his understanding is in any degree 
led captive, it becomes instantly his duty to 
seek the obvious r^ihedy for so serious an evil. 
This remedy consists of diversified and active 
occupation, by which th^ attention is turned to 
new objects, and the* memory is enabled to pre¬ 
sent various images to the mind. 
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CHAP. III. 

OF ARRANaEMENT, AND THE FORMA1ION Ot 

EANOUAGE. 


is that exertion of intellect by 
which, upon perceiving an object possessed of u 
peculiar quality, we voluntarily recollect all 
the other objects which reSiemble it in that re¬ 
spect, and endeavour tp fix the fact of their re¬ 
semblance in the mei^iOry. In arranging obx_ 
jects, we either give littlv attention to their per¬ 
manent and important qualities, apd are only 
solicitous to produce new and unexpected 
groups of ideas; in which case we are spid to 
^xert imagination: Or we endeavour to arrange 
objects according to their real and obvious qua¬ 
lities, which is called Philosophical Arrange¬ 
ment, jand ha% the acquisition of knowledge ^for 
its end.. Of this last kind of arrangeinent, I now 
mean to take notice. 

The universe*consists of a vast variety of indi¬ 
vidual objects, many of v^Jiich are continually 
changing their fo/ms, and every one of which 
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\iiffers in some circumstance from all the rest. 
Amidst such a diversity, it would be impossible, 
\\dthout arrangement, for men either to acquire 
or to convey to each other any valuable know- 
ledge; for every separate object, and every 
change which that object’undergoes, vgould.be a 
separate subject of study, and wouJd require to 
be separately fixed^ in the memory. At every 
step we should encounter new difficulties ; far no 
advantage could be derived from experience, as 
the next'objcct would be no less new than the 
preceding one. Xo surmounf these difficulties, 
we endeavour to find out qualities in objects in 
-which they resemble or differ from each other, 
and vve arrange th«*m into classes; that is, we 
do one of two things; we either make an effort 
of the mind to lodge th^n. as it were close toge¬ 
ther in the memory, that the train of ideas may, 
by association, for the future present them all at 
the same time; or, more frequently, we endea¬ 
vour to fix in the nfemory the foct, that various ‘ 
natural objects possess a particular com«non 
<juality; and for the future we satisfy ourselves 
with remembering this fact, and think no more 
ofjthe objects themselves. Xhus the astronomer 
finds mean>s to count the stars, * by ^arranging 
them into what ^re 'called constellations, accord¬ 
ing to then situation in the heavens; he recol¬ 
lects the constellations, though he forget the in¬ 
dividual stars of which theyreonsist. Xhe bota- 
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nist arranges the whole plants with which nature 
has so lavishly adorned and enriched this wDi'ld, 
according to certain appearances in their flowers, 
which are sulii^iently various for the purposes of 
discrimination, and, at tlie same time, sufficiently 
simple to ^ be recollected with facility. The 
mechanic, in iike manner, recollects bodies, as 
globes, cylinders, cubes, or pyramids; and the 
surtaces of bodies, as triangles, squares, or 
circles. 

In this way, by arranging objects according 
to their common qhalities, all physical science is 
foimed: t or hun.an science consists merely of 
a knowledge of facts, or of the actual state of 
the univeise. This knowledge is acquiied by 
observing events and objects, and is letained by 
arranging facts accordir ^5 to the circumstances 
in which a great number of .jndividuals happen 
to agree or to ciifler from each other. 

Moral Science is formed by observing what 
those actions are which produce or display the 
greattjst degree of perfection of mind in our¬ 
selves or others ; 'and in arranging them under 
beads or branches, which are denominated 
virtues. 

Xhe^^perlection of any branch of science con¬ 
sists of two things; of the accuracy wath which 
all the facts connected with it have b^en inves¬ 
tigated, and the clearness /if the divisions or 



FORMATION OF LANOUAGK. 


105 


' »■ 

branches into which these -facts have been dis- 
- tributed. 

We can never discriminate with too much 
accuracy between the various olyects of nature, 
or exercise the mind too rnuch in forming correct 
or scientific arrangements of them.'^ No such 
danger arises from this exertion as*from forming 
the an angements o^imagination. J5y imagination, 
objects are connected which in themselves have 
no strict similarity. The value of such combi¬ 
nations often consists of their novelty or extra¬ 
vagance. lienee they have &t times a tendency 
to mislead the understanding; whereas the 
perfection of the scientific arrangements now 
mentioned, depends entirely upon the accuracy 
of judgment, and ^the attention to truth that is 
exerted in their formatit^. They do not, there¬ 
fore, store the memory with wiiat is illusive and 
false, but with true and real similarities and dis¬ 
tinctions betw een the difl'erent objects of nature, 
or the various exertions of the human mind. 

Xhe important art of Speech or Langua^e^is 
brought to perfection chiefly by efforts of ar¬ 
rangement or classification. 

•\'\.''e c^n only exjDrcss what W'e perceive. 
The nature and extent of language, theft-efore, 
will be aecurat^y’understood by considering 
attentively the different classed of our own per- 
cepnons. 

In the place, then, tHe human mind per- 
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treives present o&ject& t^e senses, n/ieT n^sent 
objects by the train of its ideas or memory; 
Secondhj, the human mind perceives that ob¬ 
jects resemble «r differ from each other: And, 
lastly, it perceives its^ own exertions, or the 
efforts of ift voluntary power. 

Xhus the liuman mind having three classes 
of perceptions to express, ^ust have three 
classes of words or signs whereby to express 
them. It must have names for objects; names 
for expressirig wherein one object differs from 
another; and names for actions or exertions. 

Xhe names of objects are called by gramma¬ 
rians simply names of substances, or substantiue 
nouns, as George, Lo'ikion. Xhe names of re¬ 
semblances and differences of objects are called 
adjective nouns, becausepthey are usually added 
to names; as in the expressions, a good man, a 
rich man, a beautiful woman. Here the words 
good, rich, and beautiful are adjective nouns. 

Xhe names of actions or exertions are called 
verbs ; as to love, to hate, to eat, to drink. 

Xhese three kinds of w'ords constitute he 
whole of the radical or necessary part of lan¬ 
guage,, befausQ they express the three classes of 
perceptions of the human mind; I "mean the 
perception of objects, the perception of their dif¬ 
ferences or resemblances, and the pe3-ception of 
its owm exertions. 

„But for the sake.fef recollecting with ease the 
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various objects o£ nature afict exertions of mind, 
men are gradually induced to arrange objects 
and exertions, and the differences between ob¬ 
jects under different classes or Ufeads. Xo these 
classes names are givey, and in this way dis¬ 
course is greatly shortened ; for it'‘becomes no 
longer necessary in conversation* to . enumerate 
individual objeetj, as the name of the class'or 
group to which they beloi.g includes a great 
number of particulars, and renders the special 
mention of them superfluous. Xhus the w^ord 
jQ 0 'est may include a million of trees, and save 
the trouble of enumerating them all. 

Hence language comes to consist of four 
kinds of words: le'irst^ of names of things or 
substantive noun«: Sfxondhj^ of names of the 
differences of things oif adjective nouns: Third¬ 
ly, of names of acfiosis or verbs: And, lastly, of 
names of classes of things, or classes of distinc¬ 
tions between things, or classes of actions. 

Xhc names of classes have not obtained a spe¬ 
cial name from grammarians, but have b»ey 
confounded with the kinds of words whose use 
they abridge. Thus the word horse is called a 
rSame or substantive noun, though ip fact it is 
not the rfeme of any one object in nature, but 
is the name of a’clgsswhich includes multitudes 
of individuals. 

As this subject *is of much importance to 
Moral Science, and indeed Vo all science, I slytll 
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piiiyue It somexvAat ^ore minute/pf sncf sAa// 
take notice of the first three classes of words 
separately, and at the same time of the abb re- ’ 
viations or words of the fourth class that arise 
out of each of them. 

1 st. IsTances of substantives, or substantive 
nouns, are thus invented; Xo enable two indi¬ 
viduals to communicate to eapli other the ap¬ 
proach of a particular object, pei'haps a dangei-ous 
wild beast, they form an agreement by such 
signs as they can devise, that a certain sound 
shall resemble the 6bject : thereafter, when the 
object is perceived by one of the parties, he 
immediately, by an effort of his will or volun¬ 
tary power, recals the nanre agreed on, and 
utters it to his friend, who, by a similar effort of 
will or voluntary powe^ over the train of his 
ideas, recollects the objecj; that it was agreed 
to represent. When this exercise has been 
frequently repeated, the sound of the name, by 
the association or habitual train or current of 
ideas,* instantaneously, and without effort, pro- 
iffuces the remembrance of the object, and the 
sight of the object produces the remembrance 
of the name. 

Ot the objects that exist in the universe, how¬ 
ever, very few have received oames, and these 
names scarcely fdrm a part of language, as it is 
no mark of disgraceful ignQ'*ance for a man to 
be unacquainted wich many of them even in 
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his native tongue. A. f6rest may consist of 
millions of trees, yet no one of these trees has 
ever probably received a special name, al¬ 
though each tree is a totall;>'» distinct object 
from all the rest. Every particular bird, beast, 
fish, stone, or plant that exists in nature, is itself 
a separate individual ; yet it is dbvious that we 
should find it impossible either to contrive 
names for them all, or to remember such an in¬ 
finite variety of names after they had been con¬ 
trived:* Such an eflbrt of invention or of memo¬ 
ry would even be altogetlaer useless, and is 
superseded by means of arrangement. Ehe ob¬ 
jects of nature arc arranged into diflerent classes, 
tind w'e satisfy ouAelves with assigning names to 
the classes. Xhj.ts the word horse, introduced 
as the name of a cla^ of objects, includes an 
immense multitude,of individuals. The word 
quadruped includes a still greater multitude; 
and the word animal, denotes every object in 
the world that is possessed of sensation. Xhese 
w'ords, horse, quadruped, or animal, may Jae 
used at pleasure, to express either the whole 
class of objects, or any one individual con¬ 
tained in it; wEich affords the,means qf greatly 
shortening discourse, and relieving the me¬ 
mory. 

Names of substances «^r objects, and of classes 
of objects, or sub:>tantive nouns, are the simplest 
kind of words; and hen^p n>ei;i have a /jref*** 
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tendency to reduce 'lall other words into the 
form of names or substantive nouns, as will 
immediately appear. 

2^/. Xhe nam/?s of the differences between ob¬ 
jects or adjective nouns are invented for the 
sake of expressing comparisons. Xhus we ex¬ 
press the difference of taste between sugar, vine¬ 
gar, and wormwood, by saying that the one is 
jreveet^ the other is sour^ the last is bitter. As 
the objects, however, that exist in nature are 
numberless, and no two of them are exactly 
alike, it has been f<3und impossible to contrive 
or to remember names for. all the various de¬ 
grees of distinction that they exhibit. On this 
account, the differences between objects or their 
qualities have been reduced into classes, and 
general names have beenfassigned to each class. 
Of this nature are the words good and bad, 
great and little, wise and foolish. Xhese do 
not express the difference between any two par¬ 
ticular objects % but they express in general all 
those differences of which we approve or dis- 
iljl^rove, in whatever circuffistance the difference 
may consist. Xhus the word good, when ap¬ 
plied to vinegar, means that it is soufj applied 
to honey, tliat it is sweety applied to oak tim¬ 
ber, that it is hard; to a down^bed, that it is 
soft; to a merchant, that he is rich ; to a soldier, 
that he is brave; and * to a s,oholar, that he is 
dearned. In the samfe manner, he who is in 
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one sense a ^reat man, may in another sense be 
a vei-y little man; and a little tree may be 
much larger than a tall shrub. 

Adjective nouns have no meaning when they 
stand alone, as they are not names of things or 
of objects, but merely*of the diff^ences be¬ 
tween objects, Hence, to give them a signifi¬ 
cation, we must add to them the name of tl^e 
object whose difference from other objects e 
mean to express. Thus the words good and 
evil, wise and foolish, mean nothing, unless we 
add to them the name of some being or object 
*whom we wash to distinguish; for there is no 
such thing as abstract good or abstract evil in 
the universe. 

But although the^differences between objects 
are not themselves objects, mankind have 

always been dispo^pd to give naTres to them, 
and to reduce them into the simple form of sub¬ 
stantive nouns, di if they actually were objects, 
and had a separatei*existence. Hence the gene¬ 
ral adjective good has been changed into good¬ 
ness; wise, into wisdom; foolish, into folfj^|k 
poor, into poverty; happy, into happiness; and 
white into whiteness. Goodness, wisdom, folly, 
poverty, happiness, or whiteness, hoVvewer, are 
hot objects that,actually exist in nature; they 
are merely names assigned to'classes of the de¬ 
grees of difference.! that ^ist between objects. 
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The word whiteness, for example, may express 
a considei'able variety of colours, as it is obvious 
that what is called whiteness of skin in a man 
or woman, di^rs greatly in colour from the 
whiteness of chalk; and hence the woi'd white¬ 
ness has n«!:. precise meaning, till we point out 
the particular" object to which it refers. Such 
words enable us to talk in a ^general manner of 
whole classes of the differences betwixt objects, 
without alluding to any particular individuals; 
and hence they are the great sources cf ambi¬ 
guity in langua^, and of misapprehension 
among men. Thus one man calls it wisdom to 
gather money; another calls it wisdom to get 
himself talked of; a third accounts himself 
wise when he knows how far it is to the moon; 
and a fourth, when he^ understaDds some un¬ 
known tongue that nobody .cares about. Some 
people account every thing poverty tliat is 
below an hundred thousand •pounds sterling; 
while others think themselves rich with the 
hunllredth part of that sum. W^hen such gene¬ 
ral words, therefore, are used by a man without 
a previous explanation of the particulars in¬ 
cluded by him under them, we can derive little 
benefit from his discourse. 

Sd. Verbs, or words expressive of action in 
ourselves pr othfers, either signify particular ac¬ 
tions, or they -denot^ classes of actions. Thus 
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le words to bite, to chew, and to s/. allow, ex¬ 
press the particular steps of an action which is 
expressed at once by the general verb to cat. 
The verb to walk expresses a variety of exer¬ 
tions of dillcrent muscles pf the body ; and the 
verbs to move, to act, and to think, include al¬ 
most all other verbs. 

The same thing V^ppens to verbs that I havei* 
tnentioned as happening to adjective nouns. 
Mankind have always been disposed to convert: 
them intd substantive nouns, and to give 7iames 
actions or exertions, as if they were objects 
or substances permanently existing in Nature. 
Thus the verb to move is converted into the 
substantive noun motion ; to extend is converted 
'into extensio7i ; to e^jd^r^is changed into ch/f ci- 
t'lon ; to be idle is changed into idle?iess ; and 
to act is changed into, action. Motion, exten¬ 
sion, duration, and action, are not objects that 
actually exist in tfie^universe ; they are merely 
names assigned to classes of exertions, or suppo¬ 
sed exertions, by which we are enabled to talk 
of them in a general and simple form, as if 
they were real objects or substances. These 
weVds, therefore, do not differ in jneaning from 
•the verb from which they are derived*; for 
when it is said that action or a'ctivity is better 
than idleness^ the meaning is tbe same as if it 
had been said that tt^ act is fetter‘than to be idle. 

One of the most frequent,perceptions of the 
VoL. I. K 
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human mind is that by which it notices a difle- 
rence in the state of external objects coirespond¬ 
ing with a difference in the train or state of its 
own ideas. JL €wig is planted in the earth, and 
becomes a great tree a traveller is seen far off, 
and afterwarffs near or at hand ; a ship was ob¬ 
served in the harbour, and thereafter at a dis- 
tance at sea. While these Changes took place, 
the train of ideas, which continually proceeds, 
presented a variety of objects or thoughts to 
our minds, and we have made many and va¬ 
rious exertions. Comparing what passes within 
with what passes without, we say that w'c have 
existed, lived, or endured, while these changes 
took place. Converting tfiese verbs into sub¬ 
stantive nouns, we say that^Ave have enjoyed/^V 
existence, or duration, ^vhile such events were 


passing around us ; and’^as^all our own actioii^ 
and all the chtmges that occur in Nature 


pen in succession, they arew compared wdth the 


stTC^'ession of our ideas or our duration. In all 


Kinguages, therefore, verbs, or the words expres¬ 
sive of action, are formed in such a manner as 
to express, by a change of sound, both the ac¬ 
tion i.tself, and the relation it beai's to -che 

train of our ideas or to ot'r duration. Xhis is* 


called by giamjnarians the ti?ne or tense of the • 
verb. Xhus standhi^j implies a present act, and 
stood implies a past^ action. ^ In some languages, 
vrch as tjre- English, most verbs are so harsh 
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oi' abrupt in their sound, thdt they cannot be 
changed without offending the ear; and in 
these harsh languages, Certain v^erbs make an 
important figure, ,by being substituted for the 
changes of sound that 5,re used in, smoother 
tongues. Such are the verbs that signify to ex¬ 
ist or be, to possess or baTje, to act or do, to exerj; 
power or to will. ‘These supplementary verbs 
express the lime or tense of the verb to which 
they-are annexed. Thus we can say, “ William 
“ hears,” or he exists, or “ is hearing.” "We can 
sRy, he heard, or he was hearing, or he hath 
heard, or he did hear. While in the Isnglish 
language we say, have loved,” “ I had lo- 
I will love in the Latin tongue these 
allusions to time are cxT^ressed by the mere in¬ 
flection of the word ^that signifies to love (^a?na-^ 
■?’/, amauei^am, amabo'). 

The most difficult part o'l^lcRiguage is its ab¬ 
breviations. Not cftily are words contri^-ed to 
express classes of objects, classes of differestces 
between objects, and classes of actjpns but 
words are also invented to stand for whole sen- 
tegices, or for parts of sente«ces. When we 
?^ay that tw'o persons are cousins, the A^^orfl. cou¬ 
sin is used to avoid laying that the grandfather 
gr grandmother of the one wa» grandfather or 
^S^rand-rhother to the ^flicr, iBy the words mer- 
r soldier, we in the ^me manner*avoid 
enjSmg into a description oT the mode of 

H o 
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of the person to whom we give these appellav. 
tions. Xhus also the monosyllabic “ 1” is used 
instead of saying, “ the person who speaks 
“ thou” or “ you,” instead of “ the peison to 
“ whom I speak and> “ he,” instead of “ the 
“ person o:^'whnm I speak.” 

There is also a way of abridging discourse by 
nicknaming words,^ or abridging the sound of 
them. Xhus the word “ if,” or the * Scotch 
word “ gif,” is the verb “ give.” “ It' I go to 
“ London,” when . written at full length, is 
“ give or grant that I go to London.” “ And” 
is said to be a corruption of an old verb “ anad,” 
to add. The expression “ John and James,” 
was originally “ to John add. James.” 

Language is the mosto distinguishing accom¬ 
plishment of man ; arrd an accurate acquaint ¬ 
ance with its principles'* is a more impoitant, 
speculative duty^ifan is generally supposed. 
Being -the medium by which, in this world, 
miqds hold intercourse with each other, and re- 
Cjprocally communicate knowledge, ignorance 
of its nature has given rise to very gross errors, 
and even to great moral calamities, of which I 
shall now tak® notice. 

The simplest form or branch of language, as* 
already stated, is that by which particular words 


See the DIver3»ons'*of Purley by John Horne 



FOK.MAXION OF LANGUAGE. II 7 

or appellations are made to represent particular 
objects. Xhis simplicity has induced mankind, 
whenever it v as possible, to give the form of 
names or .substantive nouns to thgir expressions. 
I have already mentioned, that not only glasses 
of objects have been treated in thi^A ay by the 
contrivance of such words as a trefe, a house, an 
animal ; but also ^hat adjective nouns, or uorcis 
expressive of the difference between objects, 
have received this form by the invention of such 
words asT "goodness, justice, w'isdom, and others 
of a like nature. JbLven verbs, or words expres¬ 
sive of action, have been converted into the 
form of substantive nouns or names, by means 
of such words as motion, life, duration, exist¬ 
ence, extension, for^he sake of enabling us to 
talk in a short and simjjle manner of classes of 
exertions, without alluding to any particular cx- 
cition. 

Very extraordinary effects have arisen fiom 
this practice of converting all words into the 
form of substantive nouns or names. As ?u5i- 
stantive nouns or names were oiiginally used to 
denote particular existing objects, a notion gia- 
dr\ally ci'cpt into mens minds, tliat all words 
bearing this form must represent paiticufeir ob¬ 
jects actually ousting in nature. Xhe poets 
made a notable use of this notiftn. They amu¬ 
sed their hearers orHheir r\^aders' by represent- 
ing *the w^ords v/ar, wdsdom, ’ love, revenge, and 
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Others, as beings endued with intelligence, and 
as performing an important part in the business 
of this world. War was a terrible being, who 
stirred up strife between mations, and presided 

over battles. W^isdom was a beautiful virgin 

* ^ 

clothed ir^armour, who sprung from the brain 
of Jupiter, \he father of gods and men. Xhus 
the poets personilied all the most remarkable of 
those secondary substantive * nouns which had 
been formed from adjective nouns or verbs, or 
had been adopted as names of classes of cvpnts ; 
and thus they truly gave 

to airy nothing 

A local habitation and a name. 

Had matters been carrie'd no farther, little 

* ^ 

harm would have ensued. But mankind be- 

£ 

gan gradually to believe fhat the entertaining 
and marvellous stories told them by their poets 
alxiut these fictitious beings were all true. Ar¬ 
tists flattered this popular *delusion, by produ¬ 
cing- beautiful pictures and statues of those 
creatures of imagination. Temples were at last 
built to their honour ; priests were consecrated ; 
a system of superstitious idolatry banished from 
the humdn mind all discernment of,truth ; and 
the people woxshipped mei^ ^ocables under the 
figure of beautiful paintings and statues of male 
and female deities. 

The delusion, ui^der a different form, reached 
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tli^e philosophers themselves. Supposing that 
every word which bears the form of a name or 
substantive noun must represent a particvilar 
object, it became a very pux^ing question, 
What particular object we speak, of when we use 
such words as a tree, gootiness, motion? or ^hat 
idea is present to the mind wher-t^ve think of 
a tree or of goodness in general, and not pf 
any particular tree, or particular example of 
goodness ? 

Xhe I^tonists supposed that there are cer¬ 
tain uncreated essences of things, w^hich exist¬ 
ed from all eternity in the Divine Mind ; and 
that these essences are the objects of thought, 
or the things signified by general terms. 

Xhe followers of^i^ristotle believed the exist¬ 
ence of something lilce the Platonic essences, 
which they called, substantial forms; which 
they said are continually flying off from all bo¬ 
dies, and which form the objects of thought 
when w'c use general expressions. 

At last, during the dark ages, there arose a 
new^ sect of philosophers, led by Peter Abelard, 
whose misfortunes have been rendered inte¬ 
rdicting by the talents of Mr Pope. Xhe follow^- 
ers of this new sect asserted, that wheA w4 think 
of a general terrq, we think only of the term or 
W'ord itself. Xhey Were called Nominalists, in 
opposition to the foWow^ers i,of Aristotle and Pla¬ 
to, who were called REALf&Ts. Xhe nbmina^ 
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lists were nearly in the right; for when we 
thinlc of the number nine, in general, without 
thinking of any set of objects in particular, it is 
obvious that we do not think of any object that 
exists in iN'^ature, but ^merely of a word w^hich 
pray be us^^d to avoid a tedious enumeration of 
particulars. '“If at any time we proceed farther 
than this, it is only to recollept some of the par¬ 
ticular objects that we suppose the speaker to 
include under the general term, that w^e may be 
the more certain of his meaning. T hns when 
a tree in general is spoken of, without reference 
to any paiticular tree, w^c satisfy ourselves with 
calling into the memory an indistinct image of 
a trunk and branches. • 

To this day, however^ tX'X^ature of language 
is by no means well understood. And hence we 
find the writings of metaphysicians filled w ith 
discussions about time, space, and eternity ; as 
if they were objects which actually exist, and 
not merely general terms intended to represent 
t^aifis of perception or of thought in the hu¬ 
man mind. The mathematicians also, who 
usually pay little attention to the operations of 
inlellcct, and ^ have little knowdedge of them, 
arc sti^l disputing about the definition of points, 
and lines, and surfaces ; as if /hey were objects 
actually existing, and capable of being defined, 
or specially murkecyout ar#..! distinguished frou’ 
other particular objects. Thus they define a 
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point to be that which hath no parts or no mag* 
nitude ; or, in other W'ords, they define it to be 
nothing at all. Indeed their point is nothing at 
all. A. point or puncture is tio doubt some¬ 
thing, when, made witl\ a needle on the skin, or 
with a pen upon paper ; but the^nathematical 
point, or the general term, is merely the verb 
to point or pun<jture under the disguise or* a 
substantive noun, in the same manner that the 
verb to move is converted into motion, or to ex- 
ert into exertion. Xhe orily explanation that 
can be given of such words, consists, not of de¬ 
fining or describing their objects (^for tliey are 
net the names of real objects), but of cxhibit- 
ing particular instances of punctuation, exer¬ 
tion, or motion, tp^lvch they may at pleasure 
be applied ; just as we explain the word sour 
by pi'esenting a sobr object, or the w'oid Ji've by 
exhibiting so many individual objects, and by 
declaring that thi^ word applies to all similar 
classifications or quantities. 

Much of w'hat is called argument is often 
nothing more than an explanation of wo»’ds : 
Thus, to pi‘ 0 \ e that temperance i.s a virtue, we 
fViay say that virtue consists of vitelljgejjice and 
self-comri\and : Bujt tempeiance is an exertion 
of self-commani ; therefore temperance is a 
virtue. Here th^ concluision is contained un¬ 
der the first proposition o.. expression * and the 
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argument is nothing more than a statement of 
one of the particular facts contained under it. 

I shall here quit the subject of language ; be¬ 
cause I wish to tdiscuss it no farther than is ne¬ 
cessary to point out the importance of the study 
of it to the i^nprovement of the human mind. 
Endless literary disputes have arisen from the 
want of a correct knowledge of the meaning of 
the words which the disputants employed, and 
from their consequent misunderstanding of each 
other. Systems of superstition have aHsen out 
of mistakes concerning the nature of words. 
Truth and falsehood have been confounded, and 
the alFairs of life rendered difficult and intricate, 
from inattention to their precise import. Hence 
it becomes, in some measure/every man’s duty, 
as he wishes either to give' or to receive im¬ 
provement, to endeavour ;o understand clearly, 
and to use correctly, this great organ of social 
.communication. 
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APPENDIX TO THE PRECEDINO CHAPTER. 


OF THE I>fTELTECTOAI. FACULTIES OF THE 
INFERIOR ANIMALS. 


VV^iiEN discussing the subject of language, the 
question naturally suggested itself, how it comes 
to pass that none ^o!fcj;hjs inferior animals possess 
the power of speech ? On pausing to consider 
the proper answer*to,this question, it occurred, 
that it would aflbrd no bad test whereby to dis- 
cov^er whether I had been giving a correct ac¬ 
count of the human faculties ; because if I had 
given a complete, and at the same time a well 
discriminated, detail of the intellectual powers 
of man, I ought to find no dilliculty in explain- 
i>jg, with precision, wherein the intellectual in¬ 
feriority of the other animals consists,’ or in 
pointing out the ^particular powers by the want 
of which they ar’t> disquaJifieSl from acquiring 
the use of languagb, and from ’ engaging in a 
career of improvement. 
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I need not express to the builders of systems 
how much I here trembled for mine. On re¬ 
flection, however, I have satisfied myself, with 
what justice otlfers must determine, that, on the 
principles already stated, it actually is extreme¬ 
ly easy to ec:<plain the metaphysic, or natural 
history of the minds of the inferior animals, 
'f'his explanation throws considerable light upon 
some of the operations of the human mind. 

Some of the inferior animals possess organs 
sufficiently fitted for uttering articulate sounds ; 
and accordingly they can easily be taught to, 
pronounce words ; but to these words they do 
not affix any meaning. Other animals cannot 
be taught to utter words, tRough they seem to 
understand many words spoken by man. 

But no animal possesses the power of speaking 
and of understanding its owh speech at the same 
time. The reason is this ; 

Animals possess sensatiop, involuntary me¬ 
mory^, and a perceptive faculty. They also 
pCJssess voluntary power over their limbs and oi - 
gans of sense ; but the defect or the inFcriority 
of their intellectual nature consists of tins, that 
they possQss no voluntary power over their m.;- 
mory, and therefore cannot intentioilally recol¬ 
lect any thing. When they see one object, 
they cannot, by an act of \>/ill, arrest the train 
of their ideas, ‘and call up fhe remembrance or 
idea of ahother that resembles it; and hence 
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they cannot arrange or form classes of objects, 
The general terms of language, therefore, such 
as a tree, a house, goodness, motion, which aie 
not names of objects, but of classes of objects, or 
of perceptions and cxcrkicns, must be for ever 
unintelligible to them ; as, when.^ey hear the 
word, they cannot voluntarily recollect the mul- 
titudes of particuiar objects or events to all or 
any one of which it may refer. 

By mcctnsr’of involuntary memory, an inferior 
animal may be taught to, expect particular 
events. If the same word is repeated to a dog 
every time he is fed, the sound of the word will 
become involuntarily associated in his memory 
with the pleasure of eating, and he will acquire 
the habit of coming^o^the person who pronoun- 
-ecs this word ; but he can never make use of 
this or of any other ?i^ord himself, because he 
cannot voluntarily recollect or recal it to his 
memory. When he sees an object, he cannot 
intentionally recollect its name ; and wheq he 
hears the name, he cannot lecal the absent oo- 
ject : though, by the effect of association, he 
may feel pleasure when a name is repeated, or * 
acquire the habit of performing certain ifiotions 
in obedience to it. 

When I refleclli^that 'my mipd is superior to 
the mind of a ciog^ only because my memory 
obeys my will, and that this difference may 
possibly arise merely from'some rriinute cu*-* 
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cumstance in our original organization, I am 
humbled by the consideration, and I cannot 
help regarding the doctrine of the metempsy¬ 
chosis or transmigration of spirits, and the hu¬ 
mane sentiments whiclfit inspires, with a consi¬ 
derable degr^ of respect- 
,Xhe state of a man under complete mania or 
madness is similar, in some r&spects, to the or¬ 
dinary state of an inferior animal. They both 
possess the command of their organs--of sense 
and motion ; but no power over the memory 
exists in either of them. The inferior animal^’ 
are not subject to the disease of madness ; be¬ 
cause it consists of the loss ^ of a power which 
they never possessed. The^/canine madness is 
no exception to this rule; ^s it seems to be 

a 

merely the agitation arising from extreme pain,' 
or from a tendency to suffocation. 

A madman, however, differs from an inferior 
animal in some respects. Besides that his mad- 

ness^ or want of voluntary power over the train 

♦ # 

of his ideas, is seldom complete, the effects of 
his having once been a rational being still re¬ 
main with him. His memory is stored w'ith ar- 
rangerfients of*ideas formed in his better days. 
These at times involuntarily become present to 
his mind ; and ‘the want o:^'^power to dismiss 
them induces him to act as if they were true 
. and real. It is also to be remarked, that the 
pbwer or energy which inhabits the human 
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form possesses immense activity. If, in conse¬ 
quence of any defective conformation, this ac¬ 
tivity cannot be exerted in the natural or ordi¬ 
nary manner, it will act and exhaust itself in 
some other way. Ilenc»e arises the restlessness 
and excessive strength of madm^fh. Whereas 
the other animals, possessing originally a l^ss 
exuberant poi’lion>of voluntary power, act at all 
times in a regulated and moderate manner. 


CHAP. IV. 
<# F -y A s X E, 


TCaste, in the popular accej.—. of the word, 

is the power of distinguishing and of receiving 
pleasure from certain objects as beautiful or su¬ 
blime, and of receiving uneasiness from other 
objects, on account of their being considered as 
deformed or mean. The word ''Taste i^fself is 
metaphorical, or a tsirftl^^^comparison borrowed 
from one of our S>mses. literally signifies the 
power of distinguisfying and of receiving plea¬ 
sure or pain from certain objects, when applied 
to the tongue, which is the'organ of sen^:atr^e 
taste. 
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As that peculiar exertion of the human facul¬ 
ties, which receives the appellation of a taste for 
what is sublime and beautiful, has been the 
subject of much speculation among men of 
letters, I shall here talce some notice of its 
nature, and oi^the degree of estimation in which 
it ought to be held in a moral point of view. 

The objects, the contemplation of which 
affords pleasure to the human mind on account 
of their beauty or sublimity, are se extremely 
numerous, that it i? difficult to know where to 
begin a detail of them. To those who look 
around with discernment, the whole heavens 
and the earth and the ocean are covered with 
glory and beauty. The brig,,it and the lowering 

sky, the calm and the tronbied ocean, the green 
covering of the earth, and its alternate state of, 
hoary desolation, are all either beautiful or su¬ 
blime, and as such are fitted to give pleasure. 
To those possessed of a deliQate taste, not only 
the ^vhole, but every minute part of nature pro¬ 
duces the same effect. 

Lo ! not an hedge-row hawthorn blows. 

Or humble harebell paints the plain. 

Or valldy winds, or fountain flows. 

Or purple heath is tijig’duh Vain: 

Fok s7ic7j the rivers dush* the fuming tides. 

The mountain swells, the date subsides 
E’en thriftless furze detains their wand’ring sight. 
And the rough, barren rock grows pregnant with 
delight. SnENSTONE. 
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Perhaps, indeed, there exists not a plant, an 
animal, or any object that nature has piodneed, 
which may not, wlien regarded in some point 
of view, be justly accounted beautiful. ISlot 
only do the human race^ in the form of their 
bodies, in their actions, and thei.v arts, come 
under this description, but even the meanest 
insects and reptiles ];iave soniething in their struc¬ 
ture, in their mode of subsistence, or the changes 
they undergcv-vVlnch conlers a beauty upon them, 
and renders the con tempi atioi/i of tlieir nature 
pjeasing. 

The sole object of what are called the fine 
arts, is to afford gratification to taste; and the 
objects of these ^arh^are formed for no other 
purpose but to do so. -JiVe should err widely. 
hoM^.-er, were we to suppose that the empire of 
taste extends no fartfier*over the r arious efforts 
of liuinan skill than merely to those which come 
under the above appallation, and tliat no beau¬ 
ty is to be found in any art beyond the cinje 
of poetry, painting, and music. Almost e\ ery 
art of every kind, however homely its object 
inay be, is in some respects to be considered as 
a fiite art, inasmuch as its produetion-« aye, in 
certain circurnstanceS;^.eilcom^cd beautiful. We 
«very day hear bcj^fful .chairs, tables, 

broad cloth, carts, Roughs,’ coaches, and, in 
hort, whatever is employed for utility or plea¬ 
sure, at times receives this appellation. ' Mathe-** 
voL. I. r 
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maticians tell us of beautiful demonstrations, 
and anatomists talk with great ease of eJe^ant 
and beaiitijul anatomical preparations. Even 
a dunghil may perhaps appear beautiful in its 
proper place and season; and an intelligent agri¬ 
culturist wo*tM probably regard a farm-yard in 
which it should be wanting as deformed and de¬ 
fective on that very account^ 

Hence to attempt to take particular notice of 
all the objects of taste, wofuld b^^Ls^ttempt an 
enumeration of all the works of Nature, of 
many of the works of art, and of all the gene¬ 
rous, the wise, and virtuous actions that ever 
have been, or that ever can be, performed by 
any individuals of the hui^^n t;ace ; for all these 
are iir some respects *i*^ceunted beautiful or 
sublime. - - - . 

In the apprehension \>f' mankind, therefore, 
there must be some qiiality common to all these 
objects, called their beauty or their sublimity; 
and hence it mijst be supposed that a tune upon 
the fiddle, and a profound speculation, both of 
which are at; times termed beautiful, possess 
some circumstance in which they correspond.. 
Thist, stBange* and almost boundless diversity’ 
which appears to ^is^/iijJ'jy.hat are called ob¬ 
jects of taste, has proved nq^a little perplexing 
to speculative men, fron^ the difficulty of dis¬ 
covering a fixed point of resemblance among 
<hem. jVletaphygical writers have very gene- 
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ralijf attempted to get quit of the difficulty, by 
tepresenting taste as a peculiar quality or feel¬ 
ing, which is bestowed by Natyre only upon 
certain individuals of the human race, and 
which is iii itself altogether different from the 
understanding or the faculty by whffch, in other 
ekJses, we discover truth, or distinguish the qua. 
lities of objects. II has also been a celebrated 
question among these writers. Whether taste is 
altogether a-i^itrary, or whether there is any 
standard to which its decisions*may be referred ? 
Ftofn this notion that taste is somehow dillerent 


from reason, or is a peculiar sentiment planted 
only in some favoured minds, arose the idea 
that there is no real T|gauty in objects; and that 
** thus Nature formeh m^ to feel,” is a sufficient 


to feel,” is a sufficient 


ju^t^cation of the ta^te of every separate indi¬ 
vidual. Hence too arose the opinion so gene¬ 
rally maintained (from Longinus to Hr Blair), 
that the taste of the ’greatest nurnber must be 
sought as the test of what is beautiful; not bfe- 
cause the greatest number of minds will pro¬ 
bably form the most accurate judgment of 
trutli, but because the feelings of the multitude 
must necessarily be the feelings of *Our ’naAire ; 


iis what they call salt;^ and what 

they call bitter, cdntSkjt be s\wet. 

.That the peculiar e:^ertion of the mind, calle<i 
^aste, may be coiTectly understood, it .will be 
riiecessary to recur to some of ili€ pripciplo'^.Lor- 

I 2 
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merly stated. It was remarked, that the hum 3 >»~J 
mind approves or disapproves of the productions 
of art, of the objects of nature, and of the actions 
of men ; or im^jutes to them perfection or defect, 
in proportion to the, degree in which they 
afford an opportunity of displaying the presence 
and the efforts of an enlightened and vigorous., 
dr of a defective and degracj^ed mind. It may 
now be farther remarked, that the objects which 
we highly approve, we also regard‘J*^Wi pleasure ; 
and that those objects which are considered as 
defective or worthless, are regarded with dis¬ 
satisfaction or uneasiness; or, in other words, 
tliat the perception of excellence is a pleasing 
perception, and the perception of defect and 
unworthiness is painfu2'.-<**^ The cause of these 
last feelings may be thus explained : . , 

It was foi'merly obse»veU, that all efforts of 
voluntary power or attention, and of clear and 
distinct perception or discernment of the qua¬ 
lities of objects, are of a satisfactory or pleasing 
nature ; whereas overstrained exertions of atten¬ 
tion or will, and perplexed and unsuccessful 
efforts of the judgment, or perceptive faculty, 
are pfiin^ul. iThus intellectual excellence, wlien 
existing in ourselves, pra q xe rlyvd by us, is pro¬ 
ductive of pIca^ur^^T^Thispleasure is recorded 
in the memory, afnd the^'recollection of it is' 
pleasing. VC^’hen we perceive in other person^ 
,^tions br efforts- of art, which appear to pro-s 
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from similar intellectual perfection or suc- 
ces^ul exertions of thought or power, we recol¬ 
lect and enjoy anew the pleasure which we 
ourselves have derived from such exertions: 
On the contrary, a painfwl recollection is pro¬ 
duced by the discernment of defective and un¬ 
successful efforts, w'hicli suggest the idea of 
weakness and impc^'fection of intellect, 

At a very early period of life, also, we per¬ 
ceive the v-^jferiority over inanimate objects 
which is possessed by intelligent beings, or by 
niind ; that to it felicity, power, and e\ cry valu¬ 
able quality belong; and that from its improve¬ 
ment all the advantages of which our situation 
is capable are deriveA. It is also in the society 
of human beings, tlvm'^9% of other minds, that all 
oui^ pleasures originate. Hence the value of 
mill'd, and of its best tjualities, is deeply fixed 
in the memory. It is likewise to be remarked, 
that in every case ki w'^hich we perceive that 
an exertion has been made of valuable inttil- 
lectual qualities, the pleasure is enjoyed which 
results from the attention being excited in a 
lively degree ; a circumstance wliich occui's from 
dis<?eming the traces on the presence of lajlents, 
“Of which we lyy^eiKythe importance. 
iThe contemplatioi\ of s5n^ talents also gives 
^pleasure; because V e* vely effort of mind 
By which we perceive their worth, is itself^' 
both an act of successful discernmfent, _and» 
a proof of our owm acuteness of piind;' 'xr 's 
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a source of self-applause, that is, of the additionaJ\ 
pleasure which self-love (a sentiment to- lae 
afterwards explained_) prodvices in the mind. 
From all tl^ese circumstances combined, it 
gradually" becomes a fixed principle or quality 
of the human mind to* take delight in the cort* 
te.nplation of min J, or to love itself and its own 
likeness. lienee it regards with pleasure every' 
exertion of acute discerninerlL and of voluntary 
power. Xhese characters and these actions are 
contemplated with pleasure whTth exhibit 
proofs ol great knowledge or discernment or 
sclr-command, or which display the presence o^ 
much rnind or greatness of intellect : on th« 
contrary, it becomes the nature of mind to dis¬ 
like, and to regard wi^^Auneasiness or pain, 
whatever exhibits marks of^ undue imbecility, 
ignorance, want of discemisient, or imperfection 
of intellect. 

On examining the various objects of taste, it 
will be found, that what is "called their beauty 
is 6nly another name for their perfection. It 
consists of the skill and energy, or of the degree 
of intellectual excellence, that appears displayed 
on any occasion, or in the formation of any"- 
object. An olsject is called be^tiful when it is 
excellent of its high degree of 

wisdom appears to l^ve be^exerted in its pro^'^ 
duction. Xiieqdeasure with which it is regarded^?/ 
is nothing else than the satisfaction which at- 
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^tends the contemplation of perfection, or of the 
valuable qualities of mind which the object has 
afforded an opportunity of displaying. If the 
excellence of an object is uncomjnonly great, so 
as to require a considerable effort to discern its 
whole worth, and all the skill and power which 
are manifested by means of it, sucK an object is 
said to be more; than beautiful,—it is sublime* 
The opposite of hfeauty is deformity or imper¬ 
fection; the opposite of sublimity is meanness, 
or extraordinary defectiveness, 

^ I shall endeavour to illustrate this principle 
(which was very nearly the doctrine of the an¬ 
cient Socratic school), that what is called the 
beauty of an objector of an action, is nothing 
more than its excellSi?^, or the degree of intel¬ 
lectual worth which it nas afforded an opportu¬ 
nity of exhibiting. 

The most distinguished and remarkable of all 
the objects of taste ^are the virtuous actions of 
men. Upon these the historian and the poet ‘ 
dwell with enthusiasm. The perseverance, !he 
.self-denial, the intrepidity, the elevation of mind 
amidst calamities, and the contempt of every 
illtberal interest which are possessed by the 
eminently rirtupus, fo^m the favourite sv/bjects 
pjoy which the trag^ 'ihiii^e^Arrests the attention 
and the sympathy oi^those who live in situations 
Ifar removed from the scene of action described 
These subjects interest our affections,, and call 
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forth a degree of admiration far superior to' 
what any part of inanimate nature can ever 


excite. 


Look, then abroad thro’ Nature, to the range 
Of planets, suns, and allainantine spheres 
Wheeling unshaken, thro’ the void immense^ 

And speak, O man ! does this capacious scene, 
W’ith half that kindling majef^^tj'-, dilate 
Thy strong conception, as when Brutus rose 
Refulgent from the stroke of Ca;sa*st.<yfate, 

Amid the croud of patriots ; and his arm 
Aloft extending, like eternal Jove 
When guilt brings down the thunder, call’d aloud 
On Tully’s name, and shook his crimson steel. 
And bad the father of his country, hail ’ 

-Jj, au so fair 

In all the dewy landscap^T^of»the spring. 

In the bi ight eye of Hesper or the morn. 

In Nature’s fairest fornisf is*aught so fair 
As virtuous friendship ? As the candid blush 
Of him who strives with fortjune to be just ? 

The graceful tear that streams for other’s woes ? 

<Ci)r the mild majesty of private life ? 

Pleasures of Iaiacination, B. I. L 487. 


It does ^not ^eem difficult to explain how^it 
comes to pass that the vh^ous^actitfos of men 
interest us more thai^lve ^e^uties of inanimate 
nature, although the ‘skill th^ is exerted in the„ 
formation of nUturtfl objects unquestionably cx- < 
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,^ceeds all degrees of intelligence that in any 
ca'se can be exerted by man. In the case of 
virtuous actions, the efibrts of mind, its struggles, 
and its worth, are more distinctly perceived than 
in the case of natural o]pjects, and are, therefore, 
more strongly sympathized with for wo'find it 
more easy to compare our own feelings with 
the feelings of other men, than to sympathize 
with the thoughts and the skill of the Creator of 
the universe. We know the difficulty and the 
exertion of mind that is necessary to enable us 
to act with integrity on all occasions; but we 
can form no idea of the exertion requisite to the 
making of a world. And hence, although we 
perceive that muc^ intelligence must be neces¬ 
sary to the accomfSis^i^nent of such a work ; yet, 
.t/n ordinary occasions, we perceive it with an 
indistinctness which 'iiminishes our sense of its 
value, and therefore leads us to take an inferior 
inteiest in the contemplation of it. 

It is justly said of some characters and of some 
actions that they are lovely and amiable, or 
sublime and noble, and that it is impossible to 
know them without delight and admiration; 
"Tnat on all such occasions, if we ^xarryne^in what 
the lovelihess <ind di>rility,-or beauty and subli- 
mity of an actios^ cons''sf^thesje qualities will be 
found to amount td^othing more tlian the degree 
of perfection, or supposed perfection of mind 
that is to say, of Wisdom and seif-commEycn 
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that it displays. The glory of* the Greeks who . 
fell with Leonidas at Thermopylae consists "of 
this, that, laying aside the ordinary weakness of 
mankind, they sacrificed their lives for the dou.. 
ble purpose of exhibiting to their countrymen, 
who were then divided and wavering, an exr 
ample of generous and honourable conduct, 
arfd of intimidating a powerful invading enemy, 
by giving him reason to believe that their 
country must be depopulated befi^re it could 
be subdued, and that no extent of numbers 
would be adequate to such a task. The seve- 
I’ity of the Spartan matron, who shut her doors 
against her ov.n son, because he had fled from 
Thermopylae, the justice of tl^e elder Brutus, the 
public spirit of Regulu^- tu^ continence of 
Scipio, and the firmness of Cato of Utica,—have 
all been admired, becauserthfcy were considered 
as examples of an enlightened self-command, or 
of a disregard for ordinary feelings, when placed 
in competition with interests, of which the mind 
approves. If it is ever found that an action, 
apparently splendid, has been performed from 
hypocritical or irrational purposes, or from any 
thing else than a resolute and enlightened spirit-,' 
the admiration with \^hi ch it w q^.. regarded in¬ 
stantly ceases ; a circumstance alone suf- 

^ficiently demonstrates * the tr^th of the propo¬ 
sition already slated; or, that every action is 
nrgarded wilh pleasuce, and is accounted sublime 
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or beautiful only in proportibn to the excellence 
oi the perfection of mind from which it is be¬ 
lieved to proceed. 

The works of Nhture are considered as exhi¬ 
biting much beauty; biu on attending to the sub¬ 
ject correctly, it will be found that their# beauty 
consists solely of their excellence,*or of the skill, 
and power or energy, that have been exerted in 
their formation j *nor is any beauty perceived 
without a discernment of skilful contrivance and 
arrangement displayed in them. A beautiful 
^pian or woman is nothing rhore than an indivi¬ 
dual, whose person is singularly well formed and 
adapted for all the purposes of nature. IDefect 
and deformity, in ^is particrilar case, obviously 
correspond. So trcaCj^^s this, that the finest form 
^cems to wither while we ga,e upon it, if we 
are informed that* it^is affected by any latent 
disease or constitutional defect. The same 
rule applies to ah plants and animals. Thus 
beauty consists of the j.ei foction of their consti¬ 
tution, or of the skill successfully displayed in 
their formation. Hence health is always beauti¬ 
ful, and disease is always the reverse. 

. When we contemplate the upiverse at large 
as an immense machine, and consider Vhe ex¬ 
cellent adaptation of all its parts to each other j 
how the air, the l^nd, and the sea are accom¬ 
modated to the nature of their Various inhabi¬ 
tants; how |he eyes Qf apimals ar® suited 
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the degree of light they are to encounter; thei^ 
lungs to the air they must breathe ; their consfi- 
tutions to the heat they must endure, and the 
food by which \hey are to subsist; and how 
their organs are contrived for their security, and 
for the supply of their wants,—it is impossible 
not to perceive that all around us is beautiful 
an'fl sublime! But, in this case, the pleasure de¬ 
rived from sublimity and beauty results altoge¬ 
ther from the supposition which we inake, that 
the universe is the work of a skilful mind, the 
contemplation of whose contrivance gives us 
pleasure. Leave out this supposition, and let 
the universe be considered as a casual jumble 
of elements, without order^ or permanency, 
which may fall into a difii^el^t form in an in> 
stant, and its beauty immediately vanishes. 

When a man hears a dij^^ourse pronounced in 
a foreign tongue which he does not understand, 
he perceives nothing but confusion and un¬ 
meaning sounds, which can give no pleasure: 
And when a man, who discerns no design or 
contrivance in the works of Nature, contem¬ 
plates the universe, he is necessarily in the same 
situation. man of learning, who understands 
the foreign language;, in.,yv^^hicA discourse is 
delivered, may perceiv/g that tl^ speaker utters 
many eloquent and b^autiful/fexprcssions, many 
profound reflections, many ingenious contri- 
\<y:ices, and many bold imaginations. In the 
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.^me manner, by regarding ^ho works of Nature, 
with this translation of their meaning, that they 
are the productions of a powerful and a skilful 
mind, they instantly become bedutiful. A. man 
of understanding, coiVemplating the mighty 
fabric of the universe, is pleased, because 
he perceives that a skilful astronomer has 
been there, and has arranged the plan of ikts 
movements ; in tfie forms of animals, he can see 
that every: nyechanical invention has been ex¬ 
hausted by the wise anatopnts, who contrived 
their various functions; in the changes, by com¬ 
position and resolution that continually occur 
through Nature, he can discern the skill of an 
accomplished che;;riiist; in the mingled colours 
Ijiiat adorn to ^hee-iCye the productions of 
-JSTature, he can discern the ai't of a painter; 
and he can hear *th«> performance of a musi¬ 
cian in the music of the fields and woods: 
f'or, like the words of a foreign tongue, 
the material objects contained in this ,uni- 
verse have no beauty, and they are contem¬ 
plated with no pleasure, excepting in so far as it 
is perceived that they express the thoughts and 
*<ontrivances of their, author ; and this ej^pression 
constitutes at-sojnee. their beauty and their excel¬ 
lence. 

Similar beauty^s also ^ seen in the order of 
providence, or in that combination of wants and 
of passions by which man is induced at cme 
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period to build up, and at another to pull dowt^T" 
first to erect and support the arrangements of 
society with much anxiety, and thereafter to as¬ 
sault and destro^ them with much rage ; at one 
time to tear in pieces with contempt every monu¬ 
ment of art, aud at another to regret the loss 
which his barbarous fury has occasioned^ 
and at every period of his hisj^ory to exhibit a 
scene of various exertion, which is most ad¬ 
mired by those who best understand''ifs*tfendency, 
to produce and exhibit all the possible varieties 
of intellect of which human nature is capable: • 
Amidst the apparent disorder of these moral 
elements, the efforts may be discerned of a skil¬ 
ful teacher training up mind;^ even in the most ^ 
unfavourable circumstance's^' tor the possession of 
much energy. For it is not by literature and wise" 
institutions alone that the '■-human mind is im¬ 
proved. By calamities and poverty the untu¬ 
tored savage is enabled to acVjuire a degree of 
self-oommand that renders him superior to fear 
and tortures, and a degree of sagacity often 
little inferior to that which is produced by an 
elaborate education. In every case, however, it 
is only in so far as the arrangements of Provi¬ 
dence appear skilful and well* contrived for the 
accomplishment of a valuable purpose, that they 
are accounted beautiful, or aiV? considered with 
admii-ation; When no pmmose of wise design cart 
b^discovefed, they Idse Ims quality. 
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> In what are called the fine arts, it is always 
in proportion to the degree in which the object 
of a particular art is perfectly and skilfully at¬ 
tained; or in which mind appe&rs, that beauty 
and sublimity are undei^stood to exist. Xhe re¬ 
gular notes of music are supposed,to be nothing 
more than the * tones by whicd» the human 
voice expresses kindness, courage, pity, affec¬ 
tion, and other agreeable sentiments. These 
notes are said to be pleasing or beautiful ; be¬ 
cause they suggest the recollection of pleasing 
•sentiments, or intellectual qualities. The sounds 
by which anger, peevishness, discord, and every 
unkind sentiment are expressed, are always dis¬ 
agreeable ; because they recal to the memory 
iinpleasing ideas.-, J^ence the words concord, 
.discord, and harmony, are applied to musical 
sounds. What is calied time in music is plea¬ 
sing ; because it marks the constant interfe¬ 
rence of an active and thinking being; and 
because it tends to increase the expression of 
sentiment produced by the sounds, by introdu¬ 
cing the ideas associated with quick and slow 
motion. Thus music is a sort of imperfect Ian- 
"^bage, which expresses human feelings qnd pas¬ 
sions, but nothing-more. 


See Reid on the Intellectual J^owers, and Alison oik 
Taste. * 
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When all the important sentiments of the. 
human mind have been expressed in regular* 
combinations of sounds or musical compositions, 
the art of musit is complete. In this situation, 
when artists can produc;e nothing new in point 
of expression, ^they endeavour to excite the ad¬ 
miration of their hearers by the execution of 
\r5iat is difficult. Hence the music of early 
ages is simple and full of expression ; that of 
later times is astonishing and intricate. In 
early times, men admire the expression of hu¬ 
man sentiments ; at a later period, they admire, 
the skill of the performer, or rather of the com¬ 
poser, who employs a dozen instruments at once 
to express, by their combined efforts, what was 
formerly expressed by th^ hy^man voice aloneJ 
But in every case it is skill, or the exeition and 
the presence of mind, thai is accounted beauti¬ 
ful ; the skilful expression of sentiment, or the 
skilful execution of what is difficult. 

Tw'o circumstances render poetry pleasing : 
the nature of the subjects it celebrates, and the 
skill of the poet. IVhen a perspicuous descrip¬ 
tion is given of the actions of the just, the 
brave, and the, good, we listen to it with dc-”' 
light ; and this delight is the, same w'itn our ad¬ 
miration, or love of perfection of mind. We 
are pleased with these quali*:ies when we sec 
them exerted, and wc are pleased with them ' 
^£0 in description. - 
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The art of the poet is displayed in several 
ways. His language is measured ; a circum* 
stance which suggests the idea of his skill, and 
gives to it that expression of le'\?ity or of gra¬ 
vity which the time prtjduces in music. He 
sometimes also accompanies it with,music,'to in¬ 
crease its power of expressing human feelings. 
The poet takes advantage, in his style, of the" 
illusions of imagination, and represents the 
names of events, or of trains of thought, as re¬ 
alities. He talks of fame, an^d time, and death, 
^d- other general expressions, as if they were 
real heings, and describes their fictitious adven->' 
tures with amusing art. His chief resource, 
however, consists in endeavouring to suggest 
singular and imexf)eo^^ed resemblances betwixt 
objects. His hero is bold as the lion ; irresist¬ 
ible as the rock fa^inbg from the brow of the 
mountain : His voice is loud as the thunder, 
and terrible as the ocean in a storm : He is swift 
of foot as the hind, and steadfast as the promop- 
tory encountering the waves : His shield is like 
the moon ; his sword like the descending light¬ 
ning ; and his spear is like a pine-tfee cut from 
the grove. Even when the pact describes a 
bad character, which we cannot love, we may 
• ■still be pleased with the .accuracy of the de- 
.scription, or with tbp unexpected resemblances 
that are pointed out, and which form the splen¬ 
did imagery in which it is expressed, 

Vor. I. K 
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Poelry is arrived at peifcction when the mosj, 
interesting human characters or actions have 
l>een well described, and when the most stri¬ 
king similitudes have been exhausted. That 
they may be exhausted,is obvious ; for the terms 
which can l?e personified, and the objects ot 
comparison, are limited in number ; and aftei a 
e’ertuin period of their history, mankind a]ua>s 
justly coniplnin that their poets have no longci 
any originality. 'I'hc art is acceuxlingly, in a 
great measure, dropped ; and men, in search of 
nov'elty, have recourse to prose, w'Jiose music i/j 
more various than that of poetry ; and to the pur¬ 
suits of science, which have no termination. In 
poetry, however, as well as in music, we see that 
intelligence and beauty *>re the same ; and that 
the source of our admiration is either in the e.>;- 
eellent characters desciibed, or in the skill with 
which the poet executes his description. 

Painting and statuary consist of the imitation 
nature. Xhe more perfect the imitation is 
rendered, the work of the artist is accounted the 
more beautiful. The painter may employ liim - 
self like the poet in representing actions that 
never togk place, or characters that never exiST- 
ed ; but still the beauty of,his work will always 
be in propoition to the art with which he re- 
piesents human passions aryl sentiments. Paint¬ 
ing may be altered, like music, from its original 
‘h,,.tinatic*n, it the artist, instead of representing 
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iN'^ature as slie is, or ought to be, shall labour to 
exhibit the splendour of colours or the delicacy 
of his pencil. 

In architecture, when a private house is to be 
built, conveniency and i^tility are always ^beau¬ 
tiful, and w hatever is inconvenier^t is always a 
deformity ; that is to say, good sense is always 
beanliful, and folly or imperfection is always 
defarined. In u public building, the appear¬ 
ance of a great exertion of power is equi t alent 
to sublimity. Hence trilling ornaments are di- 
i-ected to be avoided, and a great simple surface 
to be exhibited. 

In gardening* tnen are sometimes pleased 
with trim hedges, clipped yews, straight ave¬ 
nues, and the smootli-sh^^i'vc^' ^;T'een ; at other Limes 
they wish to imitate the simplicity of nature ; but 
in all cases it is art*and. skill that is accounted 
beautiful, though art is sometimes exerted to dis¬ 
play and sometime* to conceal itself. It may 
be observed, however, that as a garden is always 
an effort of much art, men never persist long 
in giving it a careless appealance; and hence 
our present serpentine w alks have gradually 
a^umed an appearance not les.s artificial than 
the straigfft avenues of our foiefathers. 

In every case good sen^_ or Justness of design 
is always accounte-^l a lequisite of beauty. A 
house that seems built on a foundation more 
slender than the superstruetTore requires, alwa^ViP^ 

K 2 
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appears deformed. A tree in foliage, however, 
appears a great object resting on a small basis; 
but as we know this foundation to be sure, and 
to be the form requisite for perfection and 
strength, we regard it a^ beautiful. If one large 
picture and t,wo small ones are to be hung on a 
wall, the most beautiful manner of hanging 
"them will be to place the large one in the mid¬ 
dle and a small one on eacli side. Upon what 
principle does the beauty of this arrangement 
depend? The answer is not difficult; it depends 
upon the appearance of design or thought. 
Were the pictures hung in any other manner, 
they would appear to have been placed at ran¬ 
dom and by mere hazard; whereas, in the other 
case, whoever comes to. thq spot, will readily 
perceive, and find pleasure in observing, that a 
rational being has been .heVe, and that mind or 
design has been exerted. It is upon this prin¬ 
ciple that order is beautifult; because it always 
n^grks some degree of that skill or design which 
forms the perfection of our nature; and order 
often consists merely in so placing objects that 
their situation may seem the effect of art or con¬ 
trivance, ,aud not of unthinking chance. 

These few remarks sufficiently show that the 
quality possessed by such various objects, called 
their beauty, is nothing el;^ than their perfec¬ 
tion, or the intelligence that they afford an op- 
poTftianity/- of displaying. To the vulgar the 
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thunder is extremely sublime, because they 
regard it as the voice of God, and as an effort of 
great power; to the wise, who regard it merely 
as the means of rectifying a disoVder in the dis¬ 
tribution of the elemen^, it is less so: but the 
rising sun appears sublime to the wise, who 
know its magnitude and the important place it 
is made to hold in the great fabric of the uni‘=* 
verse. Xhe floweVs of the field are accounted 
beautiful, on. account of the delicate art wdth 
which their coloui's arc mingled; but a mathe- 
^natical demonstration is beautiful also, if it is 
well contrived, and ascertain truth wdth clearness 
and precision. An orator may, w'ith much art, 
persuade his audience that liis sentiments are 
true ; but a surgeon may perform an operation 
with equal art; and to those who understand the 
difficulties which both must encounter, equal 
degrees of art will appear equally beautiful. 
Thus the idea of* beauty may be annexed to 
whatever is most disgusting, providing only theie 
be skill or wisdom exerted; and thus, as before 
observed, even dunghils and anatomical prepa¬ 
rations may come to be regarded with pleasure, . 
nftcause they afford an opportunity of displaying 
skill or intelligence,. 

To avoid misapprehension, however, it may 
be necessary to repiark, that although beauty 
and perfection imply the same qualities in the 
object to w'hich they are, ascribed^ yet they 
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are not, and onght not in general, to be ac¬ 
counted synoni mous terms in Janguage. Xhe 
former is meant to express the pleasure which 
the contcmpIatSon of an object produces in the 
mind; whereas the woi;d perfection iclates toils 
worth, or tlie^degrec of skill displayed in its for¬ 
mation. Vx’hen we observe, for the first time, 
Tfn ob/ect Inch is said to be perfect and beau¬ 
tiful, the terms may have precisely the same 
meaning; or they may express at-'once our dis¬ 
cernment of its worth, and the pleasure which 
the conte.npJat'on of that A\'orth excites. But a'?, 
the excess of sensibility in the perceptive faculty 
which constitutes pleasure gradually subsides by 
repetition, the object is at last coldly said to be 
approved of; that is, we- j^ti^l admit its value, 
but we cease to be aflectcd by it as an object of 
taste from which pleasure«>is Vo be derived. Xlie 
term beauty is also most frequently applied to 
external appearances ; because of their excellence 
all persons can readily judge. 

It IS to be observed, however, that certain ob¬ 
jects arc t)ftcn improperly called sublime or 
beautiful; not because they actually are so, but 
merely bqcausp they produce a degree of plt?a“ 
sure someubat resembling that v hi‘ch is pro¬ 
duced by the contemplation of excellence. 
Xhus a ruined budding is o^en called beautiful 
or sublime. The last, indeed, it may be, if it is 
4ery vast.^and seeni to have been reared by an 
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cilbrl of great power, or, which is tlic same 
lliiiig, by mvich and long exerted skill; hut vt 
cannot be beautiful. The sight of such an ob¬ 
ject, however, often gives rise to t* train of lellcc- 
lions that are productive of pleasure; it calls up 
the memory of what we have heard of the 
greatness and tlic enterprises of former ages, aiul 
leads us to think of desolation, and change, an.^ 
the lapse of years,Mnd of the destiny w hich gra- 
iluali V consuiiics tlie generations of men and their 
fauest woiks. 'khe nnnd, when entertaining 
jhese ideas, is pleased w itli*itsclf, and with the 
subjects of its meditation, and cmi.ecjuenllv en¬ 
joys a satisfaction \ ery similar to lliat which is 
produced by the contemplation of what is actu¬ 
ally beautiful or sublime: W'e aic, thcicfoie, 
apt to call it by tfie same name ; and^ ascribing 
our pleasure to th® object w'hich only aflbrded 
the occasion of its being called foith, we some¬ 
times incorrectly call such an object beautiful. 
The scenes where our youth was spent readdy 
excite many pleasing recollections; and weVae 
.ipl, in tlic tame manner, to call these scenes 
beautiful, though to a stranger they have no such 
appeaiance, and, in truth, possess no such qua¬ 
lity. Ho who suddenly looks trom the‘summit 
of a precipice, is apt to experience a confusion 
of mind similar to w'hat is'Fclf on contemplating 
the elfects of astonishing w'isdon\ or pow'cr; and 
thus the view from a great height is improperlv 



152 


or TASirr. 


called sublime. Xhus ajso, whatever is mode** 
rately terrible, is apt to receive the same appcK 
lation. A calm evening, by exciting pleasing 
and happy thoughts in the mind gf one man, 
will be called beautiful by him; whereas, by 
calling foith solemn and serious thoughts, it will 
be called sublime by another. It is a general 
•«ule with regaixi to these objects which are not 
truly beautiful or sublime Cn themselves, but 
which are only called so because they excite 
certain trains of thought, that scarcely tw^o per¬ 
sons are precisely agreed concerning their effect; 
and that even the same person, at different 
periods of his life, or perhaps at a different hour 
of the day, will not have the same emotions ex¬ 
cited by them. 

It is to be observed, that besides beauty and 
sublimity, the human mind‘d also perceives and 
derives pleasure frpm the contemplation of other 
qualities of objects, such a^ their novelty or 
ridiculousness, and that the perception of these 
qualities is accounted a branch of taste. 

New and unexpected appearances are ob¬ 
served with pleasure, because they rouse the 
mind, or excite attention in a high degree, ai^dr 
all activity is pleasing. In the pursuh of truth, 
what is new must please ; for this additional rea¬ 
son, that it brings' along with it a consciousness 
of increasing intelligence. 

An object is ridiculous wher^ it exhibits an un- 
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expected and obviously absurd combination of 
things or ideas. Such combinations please by 
their unexpectedness, and by the self-applause 
which the spectator feels when* he perceives 
something to which he acpounts himself superior. 
Hence in polite society nobody laughs, nor is 
laughed at, on account of the assumption of 
superiority which is always implied on the part" 
of those who laugh? 

I NEXT proceed to consider how far the culti¬ 
vation of taste ought to be regarded as a duty, 
or as a valuable kind of self-improvement. 

We have seen that taste, at least the taste for 
what is beautiful or sublime, is the exertion of 
the understanding^ in discerning the labours of 
mind or intellect, and the degree of perfection 
that appears in thesfe l^^bours, and consequently 
in the minds from which they proceed. The 
cultivation of taste,»then, when extensively un¬ 
derstood, is the study of Moral Science, or of 
the perfections and defects of intelligent beings. 
By exerting it, we seat ourselves in judgment 
upon the works both of God and man, and in- 
qtare into the degree of skill tha| has^ been dis¬ 
played in them. T^ste is not an arbitrary sen¬ 
timent, but an exertion of sound judgment. To 
acquire good taste is to acquire skill in any art ; 
and want of taste implies ignorance or want of 
discernment. 
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So far, therefore, as Taste consists of the m. 
vestigation of the excellencies which appear m 
the works of ISTature and in the characters of 
men, its nnpoi\ance cannot be dovibted: but it 
is a different question, in what degree of estiiiia- 
lion ue ouglit to hold a taste or skill in the pro- 

ix\U'>ic? 

Among the ancient Greeli’s the art of music 
appears to have been held in the most extrava¬ 
gant estimation. Their different states were not 
only at immense expence in supporting mag^ 
nificenl theatres for musical exhibitions, to which 
all the people were invited, but they instituted 
public festisals, at which whole nations assem¬ 
bled, and in which music is saitl to have formed 
the ciiief entcrlaimvieiit. A-Jusiciuns v\ere in 
high esteem, and obtained the most splendid 
I ewards for their sei'viccs. Statesmen and pr.nccs 
were ambitious of being numberec. among them. 
I-^pmer represents Achilles as occupying his 
leisure in singing the praises of the gods and 
heroes; and Solon, the Athenian legislator, is 
said to have sung upon the stage. The Spar¬ 
tans adheved with no less scrupulous exactness 
to the music of their ancestors than they did to 
the laws of kycurgus. and even punished an. 
artist for attempting to debauch the musical- 
taste of their "youth by adding a new string to 
^•he lyre. The well-informed and sensible b’s- 
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torian Pol_ybius, gravely speaks of a Grecian 
people, called the Cynatheans, as a vile and 
barbarous race vliom all Greece detested, and 
whose destruction vas justly beheld vith plea¬ 
sure, because, forsooth, ,they had no taste for 
music, and hatl no musical entertainments. He 
,'iscrj7jcs t/ic/r c/t'£~ci7cr/icj'' ^7nc/ n/cAeci/ness u/joJ/v 
to tins circumstance. Aristotle speaks no Jess 
Iiighly of the impc^itance of music; and Plato, 
in his plan of- a republic, allots no less than 
three years of every young person’s hie to the 
^iidy of music. 

All this now appears very extiaoidinary. 
Among us it would add nothing to the reputa¬ 
tion of a statesman, a philosopher, or a warrior, 
to have it said thpt he plays veil upon the 
iiddle. Musical talents, are so often accoin- 
ptinied vilh stupidity-and ignoiance, and the 
degree of serious estimation in which they are 
held, is so very moalerate, that the possession ol 
them in a high degree almost excites a pi'ejudice 
against a man’s intellectual character, and often 
induces men of spirit and ambition rather to 
conceal than to display the acquisition of them. 
In* consequence of the luxury of coqils and of 
.great citic4, musicaJ performers do indeed, in 
modern times, often derive snlendid emoluments 
trom their profession; but the place which they 
hold m society is not the most respectable, and 
their political importance has entirely ceased* 
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It even appears a question of some difficxilty, 
whether, in the present state of the world, the 
anxious farther cultivation of the fine arts is of 
any real importance to society ? 

In Scotland, for two hundred years past, w^e 
have had almost none of these arts. We have 
no splendid musical establishments. We have 
banished music from our religion; and it is 
little valued either hy the ‘’enterprising or the 
speculative part of the nation. We have had a 
few good painters, but little attention has been 
paid to their works. We have few collectioiv 
of paintings; and ouranost intelligent men have 
no knowledge of the beauties of the art, and 
give it none of their attention. Our poets have 
also been few; because poetry is held in little 
estimation, and the cultivation of the art is ac¬ 
counted a w^astc of time that produces no re¬ 
spectability. 

Yet the Scots are so far firom being a barba¬ 
rous people, that their countx’y has been one of 
the most fertile nurseries of intelligent and ac¬ 
complished men. Not only are those wdio re¬ 
main at home of a sober and w'ell-informed 
characteiv but, crowds of w'ell educated and ac¬ 
tive young men are daily issuing forth to all 
quarters of the globc^; and by their literature and . 
their assiduity, obtaining possession of important- 
stations in every country. It is evident, there¬ 
fore, that in modern times at least, as high ade-> 
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gree of civilization and of intellectual improve¬ 
ment as has yet appeared in the world, may 
exist where the line arts are almost entirely ne¬ 
glected. 

Xhe great cause of the attachment of the an¬ 
cient civilized nations to the fine arts, and e- 

» 

specially to music, was their want of books, or 
of literature. All their poems were set to mu¬ 
sic and sung. Arfttotle declares that tragedy is 
of no value without music. Xheir hymns in 
praise of the gods were sung by the priests : 
'jfheir histories were set to music also, and sang 
by the bards or poets : Xheir law s wcie songs, 
which the legislators set to popular music, and 
w^hich were sung by the people : Xhe great ac¬ 
tions and sentiments of illustrious men were 
celebrated in verse ; and all verse was connect¬ 
ed with music. 

In ancient times, therefore, to say that a people 
had no music, was«to say no less than that they 
had no laws, no religion, no literature, no history, 
no elevated moral sentiments or examples of il¬ 
lustrious deeds. In short, the want of music 
was equivalent to the want of civilization and of 
al> intellectual improvement. Apcor^mgly the 
ancient I'eJjublics w^ere extremely attentive to 
. the state of music ; or, which is the same thing, 
to the publication of the laws of the country, 
and of the religion and literatufe of the age. 
‘Having few books, the people had ^ew other 
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means of instruction than the theatres, which \\ c. c 
maintained at the public cost. The laws weie 
recited m them; the gods were praised in them; 
tlie praises of‘heroes and illustrious men were 
sung ; and all great ev^ents celebrated in tliem. 
To aid the cfl'ect of poetry and music, painting 
and sculpture were introduced. That the sen- 
■tiinents of I'eligion and of public spirit might 
take deep root in the minds ^.if the citizens, ini- 
nicnse rewards were given by the state to artists 
who produced beautiful paintings and statues of 
the gods, or of men of distinguished patriotisirt, 
Xations that did not adopt these means of pub¬ 
lic instruction w'ere accounted barbarians, and 
must in a great measure have actually been so. 

In modern times, the state of things is much 
altered, chiefly in consequence of the invention 
of printing. It is no lopgi?r necessary to make 
laws in verse, and to sing them to the peoiile, 
that they may be remembered and known. 
They can be written in a book; and many thou¬ 
sand copies can be distributed to be consulted 
at leisure. History, religion, and morality, are 
all discussed in books ; which are multiplied, and 
put into t)ie hjinds of every individual. Theatres 
arc left to T;he gay and the frivolous. The se¬ 
rious lovers of literatuie, the possessors of true 
science and taste, withdraw to their closets ; and _ 
in them are more rationally and profoundly in¬ 
structed^ in the history of mankind, and the 
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Icnowledge of religion and of nature, than they 
could have been amidst the distraction of a lui- 
merous assembly, by the artificial language of 
poetry, however adorned or rendered pleasing. 
'I'he fine arts, theiefore, ^re not now so neces¬ 
sary to the improvemejit of the huinan mind as 
they anciently were; and have therefore justly 
tallen into greater neglect. Even in ancient 
times something ol* this kind occurred. It was 
gradually found that all poets w^ere not capable 
of singing their owai verses, nor all musicians of 
becoming poets. It was also found that both 
poetry and music were injured by too close a 
connection. Poetry and music, therefore, be¬ 
came distinct arts. Some wrote verses, and 
others sung them.^ Both arts were improved ; 
but both lost their political importance. Mu¬ 
sic, especially instrum»intal music, became an 
intiicate art; but the musician lost his respec¬ 
tability, because ha no longer utteied his own 
thoughts, or rather, in the use of an instrument, 
he could utter no thoughts at all. Pocliy, no 
longer fettered by music, became nioie lalional 
and elaborate, and approached more nearly to 
pitise. As wealth increased, anrj bopks multi¬ 
plied, poetly was studied, as now’, in solitude by 
. many who disregarded music.^ Men of talents 
also began to cast oif the fetters of mlmbers, 
and to write m ])roj,e. Ehus, in' proportion to 
the degiec in v.’hic h literature aboutjded* auji 
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was improved, the fine arts lost their value and 
their influence. 

TL'he use of the fine arts, then, seems to be 
this: When men are altogether barbarous and 
ignorant, it is of much importance to prevail 
with tliem to exert their faculties with re¬ 
gard even to the most trifling objects. A. mar¬ 
vellous tale told them in a song produces this 
effect. All the eflfbrts of the fine arts are ad¬ 
dressed to the passions. It is . necessary they 
should be so to excite the attention of barba¬ 
rians. They have only an indirect tendency, 
therefore, to render mankind rational. They 
foster and soothe the passions of love, ambition, 
and vanity ; but they also teach men to admire 
skill and ability, and to take delight in some¬ 
thing else than war, gaming, gluttony, and idle¬ 
ness, which are the vices of all savages. As 
succeeding artists improve up»on each other, 
their countrymen become more discerning and 
skilful, till at last a great proportion of mankind 
learn to take delight in the exertion of thought, 
and in the pursuits of literature and of know¬ 
ledge. W^hen this object is accomplished, the 
fine arts havq. done their duty ; and an impJor- 
tant duty it is, seeing they are the rheans of al¬ 
luring the human^ race to the pursuit of intel¬ 
lectual improvement. In themselves, however, 
and w-ithout regard to this object, they are of 
little reaj value ; for a man is not a more excel- 
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lent bein^ when his ears are tickled by music 
than when he hears it not j and we derive no 
greater improvement from an important truth, 
when it is conveyed to us in rhyme, than when 
it is conveyed in prose. ,Xo be a good judge of 
painting or of music, a man must no doubt pos¬ 
sess a certain degree of intellect ; but this dc~ 
gree is so moderate, and is capable of being ac¬ 
quired in so many *other ways in a literary age, 
that the productionmf it, by means of these arts, 
affords no adequate reward ^or their laborious 
cultivation. 

I cannot help observing that, in the history of 
mankind, superstition and the fine arts go hand 
in hand, and mutually support each other. Xhe 
poetry, painting, m,usic, and architecture, of the 
Greeks and Romans were chiefly employed in the 
service of the popular*mythology or' idolatrous 
religion of these nations ; and it was by the li¬ 
berality of superstitkius devotees that these arts 
were supported. In the same manner, the su¬ 
perstition of the church of Rome w'as the chief 
support of the fine arts in Europe. But it is the 
nature of these arts to undermine, like the ivy, 
th(? fabric to which they cling. , By .gradually 
instructing* the human race to exercise their 
powers of reflection, they taught men to despise 
a degrading superstition ; and at the same time 
to engage in the investigation of truth and of 
nature, which supersedes the desire c;^f th^ 

-^r^T f 
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hibition of human art. The church of Rome 
has fallen, or is falling, because the very arts 
whtcli it svipported, and by which it was for a 
lime upheld, taught men to exert their reason, 
and to press forward ^o that science which is 
more valuable than it or them. These arts will 
decline in Europe along with the superstitious 
establishment, whose patronage supported their 
splendour. But the example of Scotland, and 
of other protestant countries, a’hews that, if lite- 
fature is generally cultivated, the intellectual 
interests of manhind will suffer nothing by tlvt 
loss. 


CHAP. Kr. 

CAUSES OF ERROR UST SCIENCE. 


'\/\fnEN' we perceive the existence of any object, 
or that it*-resoanbles or differs from another 6b- 
jcct, this act is treasured up in the memory, and 
thereafter we exi^ress the recollection of such 
previous perceptions by the word belief. f\^e 
say that we believ'e in the existence of a parti- 
&\ilar object, or thafc it possesses certain qwahties- 
Hence, if the human understanding be an in- 
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.strunieiit correctly formed for the discernment 
of truth, and if memory be a correct record of 
its judgments, it would seem thajt no erroneous 
belief or opinion ought to find its way into the 
human mind. Tins, ho-j/ever, is very far from 
being the state of the fact ; and it .may be pro¬ 
per here, very shortly, to take notice of some of 
the chief modes in which speculative errors ob¬ 
tain existence. 

Ir/*, d'he vci^ iTIhited nature of the human 
constitution exposes the und<irstanding to great 
kaxard of forming erroneous decisions. It is 
seldom that the objects which are to be compa¬ 
red can be perceived by the senses at the same 
period of time. If they are placed in distant 
situations, and cannot be brought together, r if 
a past is to be compared with a present event, 
as the weather of the Itfct with that of the pre¬ 
sent season, the intervention of memory be¬ 
comes absolutely nebessary ; and one of the ob¬ 
jects at least can only be perceived as existing 
in that record. Idence, if the object or event 
was originally attended to in a negligent man¬ 
ner, or not sulliciently reflected upon, the traces 
of *it may hav^e faded, and the compajrison will 
be imperfectly made*. 

''2d, From the difficulty of^ Retaining in the 
memory the whole individual objects that we 
observe in Nature, we are induced to arrange 
them or their qualities into classes ; but troTii'- 
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the limited nature of our observation, there la 
always a haz.ard that these clasocs may be im¬ 
perfect ; and, that what we consider as general 
qualities may be nothing more than the proper¬ 
ties of a few individuals. 'l''hus a man who had 
never seen any metals excepting iron, copper, 
and lead, might readily be induced to say, and 
to believe, that all metals are liable to rust, or 
to become tarnished by exposure to the air ; al¬ 
though this is not true witn ' ir&'gard to another 
metal, gold, whioh he is supposed not to have 
seen. 

3^/. Of a similar nature is the presumption, 
whereby men endeavour by conjecture to ex¬ 
plain all science. Thus, we are placed on the 
surface of a globe of S25,00© miles in c'rcuinfe- 
rence, into which we have dug some pits a few 
hundred feet in depth.*' Upon the strength of 
these researches abundance of ingenious persons 
have undertaken to explain *1110 whole history and 
structure of the globe ; how and when it was 
fashioned ; what revolutions it has undergone ; 
and all the changes it will hereafter experience. 
These speculations are called theories of the earth , 
and simrlar theories have, in every branch of 
science, retarded the progress of discovery, by 
withdrawing mert from the drudgery of obser-* 
ving facts, and filling their minds with unreal, 
but amusing imaginations. 

4jth. The passions of men are, on all occasions, a 
potyerful source of error in judgment. Their na- 
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t\ire will be'afterv^ ards explained; but in the 
mean time it may here be remarked, that by 
fixing their objects very powerfully in the me¬ 
mory, and thereby diminishing our self-com¬ 
mand, they prevent the understanding from 
steadily considering their nature. Thus the ob¬ 
jects of fear become exaggerated ; and from re- 
tlecling much upo^ the objects of hope, we are 
led to forget t he d j/ficulties which stand in the 
way of their attainment, and greatly to under- 
\aluc these difficulties. 

^th. But no source of error is equal to that 
which results from the influence of society. It has 
been remarked, that even the organ of lan¬ 
guage, by which mdn hold communication, ex¬ 
poses them to erroV and mutual misinterpreta¬ 
tion. Such, however, is the limited endurance 
of human life, and the narrow extent of the ob- 
servation of individuals, that it becomes abso¬ 
lutely necessary to the acquisition of know- 
iedge, that we give credit to the testimony of 
Oi.hers. An European, who never left his own 
country, has no other means of becoming ac- 
qug^inted with the existence of the rattle-snake, 
the shark, ^nd the rhinoceros, than tliEough the 
medium of the observation and- report of others. 
In like manner, our acquaintante with past ages 
must necessarily come through thp same chan¬ 
nel. Thus in becoming acquainted with facts, 
the errors of those to whom we trust aife apt to 
become our errors. 
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This is not all. In consequence, of the abso¬ 
lute necessity of confiding at times in human 
te>timony, we. gradually acquire the habit of 
believing that to be true v. hich we are told is 
so. Our parents and ‘friends endeavour to im¬ 
press upon ofir minds many notions which they 
regard as important truths. We are accustom¬ 
ed to take their word for most things ; and we 
very readily take upon the same authonty the 
religious and moral maxims Vv‘i*u:h they incul¬ 
cate. d'lius by the; time he is grown up in life, 
Vvery man believes avaiiety of opinions, adopt¬ 
ed without discussion, or without any act of dis- 
ceiiurieiit of his own ; w^hich he has no better 
reason for believing than merely that he has 
been told they are true, and that every person 
around him bellevies as he floes. 

It is to be observed, however, that this sort of 
belief is an operation of the mind very dilieieiit 
from that already described, or from the exer¬ 
cise of the understanding in discerning truth, and 
in recollecting such acts of discernment. Xhe 
kind of belief now under consideration amounts 
to nothing more than the formation of a lively 
idea qf what are told, without an,v examina¬ 
tion of its nature. 

One of the mroGt remarkable w'ays in which* 
society intluerices the belief or opinions of indi- 
vidi^als appears in the eflect of custom, or of,^ 
what is "called fashion (^a principle to be after- 
wa:^s noticed^ ; in consequence of which men 
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grad^lally learn to regard the greatest absurdi¬ 
ties with respect. By means of' it, the admira¬ 
tion which power, riches, and trilents produce, 
is communicated, in some measure, to the con¬ 
duct of their possessors, add prevents our judging 
accurately of their actions. We * are likewise 
apt to be led by what we see passing around us 
into a general errojj-with regard to the nature of 
rnoial knowledge. Instead of considering it as 
an acquaintance \vith what men ought to be, 
we are apt to icgai'd tlie Human character as 
stationary, and as o.hibiting, in our own age 
and country, all the worth which it was ever 
formed to attain. W e consider the arrange¬ 
ments of society, and the mode of education 
which prevails in it, in the same light in which 
we do the course of.the seasons, and the revolu¬ 
tions of the heavenly \30dies, as cmchangeably 
fixed by Nature, and w^e respect them as a part 
of her laws. In this light a Hindoo or a Chi¬ 
nese considers the ancient arrangements of the 
society to wdnch he belongs. 

Xhe chief source, how'^ever, of the errors 
produced by society result from the partialities 
which rnep acquii'e amidst their ihterdcourse 
with each other. In poetical contests, for 
example, a man frequently finds himself 
engaged by his interest, his vgnity, or his 
affections, to ‘zvish to find his party or 
his associates always in the right. Hence he 
is apt to trjj to convince himself of the pro- 
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piiety of their measures, to associate them lu 
his memory \\ itli interests and notions to v/hich 
he is lirinly ‘attached, and to endeavour to 
think them all very right. He usually suc¬ 
ceeds in ultimately decaying himself, or in pro¬ 
ducing in hiS own understanding a total inat- 
- tention to the impropriety of the conduct ad¬ 
opted by his fiiends. He eyen sometimes pro¬ 
ceeds the length of committing pious frauds in 
their favour ; tliat is, he exaggerates their good 
actions, and calumiiiatcs their antagonists. This 
mode of imposing upon the undeistanding is 
practised very frequently upon religious sub¬ 
jects. A .11 religious sects have represented the 
belief of their tenets as highly mciitorious, and 
even as absolutely necessary* to obtain the fa¬ 
vour of the divinity. Hence weak persons, un¬ 
der the influence of the tear of punishment, or 
the fervent hope of future felicity, are apt to 
try, with all their might, to believe the notions 
inculcated by their teachers, that by so doing 
they may avoid the endless misery with which 
they are threatened, or obtain the happiness 
that is held out to them. This effort to believe 
consists only, a‘§ already mentioned, of an exer¬ 
tion of imagination ^o form a lively idea of the 
opinions inculcated, and of an effort to avoid 
admitting into the thoughts any notion- contra¬ 
dictory to these opinions. Were it any thing 
else, it w« 5 uld be unnecessary to urge the neces¬ 
sity of belief, or to enforce it by appealing to 
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the hopes and fears of men. When we are con¬ 
vinced of the truth of any fact or principle, we 
cannot avoid believing it. It is, only when we 
have received a notion without evidence, re¬ 
flection, or examination,* that we are in danger 
of falling into scepticism. 

6M. Moral science, however, is exposed to difli- 
culties peculiar to itself, which deserve more 
particular attention ; because they almost ne¬ 
cessarily produce misapprehension and error. 
The operations of the human mind, the modes 
*in w'^hich it is improved, and the degrees of im¬ 
provement which it is capable of attaining, cun 
only be known from time and much obseiva- 
tion. An individual cannot acquire such know¬ 
ledge merely by •reflecting upon wkat occurs 
within himself; because the situations in w'hich 
one individual is plat?ed are always limited in 
point of variety. But as the human mind is 
trained up and fashioned by the exertions it is 
led to make, the difllculties it encounters, the 
passions it feels, and the means of observation 

which it enjoys ;-the variety of accomplish- 

rncnts w'hich it is capable of acquiring, and the 
best meaps of improving it, can never b^ known 
from the example of a single character ; as it is 
,always possible that, rmder a. different education, 
the same mind might have att'ained to higher 
degrees of intelligence. It is only by exten¬ 
sive observation, therefore* of the various as¬ 
pects assumed by the human mind, under ever^ 
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variety of circumstances, arising from soil, cli- 
male, laws, and public or social arrangements, 
that its nature and capacities can be fully 
known. But the opportunity of making such 
observation does not depend upon the skill of 
any individual ; because we cannot place others 
in the various situations necessary to illustrate 
the intellectual progress whic^ they are capable 
of making. ‘This is a woi'k which must be left 
to be accomplished by Providence during a suc¬ 
cession of ages. ILVen after every requisite has 
occurred, and human society has existed during’ 
some thousand years in a great variety of forms, 
still it is very possible that much of its history 
may have been misunderstood. Mind is ah.^ ays 
invisible ; . and the circumslalices w hich osten¬ 
sibly influence the conduct, «and the destiny of 
individuals and of nations, are often produced 
by causes which elude investigation. 

The eflect of error of every sort, in whatever 
manner it has been adopted, is to disqualify the 
mind in a certain degree for the pursuit of 
tiaith. It suggests the idea, that such a pursuit 
is unnecessary, as the object in view has al¬ 
ready Been* gained. By the possession wdiich it 
lias obtained of the memory, it also deprives the 
mind of a portion 6f its voluntary pow'^er. Tlnic: 
error, when once received, has a tendency to 
perpetuate its own existence, and operates as a 
weight to Tix our nature in the dust, and to pre¬ 
vent its pi'ogress in intellectual improvement. 
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Errors thus received and fixed in the memory 
are denominated pi'ejudices. To avoid or sur¬ 
mount such prejudices, or to acquire wl at is 
called a candid mind, is a moial duty of no 
small importance. 

This world has hitherto exhibited such a scene 
of perplexity and confusion, that theie is no 
end of the notions and fancies that liave been 
entertained by mankind. Tlie inhabitants of 
one side of the globe are not more opposite to 
those on the other in siLualibn than in their ideas 
of what is tine and rational. In Europe, as our 
minds aie more active, so our opinions and 
manners are more mingled and incongruous 
ti'ia-: elsewhere; they partake of the ideas and 
practices of our itncestors in the whole variety 
of ii eir history ; and are such a stiange mixture of 
Judaism, Fopeiy, Protestaiui m, feudalism, chi¬ 
valry, freedom, sla\ery, fat aticism, moderation, 
prejudice, scepticism, wisdom, and folly5 that 
after a man has received a complete education, 
that IS to say, after his memory has been filled 
with the whole of our notions, and his mind be¬ 
come habituated to the manners w’hich are the 
result of* them, he will find hiftiself irv a very 
perplexing situation, if he attempt seriously, 
.. and in earnest, to discover* truth upon almost 
any particular subject: he will ‘find his memory 
already occupied by a system of opinions which 
may be true or false; the dilfficulty of preventing 
these from, embarrassing the judgment can only 
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1)6 conceived by those who have made the trial. 
There is such a mixture of truth and error in our 
notions, that it .becomes equally irrational alto¬ 
gether to disregard, or altogether to acquiesce in 
them; while, at the same time, we know not 
how to separate the true from the false. This 
has given rise to very opposite trains of thought. 
Some individuals having discovered a portion of 
the errors into which mankinct have fallen upon 
religious and political subjects, ra^shly concluded 
from thence, that they coidd not de 2 :»art too far 
from vulgar notions and prejudices; and thus, 
from supposing that all truth must consist of no¬ 
velties, they have rendered their own efforts of 
little value by the extravagant fancies in u hich 
they have been ultimately *. led to indulge: 
Others, on the contrary, fron\ a firm attachment 
to the opinions which fohnd earliest access to 
their minds, perceiving that they contain much 
itruth, and that great absurdities have been 
adopted by those who ventured to disregard 
them, endeavour, as it were, to shut their ears, 
or to refuse their attention to dny challenge that 
can be brought against received opinions. If 
they enter upon* the subject, it is only to attempt 
to discover arguments whereby to fortify them¬ 
selves and others in the notions they have re¬ 
ceived. It was from such feelings that the in¬ 
fallibility of the Pope, and the divine inde¬ 
feasible heu'editary right of kings, found xealous 
and faithful supporters in a former^ To 
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judge fairly of opinions, it seems necessary to 
actpiire a kind of spirit or character, which is 
usually more successful in discerning what is 
true, than in making proselytes to truth after it 
is discovered ; that is to s^y, it is necessary to ac¬ 
quire that degree of self-command which pre¬ 
vents the mind fiom being strongly impressed 
v’ith preconceived opinions, from whatev'er 
source they may have come, and renders it 
neither liable to'-be'powerfully attracted by the 
love of novelty, nor by ardoyr for applause ; all 
• f which sentiments tend to interest their posses¬ 
sors too deeply in the systems they adopt. It 
unfortunately happens, however, that this philo¬ 
sophical tranquillity or candour of .spirit is 
usually produced, not by wisdom but by indo¬ 
lence. Our passions arc the chief causes of our 
exertions ; and henc*e men of active minds, by 
w Iiom discoveries of all sorts are most likely to 
be made, are usually, at the same time, possessed 
of a restless and vehement character, which 
leads them to every extreme in action and in 
thought ; and to disgrace, by extravagant novel¬ 
ties, or by impiudent conduct, their successful 
specula.tivc elicits. 

In this ^oint of vi«w, there seems to bc'somc- 
ihing defective in every mode of education 
which has yet been devised. ‘From the practice 
of filling the memory of young* persons with 
l^t^mions which they are as yei unprepared to in 
vestigatc,and v hich they cannot afterw'ards easily 
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relinquish, it unfortunately happens that persons 
of rcc^^ulcir chai'acters and sober manners are sel¬ 
dom the best qualified for the discovery or dis¬ 
cernment of new truths ; and that men of defec¬ 
tive education and iri^^gular lives often make 
the greatest cjiscoveries in the sciences and arts, 
and possess comparatively more acute discern¬ 
ment than persons of better intentions and 
character. The celebrated^ Paracelsus, whose 
notions made so great aimpression in the 
medical world, is noted instance of acute- 
ness of mmd as sepaiated from private respec„ 
tability ; and the misfortunes and vices of some 
distinguished Pnglish poets and men of letteis, 
seem to establish the principle, that the mmds 
which too easily receive education, or the habits 
approved by mankind, are apt, by the same pas¬ 
siveness of temper, to remain satisfied with what¬ 
ever notions have been early impressed upon 
their memory, and avoid making valuable specu¬ 
lative efforts ; whereas the more turbulent and 
restless spirits, by the very errors into wdiich 
they plunge, escape imbibing unexamined opi¬ 
nions ; and thus remain better qualified for the 
exercise of t^e uiiderstanding. Perhaps the 
more 'laborious religious education 'vvhich the 
R,omrm Catholics receive, is the chief cause of 
iheir inferiority of invention to those educated 
in Protestant countries. That education w^ould 
lie the best M hicli should inculcate the few'’«*. 

c 

unintelligible and unexamined opinion*'; w'hile. 
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at the same time, it should excite the mind to 
speculative curiosity, and produce habits ot 
regularity and temperance in priyate life. 

It is impossible to give rules in detail for dis¬ 
cerning truth in ever^ branch of science- 
Xhe general moral principle, however, upon 
which we ought to proceed is this, that the capa¬ 
city of discerning truth forms a large portion of 
the excellence of ^ intelligent nature; that it 
IS of no importance T;o us whether the notions of 
our countrymen are true or i'alse ; but that it is 
»f much importance that we should find out 
truth as it is, and act, or at least judge, accord¬ 
ing to it. Xhe usual cause of error is not that 
we are unable, or want discernment to discover 
the truth ; but that,we have become attached to 
a train of opinions which we are unwilling or 
fjar to dismiss. In silch cases, it will almost 
unifoi'inly be found that our opinions had been 
adopted, without examination, upon the autho¬ 
rity of others. Xhis infallibly gives rise to angry 
and uncandid disputation. A man who has 
long acted upon a favourite notion, finds his 
self-estimation alarmed when he discovers his 
own inability to justify it; w^hereas, had he be¬ 
gun by examining accurately its truth, the same 
•reg.sons which originally justified his belief 
would probably do so still. At all event% as it 
was only on account of these reasons tliat he had 
■sunered himself to be swayfed, a discovery of 
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tlicir defectiveness would i-eadily lead to a 
change of sentiment. 

It is not an,uncommon practice both among 
political and religious sectaries, to avoid reading 
any book, or even liste«ing to any conversation 
favourable to the wrong side of the question ; 
that is to say, the side that opposes their own 
party. When books are read, it is for the pur¬ 
pose of wdiat is called being‘improved by them, 
or to treasure up in the memory the sentiments 
contained in them,* and to acquire the habit of 
thinkirig as the author thinks. Xhis, when dome 
under the notion that it improves the human 
mind, is abundantly absurd. It is acting as if 
we came into the world, not to improve our 
faculties by the discernment* of truth, but to be 
come sectaries of one kind^ or other. It ought 
to be remembered that Ho man can become wise 
merely by the wisdom of another. He who 
believes a principle only because he is told tha* 
it is true, cannot justly be said to know it, or to 
have become any w iser. If a man is told that the 
whole of a thing is alw'ays greater than arty of 
its parts, he has no doubt been informed of what 
is very true;* but if he implicitly believe this 
assertion as a matter of fact, and do not, by an 
act of his own, understanding, perceive its 
reality, and how and why every possible objec¬ 
tion to it must necessarily be false—he is not ad¬ 
vanced* one step tbw^ards the perfection of an m- 
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telligent b(?iiig. That perfection consists in 
every individual, not in having tiie inemory 
stored with propositions, but in the capacity of 
discerning truth by tlie proper energy of his own 
mind. 

It is indeed _said, that weak minds may be 
misled by the indiscriminate perusal of whatever 
has been thought or written by ingenious men: 
But all minds are oiyginally formed ucak, that 
IS, ignorant j and the •object of their creation is, 
that they may one day become vigorous, which 
cap never be accomplished without the full 
e.-.ercise of their faculties. Providence trains 
ap the minds of men to penetration and vigour, 
not by placing them amidst enlightened beings,’ 
uho might at once ^introduce them to much 
hnowledgc, but amiSst their equals, that is to 
' y, among erring bcin'gs,.whose various opinions 
allord full employment to our faculties to dis¬ 
cos er truth amidst the obscurity in which they 
usually involve it. If vve would improve suc¬ 
cessfully our intellectual pow'ers, v\^e must do for 
ourselves what Nature has already, in some de¬ 
gree, done for us. For the sake of going right, 
must encounter the hazard of going wrone! 
ought to'attend to .what others h‘ave thofight 
an intellectual exercise which Nature has 
P-mvided for us, but at the same'tiiric to receive 
‘ hat IS said m books, or by men, not as truths, 
thoughts concerning tri^h, which we krJ 
Voj,. I. jVt 
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nol to believe, but to weigli and consider. 
if our own conclusions should often prove false, 
we shall still gain much; we shall, at least, ac 
quire applicdtion, acuteness, and energy of 
mind, qualities which bring us near to the des¬ 
cription of excellent Beings; which will at the 
long run enable us to rectify every error, and 
carry us forward in that improving career which 

our nature is formed to run, 

c 

With regard to a large division of Moral 
Science, it ought to be remembered, that 'any 
trutli which w^e can discover is not absolute but 
relative. We may discern, with absolute cer¬ 
tainty, wdiat ought to be the ultimate object of 
human pursuit; because the whole arrangements 
of Tslature point out the improvement of our in 
tcllectual character as the purpose of our exist 
cnce; but the means of improving that cijarac 
ter must necessarily alter according to ciicum- 
^stances. Thus the kind ,of education wlucli 
was the best that could be attained in ancient 
times, when books w^ere few% and of didicult 
access, and w^hen it was necessary to resoit 
to public theatres to obtain an acquaint 
ance with the laws, religion, and even the his 
toryof our ^country, woyld now' be justly re¬ 
garded as extremely defective, when the ait oi 
printing has lodged w’lth every individual more 
extensive means of information. From his pro¬ 
gressive nature .man is continually altering. 
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system of instilutions or arrangements, there¬ 
fore, c<in be formed^ which will remain at all 
times well adapted to liis condition. In a 
scene which, by the successive improvement of 
every art. Nature intends to exist in a state of 
continual liuctuation, the chief source of error 
is that presumption by which, on the one liand, 
men imagnie they have de\ ised arrangements, 
which in all possible circumstances will remain 
for ever and unaiterobly suitable to the condition 
of human society; or by which, on the other 
^land, they attempt to fircsee, and too hastily to 
aid the changes which Nature is giadually ac¬ 
complishing in the world, bcfvire she has fully 
fie VC loped her owm plan of operation. it is fiom 
this last circumstance that philosophers often 
fall into errors, which to ordinary minds seem 
to demonstrate wonderful weakness. Thus our 
ablest men repeatedly issued erioneous predic¬ 
tions about the highest amount to which what is 
called the funding system, or British national 
debt, was capable of being carried. This grand 
political experiment is proceeding, like all 
other events, under the man.igcment of Piovi- 
dence, for the instruction of future times: indi- 
viduals, however, for some time after its* com¬ 
mencement, without waiting the result, only 
exhibited instances of humart ra^hnesss, by at¬ 
tempting' to say where it was -to terminate. 

the experiment shall, either liavc been 

M ^ 
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completed, or shall have drawn very near to a 
close, it will then only become a sure source of 
instruction, which will render it no difficult 
matter for men of sense to foretel the result of 
such experiments in after times. In whatever 

I 

relates, therefore, to the condition of man in 
this world, theie is no other means of attaining 
to the knowledge of absolute truth, than that of 
observing the variety of forms which the human 
mind is capable of assuming in every possible 
situation. The world has existed long enough 
to afford much information in this respect. If 
we still exist at too early a period of its history 
to be able to complete the investigation of the 
human character, that circumstance, while it 
demonstrates that the field of Moral Science can. 
never be fully occupied, ought at the same 
time to operate as a lesson of moderation, or a 
warning against the presumption of those who 
either imagine, that, by running before nature, 
they can state a complete system of truth upon 
this subject, or who would treat with severity 
any attempt to advance notions which the 
present generation may regard as bearing the 
aspect of novelty 
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OF THli RELATIVE IMPORTAK^CE OF THZ 
DIFFERENT SCIENCES. 


*\V^irnouT pursuing farther the consideration of 
the diilerent vays in which the human under¬ 
standing may be exerted in the investigation of 
truth, I shall make a few shoit remarks upon 
the degrees of attontion due to ditferent objects 
of speculation. 

Human knowledge may be divided into 
■hree branches; Morals, Physics, and Mathe¬ 
matics. 

Xhe study of Morals, or of the part w'hich 
men ought to act in this w'orld, evidently holds 
the first place in point of importance. It is 
moie important that a man should discern clear¬ 
ly the gre^t end of his existence,Aiftcl* the^means 
by W’hich it is to be successfully pursued, than 
tlrat he should become acquainted with any 
subordinate branch of knowledge ; for all 
knowdedge and every pursuit must necessarily 
be Subordinate to this. Things are so Gontrived 
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in this wo; Id, that its business usvially goes fc^r- 
ward v^iLi’out mv.cli discernment, on the part oi 
the actors, of ^he great purposes of Providence 
to which th.cv aie subservient ; but this discern- 
meat, wJien Jt can be gtldined, not only contri¬ 
butes to ib.e \'joith and excellence of our natuie, 
but also enables individuals to fulfil the parti¬ 
cular duties allotted to them in life with more 
satisfaction, and conscquerAly with greater 
energy. 

T'he human race .are so situated in this world, 
that the greater number of them must engage iiv> 
se\cre labours; and the rest are induced \ oluii- 
t inly to submit to much toil. But moments of 
reiiection are apt to come upon all men. i'he 
poor man sometimes becomes .dissatislied witli his 
condition ; the v/isc are apt to stand still, and to 
question the utility of all their cares ; and the 
unhappy have at times dioppeJ theu- task, to 
consider wdiy it ought not to"be abantloired fin 
ever; men of science have said of books tliat they 
ai'c unprofitable, and produce only t’.eaiiness; 
and men of business have suspected, that '.le 
bustle of life is ^in idle labour that biings .10 
adequate rctw aql. 'I'liesc are diiiiculties v. hich 
moral science ought to expl.lin. It acVordingK 
teaches us, that our success in life depeifds, not 
upon the pleusu’es we enjoy or the situations we 
occupy, but upon the intelligence and v igoui 
-if charact/'r wh'ch v.e acquire ; that labour arrti 
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unxiety, as the cliief sources of these quali¬ 
ties, ought to be numbered among the best 
blessings bestovi cd upon our natvre ; and that, 
}ii this point of view, even misery itself may 
at tunes be regarded a» not ultimately cala¬ 
mitous. It IS therefore the duty/ not of one 
or two, but of all mankind, to attend to the 
principles of moral science. One man may be 
,’n astronomer, anotlier a mechanic, and a third 
an husbandman ; but each of th.em ought to 
understand the ulthnate object of his labour, 
.-lid the true or moral value to himself and to 
mankind of astronomy, of mechanics, or ofa- 
giic nit Lire. 'Fliis knowledge gives a dignity to 
evciy occupation, and importance to e^'ely use¬ 
ful employment. -It confers upon our eflbrts 
I lie pioper attribute of intelligence and rationa¬ 
lity, that of always pursuing an important end. 
and of doing nothing without a valuable pur- 
l^ose. By investigating the situation of man in 
dn^ world, and by discerning the ellects which 
It has a tendency to produce, the mechanic, the 
Imsbandman, and all who are active in the ser- 
1 ice of society, will find that it is only by their 
on n ignorance that their employbecomes 
illiberal and mean ; that they ought not to re- 
*gard themselves merely as toiling for bread to 
support a joyless or obscure exietence : they 
are actually contributing to create and to pre- 
■-rve? in the uniieise an immehse mass of intelli- 



1S4 vLi-vrivt iMPORrAKqE of 

gcnce. 'I'o themselves they are necessarily ac¬ 
quiring a consitlciable portion of skill and of 
steadfastness qf mind ; and, by enlarging their 
conceptions, they may not only become excel¬ 
lent and enlightened beings, but by observmg 
the dependeijce of the whole of society upon all 
its parts, they may have the satisfaction to per¬ 
ceive, that their own labours are iioporlant and 
necessary to enable mankind, to run that career 
of progressive improvement; which gives to our 
nature all its elevati.on and worth. 

But although moral science, or an accpiaint’-*- 
ance with the great business of man in this 
world, is unquestionably the important object 
of human investigation to which other studies 
ought to be subservient, it dops by no means fol 
low, that this is alu ays a more improving study 
than any other, or that it ought to be pursued to 
the exclusion of other branches of knowledge. 

Physical science, or the * knowledge of ex¬ 
ternal nature, has also its value. It is obtained 
by observing accurately the objects and e\ents 
that occur in the world, and by arranging them 
under simple and perspicuous heads, that they 
may be ea-Mly- remembered and communicated 
By exercising itself in thi^ manner, the mind 
acquires that kind of self-command called pet - 
severance; it leaims to take delight in the en¬ 
largement of its knowledge, which removes it 
from the temptation to pursue less valurrtTle 
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pleasures ; and its acuteness of discrimination is 
at the same time highly improved. 

As natural objects are obviov'^s to the senses, 
they form a better commencement of study to 
the unexperienced mind than intellectual qua¬ 
lities ; which being invisible in t^iemselves, re- 
cjuiie much observation and rejection before 
ihey can be rightly understood. The study of 
physical science 'ipossesses also this advantage, 
that it can at all times be pursued ; and impor¬ 
tant disceweries may constantly be expected to be 
•made in it by the industry of individuals. The 
objects of it, being the parts of the solid globe 
upon which we tread, aie passively placed in 
our hands, and may be disposed of without in¬ 
jury or inconvenience in every possible w^ay. 
b.xpeiiments, thercifore, are at all times practi¬ 
cable in this department of study. The case is 
veiy different with icgaid to moral science. 
The experiments in it must be made by divine 
Providence ; and their results can only be wait¬ 
ed for and examined. ISTeilher can they be re¬ 
peated at pleasure for tlie pm pose of rectifying 
misapprehensions concerning them. When men 
do violently atienypt to make WR ry r al ^experi¬ 
ments, by alteiing the established older of so¬ 
ciety, from the hope of producing greater good, 
they always incur a very seriorfs responsibility. 
Their effoits do no doubt sometimes prove suc- 
cciisful ; but when ill judgdd, either ia the ge- 
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neral design, or in the circumstances in \L "'ll 
they are undertaken, they are apt to be pr od o- 
tive of the rnostr dreadful calamities. 

It so happens that the interests and the preju¬ 
dices of men interfere ^ess u ith the put uit of 
ph;)'sical than'of moral truth. Neither Icings 
nor priests, nor popular factions, think they have 
any mterest in preventing a man from investi¬ 
gating accurately the diifeidnce bet' een the 
hesh of an ox, and tiie grass upon ■ Inch he 
feeds, from winch fiiat ilesh is foim , !. Tew 
persons have any opinion upon such a eabject " 
which they are ncjt willing readily to rohnqnish 
m favour of truth. 'riie utility deri^ frean 
new inventions is also so obvious, that t' s liole 
world are disposed to give them encesnr rement. 
Hence it becomes easier to induce m .1 to en¬ 
gage in this than in any other branch <)f study ; 
bccavise its advantages are most obvious, and 
because they are less likely to quarrel with 
mankind in consequence of the proficiency 
which they make in it. 

l^'orn having fewer inveterate prejpdiees to 
combat in physical studies, it usually lappens 
that the.y whx/ 'engage with some vigov'-' in this 
blanch of science acquiie a more cardid and 
liberal spirit of enquiry than other men Of the 
sceptical philoso'phers, or those \vho dra.bt every 
thing even to their on n existence, fe\ ■ «.r none 
fiave advanced far 'in experimental a ienc'tT"; 
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cind the same I'emurk applies to all iiitoleraul 
and dogmatical religious, and ev en political sec¬ 
taries. Such men are usually I'JLtle acquaint¬ 
ed wdth Nature, and little \ ersant in the invx^s- 
tigation of her productions. Xhey have not 
accustomed themselves to examine what aie 
doublcdly the operations of the Author of the 
universe, and thereby to become acquainted 
walh his ways and* character. The diHerence 
bctvv ixt the success ttnd the failure of an experi¬ 
ment is so notorious, and i«npiesses itself w ith 
Aich conviction upon the mind, that the aulho- 
'ily of the greatest names becomes of no fo;cc 
in opposition to it ; geneial scepticism is ba- 
iushetl from a mind accustomed to the con^i - 
deration of realities,; and a moderation of clta- 
lactcxr is produced tow’ards the eirors of others, 
iioin a knowledge t>f the diniculties attending 
the pursuit of truth, and of the irresistible evi¬ 
dence v\ Inch attends the discovery of it. 

'I'he late discoveries in chemistry have ren¬ 
dered pliysical science a favom'ite pursuit ; and 
it ap]iears to me, that this circumstance will 
prevent the fLnglish language from sullering 
tliat coriujUion \\ lii<^h occurred Gieek 

tmd Roman tongues. During the last half c>f 
•tlie. late centurv , the It.nghsh lajrguage was pro¬ 
ceeding rapidly into a similar sti>te of corrup- 
t on. Swift, Addison, and other waiters, had 
‘ ■ac^_,*eded in rendering the’language of their 
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eountry an easy and perspicuous vehicle of 
thought. At the sanre time, the most impor¬ 
tant sentiirieiv.s of a political, moral, and reli¬ 
gious nature had been expressed in it. Future 
writeis, either to coveiv their own want of origi- 
lity, or to amuse the public ear by novelty, 
found it necessary to indulge, upon every sub¬ 
ject, in a measured, ornamented, and rhetorical 
style. Thus Oibbon, Johnson, and even Rc- 
bertson, appear to have accounted the form of 
the sentences in which their thoughts were to 
be communicated of far higher importance thaft 
the thoughts themselves. Hence a sonorous and 
rhetorical verbosity was coming to be introdu¬ 
ced into our language, in which the sentiments 
of the writer were often lost* amidst the flowing 
music and imagery of his ^t^^le. 'Fhe taste for 
physical study seems happily to be now resto¬ 
ring the public taste to a love of perspicuity 
and simplicity. In perusing a detail of inte¬ 
resting experiments, or an explanatif’>n of a \ a- 
luable discovery, we should feel ourselves tea- 
zed and provoked by that pedantry which, 
instead of giving the recpiisite statements in 
the simplviti^and. clearest jmtinner, sliould at¬ 
tempt to excite admnalion by metaphorical al- 
lusitms, or the construction of splendid peiiod*. 

It is scarcely necessary to rem.ark, that phy¬ 
sical science is of great moial -value, from the 
tendenoy which it'has to contribute to the’^ib- 
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t sistence and the safety of mankind. It is by 
the modern improvements in agiiCLiltc.ie .ii.d 
navigation, added to the m\ ention of gunpow¬ 
der, that the barbarous have ceased to be for¬ 
midable to the civilized^ nations ; and that the 
race of Europeans, or rather of Britons, promises 
to extend itself over the fairest portions of the 
{jabitable globe. 

I mentioned Mathematics as a third bianch 
of knowledge. Strictly speaking, perhaps it can 
scarcely be accounted a br^inch of science, or 

department of the study of IsTature ; being 
rather an art which is subservient to the actpii- 
sition of physical science. It is the art ot com¬ 
paring dexterously, or, as it is called, oi -ii>tasn~ 

1 the quantities of bodies. This ait ot compa¬ 
ring the magnitude, weight, and number of bo¬ 
dies, was brought to* consideiable peifection at 
a very early period ; because mankind have 
daily occasion to e::tcicisc a certain degree of it, 
and because very little knowledge of Nature is 
necessary for the study of it. After the first 
steps, it is carried on by imagining new figures 
and quantities, and by contemplating their re¬ 
semblance or difrei*»snce, and the >ya;ts in which 
they may'\je compared. The object, therefore, 
which a mathematician studies is not truth, or 
things actually existing in ]M^tui;e, but imagi- • 
nary objects, contrived to resemble and to faci- 
litatp the comparison of those that really exist 
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Krom misunderstanding the object of malhema 
tics, and tlie points about which they are con\'er- 
sant. It has become a sort of fashion to speak of 
mathematical certainty, matliematical accuracy, 
and mathematical precision ; as if truth were 
ascertained with greater correctness in this than 
in any other branch of human inquiry-a sup¬ 

position which is altogether erroneous. A ma- 
thematfeian imagines gy supposes the existence 
of perfect circles, pc.rfect globes, squaies, cubes, 
and triangles ; though ISTature never produced 
any such objects. His whole facts are imagi¬ 
nary. When he reasons concerning a lever, 
tie means a straight line, which is perfectly in- 
llexible, and which is of no breadth or thick 
ness. His ropes are straight lines, which are 
perfectly flexible. He argues about the pro¬ 
perties of his imaginary figUrcs, and the opera 
tions of his imaginary- instruments ; and he no 
doubt forms conclusions' or inferences ^vhiclj 
are perfectly correct : for this reason, that hr 
has got the premisses of his own making, and is 
not hampered by the consideration of the irre¬ 
gular figures which Nature has produced. 
When mathematicians, however, come to re¬ 
duce their .speculations to ^practice, their art is 
found to have no higher certainty than any 
other ; for let a d!o 7 ,en of them in succession be 
turned into a field which is surrounded by irre 
gular lines, and no, two of them will give th^' 
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,anie ' v."cise lepoit of its dimensions. Of tins 
lie <' arts of la.v have ample experience. I 
iave .known a piece of woik measured hy ju- 
licial authority six several times by as man> 
.artists, whose probity was not impeached, be¬ 
fore tlic amount of tfie tradesman’s account 
could be fixed. Afler all no certainty was ob 
tained ; But the judges, who were bound by 
their duty to bring the dispute to a close, ad¬ 
opted tlie last measurement ; because it hap¬ 
pened to correspond tolerably wdth the first, and 
no two othcis had such a resemblance. In like 
manner, when applied to mechanics, tlie i ides 
of mathematics uie equally defccti\e. The 
ropes which human skill produces aie found to 
be very dilfercnt from the iniaginai'y flexible 
hues of tlie mathe*matician. They are stiff and 
bulky ; and the opeiation of the lever i^-, in 
like manner, in practice obstructed by friction ; 
so that, without tlje aid of experience, notliing 
can be done. Were men of science in calicr 
departments to proceed like mathematicians, 
they also could form conclusions, which would 
be equally precise and certain. A moralist, for 
example, might iNaaginc or suppote the existence 
of a man» possessct» of perfect wusflgm and per¬ 
fect self-command ; he might suppose this wise 
man engaged in a most important pursuit, upoii 
the result of which depended 4 ;hc welfare of 
thousands'; he might next suppose'that som'^bra’ s 
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should be idle enough to ofTer to this perfect 
being a bribe of lOO to desist from his pur¬ 
pose—it IS evident, that no conclusion in all 
mathematics is more certain than that which the 
moralist might here make ; and tliat it would 
be as impossible to move his imaginary virtu¬ 
ous being by a bribe of L. 100, as to bend an 
inflexible lever with the force of a pound 
weight. In short, where reasoners have the 
premises of their own makmg, it is their own 
fault if their conclusions are incorrect. 

JBy speculating, however, about the proper- ^ 
ties of imaginary figures, such as globes, cylin¬ 
ders, and cubes, men become better qualified 
for comparing or measuring the less peifect 
figures which actually exist in TsFature, or can 
be fashioned by human art. * Thus the mathe¬ 
matics form a very valuable but subordinate 
and artificial branch of knowledge, froiti which 
great aid is derived in transacting business, and 
in arranging, comparing, and recollecting, the 
objects of Nature. Xhe study of mathematics 
produces a considerable degree of command over 
the train of our ideas, as well as of acuteness of 
discrimination ; and so far is amended with direct 
moral advantage. In other ^respects, however, 
this study is to be regarded rather as a step to- 
\vards acquiring acknowledge of physical sci¬ 
ence, ind a capacity for doing business with fa¬ 
cility, than as foiming any part of the investi¬ 
gation of what actually exists in the universe. 
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OF INTELLECTITAI. FATIGUE AJSP AMUSFMEZ^T 
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As It is impossible to do justice to the intel¬ 
lectual character of man, without occupying m 
its improvement as much as possible of the 
opportunity allotted by Fr vidence for that pur¬ 
pose, that is, of our existence m this world, I 
shall here tahe sorne notice of the degree in 
which a suspension of the useful exertion of the 
intellectual powers seems necessary to the gene¬ 
ral welfare of the human constitution. 

Those parts of our constitution which do not 
require the exertion of the will, never become 
Weary or i cquire rest: the heart beats, the 
blood and the aliment circulate, and the chest 
alternately expandsNand contracts to admit of 
breathing, without any necessity of restT; but the 
arms, the legs, the eyes, and all the organs of 
"cns'e and of voluntary motion re*quire periodical 
repose. A painful sensation, calfed Weariness, 
.IS, on such occasions produceji; the propqr re- 
VoL I. N ' * 
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lief from which consists of the total suspension 
of every kind of voluntary exertion that is de¬ 
nominated SVtus’J). 

In investigating- long and minutely any par- 
ticuVat subject, it becomes necessary, by an effort 
of or voluntary power, forcibly and steadily 

to arrest tbe train of ideas, and repeatedly to 
call up, or recollect and exhibit to the mind or 
perceptive faculty, the sanre ideas, that they 
may be correctly examined and compared. The 
efforts which thus ‘become necessary to prevent 
the general 'train of ideas from proceeding in i*is 
ordinary revolution, and repeatedly to recal the 
same particular ideas, are at last productive of an 
uneasiness, which also receives the name of 
IVeariness; because it possesses a considei p.ble 
resemblance to that resulting from long conti¬ 
nued voluntary motion or attention to objects of 
sense. 

It is a question which I cannot resolve, 
"What that is which constitutes Weariness ^ 
Whether it consists of a failure of the volun¬ 
tary power of the mind, or of an injury offered 
by its continued action upon .them to the limbs, tc 
the organssense, and toThe mysterious organ 
of memory, or train of ideas It is certain that 
the same relief is provided by Nature for every 
kind of fatigue or weariness, and that it consists 
of a total abstinence from voluntary efforts, oi 
of sleep. 



ATVlUSFTVtENX. 


195 


It seems probable that tbe perceptive facwlty 
requires no repose. At the same time this fact, 
cannot be ascertained with absolvfte certainty, 
because no ideas or perceptions enter into the 
record of the memory, unless when an effort of 
will of attention is exerted. Accordingly, when 
the voluntary power is entirely suspended, that 
IS, during very profound sleep, nothing is re^ 
corded in the memory, and consequently it 
cannot be known whether any perceptions then 
occurred. 

•After long continued intellectual exertion in 
the examination of a particular subject (^provi¬ 
ding no extraordinary bodily eflbrts have recent¬ 
ly been made), it is found, that although the 
voluntary power is ’Ja some measure exhausted 
with regard to that particular set of ideas, yet 
that, by altering the subject,.and directing the 
attention to a new set of ideas, or a different 
train of thought, the sense of weariness in a 
great measure passes away, and additional exer¬ 
tions of reason can still be made without pain, 
and even with pleasure. Sucli changes in the 
objects of our attenti<m may be repeatedly made, 
till a period of time sha^l have elapsed Sviiich.will 
he sufficient to render necessary for tJie whole 
fyame the refreshment of sleepi^ or a suspen¬ 
sion of all voluntary efforts. 'fbus* our consti¬ 
tution is so contrived, that, excepting during the 
hours riequisite for sleep, the Attention may be 

Tver o 
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always directed to- some valuable purpose-/ 
After the most severe application to a particula? 
subject, a sound understanding is always capa¬ 
ble of turning itself with satisfaction to some 
other rational employment, to some kind of 
business, to- the improvement of taste, to the 
conveisation of intelligent persons, to the acqui¬ 
sition of some useful branch of knowledge, or 
to the contrivance or perfoii-mance of some good 
action. Hence it does not appear that, to a per¬ 
son who is awake, either absolute idleness, or 
any occupation that is absolutely useless, is evci 
necessary. 

Xhe pleasure derived from activity is so great, 
and in the north of Europe, at least, the energy 
of the human character is such, that absolute 
idleness, or a suspension of voluntary exemor 
without sleep, speedily produces much uneasi 
ness. Accordingly, to get quit of this state, and 
to enjoy a portion of the pleasure derived from 
activity, many persons, who are not under the 
necessity of earning a subsistence by constant 
employment, have devised what are called 
amusements, wherewdth to,; occupy themselves 
Xhese amusements are f^'nerally at best abso¬ 
lutely useless and unimproving occupations. 
Xhey are attempted to be justified as a relief 
from the fatigue which results from steady atten¬ 
tion to any particular important object. In 
tvuthv however," they are in generad nothing 
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Ntiiore than a set of ingenious and pleasant contri¬ 
vances to enable individuals to pass through 
Ilfs with as little benefit as possible either to 
themselves or othei's; or tliey are devices where¬ 
by men contrive to defea** the views of Natvire, 
by occupying themselves, and exhausting tlieu 
powers and time in a fii\ olous, instead of a rati¬ 
onal manner. 

'fhe exertion of at*,ention, or of a considerable 
effort of activity and skill, is as neccssaiy to 
render amusemenls pleasing, it is to the im- 
plavement of our intellectual powers. But if 
the human mind must be occupied, its employ¬ 
ment ought surely to be rational rather than 
frivolous; the more especially as the one is not 
less consistent \\ ith^ jileasure than the other. 
Amusements, that is t a> occupations in¬ 
tended for no valuable purpose, are seldom 
sought after, and are never found necessary by 
those who seriously *wish to make progress in 
intellectual improvement, or e^ cn by those who 
lie under the influence of any poweiful or 
steady passion. Such men har e no occasion for 
them, as their mii\is are already sufficiently 
occupied, and the\ fe,cl nothing ot I ^e uneasi¬ 
ness that attends absolute idleness. Isvefy amuse¬ 
ment, therefore, or whatever has.nothing further 
for its object than to prevent the. necessity of 
thinking, and to render idleness agreeable, may 
pistly be regarded as a contrivance hostile 
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the end of our existence. It wastes in fruitless;? 
trilling the time allotted in this world for the 
amelioration ^'f our nature ; and it has not even 
the excuse of affording an adequate return of 
pleasure in exchange.c. Xhe activity of amuse¬ 
ment is no doubt pleasing; but the activity of 
business is more pleasing upon the whole, as it 
is more permanent and more vigorous. Hence 
it is well known that men <^t business are hap¬ 
pier than men who have no employment, ex¬ 
cepting that of seeking after amusement. 

This general censure does not apply to that 
bodily exercise which the situation of some per¬ 
sons venders necessary to the enjoyment of 
health, and which is not a pastime, but a duty : 
It is only directed against, those who struggle 
hard to waste their existence, by exerting all 
their wits in contriving how to get out of this 
world without performing any part of the busi¬ 
ness for which they were sent into it. And sure¬ 
ly the human constitution must be well fitted 
for pressing onward to excellence, since a man 
often suffers almost as much labour, fatigue, and 
hardship, in getting quit ofVtime by idleness and 
amusement, as he wouli? do by filling up the 
morhents'^of it with the efforts of a mind advan 
cing progressively in wisdom. This is daily illus 
trated in the case of those who, by the arrange 
ments of society, are born to the possession ‘ 
the rneans of gra'tifying all their passions*.* Xf 
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riiiseiable exertions made by them to fill up 
their vacancy of miiid, frequently costs them 
/more care, more loss of health, of fortune, and 
'of true enjoyment, than would have been neces¬ 
sary to have rendered the^m the most enlightened 
of mankind. Nature, however, has so managed 
matters that they usually do, in the midst of 
their anxiety for amusement, acquire a small 
degree of improvement aiising from that very 
anxiety, although thi.-> improvement is often too 
small to be of much importance either to them- 
sjplves or to the world. 

Some amusements, or modes of trifling, are 
iess mischievous than others; but the most per¬ 
nicious form wdiich they can assume, is that of 
occupying the mmd with hazard or gaming. 

'hough somewhat out of place, I cannot omit 
' he opportunity of faking some notice of this 
List practice. It will afterwards appear that 
our passions arc the Tesult of habit and of weak¬ 
ness. They are overcome by being suppressed, 
and by acquiring the power of acting under the 
immediate influence and dictates of the under¬ 
standing; but in the case of gaming, the uncer¬ 
tainty of the event^'yoduces a constant renewal 
of hopes ahd fears; and if it did n®t do*so, it 
.would be attended wi^ no pleasure. Xhe exer- 
' cise of gaming, then, is equivalent to regularly 
' training or educating ourselves to become pas- 
. lona^e. instead of rational beings; and if we 
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game for money, we fix in our minds the pas¬ 
sion of avarice in iti strongest form. Accordingly,^ 
almost all perjipns who occupy themselves much’ 
in this manner, become less or more greedy,' 
peevish, quarrelsome, ^or superstitious. Xhey 
who subject tjicir other passions to their avarice, 
that they may gain money by gaming as by a 
regular trade, besides misemploying their talents 
and their time, are guilty of taking advantage of 
the weakness of others to 'their injury, and of 
unjustly deriving jj.ubsistcnce from the general 
funds of society, while they contribute nothing 
to their increase. IVithout taking into account, 
therefore, the distress that is sometimes pro¬ 
duced by this means, it is obvious that the prac¬ 
tice of engaging in games of hazard, by the 
loss of time which it occasions, and by the inte¬ 
rest which it excites in frivolous objects, is in 
all cases a vicious perversion of the human facul¬ 
ties and exertions. The e:>icuse that is usually 
made for it is altogether absurd, thc^t we knov/ 
not how to employ ourselves otherwise in com¬ 
pany. What business have a set of persons to 
come together who have nothing to say to one 
another? Qr why should tpey remain together, 
after ‘all they have to say is exhamted, and 
when they are no longer,capable of entertain-, 
ing each other with instructive conversation? If 
men and women will not be virtuous, let thera 
at least be innocent. 
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In the mean time, as man, in the pxiisuit of 
excellence, has much to do, his understanding is 
capable of doing much; but the yroper manage¬ 
ment of its powers consists, not so much in pusli- 
ihg obstinately forward^ in any one branch of 
improvement, as in so varying the objects of our 
efibi'ts, as to keep the mind always active and 
awakened. The understanding ouglit to relieve 
itself by turning from moral to natural science, 
and by ranging through the diilerent blanches 
of human knowledge. Lef. it not be said, that 
«in this way only fiivolous and superficial ac¬ 
complishments can be acquiied. The universe 
is t]ic systematic work of one mind; and no one 
part of the system can be well understood by 
those who have not such a general knowledge of 
the w'hole as will enable them to discern the rela¬ 
tions of the several parts which mutually ex¬ 
plain and throw light upon each other. Besides 
this, man has mor6 than knowledge to acquire. 
The energy of a skilful and steady mind must 
be the result of much exertion in the business 
of life. To this it ought therefore to be directed 
as well as to speculative wisdom. High discern¬ 
ment and vigour united constitute its excellence; 
and this 'excellence is to be attained, "not by 
periodical fits of idleness and action, bnt by 
various, by well directed, and^ constant acti- 
f vity. 
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OF THE APPETITES AND PASSIONS IN GENERAL. 


W^HEN the mind received pleasure or suf¬ 
fered pain from any object, the pleasure or the^ 
pain, like every other perception, is lodged in 
the memory, and returns at times as a part of 
the ordinary train of ideas. Xhe remembrance 
of pleasure produces a desire of again enjoying 
the same pleasure ; and the remembrance of 
pain produces a desire to avoid a repetition of 
it. By being frequently renewed, these desires 
become deeply fixed in the miemory, and ob¬ 
tain the name of appetites and affections. If at 
any time, from their intenseness, they engross 
the train of ideas so completely, as in a great 
measure to set at defiance the.voluntary power 
of the mind, and to produce an approximation 
towards madness, they are denomiTi^Xea passions. 

I have said that the human mind receives 
pleasure and pain from three sources : First, 
from the senses; secondly, from the exertion of. 



APPE’:i(|rES AND PASSIONS. 203 

activity or voluntary power; and, lastly, from 
the remembrance of all these pleasures. 

From these different kinds of pleasure or un- 
^easiness arise the appetites, affections, and pas^ 
sidns. They are not priginally implanted in 
our constitution; but it is evidently the inten, 
tion of Nature that they should grow up in the 
human character. The chief difficulty in con¬ 
sidering them in moral point of view, consists 
in distinguishing between the use which Nature 
makes of our appetites and affections, and tlie 
• conduct which men as individuals ought to ob¬ 
serve with regard to them. Nature excites and 
cherishes them; but it is our duty, as rational 
beings, to subdue and restrain them. In this we 
may seem to contend against Nature; but, in 
truth, we fulfil her purpose, which is that of at 
once exciting us to action by motives, and of 
teaching us skill and self-command by appre- 
tiating and subduing these motives. 
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A.1-THOUGH an enligplitened understanding can 
perceive that the improvement of our rational 
faculties is the best object of human pursuit ^ 
yet it is certain that this improvement is by no 
means the motive of our most frequent exer¬ 
tions. Action in man is not originally the re¬ 
sult of improved reason, but is produced by 
the two great stimulants pain and pleasure. 
To avoid the one, and to obtain the other of 
these, is apt to form, in ordinary minds, the 
great business of life. Our senses are the ear¬ 
liest source of our pains and pleasures. The re¬ 
membrance of these pleasures gives rise to the 
desire of their repetition, which is called appe¬ 
tite or animal appetites, from their being common 
to man and die inferior animals. 

Appetites, or the wish for renewed sensual 
pleasure, arise so speedily and so universally 
from the pleashres of sense, that for a man to 
feel the power of any animal appetite, such as • 
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hunger, thirst, lust, or weariness, is considered 
f as neither right nor wrong in itself, but purely 
indifferent, because involuntary^ It is certain, 
how'ever, that they may be greatly strengthened 
as motives of action by^our voluntary exertions. 
From reflecting frequently upon the pleasure de¬ 
rived from the gratification of any one of them, 
it may be enabled in a great degree to take 
possession of the memory, to the exclusion of 
more important objects ; and the pursuit of it 
may become a considerable part of the occupa¬ 
tion of life. 

In their ordinary state, and w'hen not used as 
a source of occupation, or, as it is called,* of 
luxury, the appetites are a valuable and neces¬ 
sary part of our constitution. A man who 
should not possess them would be accounted a 
defective being ; and the Author of our nature 
could not justly have regarded His own work as 
good and perfect, had it wanted them. The 
intellectual improvement, which forms the per¬ 
fection of our nature, is not to be attained with¬ 
out the exertion of much thought and industry- 
In contriving ouif constitution, therefore, the most 
important object of attention must have been to 
find out \iusiness in which to engage us icontinu- 
ally, that our talents might be^ called into constant 
action, and that it might never be in our powe:^ 
to sink into total indolence. Accordingly, the 
irnportant trust is committed to us of preserving 



206 


lliiS. 


our own individual existence, and of preserving 
the existence of our species. Food and rest are- 
necessary for the one, and the union of the 
sexes for the other. But as we come into life 
altogether destitute of kpowledge, both we and 
our species must have speedily perished, had 
not the salutary admonitions of sense stood to 
us instead of a speculative acquaintance with 
our constitution and its wants. We are not left 
to judge whether it is or is not wise in us to pre¬ 
serve our own lives, *or to perpetuate our race.- 
Sensations of pain and pleasure interfere and 
decide the question, without waiting for the 
slow exertions of reason. These sensations are 
a proof that our Creator regarded us as too 
thoughtless to be entrusted with the important 
task of preserving ouiselves, and of maintaining 
in the universe a succession of intelligent beings, 
without adding to the aid of our reason the 
troublesome admonitions of animal appetites to 
remind us of our duty. Accordingly these ap¬ 
petites usually produce their intended effect. 
The human race are yet in their infancy ; and 
extensive conceptions of what is right and ex¬ 
cellent are still so rare, that they seldom enter 
into view in^’the ordinary transactions of life. 
Many a husbandman prepares the ground and 
^ws the seed, merely through fear of sufferipg 
the evils of famine, without I'eflecting upon the 
duty of promoting the improvement of his own 
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, or of other minds, which alone can render the 
’continuance of his labours of any value. 
Children also are begotten by pj^rents who ne- 
^ye^ once perceive the importance of the service 
they are performing to tjie universe, by contri¬ 
buting to the perpetual renovation of rational 
beings upon this globe. Xhus the Author of 
Nature carries on His work by resources which 
His own skill has contrived, with little aid from 
the human understanding. And thus men arc 
often blind instruments in. His hands, accom¬ 
plishing His pleasure, when they think they are 
only pursuing their own. 

In the common opinion of mankind, it is al¬ 
ways sxipposed that there is not merely an im¬ 
propriety, but also something extremely con¬ 
temptible, in a character that is much devoted 
to sensual pleasure. This may at first sight 
seem unreasonable. These pleasures arise so 
obviously and imrftediately out of our constitu¬ 
tion, that Nature herself would seem to have in 
a special manner sanctioned the indulgence of 
them. Nor does it in speculation readily oc¬ 
cur why one sort pf pleasure should be account¬ 
ed more respectable than another. Accordingly 
it appears to have been the opinio3ft of the an¬ 
cient sect of the Epicureans,^that all pleasures 
were equally valuable ; a notion which nevei 
^ failed, among the respectable part* of every couit 
munity, to bring discredit upon their doctrines. 



^08 


APPETITES, 

Xliere is no doubt that tlie general opinion of 
mankind iias decided this point in a rational man-' 
ner ; and that Jiowever much in speculation men 
may sometimes be misled by ingenious notions,^ 
or forget in their conduct the improvement "of 
their rational natuie ; yet they are seldom so 
far lost to common sense as to treat this last 
object with contempt, or completely to ov'er- 
look its value. Xhe reason why the gratifica¬ 
tion of animal appetites is' considered as disho¬ 
nourable is this : Iij other pursuits, such as am¬ 
bition or revenge, the exertion of a considerable, 
and sometimes of a very high, degree of inge¬ 
nuity and strength of mind are requisite to 
tlieir success ; and hence there is always some¬ 
thing respectable in these passions ; JBut in the 
gratification of our animal appetites, all thought 
and skill are unnecessary ; reason is completely 
banished ; and the perfection of that species of 
enjoyment is not inconsistent with the utmost 
stupidity and folly. Xhe same principles in 
our nature, therefore, which induce mankind 
to set a high value upon intellectual worth, and 
upon all those objects and pur,'suits which afford 
an opportunity of displaying the presence and 
the ex'ertion of distinguished wisdom* and for¬ 
titude, lead them to regard the pursuit of sen- 
^sual pleasure with contempt. Accordingly 
there is certainly no pursuit which the world is\ 
more ready to despise. Even in the most Jlux- 
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Hnous age, a confession of much attachment to 
these pleasures is avoided. In every form, and 
even when exerted for the most Ir^udable pui- 
poses, they remind us, that part of our nature is 
irrational, and allied to l^e inferior animals ; 
and the publication of their indulgence is there¬ 
fore oflcnsive. 

Xhe legulation, or due restraint of the animal 
appetites, has been denominated Te?7iperance. 
Its chief object is tfje preservation of health, 
which is liable to injury by ijieir ii'regiilar in- 
diligence. Temperance is undoubtedly one of 
the most important of all the viitucs ; because, 
V. ithout the possession of a certain degree of 
bodily vigour and ease, little intellectual exer¬ 
tion and little impiovement can be made. One 
bi-anch of it, w'hich receives the appellation of 
Chastity, will afterwards be noticed among the 
duties ot which society is the object. 

The true practical* light in which the appe¬ 
tites ought in general to be regarded, is that of 
an index to explain the stale and the wants of 
our constitution. Thus to unexperienced men, 
it might not be clear how frequently we ought 
fo receive food, and in what quantities: but the 
appetite of hunger, if it is not misled lu: 4 ury, 
will always give sufficiently accurate informa- 
tion\upon this subject. It is Scarcely possible 
that any degree of physical knowledge, on our 
part, should ever entirely supersede this use of 

VoL. I. O 
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our appetites. After the maturest consideration 
of a man’s size, constitution, and exercise, a wise 
physician would scarcely pretend to prescribe 
with accuracy how much food and no more he 
ought to consume while in health; but the 
man’s own appetite will determine this difficult 
point, even to an ounce, with the utmost truth 
and precision. 

Xhe pleasures which grise from the indul¬ 
gence of the appetites diminish, like all other 
pleasures, by repeated enjoyment. It is there¬ 
fore evident that they ought not to be accounted 
ultimate objects of rational pui'suit. Xhe chief 
error, however, that is usually committed con¬ 
cerning them, consists in regarding our appe¬ 
tites, not as a contrivance.for rousing our acti 
vity, and reminding us of our duty, but as a 
source of pleasure and an object of indulgence. 
By repeatedly directing the attention towards 
them, they are, in some minds, enabled to take 
such complete possession of the memory or train 
of ideas, that little else besides their gratification 
is suffeied to be exhibited to the mind. Xhus, 
instead of having its activity called forth by 
appetites, they are employed to divest it of all 
its energ^, and to attach it to unworthy occupa¬ 
tions and cares, in preference to intellectual in\^ 
provement. ^ Accordingly, when the lo\"e of 
sensual gratifications appears in any man to . 
fully fixed into Ifabit, a very sure prognostics^ 
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. tion may nsvially be formed that be will nc\ er 
be good for much. He may live and die iii- 
oflfeusively, blit little energy will •appear in Ins 
character; and his cortduct will exhibit no eilbit 
to attain to an inlellectuAl superiority of winch 
he never conceived an idea. The vice of sen¬ 
suality is apt to commit ravages even upon very 
valuable minds. It is a general rule, that per¬ 
sons of sedentary habits are most liable to fall 
into that foirn of it which consists of an atlach- 
fnent to the pleasures of the*lablc, and which is 
pcirhapi the most dangerous. In this r ic'.-.', m<^ n 
of letters are exposed to considciahlc La/ard. 
Ih the present age, m consec(uence of the riches 
that ha\'o flowed from so m-any quarters imo our 
country, and in Cv^nseqnence of the giowing 
fondness for a city •^e^ic^cnce, the c\il is i ne'er- 
stood to prevail to a da'^igcrous estent. It is 
even said, that by far the greater part (Twhat 
are called newous diste77ipets, which are now so 
extremely pievalent among persons in easy cii- 
cumstanccs, arc the result of indolence, added 
to habiiual indulgence in the pleasures last 
rnentione d. It is also said to be in some n.ea- 


sure o\\inghto this vice, that a smaller ^ropprtion 
than formerly of the English dignihed clergy, 
others holding conspicuous slatifins in the 
universities or elsewhere, now pcr»sess a distin¬ 
guished litciary reputation. Indeed e''»'ils 

produ'cccl by sensuality are beyond the rea\h of 
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calculation, and have been complained of in 
every age. Many a gallant people, after having 
run a splendid career of arts and glory, have 
seen their honours all blasted by the selfish and 
stupid indolence produced by luxurious habits, 
which withdraw the mind from public and gene* 
rous cares, and subdue its whole activity. The 
approaches of this vice, therefore, ought to be 
carefully resisted, by avoiding the kind of so- 
ciety in which it is most indulged, and by en¬ 
gaging the mind in active and valuable pursuits 
either of speculation or of business. Even the 
pursuits of vanity, ambition, avarice, or almost 
any other passion, are to be preferred to habitual 
indulgence in sensual, or in what are called 
convivial pleasures, which, if they do not prove 
injurious to health, at least render all activity 
painful, and never fail, ultimately, to sink the 
character into utter insignificance, 
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When the mind has frequejitly derived plea¬ 
sure from any object, or from the society of any 
person, such objects and persons come gradu¬ 
ally to be remembered or associated in the me-i 
mory along with the pleasures they have excited, 
and are -therefore regarded with satisfaction. 
This satisfaction is called a benevolent affection^ 
because it usually produces in the mind a desire 
of communicating its own happiness. 

It has generally bfeen supposed that the bene¬ 
volent affections are originally implanted in our 
constitution, like the senses of sight or of hearing; 
but this is an error. They do indeed grow up 
in our nature in consequence of our situation 
and original character, but they are the result 
of our exertions and enjoyments. 

The human mind has a great tendency to 
^tT^h itself to the various objects by which it is 
surrounded, and to contract a fondAess for them. 
'The tiouse in which we have long lived, the 



-TilK Bi.JsfEVOLJENT 


- 1 4 

woods and the Tnoiinlains among which we have 
been accustomed to \\ anclcr, a great stone upon 
which we lia^ye sit, or the stream to whose mur¬ 
murs we have ’listened, frequently become the 
objects of a very pleasing regard. Our affection 
for these inanimate parts of Nature may be re¬ 
solved into the pleasure which results from, acti- 
vii-y, and the memory of that pleasure. Our 
fondness for any object increa es in proportion 
to the degiee in which it h;;s excited our atten¬ 
tion, or cosi us labour, or even anxiety. Xhe 
rude rock upon which we have only gazed, does 
not interest our alTections like the plant that v e 
placed in the ground, and which h^s flourished 
under our care, Xhe dog and the horse are 
also the most beloved of animals, be@e,use they 
occupy our attention in the highest degree. 

But it is in the bosom of our own species that 
we first learn to think, to act, and to feel. Du¬ 
ring the jieiiod of a long infancy, our v hole at- 
tention is occupie4 b^" the cares that are conti¬ 
nually excited towards us; and all our efforts at 
that early period are directed towards our pro¬ 
tectors. ifence, even at that tender age ("in 
which however the pleasures of exertion are felt 
as strongly as at any future periodj), we learn to 
love the human race, because their society is 
the means of calling forth whatever activity we/ 
possess, and is consequently the source of ous 
chief pleasures. 
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'VV'^ are not only bom in society, but we con¬ 
tinue in it, and it never ceases to afford the best 
opportunities of exerting all the energies of our 
nature. In the course of a long life, during our 
own education, amidst the schemes, the efforts, 
or the business of manhood, or in giving life and 
education to others, we are continually occupied 
by our own species. Our exertions are made 
in the midst of them. Xhey call forth our emu¬ 
lation, our courage,* ahd all that activity of cha¬ 
racter which is the source of our felicity. Xhe 
human race, therefore, in consequence of our 
associating the idea of their presence with all 
our ideas and recollections of pleasure, giadually 
become the objects of our highest attachment 
and regard : and they become dear to us in pro¬ 
portion to the degree in which they have called 
forth our attention'or our care; for even care 
and uneasiness, from the activity they excite, 
are more grateful to the human mind than indo¬ 
lence and vacancy of thought. Hence the 
mother, who has suffered in the production of 
an infant, and who has looked forward to its 
birth with anxioujj apprehension, loves it more 
than the father who has suffered nothing, and 
who, at that early period, often lovers it mot at 
all, unless perhaps in consequence of his attach- 
|m<“nt to the mother, or his own self-love, which 
may lead him to regard it as a kind of continu¬ 
ation or part of himself, ai^d as the support of 
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his name and memory. Xhus, also, parenij 
■usually lov e a sickly child, that costs them much 
trouble, mor^ than a healthy child, that has 
been less dependent on them. The Emperor 
INIai-cus Antoninus observes, that there is some¬ 
how less natural afiection among persons of high 
rank than among other men. Upon the piin- 
ciples now stated it ought to be so. 'i'he common 
people, who labour hard to suppoit their fami¬ 
lies, ought to love their cliilclren more than the 
rich, who lind no trouble in supporting them, 
and who delegate to others the care of their edu¬ 
cation. A nurse has often more affection for an 
infant than its own mother, wEo does not nurse, 
it. Xhus men are careless of natural children i 

and thus their aifection to their children increases 

« 

with the childrens years, and with the exertions 
they make for them. 

We lo\e those of our own family, because 
they are the companions of our youth, and hav e 
the same interests with ourselves. Our fi tends 
are usually those wdth whom we have long asso¬ 
ciated, and in wEose society we have exerted 
whatever talents we possess. Patriotism, or the 
love of our country, is an extension of these 
aitectidns, and naturally aiiscs from an attach¬ 
ment to our fami.ly, friends, and kindied : yet 
it scarcely exists ifi those countries wheie pri¬ 
vate citizens hre never called upon to take 
some trouble for the welfare of their country; 
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that IS to say, where freedom, or something re¬ 
sembling it, does not exist. IVIcn who are per¬ 
mitted to interfere public aflaVrs, who find in 
them a splendid field for the exertion of ability, 
vigour, eloquence, and ^very faculty and every 
accomplishment they possess, soon become at¬ 
tached to that society in whose service they 
have encountered a thousand hazards, apd in 
the management of whose affairs they have 
tasted the pleasures which arise from boundless 
energy of thought and of action. Hence arose 
that vehement patriotism, which, in the turbu¬ 
lent and popular governments of Gi'eece and 
Rome, swallowed up every other passion and 
sentiment of the human mind, subdued evciy 
limited attachment to a family or friends, and 
induced the most accornnlislied men to court a 
life of p4-ipciua] s iafe • I lianger. I_encc also, 
under despotic governments, the human mind 
languishes, and becomes caielcss of that society 
with wiiose affairs it has no concern; or if any 
degree of patriotism remain, it is only among 
those employed in military service, who are 
usually the freest* part of such a state, and the 
only part of it that interferes in public affairs. 

The benevolent affections, then, ai'e pibduced 
.by our situation ; they are nof implanted in our 
niiture, neither do they form'an original part of 
our constitution. The conjugal'Affection is in¬ 
deed founded upon an animal appetite inherent 
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in our nature; but it is improved, and deri\es its 
srength, from the common interest of the par¬ 
ties, and the r^cipxocal care»and services which 
tfieir situation engages them to undertake, TL'his 
affection is the foundation of every other. It 
prepares the mmd for the parental and patriotic 
affections. Children, fiiends, and our country, 
are all, in consequence of it, more readily be¬ 
loved ; but still they arc beloved in proportion 
to the price and the trouble they have cost us. 
Our chief exertions, ^and consequently our chief 
pleasures, are always in the midst of the human 
race, which at last renders even the voice and 
the countenance of man pleasing objects. Xhey 
are pleasiirg, because they bring the habitual 
recollection of activity and joy. 

Benevolence is a very pleasing and a very 
popular sentiment. It has therefore been ascri¬ 
bed to the Deity as one of His attributes, and 
sometimes lecoramended to man as the highest 
excellence of his nature. It has already been 
shewn, that we have no evidence of the truth of 
the first of these ideas, as there is no reason to 
believe that this woi'ld was formed for the pur¬ 
pose of conferring happiness (immediate hap¬ 
piness at lep,st) upon its inhabitants. It is also 
an error to suppose that the benevolent, or any 
other affections, ought to be regarded as a rtile 
of action, or ds a constituent part, or necessary 
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rcquTsite, of the perfec^:ion of an intelligent 
being. 

itvery aflection implies a cei^ain degree of 
imperfection of character. When we say that 
an atlection has taken root in the mind, we mean, 
that the casual associations ol" memory have be¬ 
come, to a certain degree, too powerful for the 
will; that self-command is partially lost; apd that 
our actions are guided, not by the present per¬ 
ceptions or dictates 'of the understanding, or 
perceptive f^cvtlty, but by Remembrances which 
wc cannot banish. So far, therefore, we are in 
the state of inferior animals, having lost the 
power of voluntarily directing the tiain of our 
ideas or memory. 

The benevolent affections, like all others, are 
blind in their own nature, and lead us to love, 
without regard to their imperfections, those with 
V. horn, we have chanced to associate. iN^ay, they 
even lead us to love stocks and stones, and 
fields and woods, if they have only been the 
scene of our early amusements, or if wc have 
resided long in the midst of them. They imply 
a preference of Qfie person to another, not found¬ 
ed upon any distinction of excellence, but merely 
upon the accidental circumstance ot^ habits 
of familiarity with him. A mere blind, invo- 
Irtntary, and irrational feeling, however, not 
only cannot f6rm a part of the excellence of a 
natiQnal being, but it may, even be regarded as 
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an imperfection ; For to prefer the foolish be¬ 
cause they were our companions, or begotten by 
us, to the wire, because they are strangers ; or 
to prefer an individual child to our whole fa¬ 
mily, our family to our country, our country to 
mankind, pr to reason and truth, is unquestionably 
absurd and irrational. 

In this manner, however, our affections cer¬ 
tainly do proceed. They often tend to mislead 
us, and they can never be entirely trusted ; for 
they frequently place us in a dilemma, between 
the happiness of those we love, and the interests 
of justice and reason. Whereas the other con¬ 
stituent parts of perfection, wisdom and strength 
of mind, are always, at all times, and in all cir¬ 
cumstances, right and fit to be obeyed ; neither 
can we ever do amiss by acting wisely and vi¬ 
gorously. To love is indeed pleasing ; but to 
eat is also pleasing. Both hunger and affection 
are involuntary feelings ; tile one arisifig from 
our constitution, and the other from our situa- 
ation and habits. They are both useful to our 
nature, but they are both of them blind. They 
sometimes lead us right, and ;>ometimcs wrong ; 
and are therefore to be restrained. But it is in- 
conceiV'ablc.that an ingredient of absolute per¬ 
fection can in any instance be pernicious or 
evil. Wisdom is ’always excellent and right. 
The exertion 'of wisdom or foititude is always 
excellent and right ; but hunger or affection 
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may direct us to eat poison, or to love the un¬ 
worthy, which is obviously wrong. 

It is in vain, then, that benevol'ince and sym¬ 
pathy have been represented by some authors 
as the fundamental principles of morals, or as 
the great rules which ought to direct the actions 
of men. The same reasoning which proves that 
these form no constituent or fundamental part 
of intellectual excellence, also shews that they 
cannot justly be regarded as a rule of conduct. 
They are both apt to mislead., and would at times 
induce us to love the worthless, and to sympa¬ 
thise with the guilty. They must, therefore, be 
directed by the rules of light reason. But if they 
require rules for their own direction, they can 
never be a proper rule of cohduct for man. 

It is not benevolence or sympathy, therefore, 
but that which regulates benevolence and sym¬ 
pathy, that ought to be regarded as the supieme 
director of human ‘conduct, and as the ultimate 
object of human pursuit. Were we to adopt 
these affections as a rule of action, the blind 
would indeed be leading the blind. It is to the 
free dictates of the perceptive faculty, or of the 
understanding, when,possessed of full voluntary 
pbwer or self-command, that we aughfto give 
.obedience ; and it is to the attainment of a clear 
and accurate discernment of*truth, and the pos- 
__- * 


Hutchison and Sihith. 
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session of complete self-eommand, that we ought^, 
to aspire. 

Are we to sny, thefi, that when, without exa¬ 
mining strictly into the intellectual excellence 
possessed by the objects of their affection, a wife 
loves her husband, a parent his child, a man his 
friend, or a citizen his country, that the senti¬ 
ment they feel is not virtuous, is no part of their 
duty, and forms ho part of the perfection of 
their nature ? This question is easily answered 
by another. Is a man to be regarded as ehter- 
taining a very virtuous sentiment, w'hen, with¬ 
out strictly considering his own character, he is 
deeply enamoured of himself, and prefers what 
lie thinks his ow'^n interests to the welfare of all 
the world besides ? Surely pot. When a man 
loves himself in spite of unwprthiness, it is only 
a proof that he is very far lost. A wise man 
would detest himself if he had acted a w^eak or 
a treacherous part ; and this self-abhorrence 
would be a proof, that the discernment of truth, 
and the love of excellence, yet remained entire 
in his nature. A wife who loves, ^nd is blind 
to the faults of a brutal,* pert^erse, and stupid 
husband, is no doubt fortunate on accoynt of the 
escape she'makes from much disgust and mdr- 
tificaLion : but sho is in great hazard of sinking^-- 
into a resemblance of her unw'oith^'^ associate. 
The same may be said of those who blindly 
love their children, friends, and country. They 
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may be all good-natured people : but so far as 
they love what is not lovely or excellent, thcir 
minds are blind, undiscerning, arjKl weak ; they 
are wandering widely from reason, and are lo¬ 
sing the perception of what is amiable and per¬ 
fect. 

The blind sentiment, then, of benevolence, 
or affection to our species, or to any individual 
of it, is favourabl_^ interpreted when said to be 
neither virtuous nor vicious ; although it is 
sometimes productive of good, and sometimes 
of bad consequences. If it be objected to this 
reasoning, that benevolence, guided by v. isdoiu, 
and directed only towards the v orthy and the 
excellent, is a branch of the virtue and perfec¬ 
tion of our nature, the ansv^ er \\ dl be obvious. 
That, in such a cij^e, it is the wisdom and not tlic 
affection that is valuable. The affection is a feel - 
ing or habit of the memory, which may go right 
or wrong at random ; the wisdom has all the dis¬ 
cernment, and consequently all the merit.. But 
there is a fallacy in this mode of consideiing the 
question. To be pleased with the excellent, and 
with excellence, *is not what is understood by a 
benevolent affection. • It is the nature of the be¬ 
nevolent affections to be undistinguisliing, to 
blind the understanding, and*to lead us, by way 
of excusing them, to persuade ourselves that our 
children are the most beautiful ^and wise chil¬ 
dren, our friends the best inen, and o\ir coun- 
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trymen the best and the bravest people on the 
face of the earth. The app^Sfca^tipn or admi¬ 
ration of perfection and worth is of a very difle* 
rent nature. So far from being a blind affection 
or habit, I have already shewn that it is an ex¬ 
ertion of the understanding in discerning the 
quantity of mind or intellect that exists in a par¬ 
ticular person, or is displayed jn his actions. It 
is ncA confined to those with whom we have as., 
sociated, but extends to the Virtuous and the ex¬ 
cellent of all ages, a^d in^ all countries,. , - 

Still, however, it is by no, mea.ns easy to ap¬ 
preciate accurately the t^lue of tli^ benevolent 
affections ; for although they foritl po “part of 
the perfection iQ%pur natvire, yet they are closely 
cormected with that perfection, and they are the 
meftns by which a very considerable portion of 
it i^ jprcx^iiced. As they arise fi'om the pleasure 
wlii€h. is the result of activity, they may justly 
be regarded, to a certaip extent, as a test of the 
degree in whic^h any mind has exerted itself, 
and has att^iped, to excellence. Accordingly, 
these affectiqi^ Iptrn with highest energy in ac¬ 
tive and vig^j^i^^r minds* In proportion to the 
vehempnce witn^hich rn^n deli^rate, .^J^cidc, 
contend, an,d act, their felicity is increa$ed, and 
their affections become ardent. Hence it usually 
happens, that the most generous and affectionate 
minds are at the same time the most active, ear¬ 
nest, and v'aluable. 
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Aas to act in tbe'^me'iftanner that wisdom itself 
V'Duld- h^e dir^ctSd, ha<t it beeVi consulted. 
Whdtevei^ is- injurious to ^ie'perfection of cur 
nature, is also hurtful- to tSienft. Gluttony, drunk¬ 
enness, indolence; all- sOhsual pleasures, 

\vhile they‘digest -the iftind 5f its energy, St the 
sanie time attach it fe> tUnPvvorthy enjoymCJ^ts, and 
rendei* it- ufuhihkfin^,, selhslr, cold,-leehlA,' ^rttd 
confined, in all its conceptions and -ptirposes. 
While arhbitibn and dvfefice divert piiii^tehtion 
from 'the. jpnra^fta pointed- jdut t-rue^wisdom, 

they hflso'iehdef W cruel, ot dt-least ddreleis of 
the wel^^-of mankind, Ih’sWt, if ady rhai^i, 
destitute o# thd^benevoieht aflfectiofi^, tt-is a-'^cof 
that he is littfe bet^r'than d ciod of earth, of 
that‘he is littlfedesa ^an a gOd. ■ Ihf .the' formef 
case, hfe’ n£lttfp<r is^ languid, fpr'its j^wer^ have 
never been called fortK If he 1^ efttefed Into 
the .society of his if ;he h^-overfed his 

best faeultifts, and- edhfeiitfed-ifi thd race' of for¬ 
tune of of hohdur,' the delighf arising from ac¬ 
tivity' would have attached him to those beings 
among whom if Wa^r received. In the latter case, 
he must be^estitute of benevolence ^ ftot because 
he never knew it, but bdC^se he hds* risen su¬ 
perior to it, and has exchanged it for the appro-* 
bation of virtue, or the love of‘the wise arid'the 
excellent, wherever they are fQunS/ 

Voi. I. 3? 
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Xhe benevolent aflections are a kind of re¬ 
wards of virtue, or incitements to the practice ofl^ 
it. They ar€ acquired by exertion in society, 
in which alone our best faculties can be properly 
called forth. They ^ire the flowers and the 
pleasing fruit, which at times may be gathered 
in the journey of life. Without them, beings of 
a feeble and imperfect character might have 
regarded that journey with despair, as passing 
through a desolate wilderness, filled only witlr 
thorns and brambles, and affording no, recom¬ 
pense for their*labour. As these affections arise 
from exertion, so, in their turn, they produce 
much energy of character. Attachment to 
friends, to a family,' or to their country, induce 
men to engage in much care and labour, and to 
contrive a thousand scherpes in which they 
would otherw'ise have had no concern. Thus 
we acquire skill and vigour, and consequently 
a certain portion of excelle'tice ; and thus a man, 
who imagines he is only serving his friend, or 
providing for his family, is in truth, without 
thinking of it, gradually improving his own clia- 
racter in art and energy, and becoming a more 
perfect being. 

It'^is tr,^re, that beings of a more excellent ori¬ 
ginal constitution, possessing a greater aptitude 
for improvement; might not require such induce - 
ments to ledJd them to the possession of the small 
degree of perfection that can be acquired in 
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this oblique manner. The admiration of excel 
lence might alone be sufficient to conduct them 
to the direct pursuit of intellectual improvement, 
and to induce them to attempt to diffuse it 
through the univ^erse, that they might be sur¬ 
rounded by what is perfect and excellent. Bu» 
such is the ignorance and the feebleness in w’^hich 
man commences his existence, and so little no¬ 
tion has he of the -jcr?lue of wisdom or strength 
of mind, that Providence has found it nece sary 
{(5 use a great variety of indirect means to rouse 
his latent energies, and put him into the way 
towards perfection. "VV^c are foi'med wath feeble 
and perishing bodies, that their preseivation 
may afford us something to contrive and to do ; 
yet these bodies would not have sense, nor 

take tlie trouble, tc?^preserve, wei'e we not com¬ 
pelled and allured to do so by bodily pain and 
pleasure. 'VV’'e are placed amidst society, that, 
by studying knowledge in different branches, 
and by communicating our thoughts or disco¬ 
veries, our'progress may be hastened and facili¬ 
tated ; yet to that society w^e would pay no at¬ 
tention, were not the one half of the species made 
objects ol* sensual pleasure to the othcr^^ and 
were we not so formed, llmt one generation, as 
it w'^ere, creates the succeeding one, and sup¬ 
ports it during a considcrble period of its exist¬ 
ence. 

W^re the existence of man to endure long a-» 

P 2 



^■28 


THE BENEVOLENT 


nough, it seems evident, that in wise men the 
benevolent affections, considered as mere ha- 

f 

bits, would pass away, and cease to make a part 
of their characters. Xhe pleasure arising from 
activity, which was the 'original source of bene¬ 
volence, wovdd alv\ ays indeed remain ; but the 
affections are merely the result of an association 
of ideas, rendering us fond of those persons who 
recal the memory of past pleasures enjoyed in 
their society. In the progress towards perfection, 
this association, like'^cvery casual and arbitrary 
connection of ideas, would lose its effect; and 
we should learn to think and to act according to 
the steady dictates of truth and reason, appro¬ 
ving, and being pleased only with what is excel¬ 
lent. 

In the meantime, the duty of man, \\ ith re¬ 
gard to the benevolent affections, is nearly simi¬ 
lar to his duty with regard to the animal appe¬ 
tites. Like them, our affections afford an index 
to the business in which Providence wishes us to 
engage. As the appetite of hunger indicates tliat 
we ought to labour to provide food for its grati¬ 
fication, so the affections shew that ve are not 
designed to labour for durselves alone. These 
truths and duties might have been discoveied 
by wiser beings without the aid of such monitors ;• 
at least, now ^that they are discovered, we know 
that it would have been light to pi'eserve our 
own existence, and*" to labour for the benefit ot 
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ourselves and others, even though no appetites 
or affections had ever led us, as it were, instinc¬ 
tively to do so. 

Our affectioiis are sO contrived by Nature that 
they pi'oduce a preponderance of good ; but as 
they are blind and undiscriininating, they pro¬ 
duce much evil also if left to themselves. They 
lead to much exertion in behalf of opr families, 
friends, and countj’y.; but they also give rise to 
unjust partialities and preferences, which prova 
the source of hostilities and crimes. If they bind 
men in close ties of amity, they also bind them 
to support each other’s passions, prejudices, and 
imaginary interests. Thus men come to be di¬ 
vided into parties ; and wars and desolation a- 
rise out of the bswrcvolent affections. The at¬ 
tachment to a faftiily anciently engaged every 
man in deadly Jeitd against some other family. 
The spirit of corpjoration and of faction origi¬ 
nates in mens fondness for forming paiticular 
attachments and friendships. It was the bene¬ 
volent affections, under the form of patriotism, 
that led Rome to desolate the world ; and thus 
the most extensive calamities are produced by 
these affections, if th'^y aie suffered to rpgulate 
our conduct, and are not placed under the con- 
troul of reason. 

‘They who imagine that beneyolence is the 
perfection of our nature, have given rules Jbr 
cultivating it in the human character.* ’ Xhesf- 
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lulcs are, for two reasons, altogether superfluous : 
first, because a blind affection or tendency can ho¬ 
ver constitute the perfection of an intelligent be¬ 
ing ; and, secondly, because our affections grow 
up spontaneously, and revjuire no culture. If men 
are only in the midst of society, and active in it, 
there is little doubt that they will become at¬ 
tached to some part of its mcn^beis at least ; but 
this is not the business of rrjan. Xo contract ir¬ 
rational partialities is no part of the perfection of 
his character. llis employment ought to be, to 
judge with clearnes'- of what is excellent and 
right, and to become w hat he approves. Xhus he 
wall ultimately love only the wise and the ami¬ 
able ; and thus will he himself be regarded watb 
approbation by every intelligent being. 


CHAP. XI. 

OF THE MALEVOLEKX AFFACTIOKS AFTEJ PASStOK^^^ 


7\s the benevolent affections are produced by 
the pleasures we enjoy in society, so the male¬ 
volent afiections derive their existence from the 
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various forms in which we receive uneasiness 
from each other'. In consequence of our situ¬ 
ation and character, these are very various. 
Hence, if a man have a friend, he usually has 
an enemy also. But as’every kind of action or 
exertion, even though attended with much pain, 
is productive of a certain degree of pleasure, 
we derive, upon the whole, a greater portion of 
pleasure than of u/ioasiness from the society of 
our own species ; and accordingly our attach¬ 
ment to it always predominates over our dislike. 
'I'he objects of hatred are particular, whereas 
the objects of good-will are general. W''c often 
hate an individual, or an assemblage of indivi¬ 
duals, who have given us great and frequent un¬ 
easiness, which has-* gradually been treasured up 
in the memory till it has become a source of 
habitual discontent. But no man hates the hu¬ 
man race ; or at leaj>t, if such cases do exist, they 
arc extremely rare, and must be the result of 
great want of fortitude, rendering the mind a 
slav^ to particular painful recollections, notwith¬ 
standing the getieral happiness it has derived 
from exertion in human society. 

Afrectii»ns and passions are often confounded 
with each other in language, for this reason, that 
'they dilTer only in degree. An tfflection, as already 
Jioficed, is a more calm and steady tendency of 
mind; whereas a passion is an affection roused to 
\ iolertce, and having in it somethingof a ebeinencc 
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or agitation, and consequently admitting of lesa 
self-command. Xhe benevolent as well as the ma - 
Jevolcnl aflections, when they meet Vvith obstruc¬ 
tions and difficulties to fix them deeply in the train 
of ideas, arc apt to return so frequently to the 
thoughts, that the importance of their objects be¬ 
comes magnified immoderately to the mind’s eye ; 
and in that casq they assume the violent charac¬ 
ter of passions. 

The malevolent aflections have a vai'iety of 
names ; but they are all, while they last, produc¬ 
tive of haired, and are forms of that sentiment. 
The chief of them are anger, envy, jealousy, and 
revenge. 

Anger is a sudden loss of self-command or 
discomposure of the mind, find dislihe of an in¬ 
dividual in consequence of his having been tht: 
cause of some unexpected disagreeable event. 
Jn proportion as the event has been longer ex¬ 
pected, and tlie 3 ')ainful apjDichension of ii ha." 
been suflered to enter into the train of ideas, the 
sentiment approaches more nearly to the na¬ 
ture of j>erfcct hatred, anger being only inci¬ 
pient hatred. It has always sometiiing sudden., 
and obviously irrational in it, in consequence 
of the total want of self-command with which it 
is attended. In children, or persons of a very- 
wealc chai acter, it is sometimes directed against 
inanimate objects. 

Kevtmge is continued anger, or the violent 
desire of doing mischief to a person, because he 
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has occasioned to us painful sentiments which 
powerfully occupy the memory. 

Envy is the hatred of an individual, because 
be possesses some real or supposed good which 
we cannot obtain, but* the value of which we 
have, by frequent reflection, fixed very strongly 
in the train of our ideas ; so that it involuntarily, 
as it were, haunts the mind or perceptive power. 

Jealousy is envy by anticipation. It is the 
hatred of one person, from the painful apprehen¬ 
sion that he will obtain a preference over us in 
the favour of another. - 

]\Iost of the other malevolent affections and 
passions receive the general name of hatred; 
they are all produced by suffering the recollec¬ 
tion of past, the fueling of present, or the appre¬ 
hension of future^evil, or supposed evil, strongly 
to fix themselves in the train of ideas, so as to 
divest for the time the mind of a portion of its 
self-command, anti to engross it with the desire 
of doing mischief. Xhey have this in common, 
that as the benevolent affections are of a plea- 
siiig_and ha ppy nature, and excite a wish to pro¬ 
duce a srmilarnhppii^ss in their objects ; so the 
malevolent affections/are all painful, and are 
accompanied with a more or less v«hemient de¬ 
sire to destroy, or at least to, produce misery in 
their objects. 

Xhe malev'olent passions of anger and revenge 
often avow themselves and* their purposes to the 
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wol'Id ; because a man under their influence fre¬ 
quently persuades himself that he is acting in a 
reaisonable manner, and is only moved by a just 
disapprobation of improper treatment offered to 
himself, or to those in whose welfare his bene- 
\'olcnt affections lead him to take a lively inte¬ 
rest. On the contrary, the passions of envy and 
jealousy conceal themselves from the world, be¬ 
cause they imply a sense, of inferiority in the 
person wlso entertain^s them. 

The malevolent passions, and more especially 
those of anger and revenge, are important instru¬ 
ments in the hands of divine Pi'ovidence towards 
conducting the economy of human affairs. 
They render individuals exLicmely formidable 
to each other. A man under their influence 
becomes a very terrible and< dangerous . being. 
^\^Iien animated by their imprdse, his blood fiows 
mere vehemently, and his bodily strength is 
augmented, and becomes less easily exhausted, 
d'hese passions arc at limes capable of totally 
uithdiawing the mind from every otlier object 
of pursuit; and when the individo'd inlluerced 
by them possesses suflic^ent self-command to 
enable him to supi:)ress the external appearances 
uhich they usually exhibit, it is in his power, 
by saciiflcing his envn safety, to destroy tlie ex¬ 
istence of almost any one human being, however 
powerfully protected he may be. Accordingly, 
history alibids I'epeated examples of case^, in 
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which mighty princes, in the midst of irrcsist- 
fible armies, have fallen a sacrifice to the ven¬ 
geance of an obscure individual. Hence it 
happens that, in the infancy of society, the 
dread of exciting these terrible passions gives 
rise to the first rudiments of civilization and of 
equitable conduct. Savages, v. ho are accus¬ 
tomed to give way to the full indulgence of 
these passions, and vvbp know well their dange¬ 
rous consequences, are taught, for the sake of 
.'Voiding the hazard of unAecessarily exciting 
diem, to treat each other with a degree of cere¬ 
monious and formal respect unknown imiong 
civilized nations, where the dominion of law is 
ucknowdedged, and men arc accustomed to sub¬ 
mit their passions tp its controul. These pas- 
rions are evmn at aK times productiv'c of adv'aii- 
cige, from the protection w'hich they afford to 
die pei'sonal respectability of individuals, and 
from their consequent tendency to polish the 
nmnners of men. Our ancestors made u.sc of 
theiTUwith this view, and allowed every indivn- 
. nv m-ige- an^ injury offered to his personal 

respectability, providing! lie did so openly, and 
w'lth as m*ich hazard tc/his ow n hfe as to that of 
his antagonist; thereby to demonstratti his own 
fortitude, and the value ^in which he held the 
Viublic estimation. It w^as no doubt a barbaious, 
though it proved a very effectual resource for 
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polishing the manners of the higher orders of 
society in Europe. 

But although, by the arrangements which 
I^ature has adopted, these passions are made 
subservient to the production of good, it be¬ 
comes a different question, how far they do not 
degrade the character of the individual who in¬ 
dulges in them, and how far it is a moral duty 
to resist their power over..the mind? 

As anger is always accompanied with agita¬ 
tion and confusion of mind, and consequently 
with imbecility or want of proper self-command, 
it is ■ evidently inconsistent uith that l^teadfast 
exercise of reason which is necessax*y to the cor¬ 
rect use of the human faculties. It ought, 
therefore, to be avoided and-suppressed. A man. 
under its influence has nothhe power of direc¬ 
ting his attention freely and deliberately to dif¬ 
ferent objects and considerations; he is, there¬ 
fore, incapable of discriminating correctly truth 
from falsehood, or what is equitable and rational 
from what is absurd. It is true, the woi'ld is 
disposed to excuse the absurditio.'; of angry... or 
of what are called passionate men. Xhis indui ' 
gence is not altogether improper; for anger i^. 
usually short lived, and the .shortest follies are 
undoubtedly the*best..iv But it ought to be re-^ 
membered, that they still are follies, and that 
they who are subject to this passion, ai'c liable 
an .intellectual disease whieh, while it lasts. 
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renders them weak and irrational, and reduces 
.iheir character to the rank of that of the inferior 
animals, being equally destitute of the power of 
recollection and sound judgment. 

Xhe passion of revenge is still more to be 
avoided by a man who would act rationally 
than the passion of anger. It is nevertheless 
apt to be indulged in by persons who possess too 

much self-command, to allow themselves to be 

• 

frequently hurried dway by anger upon trifling 
or ordinary occasions. Xhe»reason is this; such 
persons not permitting themselves to be ollend- 
ed, unless upon occasions which greatly interest 
them, are apt, on that account, to abandoir 
themselves much more completely to resent¬ 
ment, and to persuade themselves that they only 
require what is rational and just in demanding, 
that he who has committed an injury shall be 
made to suffer at least as much pain as he has 
inflicted. But the* full possession w^hich this 
passion, wl^n once introduced, takes of the me - 
rnor'j, in consequence of the repeated recollec- 
lioi^of its object, seldom fails to banish every 
-national cHnsiderSition, ^nd to induce the mind 
to exagg^»rate greatly the evil suffered, the reta¬ 
liation that is due, and the propriety qf exacting 
t.that retaliation. 

It is an exercise of good ’s&TTSe or of wisdom to 
approve of rational and excellent ^conduct; and 
it is qlso a proper exercise ®f the understanding 
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to be dissatisfied with those actions which havO 
a tendency to derange the order of society, and 
to injure individuals in it. A man of sense, 
therefore, cannot avoid regarding pernicious and 
irrational conduct wil^i disapprobation or dis¬ 
like; and he must account it a part of his duty 
to remedy the bad effects of such conduct, and 
to prevent a repetition of it, either by improving 
the character of the party who committed the 
mischief, or by adopting such measures as may 
deprive him of the powder or the inclination to 
do farther harm. It is, therefore, rational both 
to dislike a bad -man, and to endeavour to pre¬ 
vent, by W’^hatever measures may fee necessary, 
his committing future mischief. This dislike, 
however, is totally different from the passion of 
revenge. As W'e do not callpthe approbation of 
intellectual w^orth a benevolent affection; so 
neither, when correctly exerted, ought we to call 
the disapprobation and dislike of irrational con¬ 
duct towards ourselves or others a malevolent 
affection or passion. In the case of injuries, sus¬ 
tained by oui'selves, however, they are extreipely 
apt to occupy the memory, and themoy to con¬ 
vert that which, wdien^ moderately, exerted, 
would^amqunt only to just disapprobation, into a 
vehement and umreasonable passion of revenge. 
Hence arises the ^diiticulty of attaining to that 
degree of self-command, or candour and mode¬ 
ration of spirit, which may enable an injured 
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person to consider what his own moral interest, 
and that of society at large, rcqnire. 

The rational and only unexceptionable prin¬ 
ciple which can be acted upon, with regard to 
injuries offered to us, sterns to be this ; A. vir¬ 
tuous man ought to recollect, that the only 
business or duty required of him in this world, 
is to acquire for himself an accomplished in¬ 
tellectual character, and to perform a part in 
the business of society, with a view to assist 
others to do the same. these great objects 

are in no respect impeded, or if he is in no de¬ 
gree disqualilied for the performpnce of them 

I 

by the injury he has sustained, it ought un¬ 
doubtedly to be disregarded ; for tins leason, 
that, by seeking retaliation, he would infallibly 
commit a ccrtain^*degiee of mischief, without 
gaming any valuable object'wlveicby it might 
be compensated. He would also incur the ha- 
y.ard of distui'bing the peace of society, and, 
what is worse, of kindling in liis own mind, 
and perhaps ultimately in tliat of another, an 
irrational passion of revenge ; w liieh in itself is 
ied\\ays^ar»ni'bfai’\:alamlLy, and all the bad con¬ 
sequences of which l>i cannot possibly foresee. 
On the contrary, if the result of an^injury thus 
unresented would be to disqualify the suffering 
X^arty for the fulfilmenT^oj^rmy important duty, 
he ought undoubtedly to act *in a different 
manner. Xhis may occui\ either when his pro- 
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party is injured in such a form as might af- 
ford a pernicious example of successful vio^ 
lence, or in such a degree as might deprive hini 
of the means of fulfilling the duties arid en¬ 
gagements connected yfith his station in so¬ 
ciety : Or, it may occur in the case of such an 
injury offered to his personal respectability, as 
if not resented would disqualify him for ever 
after from possessing any degree of lisefulness 
in the world. In both of these cases, although 
the passion of revenge, considered as h habit of 
thought leading captive the understanding, 
ought never to be indulged ; yet retaliation of 
evil is not only justifiable, but necessary. 

In the case of injuries offered to property, the 
laws of society usually afford a sufficient remedy * 
and no other ought to be sought. In the case 
of certain personal injuries, however, in conse¬ 
quence of the ancient barbarous laws of Eu¬ 
rope, a custom has been established, by which* 
if men in particular stations in society were to 
have recourse to that sort of redress which,, le¬ 
gal authority now affords, they would be ren¬ 
dered for ever afterwards uttefly ^Thcapable oi"^ 
fulfilling the most important duties of -life. If 
a military officer should suffer falsehood to be 
publicly ascribed ^im, or the slightest vio¬ 
lence to be ofFerSil^’t’o his person, without ^p- 
lemnly defying and encotmtering his antago¬ 
nist in single combat with mortal weapons, he 



AND Passions. 241 

would, by our customs, instantly be disquali¬ 
fied from serving his country in the station to 
wdiich he had been educated ; and his family, 
if he have one, might be reduced along with 
him to poverty and shtmie. ' In such a case, 
the most virtuous and rational man has evi¬ 
dently no choice left with regard to the conduct 
which he is to adopt ; and the self-command, 
which it is his duty to cultivate, will usually 
render him extremely formidable, and afibrd him 
the best chance of safety. The guilty party is 
the one who originally commits an action 
which necessarily produces such dreadful con¬ 
sequences, and not he who is involuntarily 
compelled to protect, at every hazard, the place 
which he occupies ;in society, and his whole 
prospects of future Usefulness in its service. If 
nations wish to extinguish this barbarous prac¬ 
tice, they ought not to enact laws, absurdly me¬ 
nacing, with equal punishment, the injured in¬ 
dividual, who reluctantly protects his own per¬ 
sonal 1 respectability, and him who wantonly 
bringi: that respectability jnto hazard. The law 
vjiiffi regard* to duelling, ^hich would reduce it 
to reason, »and thereby * nearly extinguish the 
practice, ought to be this ; The part 3 r "Who was 
involuntarily brought intg.jS AfcJa^ circumstances, 
that,-without avowedly assaulting the life of his 
antagonist, he could not preserve Ais place or 
his per^-onal estimation among men, ought to 
Voi.. I Q 
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be held innocent, whatever the consequences 
may have been. He, on the contrary, who un- , 
justly gave the original oUence, ought to be ac¬ 
counted gvtilty. If he have fallen, it is a mis¬ 
fortune for which nobody but himself is re¬ 
sponsible ; but if he have destroyed the life of 
his antagonist, he ought undoubtedly to be ac¬ 
counted guilty of mxirder. 

Xhe passion of envy always demonstrates that 
the rriind entertaining it is far from worth or 
excellence. Xheywho judge rationally con- 
cerniilg the relative importance of different 
objects of pursuit, know that nothing is truly 
and ultimately valuable excepting a virtuous, 
that is, an enlightened and resolute mind : But 
it can be no injury to one man, that another 
has acquired a very great degree of wisdom and 
fortitude^; on the contrary, it is of the utmost 
advantage, as it may facilitate the progress of 
others in improvement. For let it be supposed 
that two men, possessed of equal talents and in¬ 
formation, commence at the same time two dif¬ 
ferent courses of study ; let it be supp osed that 
they are both at present, good chemi^s and goo4^ 
mechanics ; let the one proceed industriously 
for a year‘longer in the first of these studies, 
and let the otl^r^rr»r^ed for the same pei'iods. 
in the other ; let them meet again at the end 
of the year, and communicate to each other 
the detail of their Experiments, and the histor^^ 
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of their discoveries and projects—they will be 
.able to do so in the space of a few days, or at 
most of a few weeks. At the end of a few 
weeks, then, or even of a few days from the 
conclusion of the year, «ach of them vrill pos¬ 
sess as much knowledge as if he had studied 
during two whole years, and spent the one of 
them in the study of chemistry and the other 
in the study of mecl^anics. It is thus that for 
another man to acquire wisdom is one of the 
greatest blessings that can o^cur to me ; and it 
IS thus that, in proportion as knowledge is gene¬ 
rally diffused, its progress to perfection becomes 
more speedy ; and the multitude of labourei’s 
will probably at last render it rapid beyond our 
present conception.. For a man of an enlight¬ 
ened mind, then, to envy another man’s pro¬ 
gress in • knowledge, and to be dissatisfied and 
unhappy on account of it, is a thing w hich one 
would suppose cannot possibly occur. Xo think 
of envying the vigour and activity wdth which 
anothpr man diffuses wisdom around him, and 
protects the interests of reason and of justice in 
t^e world, would be stilly more absurd. It would 
be equivalent to a complaint, that our best in¬ 
terests are promoted, our labours rendered easy, 
•and that our most impoyfnjjitj^rsuit has been 
successful. 

It is true, that they who value other objects 
besidefv wdsdom and its exertions may very rea** 

d 2 





THE- MALEVOLENT AFFECTIONS 


clily become subject to tlie wretched and pain¬ 
ful sentiment of envy. A.s the tongues of men. 
cannot be occupied with the praises of more 
than a small number of individuals at a time, 
he who pursues fame ns a valuable object, and 
cannot attain it, may readily be disposed to en¬ 
vy a more successful candidate. He who va¬ 
lues riches will naturally envy the rich; be¬ 
cause one man’s riches dp not necessarily con¬ 
fer riches upon another.^ He who values 
strennth or beauty* or has fixed his wishes upon 
the acquisition of fine horses, a splendid dwell¬ 
ing, a beautiful wife, or any such external ob¬ 
ject, will no doubt be mortified if he is disap¬ 
pointed or excelled in any of these. But so far 
as a man loses his sclf-com;nand on account of 
such objects, he is a stranger to wisdom ; he has 
not discovered what is truly excellent and wor¬ 
thy of being pursued ;■ and is yet a mere child, 
chasing butterflies and toys and tiifles, and be¬ 
coming peevish, because his playfellows have 
had better fortune than himself. 

AVhen two persons are in p ursuit o f anyjojbiect 
which both cannot possess complet^y, the oWc 
will often be fearful or jealous lest* the other 
obtain it;- Jealousy, therefore, is a kind of 
envy upon foresight .:.-h e who is now jealous ■will- 
hereafter be envicAis ; and hence the expres¬ 
sions are sometimes confounded. In every 
point of view, ho\<^ever, jealousy is one,of the 
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forms of folly. It always implies that a man 
. values something else than the improvement of 
his rational nature; that he has forgotten the 
purpose of his existence ; that he came not into 
the world to enjoy pleasure, or to obtain pos¬ 
session of external objects, but to become en¬ 
lightened and upright in his character, master 
of himself and of his thoughts, attached only to 
the pursuit of excellence, and capable of culti¬ 
vating it by acting^ according to the dictates of 
an unembarrassed judgments 

It appears, then, that in propoition as a man 
becomes truly wise, and learns to appreciate 
objects justly, and in proportion as he acquires 
the command of his own mind, he will become 
superior to tlie mal^evolent passions. Even the 
seveiity with vhich he regards the guilty will 
be softened, when he comes to perceive accu¬ 
rately their frame and their frailty. Every bad 
action implies either an error in judgment, iii- 
ducing a man to pursue what is not truly va- 
luab’ic, or a weakness of nature and want of 

that self-command which enables us to resist 

« 

-temptation. A w'isc man wall therefore regard 
the unworthy with much regret : Their folly 
and their weakness will in his eyes render them 
objects of compassion. , therefore la- 

boui' for their amendment; and will consider a 
real misfortune as occurring in the universe, 
v'shen.a mind, that might* have aspirgd with 
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success to the acquisition oF wisdom, lavishes its 
energies vainly away upion the pursuits of am- 
bition or of avarice, or loses and buries them in 
sensuality and vanity. When forced by his 
duty to society to resist, or to Contrive the de^ 
struction of those whose conduct is extensively 
and deeply pernicious, he will proceed with re¬ 
gret, but with caution and firmness, without 
anger or malice. 


CHAP. XlII. 

OF THE PASSIOI>r OX'. AVARICE . 


^Fhe necessity of providing for our subsistence^ 
the dread oi failure in this important pursuit, and 
the pleasure which the exertion of activiiy al¬ 
ways produces, give rise to the deg ire o f., hoard - 
ing, usually denominated the passion oj' aruaric^. 
In the progress of society, money becomes the re- 
presentati'* e of what is called njueahh ; that is to 
say, of the mejms_^£-subsistence and of accom¬ 
modation. Money, therefore, is usually the-ob- 
jeet of this passion. 

Considering the “^matter in general, nothing 
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can appear more absurd than that superfluity 
jof wealth which, without intending to apply 
it to any use, a covetous man is so eager to 
obtain. But such is the tendency of the mind 
of man to become fond* of any object which 
has long occupied its attention, that it is im¬ 
possible to exaggerate the blind vehemence 
with which the love of money is capable of 
laying hold of the human heart. Indeed, the 
history of all ages as^iures us, that the entire do¬ 
minion which avarice assumes over the mind, 
renders it more completely subversive than 
any other passion, of all regard for intellectual 
worth, or for any thing that has a tendency to 
promote the welfai'e of mankind. Sparta, Athens, 
and Rome, fell before it, w'hen it had taught the 
citizens to prefer themselves to their country, 
and to regard private riches as preferable to in¬ 
tegrity and public spirit. Individuals have re¬ 
sisted this passion ; but no people has yet been 
found whom it has been unable, at the long- 
run, jto overthrow. For a time they may have 
made a vigorous stand against it; but, under cer¬ 
tain circumstances, it has alw^ays proved success¬ 
ful. 

When a poor man sets about amassiiig vTealth, 
he necessarily becomes captiogu^in his actions. 
He.jnust consider well the nature of every un- 
"dertaking in which he is about to* engage, and 
countjthe cost ; and survey ^vith accuracy every 



possibility of failure. He must rise up early in 
the morning-, and acquire hahits of industry, of 
self-command, and of abstinence from every 
costly pleasure. He must not only do so, but 
he must acquire the rejjutation of having done 
so, by avoiding the society of the idle and the 
gay, and even perhaps of the ambitious and 
the learned, that he may frequent more zea¬ 
lously the company of those who, being enga¬ 
ged in similar pursuits with himself, can give the 
best information of pecuniary advantages to be 
obtained, or dangers to be avoided. H^must ful¬ 
fil witli punctuality every engagement made by 
hi 11, that men may have confidence in the af¬ 
fluence of his circumstances; for, above all 
things, he must avoid the appearance of pover¬ 
ty. A successful general, a skilful physician, a 
learned lawyer, a celebrated poet, or a profound 
philosopher, may be accounted careless of their 
private al'airs, without injury to the respect 
which mankind entertain for them; but nothing 
can be more fatal than such a suspicion to a man 
engaged in commerce, that is to say, in the pur¬ 
suit of riches. 

By this train of conduct, a man wjll gradu¬ 
ally lt>arn,to keep the object of his pursuit con¬ 
tinually m view. As he whose- only wish is the 
acquisition of ^Tr^'nlightened mind, will often 
reflect on the nature of that perfection at whictA' 
he aims, and upon the means of attaining it; as 
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he w ho seeks military glory will occupy himself 
in devising modes of attach, and defence ; as the 
poet must labour to enrich his fancy, and the 
physician to extend his knowledge of nature ; 
so a man, who makes t^e pursuit of wealth the 
business of his life, will ineditate continually on 
the means of attaining it, and the lucrative ad¬ 
vantages to be derived from every new occur¬ 
rence. lie will examine the productions of every 
art, with no other* view but to discover if they 
can be rendered the means of gain. lie will 
discern no beauty or excellence in the works of 
nature, unless so far as they can be rendered 
profitable. When the wind blows, he will think 
of the hazard of the sea, and the propriety of in¬ 
surance. lie wall sec nothing in the rising sun 
but a cheap candle to light him to his labours. 
When he travels, he will consider every new 
scene as beautiful or barren according to the 
opportunity which *it affords of making lucrative 
bargains ; and when he remains at home, he will 
measure time by the periods of receiving money, 
or of giving it aw^ay. The expectation of the for¬ 
mer will make the hours seem too slow*, and the 
dread off the latter will give them the appearance 
of rapidity. . Thus the passion of avaric<?, or the 
love of money, can scarcely fai!^. gradually to oc- 
cu.py his mind. He wall think of nothing else by 
day, he will dream of nothing else by night, but 
money j and his imaginafion, or his paemory. 
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will present to him no images but those of piofit 
and loss. Love is disappointed or gratified, and 
there it ends. Ambitious men may sometimes 
reach the summit of their wishes ; and, even in 
the midst of their careeft^ the pride of spirit and 
vehemence of character which they usually 
possess, will at times lead them to disregard 
their principal object. But avarice is a steady 
passion- It has no intervals, and can never be 
fully gratified. All other pi&sions have tempo¬ 
rary periods of relaxation and calmness. Xhis 
calm is the period at which a\arice interposes, 
and presents prospects of profit. These are weigh¬ 
ed,- and reasoned upon ; and, when men yield to 
them, they thinlc they are acting, not from a 
worthless and narrow sentiment, but upon prin¬ 
ciples of deliberate reason and superior wisdom. 
'ITius the covetous man often possesses a portion 
of that self-approbation which ought to belong to 
virtue ; and hence the love of money is better 
fitted than any other passion, to tame the fiercest 
spirits, and to subdue the most determined inte¬ 
grity. The barbarous nations that overwhelmed 
the Roman empire were softened by means of 
it. Among them every man was eirtitled to 
avenge^ his'Owm quarrels, or those of his family; 
and the magisti:^tc< had tio right to prevent his 
doing so : But that vehement spirit of revenge, 
which the laws could not openly oppose, they un¬ 
dermined by the aid“of Avarice. They allowed 
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every criminal to purchase with money a par- 
. don from the injured party. Xhis mode of ex¬ 
piation soon operated so powerfully, that men 
learned to regard the slaughter of their nearest 
relations as sufficiently compensated by a pecu¬ 
niary penalty. For the desire of amassing mo¬ 
ney is not one of the follies of youth ; it capti¬ 
vates old age by the circumspection and appear¬ 
ance of rationality by which it leads us to act. 
Hence it seems to ificrease in proportion as other 
appetites and wishes pass ifway, and to gather 
strength from the failure of every tie that might 
be expected to bind us to life. It even leads men 
absurdly to attempt to perpetuate the enjoyment 
of their possessions, and to contrive and impose 
legal restraints to gender them inalienable from 
their name and family : And thus this careful 
and persevering passion scarcely leaves us in the 
grave itself. 

A man engrossed by avarice will loolc with 
reverence itpon the men who have already ob¬ 
tained those riches which-he so eagerly pursues. 
He will teach his children to respect them, and 
will regard them as the greatest of mankind. 
Xhe blmd pursuit of money, however, is so ab¬ 
surd in itself, that in early life the hitman mind 
usually revolts against it. 'Whilie^-outh remains, 
therefore, the children of a man who is greedily 
aftached to wealth will probably find in them- 
'ieiv es the love of pleasure more powerful than 
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the love of money. As for the principles of en-. 
lightened and liberal wisdom, they will neveir. 
hear of them ; pleasure will therefore be their 
great object of pursuit, and riches will only "be 
valued on account of«. the pleasures they can 
command. As age advances, however, and the 
relish for other enjoyments passes away, their 
early education will have its effect. - Xhey were 
taught to regard the possession of wealth as their 
supreme good, and as the chief source of distinc-. 
tion in society. Xhey have found that it afforded 
the means of obtaining every ordinary and vulgar 
pleasure ; and they at last learn to love it for its 
own sake, and to labour tp attain it as the only 
rational object of pursuit. Xhus wisdom is ba-, 
nished, and the world coipes by degrees to be 
filled with young men who are loyers of volup¬ 
tuousness, and with old men who are lovers of 
money. 

Let US imagine, for an instant, that a people, 
should exist, among whom the love of wealth, or 
the passion of avarice, should be very generally 
diffused, and consider the consequences to tfieir 
character. Wisdom, integrity, and public spi¬ 
rit, if attended with poverty, would be looked 
upon with •contempt. Intellectual accomplish¬ 
ments would be. valued in proportion to 

the sum of money that could be pi'ocured.by 
means of them. Xhe improvement of our ra¬ 
tional nature, and thfe wisdom which teacljes us 
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to regard wealth, and pleasure, and personal ag¬ 
grandisement, as unimportant, when placed in 
competition with the interests of* reason and the 
welfare of mankind, would be regarded as ro¬ 
mantic folly. Money wquld be sought by every 
means. Women who are poor would sell their 
chastity to men who are rich. If the . people 
were free, the poor man would sell his liberty 
to the rich, and the rich would barter it with 
each other for gain* The man with the longest 
purse would be the legislatc\r of the state. The 
blood of nations would be bought and sold. A.11 
ranks would vote, would fight, would swear 
falsely, would make a noise or be silent, for mo¬ 
ney, or at the command of the highest bidder. 
If a parent should, in such a country, venture to 
tell his child that he ought to account the attain¬ 
ment of an upright and enlightened mind the 
only valuable or respectable object of pursuit, 
his admonitions w6uld be fruitless. No sooner 
does the child enter the world, than he receives 
a very different lesson. He finds that poverty 
is disgraceful, and that riches are honourable ; 
that wisdom consists in the successful pursuit of 
them ; :jnd that the possession of them procures 
respect and influence, and every extCMial ad¬ 
vantage that ever talents or integrity pretended 
to command. It is truly a m^tal calamity to 
be born among such a people ; ‘for as man is 
greatly the creature of education, it is equiva- 
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lent to being born with the certainty oF beco¬ 
ming irrational and worthless. If it be true of 
an individual, that it were better he had never 
existed than that he should become sensual and 
covetous, and remain stranger to truth and 
wisdom ; it may surely well be said of a people 
composed of such men, that it were far better 
they were swept off from the face of that crea¬ 
tion, on which their numbers only render them 
more conspicuous as a blot ^ad a dishonour. 

This subject will ^gain occur when I come to 
consider the character and pursuits of men when 
united into communities or nations. In the 
mean time, it must be observed, that notwith¬ 
standing the remarlcs now made, it is far from 
being easy to fix the precise degree of estima- 
ation which wealth, or the pursuit of it, ought to 
hold in the mind of a virtuous man. 

A. certain portion of wealth is absolutely ne¬ 
cessary to subsistence ; and however absurd the 
blind and eager passion for more of it than is ne¬ 
cessary may be, yet, like every other human pur¬ 
suit, it becomes the means of calling forth our ta¬ 
lents, of teaching us knowledge, and of improving, 
to a certain degree, the understanding ,of every 
man employed in it. In consequence of avarice, 
as an incitement to activity, the invention is ex¬ 
erted, perseveiance and vigilance are acquired, 
every art is brought to perfection, the secrets of 
nature arc unfolded, the powers of man are in- 
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creased, and the winds and the waves become 
subservient to his will. Hence arises the supe¬ 
riority possessed by the skilful Europeans over 
the indolent and ignorant original inhabitants of 
Africa and America. Hence also arises the su¬ 
perior usefulness of a British merchant, employed 
in supplying the wants of distant nations, over a 
Spanish gentleman or Hidalgo, who spends his 
time in loitering about the decayed castle of his 
ancestors, and idl^i meditating upon their dig 
Jlity and his own illustrious^rank. 

By the industry and skill which are acquired 
in the pursuit of riches, the productions of the 
earth are multiplied, the human race becomes 
numerous, and new arts are inv^ented. The ef 
forts of numbers united are irresistible. By the 
skilful di vision of labour, under the direction of 
men who have no other employment but that of 
acquiring knowledge, and regulating the ellbrts 
of others, the former abundance is increased 
without end, a greater portion of intelligence is 
made to exist, and effects are produced, of wliicli 
the same people, while yet a poor and a petty 
tribe of wandering barbarians, could have form¬ 
ed no epneeplion. We know how many ex¬ 
cellent books have been w^ritten, whicl> would 
never have been thought of, ^even by their own 
authors, had not the desire of a<^uiring money 
stimulated their eivcrtions. Every day new and 
ingenious inventions are produced to the world. 
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YViiich have cost much time and labour, but 
v/iiich originated merely in the love of gain. 

'I'he arts which men invent to facilitate the 
acquisition of wealth, are so intricate in their na¬ 
ture, that no man. can practise them all at once, 
or prepare, by his own labour, the various com¬ 
modities for which he has occasion. By the 
pursuit of riches, therefore, artists are made sub¬ 
servient to each other, and all are made to de¬ 
pend upon all. Thus men learn their own im¬ 
portance in society, as well as the importance of 
other men. The animosities subsisting between 
barbarous families and tribes are gradually done 
away, and the human race are taught to regard 
each other as brethren. The extension of com¬ 
merce introduces distant nations to the aeqaint- 
ance of each other ; and thus puts an end to the 
prejudices which formerly arose fi'om a differ¬ 
ence of customs, of governments, and of religion. 
A. foreigner is no longer regarded as an enemy, 
but as a person from a connection with whom 
important advantages may be derived. Exten¬ 
sive ideas of justice and humanity are thus in¬ 
troduced. Those barbarous notions of patriotism 
are exploded, which anciently taught -the citi¬ 
zens of'every state to regard murder and treach¬ 
ery and robbery as just and honourable, when 
committed for the aggrandisement of their coun¬ 
try. The illiberal spirit is done away which led 
us to regard the destruction of every prosperous 
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people as necessary to our own welfare. It is 
found that the w^ealth of a neighbouring state 
only renders it a better market for our merchan¬ 
dise ; and that, in the general case, few calami¬ 
ties can befal it which will not speedily be felt 
by ourselves. Thus the pursuit of riches dissi¬ 
pates the inveteracy of hostile nations, and pro¬ 
duces enlightened principles of equity. And 
thus, while statesmen, ^disregarding good faith 
and honesty, are coiltinually forming plans to 
aggrandize themselv'cs at the tjxpencc of all their 
neighbours, an extensive merchant is willing to 
act upon fair and liberal principles, takes no un¬ 
due advantage, fulfils every engagement with 
the utmost scrupulousness, tind delights in en¬ 
riching all with whom he becomes connected. 

In the earliest part, indeed, of the career of 
nations towards riches, the pursuit of them is apt 
to produce much jealousy and injustice among 
individuals engaged in the same employment. 
The history of every commercial country afibrds 
instanpes of bankers, merchants and every kind 
of tradesmen, attempting to rtiin each other 
through mistaken notions of rivalship. They 
seem to have imagined that there exists only a 
Certain limited portion of wealth in the world 5 
•and that if their neighbour got a^l^rge share of 
it, a .smaller one must necessarily remain for 
them. But farther investigation discovers the 
fallacy of this reasoning, aftd shew^s that^natu- 
Vol! I. R 
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pally and originally there is little or no wealth 
in the world ; that all riches are the product of 
industry; and that, in proportion as industry 
is exerted, riches will be made to increase. In¬ 
stead of being an inyiry, then, the industry of 
our neighbour is an advaittage to us, because it 
creates wealth which otherwise would never 
have existed : Axid we know that it is easier to 
become rich in the vicinity of the rich than of 
the poor ; for the same re!;son, that a man who 
would acquire a great fortune does not retire to 
an uncultivated or obscure comer of the coun¬ 
try, but hastens to place himself in the midst of 
a populous and Wealthy city, where something 
is to be got. The skilful pursuit of wealth, 
therefore, tends to the extinction of jealousy 
among private persons, and leads every man to 
support his neighbour, and to wish that he may 
prosper. 

One circumstance attending the progress of 
the arts, to which the pursuit and increase of 
riches has given rise, adds much to the advanta¬ 
ges now mentioned : This is the stability which 
they give to society, and the security which they 
afford of the permanence of eivilixation in the 
world, -^In ancient times this was not the case. 
Rich nations^ gradually losing their martial ha¬ 
bits, were always ready to fall * a prey to their 
poor and barbarous, but more brave and hardy 
n«;ighbours. On the contrary, it is now the rich 
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nations that encroach upon the poor ones. In 
the progress of mechanical skill, the art of war 
has been improved into an expensive and intria- 
cate system. Xhe engines of attack and defence 
are of such a nature, that none but a wealthy 
people, abounding in commerce and in artists, 
can possibly procure them in their full extent. 
Such an invasion of barbarians as that which 
overturned the Roman empire would not now 
be formidable. A million of Tartars, each armed 


with his bow, his lance, and his sword, would 
quickly perish before the strong fortresses of the 
squth of ‘Europe. Before a civilized and rich 
nation can now be conquered, the invaders must 
themselves have attained to a very considerable 
degree of civilization and of riches. In their 
new territories, they would naturally pursue that 
career of arts upon which they had already en¬ 
tered. Although, therefore, the progress of man¬ 
kind towards knowledge, arts, and wealth, might 
be delayed by wars and conquest, it would not 
flow, as at the fall of the Roman empire, be al¬ 
together put an end to, till a new progress could 
be commenced ; but after an interruption of a 
few years^ it would proceed as formerly. 

Whoever, therefore, by a course of xeir ihdus- 


•try, increases his own riches, and^^onsequently 
the rjehes of the world, or whoever has devised 


the means by which agriculture arid commerce 


may be increased, is entitled to regard li^ijmself 

R 2 
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as having^ performed very valuable services to 
the universe. He has rendered his own mind, in. 
no small degree, persevering, skilful, vigilant, 
and active. By rendering the means of subsist¬ 
ence and accommodation more abundant, his 
conduct has had a tendency to improve the 
human race as intelligent beings. By his means 
they are enabled to increase their own num¬ 
bers, and to turn their attention from meaner 
cares to the improvement of their rational 
nature. By the increase of wealth, books, like 
other commodities, are rendered more clieap 
and abundant. Knowledge becomes easier to be 
purchased than formerly. Like other luxuries, 
it is widely diffused by an enlarged commerce ; 
but, unlike to other luxuries, it elevates our na- 
ture towards excellence, and almost expiates the 
crimes which the love of gain has induced man¬ 
kind to commit. 

Seeing, then, that the pursuit of riches has a 
tendency to produce so mucli mischief and un- 
worthincss in the world, and seeing, at the same 
time, that it has a tendency to produce so much 
good, by calling forth the e^iertion of an im¬ 
mense quantity of invention and abUity, what 
part 6ught a wise man to act with regard to it ? 
It is easier in speculation to give a good answer* 
to this question, than it is to act upon it witli 
strict proprieTty. 

The. path of dut/, or that which reason here 
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points out, is this : So far as subsistence is con- 
.cerned, a wise man will pursue riches, because 
to that extent they are necessary to his existence, 
and consequently to his intellectual improve¬ 
ment. He will even go farther than this : For 
if he is not employed in promoting directly the 
progress of wisdom, he ill labour to accomplish 
this indirectly, by endeavouring to promote the 
wealth of his country^ and of mankind, which 
may have the eflecL* of dillusing arts and intel¬ 
ligence more extensively over tlie face of this 
globe. But he will not suller himself to be¬ 
come so stupid, or his undei standing to fall so 
completely asleep, as to pursue wealth for its 
own sake, and for the mere purpose of hoarding 
iL up, and contcmpjating it with delight ; that 
IS to say, he w ill not suller the passion of avarice 
to enter his mind. Xhere is much difliculty in 
this, how^ever. The human mind becomes so im¬ 
perceptibly fond of *the objects that occupy its 
thoughts, that the utmost attention is scarcely 
sufllc^cnt to prevent this passion from stealing 
into the mind. To av'oid this, the highest vigi¬ 
lance is necessary. It must often be recollected 
that i-iche9 of themselves are of no value; that 
though the pursuit of them may be necessary to 
Touse the activity of ignorant men, yet that the 
possession of them to an individusil is of little 
importance indeed. They can eveft seldom be 
rendered the means of doin^ direct good,,that is 
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to say, of producing excellence. For although 
Providence improves men in an oblique man^, 
ner, by leading them to puixue wealth, yet to 
bestow it at once upon them has usually a com 
trary efl'cct. Although a very rich m^n, then, 
can do some harm in the world, he can seldom 
do much good. If he bestow his riches upon an 
individual, he injures that individual, by de» 
priving him of at least one inducement to the 
exeition of his talents. The best use of great 
wealth, therefore, .often consists in scattering it 
prudently among many persons, so as to produce 
as little mischief as possible ; that is to say, so as 
not to render the acquisition of more of it un, 
necessary to them. But while man remains in 
this world, it is to be feared that the nece sity 
of pursumg a certain degree of wealth will ah 
ways render the passion of avarice a dangeious 
rock in his way towards a very high degree of 
intellectual excellence. The only secijrity against 
that passion will be found to consist in the clear 
discernment of what is truly valuable, and wor* 
thy of being sought after by a rational being. 
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TThe pleasures we enjoy and the evils we en¬ 
dure in life, by fixing themselves in the me¬ 
mory, produce an habitual desire of obtaining 
the one and of avoiding the other. This desire 
obtains the appellation of self-love. It is not a 
particular and distinct passion, but rather a ge¬ 
neral term, expressing the result or effect 
upon the human mind, of occupying itself 
in frequent meditation upon the pleasures it 
has enjoyed, and »f indulging in wishes for 
their repetition. Even the benevolent aflec- 
tions are in this respect selfish, that they are 
indiflged on account of the pleasure they pro¬ 
duce. They all arise *out of our feelings as 
individuals, and terminate in an attention to 
these feelings. Hence it is that self-love,,which 
may be said to include all the passions, has for 
Its objects the preservation ot ouwgelves as indi¬ 
viduals, the increase of our individual pleasures, 
and the diminution of the pains we endure. 
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Xhis passion, when sufFered to prevail and 
act without controul, is not less blind than any 
other passion, and is apt to lead men very far 
from the conduct which an enlightened under¬ 
standing would appro vcj It leads men to prefer 
their present fancies and tempoiary gratifica¬ 
tions to the lasting felicity wiiich would arise 
from the improvement of their nature; and thus 
it defeats its own purposes. It has a great tenden¬ 
cy to place mankind ip a stijite of opposition to 
each other. Hence a combination of selfish 
men is easily broken. Such a combination is 
indeed very powerful, so long as its members 
are brought into no personal hazard ; but as 
soon as this takes place, it becomes easy to di- 
vitlc them, and consequently to oveicome the 
w'hole ; for as each acts only for himself, the 
general welfare can be nothing to him wlien his 
sLii'^e of it is hist Xliis is one of the reasons \\ hy 
selfish men so often govern the W'orld in peace¬ 
able timc-> ; but in periods of political trouble 
they are frightened otf the stage. They call 
themselves modeiate men. Under this pretence 
of modelation, which is mere cowardice or sel¬ 
fishness, they leave the field to more ardent spi¬ 
rits, and are disposed of at pleasure by every 
successive party. 

In the hands of Nature, how'ever, this passion 
produces many good effects. Without it the hu¬ 
man race could not have long subsisted ; it in- 
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duces us to labour \Auth incessant care for our 
own safety and subsistence ; and thus it excites 
us to that constant activity, which ultimately 
produces our intellectual improvement. Amidst 
all the miseries of life, this passion usually proves 
sufficient to enable men and women to abstain 
from those means of self-destruction which are 
at every moment witliin llieir reach. It even 
tends, at times, to correct its own extravagancies. 
Our love of praise;* tor example, could not be 
gratilied, were we a\ov\edJy, on all occasions, 
to prefer ourselves to others : that the passion 
may be giatilied, therefore, it must sometimes 
give way ; and thus self-love may assume the 
form of self-denial. 

Xhe passion of self-love points out our duty, 
and often leads us unconsciously to its fulfilment. 
In this world, it is not abvays in our pou'er to 
do much for others; whereas it is always in our 
pow'cr to labour fcfr our owm preservation and 
improvement as individuals. It is therefore 
our duty to labour for ourselves in the first 
instance ; and this duty the passion of self- 
love leads us to perform. It is the business of 
a wnse n^m to subdue the passion so far as it 
may have a tendency to mislead hipi, and to 
. fulfil the duty because it is a ^luty ; that is,’ be¬ 
cause it is necessary to his owm irAellectual im¬ 
provement A.*, th's improvement, or the pro¬ 
duction of accomplished ntinds in the universe. 
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is the final object which renders self*-preserva¬ 
tion valuable, he will not prefer the means to the 
end, or the preservation of his life to the recti¬ 
tude of his character, or the intellectual amelio¬ 
ration of mankind ; for this would be to prefer 
mere existence to excellence, and a single, and 
not very worthy mind, to a multitude of minds. 

Upon this principle we can determine the 
celebrated question. How far self-preservation 
is universally a duty, and -self-destruction on 
any occasion justifiable ? It is to be observed, 
that a man is as truly the destroyer of his own 
life, when he places himself in a situation in 
which others will certainly, or in all probabili¬ 
ty, take it away, as when he does it v ith his own 
hands. Xhe rule of duty, in such cases, seems 
to be this ; if the loss of a man’s life is necessary 
to the fulfilment of his duty ; that is, to the 
preservation, or to the moral welfare of a large 
portion of mankind, it becOlnes his duty to ha¬ 
zard or sacrifice it. When no such purpose can 
be accomplished, life ought to be carefully pre¬ 
served as the means of his personal impi'ovc- 
ment, Xhe story of the death of Samson, in 
the Jewish history, afibrds an instance of suicide 
committed for a patriotic and justifiable purpose. 
But the physical calamities of life afford no justi¬ 
fication of it. ' Xhe saying of Epictetus upon this 
subject is therefore morally erroneous: “ If your 
“ house, smoke, walk'Out of it meaning there- 
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by, that it is lawful to relinquish life as soon as 
. it becomes in any degree disagreeable. On the 
contrary, man is made to encounter sufferings 
in this world, that his nature may be improved 
by enduring them. Hr w'ho, instead of strug¬ 
gling against hardships, seeks in the grave a re-, 
fuge from their violertce, resembles a school¬ 
boy, who runs away from his task, and thereby 
loses the opportunity of receiving that educa¬ 
tion which might render hjs character valuable. 


CHAP. XIV. 

OF AMBITIOKT, EMULATION, PRIDE, Si-C. AND THE 
LOVE OF PRAISE. 


Thus far I have only taken notice of those pas¬ 
sions which arise from the pleasure excited by 
the exertion of activity ; but I also remarked, 
that the human mind takes delight iu thfe con¬ 
templation of excellence, or of perfection of in¬ 
tellect ; and that it regards with urPeasiness every 
appearance of defectiveness, or degradation of 
nuixd. The pleasure derived from the pontem- 
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plation of real or supposed excellence, and the 
uneasiness produced by the reverse of this qua¬ 
lity, are lodged in the memory, and sometimes 
give rise to habitual affections, or a passionate 
fondness for the one •and averseness to the 
other. I now proceed to consider some of 
these affections or passions. Among them may 
be numbered ambition, emulation, pride, and 
the love of piaise. ^ 

• 1 st. Ambition is the Iov% of power. The 
word power, in its •original meaning, denotes 
certain operations of the mind. When a 
man makes voluntary effort to direct, in 
a particular way, either his senses, or the train 
of his ide’^i' or his limbs ; and when these obey 
his will, their obedience is said to arise from the 
po%ver which his mind possesses over them. 
Power, then, implies two things j an effort of 
mind, and an effect following that effort. I 
Mush, or will, that my hand'*should be lifted to 
uncover my head before a person to whom I 
wish to exhibit marks of respect, and my hand 
is lifted up accordingly. I know not how it 
happens, that a wish or effort of will should in 
this \\ ay be follow^ed by an external movement; 
for we know not what is the substance or essence 
of which either the mind or the body consists. 
The fact, how'^ever, is certain ; for we are cpn- 
sci(^us of it, that the one of these does instantly 
. follow l lie other, and “is conjoined with it in our 
constitution when it is in a sound state. In like 
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manner, when I observe another man lifting his 
.hand to give or to return a salutation, I con¬ 
clude that he does so in consequence of an ef¬ 
fort or wish of his mind. His mind is indeed 
invisible, and its effort^ can only be inferred 
from external appearances; but from the simi¬ 
larity of actions, I conclude that there exists a 
similarity of causes of efforts. In both cases, we 
understand a man’s power to signify the external 
effects that can bu produced by an exertion of 
his mind or will. When great effects are pro¬ 
duced, we infer the existence of great mind, or 
of great skill and energy ; and trifling effects are 
regarded as arising from a feeble mind. Great 
effects are therefore regarded with approbation 
or pleasuie ^ and trifling effects with aversion and 
contempt. When* the effects are produced by 
our own exertions, the pleasure is greater on ac¬ 
count of our interest in the event, and on account 
of our entire certainty of an actual exertion of 
mmd. From the repetition of this self-approving 
pleasure, a fondness for the enjoyment of it gra¬ 
dually arises; that is, a love of power, or a de¬ 
sire of producing great effects by an exertion of 
our will» 

No sooner does this love of powet or- ambi¬ 
tion take full possession of thp memory, and be¬ 
come a habit and a settled affection, than it de¬ 
generates, and urges men to gratify it by pro¬ 
ducing, or acquiring the Vneans of producing, ^ 
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great events and changes in the world, without 
considering whether the production of these c- 
vents is a proof of superiority of mind or not. 
Xhe arrangements of society, in many cases, fa¬ 
vour this growth of ambition as a blind passion. 
Some men are placed by birth in situations 
which enable them to move and agitate nations 
at their pleasure. This gives them a semblance 
of the possession of great energy of mind. The 
vulgar, trusting to appearan/ces, give them cre¬ 
dit for the possession, of this energy, and regard 
them with admiration ; they themselves are de¬ 
ceived by flattery, and by the opinion of the 
multitude, into a notion of their own superiority ; 
hence they often become altogether intoxicated 
by ambition ; they become boundless in their 
lust of dominion, and set no other limit to their 
enterprises than the subjugation of all around 
them. So powerfully does this passion engross 
the human mind, that history affords many ex¬ 
amples of aged men, the ministers of princes, 
who, upon losing the power and favour they 
possessed, have absolutely died of a broken 
heait- 

Yet in the hands of Nature the passion of am¬ 
bition, eve.n as a passion, does certainly produce 
some good effects. It leads men to make great 
efforts of skill and ingenuity. It often produces 
a contempt of trifles, an elevation of mind, and 
an intrepidity of chaiacter, which cannot^be re- 
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garded without approbation. A young man, 
^who is animated by it, proceeds in his education 
with gre'at vigour and alacrity. In manhood it 
produces industry, enterprise, courage, and abi¬ 
lity; and it always leads its possessors to act a 
conspicuous part in the world. 

Ambition is so frequently allied to success in 
life, or at least to imposing talents and' splendid 
accomplishments, that it has become an extreme-*- 
ly popular passion, Mankind admire those who 
are actuated by it, forgive^ their crimes, and 
wish that the same passion may appear in their 
ow'n children. Poets and historians record and 
celebrate the actions of ambitious men. . 
learn to rejoice at their success, and to sympa¬ 
thise wdth their feelings in every revei-se of for¬ 
tune. Xhis arises chiefly, no doubt* from the 
admiration of power or appaicnt energy; but it 
also aiises in some degree from an aclmiiation of 
the accoraplishmem's often possessed by the am¬ 
bitious. In every age, however, mankind have 
suffered sufficiently by their admiration of am- 
bilious men, and of power and eminence .of 
station. Xhey have seen their blood flow in 
torrents, 4;heir habitations laid in ruins, and the 
whole fruits of their industry consumed, to gra¬ 
tify the pride of men whose ambition they had 
soothed and fostered, by bowing down before it, 
and accounting it honourable. 

Xhe passion of ambition* in itself is altogether 
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irrational. Xhe perfection of the voluntaiy 
power of the mind, or to possess complete com-^ 
mand over our organs and ideas, is undoubtedly 
of boundless importance; but the desii e which 
sometimes arises out of*-it, to possess the means 
of turning the world upside down, or to compel 
men to act, not in obedience to their own under¬ 
standings, but to our will, is unquestionably ab¬ 
surd. Xhis kind of power is by no means to be 
regarded as indicating intellectual excellence, 
for it has sometimes been enjoyed by the most 
feeble and contemptible of mortals. It may 
sometimes be the duty of a virtuous man to 
enter into that strife in which the ambitious 
are engaged ; but it will be to bailie their ellbiTs, 
and to protect mankind against their lage; for 
it can never be his duty to seek power for its 
own-'sake as a valuable object of puisuit. 

Ambition, then, like all the other passions, is 
useful in the hand of Providence for rousing the 
human mind to activity; but in itself it ouglit 
to be regarded as an irrational sentiment whicli 
it. is our duty to .subdue, seeing it often leads us 
away from the pursuit of the great object for 
which alone we exist in the world. 

2 d. "W'^hen we observe other persons acting in 
a manner that dernonstrates them to be possessed 
of skill and i-esolution, w-e approve or take plea.- 
sure in the contemplation of their conduct, and 
desire tp resemble thfem. Xhis produces imiia- 
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tion. When there is reason to believe that we 
,,may equal or excel those whom we admire, our 
desire to resemble or excel them is apt to grow 
into the passion of emulation.-So far as the per¬ 

ceptive faculty of the Understanding is con¬ 
cerned, the inferior animals appear to possess 
minds similar to our own. Accordingly, they 
discern* intelligence in other beings, and imitate 
and emulate their exertions. Thus the horse 
strives in the lace, and the monlcey attempts to 
perform actions resembling those of man. 

The objects a hich emuation leads us to pur¬ 
sue are as various as the fancies of men, concern¬ 
ing what is \a^luable or uncommon, or what will 
most fully display superiority of character. 

Great Julius, on ^tlie mountains bred, 

A flock, perhaps, or lieid had led ; 

He who the world subdued, had been 
jBut tlie best wre'^tler on the green. 


Superiority being the general object of emula¬ 
tion, it is sought by individuals by such means 
as are within tiieir reach. "Wrestlers, boxers, 
drunkards, and gluttons, have all aspired to dis¬ 
tinction Ify the display of their qualifications in 
these points. In the workshop of a tradesman, 
'a lover of superiority, or a man inspired by 
emulation, will strive to excel in hfs profession. 
Place him among the learnetj, and he will pursue 
high literary accomplishments; among commer- 
Vol! I. S 
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cial men, his character would assume tlie form 
either of enterprise or avarice; and if his situa-v 
tion enabled him to inteifere in pubhc allairs, he 
would be am'oitious. This, therefore, is both a 
distinct passion m ilselt* and a stimulant to othei 
passions. In weak minds it is apt to assume the 
form of jeaknisy or envy. 

The beneilts which are protluced by this pas¬ 
sion, acting as an inciteincnt to exeition, arc suf- 
iicientiy obvious. Tike c^rcry other passion, 
however, it is blind m itself, and has a tendency 
to mislead the mind from its pioper pursuit. It 
fixes our attcmion, not upon what is wise and 
excellent, but upon what men are pleased to re¬ 
gard as such; and it leads us to keep m view, 
n,oL peifcclion, but what ot^er men have hither¬ 
to attained, which must be imperfection at best. 
Our duty, iherefirc, is to kiy aside tlie passion, 

and on all occadons to pursue what is w ise and 

« 

right, without regard to what others may ha\ e 
thought or done. 

3./. The satisfaction which results fropi the 
perception of worth or excellence existing in 
ourselves, is so great, that it is apt to be unduly 
indulged. For the sake of enjoying*this plea¬ 
sure, sorrte men are often disposed to take a re¬ 
view of tlieir ovwn characters, with the hope of 
discovering qualities to admire. The partiality 
with vhich the survey is made usually renders 
It succ^:>sful; and if recourse is repeatedly had 
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to this mode of indulgence, the admiration or 
apphmse^ of ourselves, is apt to become a power¬ 
ful passion, which rendci's a man’s understanding 
totally blind to his own imperfections, or even 
perhaps to the contempdble nature of the qua¬ 
lities upon w'h'.ch he values himself. 

Pride is an unsocial and unpopular passion, 
because it leads a man to wrap himself ui? in a 
fancied sujiei'iority of .character, and to despise 
or neglect the app.*obation of mankind. It is 
attended, however, w itii this Tid\ antage, that it is 
not a* cosily pas:>ion, as it can be giatiiied wilh- 
out c^stcntalion. In the feelings with which it is 
attended, it resembles in cveiy respect what is 
called a good conscience, or ratioiial self-appro¬ 
bation ; with this d,dlercnce, that being an ob¬ 
stinate and deep-rooted sentiment, it is not liable 
Jo be disturbed by doubts about its own pro- 
jiricly. 

JVature renders this passion uselul, in conse- 
ijuence of the support w hich it allords to indivi- 
duak.under hardships and diiJlcultics ; and iiom 
the incitement w Inch it iiilroduces into the mind 
to avoid acting on any occasion dishonouiably, 
or in a manner that may seem unw^oithy ol'the 
hipjh rank which it has assigned to itself among 
intelligent hidings. On the obiter hand, nothing 
can be moxe fatal than such a prassion to pro¬ 
gressive impiovement of c'ttaractcr. It extin¬ 
guishes that discernment of our own imperfec- 

S 2 
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tions, in consequence of which alone they can 
be remedied; and by representing supreme ex¬ 
cellence, as already attained, it puts an end to 
the pursuit of it. 

4,th. The love of pra«lse arises from weakness. 
We would wish to be good and excellen'. beings, 
but we pannot trust to our own judgment whether 
we are so or not. W^e are eager therefore to ob¬ 
tain the applause of others to fortify our own 
self-approbation. It is so pleasing to be pleased 
with ourselves, thav we are apt to give the most 
implicit faith to those wlio tell us of our* good 
qualities; and thus to enjoy self-approbation up¬ 
on trust, without consulting our own understand¬ 
ings. When this pleasuie is fiequently indulged 
in, it is apt to produce a very powerful passion, 
■yvhich possesses influence at times over all hu¬ 
man beings. 

Without some degree of self-approbation, life 
is perhaps absolutely intolerable. None, how¬ 
ever, but persons possessed of very powerful 
minds indeed, can rest altogether satisfied with 
their own approbation of themselves, unless their 
opinion is supported and aided by the corre¬ 
sponding opinion of some other person. Hence 
there is no one so obscure or so vile as not to 
hope for the apj^robation of somebody ; and 
there is no human being so elevated by fortune 
as not to be' deeply wounded by the contempt . 
or obloquy of mankind. The love of praLse 
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gives force and energy to many other passions, 
and often produces ambition, emulation, and a- 
varice, where they would not otherwise have 
existed. We often love power and superiority, 
chiefly because they secul’e to us the admiration 
and applause of mankind. Avarice itself would 
seldom-acquire much influence over the human 
mind, w^ere not men dazzled by riches, and did 
they not procure for their possessors celebrity 
anti respect. Xhe flnts of Nature are easily sup¬ 
plied, and more than they reljuire is chiefly co» 
veted as the means of distinction, though, by de¬ 
grees, the hoarding appetite no doubt increases, 
and produces the love of money for its own sake. 

With most men, the fear of contempt, and the 
desire of being distinguished and applauded by 
their associates, is capable, at times, of surmount¬ 
ing every other passion. The love of ease, of 
pleasure, and even of existence itself, are daily 
sacrificed to it. Fame or honour has been ac¬ 
counted a suflScicnt reward for all the labours 
that man can undertake, and for all the haid- 
ships that he can possibly endure. Life seems 
a trifling sacrifice when thrown away to purchase 
renown. * Nothing can be more unreal thap this 
imaginary reward, yet nothing can *be more 
powerful than the hope of it. * On the field of 
battle, and on the scaffolid, it enables men to 
act with the appearance at \cast of indifference. 
Luring life, it animates the efforts of mechanics. 
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poets, philosophers, warriors, and statesmen ; and 
in the last moments of existence it gives us an, 
interest in futurity. When Ga:.'sar found himself 
perishing by a successful conspiiacy, lie covered 
his face with his I'obe, ‘that in the act of dying 
he might betray no unseemly disorder. The 
celebrated Lucretia surrendered her chastity to 
avoid infamy, and then destroyed her life, be¬ 
cause the loss of chastity was infamous. 

In very weab and frivoloUs minds, the love 
of praise assumes the form of the whimsical pas¬ 
sion of vanity. Xhis last passion consists of the 
desire of deriving praise from trifling appear¬ 
ances or circumstances, without regard to reali¬ 
ties. As the hero and the statesman, on the 
great theatre of life, perform the solemn and 
tragic part of the passion for fame; so the cox¬ 
comb, or the frivolous votaries of fashion, under 
.the fantastic figure of vanity, represent it in 
comedy and farce for the amusement of the 
world. 

The desire of praise, because it puts us in the 
power of those with whom we associate, is rather 
a popular passion ; and a wish to please is there¬ 
fore alw'ays a strong recommendation towards 
the favout‘ of those whose approbation we covet. 
Hence in populav governments, men who ai'e' 
perhaps careless of popularity, excepting as the 
tool of inserest, often pretend a great fondness 
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for it, because it flatters the ambition or pride of 
„thc people, and thus secuies their favour 


* The following passage is to be found, in the conclusion 
of an Ameiican publication, entitled. Incidents of the In¬ 
surrection in the Western Tarts of Pcnns;\ Ivania, in tlie Y"ear 
1794 By Idngh H. Brakeni idge. Pliiladcip/iia : Printed 
and sold by John h'l'CTulIoch, No. l. Noith Thud Sti eet, 

^795 : — 

I have noiv finished ^he detail which 1 had in view. That 
“ my information may not have been coi rect in all cases ; 
“ that my mcinoiy may have led me into error ; that my 

“ imagjiOtion may have coloured facts, is possible-but that 

I have deviated from the strictness of ti uth, knowingly, is 
“ what I will not admit : That I have been under the pair- 
“ fill necessity of giving touches which may affect the fecl- 
“ lug's of some persons, is evident ; but it has been with all 
“ the delicacy in my 'power, consistent with doing jus- 
“ tiec to myself. If I have done them injustice, they have 
“ the same remedy with me in their power ; an appeal to the 
** public. This is the great and respectable tribunal at winch 
“ 1 stand : For tliougb I have not been arraigned at the bar 
“ of a court of justice ; yet from the first moment of obloipiy 
“ against me, I have considered myself an arrested man, and 
put upon my country. From that day the moining sun 
shone to me less bright ; tile light of night has been more 
“ obscure ; the human countenance presented nothing but 
“ suspicion ; the voice of man hurt me ; I almost hated. 
“ life itself. For who can say that I have pursued riches ? 

-»« Who can say I have been a devotee of pleasure? Who 
“ can say 1 do not love fame ? What t^cn have I, if I 
“ lose the hope of estimation ?-^’ &c. The last words of 
thl.s cj^uotation are ecnsuiable in a r*oral point of view, as thc^ 
amount ,to a public avowal that vanity, or the lo'Ve'of praise. 
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Xhe love of praise is an useful or a pernicioii>> 
passion, according to the state of society in whicl\ 
men are placed. Among the virtuous and the 
wise, it affords to the unexperienced an induce- 
tnent to that course of dife which leads- most di¬ 
rectly to excellence. In a corrupted age, how¬ 
ever, when riches and power, and frivolous ac¬ 
complishments, are the objects of admiration, the 
ingenuous heart of a yoring man may be per¬ 
verted to avarice, to ambition, and to vanity, 
even while he is Vjeehing the appwobation of 
those whom he has learned to respect. Xhus 
the vices of the parent may infect and corrupt 
the rising spirit of his child ; and the love of 
praise, instead of proving an incentive to the ac- 
qriisition of every good qualification, may be- 


is the great motive of the author’s conduct, and. they imply 
that tliere can be no better motive. Yet he appears to be 
an intelligent man, and to possess more than common talents. 
He acted a very difficult part in the events of which he writes. 
His whole conduct appears to have been dexterous; and'altho’, 
in the circumstances of the case, it could scarcely fail to be 
misrepresented at the time, yet he seems to have proved, that 
he all along acted in a manner that every friend to* his country 
must approve of. The language above quoted, therefore, ic 
to be accounted for by the tendency which a republican go-*- 
vernment produces in eminent men to court popular appro¬ 
bation, by pretending to vllue it above all things ; a circum¬ 
stance which may very r«adily lead them actually to over¬ 
value it. ‘ 
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come a vile seducer, inspiring crimes and folly, 
and every unworthy passion,. 

Fam6 is not excellence; and therefore a wise 
man will account it unworthy of his pursuit. 
If the possession of p<^ularity be at any time 
necessary to the successful accomplishment of 
his purposes, he will court it as he would do 
the possession of money ; not because it is of 
any value in itself, but because it is often a 
convenient tool, to be made use of in at¬ 
tempting to obtain something more valuable. 
It has been justly said, that fools pursue fame 
as a real good ; whereas wise men either ne¬ 
glect it altogether, or pursvie it as the means 
of doing good. It is worthy of remark, that as 
vanity only appears in w'eak minds, so it has 
a powerful tendency to render them still weak¬ 
er. By fixing the thoughts upon frivolous oh- 
j:ects, and occupying them continually with false 
ideas of our owm ihrportanee, it is apt at last to¬ 
tally to derange the understanding : instances of 
wdiich I have repeatedly seen, and 1 believe they 
are far from being unfrequent. It is also to be 
ohsci'ved, that the love of fame often ends in 
producing infamy, by the crimes which, in the 
form of arvarice, ambition, or even vanity, it 
leads men to commit. So hazardous to the per¬ 
fection of our nature is ^very ptyssion, and even 
every pursuit, but the direct pursuit of intellec¬ 
tual improvement. 



C 282 > 


CHAP. XV. 

«- 


OF CURIOSITY. 


T'o acquire knowdetSge is pleasing, because li 
is an exertion of activity or voluntary power • 
it is also pleasing, because it produces an in¬ 
crease of ideas, or enlargement of intellect, 
■winch is attended with self-approbation. These 
pleasures give rise to the desire of acquiiing 
farther knowledge, which is usually called cv/- 
riositi/, and which sometimes becomes a strong 
passion. 

This passion produces good effects, because it 
urges men to pursue science in the face of dif¬ 
ficulties, which the mere approbation of intel¬ 
lectual improvement would never have enabled 
them to encounter, and far less to surmount. 

It is dangerous, however, inasmuch as it 
sometimes fembarrasscs the mind, by fixing it 
down to the endless pursuit of some minute 
branch of knowledge, m the exclusion of others 
of more importance. It even sometimes as-^ 
sumes the silly form of an impertinent fond- 
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ness to become acquainted witli other peoples 
„atrairs. 

It is our duty to pursue knowledge as the 
means of acquiring acuteness and vigour of 
nund ; but we ought not to forget the great ob¬ 
ject of our labour, or lose sight of it, by sufier- 
'ing a weak attachment to any peculiar accom¬ 
plishment or narrow pursuit to engross our at¬ 
tention, and arrest our progress in general im- 
provement. 


CHAP. XVI. 

» 

OF THE PASSION FOR REFORMING THE WORLdJ 


Tpleasure which we derive from self-appro¬ 
bation, and from the contemplation of lecti- 
tude of conduct in others, together with the 
uneasiness with which we regard irrational and 
disgraceful actions, give rise to a d^sirt? of not 
only doing what is right ourselves, but of pre¬ 
venting mischief or irrational jenduct n herc- 
ever it comes in our way, and,* as far as our 
power extends, of suppressing whatever evils or 
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improprieties of management we observe in the 
world. In certain circumstances, when flatter¬ 
ed by the hope of success, but at the same time 
irritated by considerable resistance, this desire 
of setting the world to 'rights sometimes takes 
strong possession of the mind, and kindles into 
a furious passion. 

I do not know that this passion for reforming 
mankind, or for propagating that which appears 
good for the human race, o»jvst and right to soci¬ 
ety at large, h^s obtained a special name in lan¬ 
guage, like avarice, ambition, or vanity. There is 
no doubt, however, that such a passion is liable to 
occur in the human mind. At times it remains 
dormant for ages ; but when kindled into action, 
it seldom fails to alter the whole face of society. 
In the regions of Asia, under the Arabian pro¬ 
phet, it assumed the form of a 7.eal for religious 
truth, or a passion to destroy every form of 
idolatry, and to bring mankind to the worship , 
of one God. Supported by the energy which 
this passion inspired, and the contagious frepzy 
which it communicated, the Mahometan faith was 
conveyed from the Arabic Gulf to the banks of 
the Ganges and the Senegal, and to the Remotest 
desalts of Xartary. At one time it seemed to em¬ 
brace all Europe, invading Germany from the 
east, and advatroing froip the south through Spain 
into the centre of France, where its career was 
with difficulty arrested by Charles Mattel, after a 
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i,:inguinary conflict of many days. Xhe same 
passion has in Europe, at different periods, assu¬ 
med thfe form of a zeal for freedom and of re¬ 
ligious enthusiasm. It gave rise to those ter¬ 
rible ciaisades, which exhausted Europe of its 
population, for the purpose of rescuing the city 
of Jerusalem, and the sepulchre of Jesus Christ, 
from the possession of the followers of Mahomet. 
At the time when the barbarous laws of Europe 
required all accuse4i persons, and even women, 
to appear in person, or by their champions, to 
defend their rights by single combat, high-spi¬ 
rited individuals, animated by this passion, tra¬ 
versed the world to redress grievances, and of¬ 
fer themselves on all occasions as the cham¬ 
pions of the injured and the weak. Thereaf¬ 
ter, when the Christian faith and clergy had 
become extremely corrupted, the same passion 
was very generally excited. In the sixteenth 
century, the progrdss of literature enabled man¬ 
kind to discern the vices of their priesthood, 
..which formed one of the principal orders of 
every European cornmunity. This cl^s of 
men had been rendered voluptuous by riches, 
and indolent by long possession of power ; and 
the ignorance into which they had fallen, with 
the superstitions they encouraged, were at last; 
beheld with contempt ai^d indignation by a po¬ 
pulace that were acquiring riches and know¬ 
ledge. Princes and people, in many countries. 
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shared the same sentiment. Some reforms were 
attempted j but the clergy having resisted such 
changes as the temper of mankind then’ rendei'- 
ed necessary, a zeal for their destruction was 
kindled, which mpidly dilfused itself .till it em¬ 
braced the extremities of the Christian world. 
Men were, however, divided in their senti¬ 
ments ; and many princes dreaded that the love 
of change might not stop short w ith the extir¬ 
pation of one great order of t,lie state. Destruc¬ 
tive w^ai's therefore took place, embittered by 
religious zeal ; in which one half of mankind 
struggled with the utmost ferocity to extcrini- 
nale the other. Xhis sanguinary rage, which 
divided not only states but private tamilies, gra¬ 
dually subsided. Nations once more made war 
from views of policy, and religious quarrels 
were forgotten. 

In our owm times, after an interval of two 
centuries, the same passionj with a diderent 
object in view, once more kindled a llamc 
among the nations ; all the consequences^ of 
which are not yet evolved. On this last oc¬ 
casion, that is, at the time of the French revo¬ 
lution, it assumed the form of a fervent veal for 
the poh'ticcil amelioration of the state of man¬ 
kind. The passion, however, w'as the same 
that had formerly induced the Isuropean stgtes 
to engage in bloody wars for the support or 
the overthrow of their religious establishments. 
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In both cases, the iollowers of the new sect 
were filled with enthusiastic notions of their own 
powers *and their own worth, visionary 

schemes of impracticable impro\ement, WTth 
complete impatience of •opposition, and with an 
eager •zeal for making proselytes. On the last oc- 
^<C;a.sion in particular, the contagion of this passioh 
rapidly flew, by sympathy, from city to city j and 
in a less or greater degree it extended to the ut¬ 
most limits of flurf'pe. One notion, which cor¬ 
rectly explains the nature and oi'igin of the pas¬ 
sion, at that time chiefly filled the minds of 
men. 'I'his consisted of a misapplication of the 
^ninciple, that no limit is fixed by Nature to the 
oiipiovcment of the human mind. .Every le- 
llccLing and upright man know^s this principle 
to be true w ith regard to liimself; and under 
ilic administration of Divine Providejicc, hu¬ 
man society is evidently advancing in a ca- 
icer of amelioraliob ; but it by no means fol¬ 
lows, that this great work can be divested, by 
Jiuman ellbrts, of its gradual and progressive 
character, and the human mind instantaneously 
exalted to the possession of supreme excellence : 
It d(iCs»not follow^ that, by a mere act of the 
will, a set of individuals can render Jtheffiselves 
superior to all their own pas;.ions and ordinary 
weaknesses ; or that, by force^ -of argument, 
they can prevail with all mankind at once to 
Jo the same, and suddenly to rise to the utmost 
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lieights of intellectual worth. At the period » 1 » 
luded to, however, the philosophical doctrine of 
the perfectibility of the human mind having for 
some time been contemplated with pleasure, 
men forgot that it wasnessentially of a gradual, 
and progressive nature, and became impatient 
to see it realized. Xhey soon began to flatter 
themselves, that, by the removal of a few ob¬ 
stacles, their wishes might be gratified ; and 
they at last fancied they could accomplish, in a 
few yeai's or months, a work which Providence 
has reserved in its own hands, and ordained to 
be the business of ages. Men of letters, who 
had frequently indulged in such speculations ; 
benevolent persons, who wished well to the 
happiness of mankind, and who judged of olheis 
from the rectitude of their own intentions ; men 
of ardent imaginations, who believed every 
thing practicable to their unbounded zeal ; to¬ 
gether with the young and inexperienced, who 
were unacquainted with the imperfections of 
the human character—all imagined that th** 
period was arrived, when mankind, become ra¬ 
tional and Just, were no longer to engage in 
sanguinary wars of ambition ; when good sense 
alone^\va& to rule the world ; and when the 
public business of society, reduced to the nar¬ 
row limits of administering justice, and con¬ 
structing higli roads and harbours, might be 
conducted with little trouble, and without the 
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;stablishment of kings and nobles, and different 
anks and orders of men, or the display of mi- 
itary foroe for the preservation of public tran- 
juillity. .The approbation of the comnxon peo- 
Dle gave to these ideas an» appearance of practi- 
;ability ; and thus a sort of general delirium 
?as fostered, and men were led to believe that 
he greatest changes, not only in the order of 
.ociety, but in the human character itself,, 
night be accomplished 'with facility and safety. 

These facts, which are historically true, not 
jnly illustrate the nature of the particular 
passion now under consideration, bnt demon- 
trate thee orrectness of the account 1 have hi- 


herto given of all the other Inlman passions. 
Such is the nature of the mind of man, that 
svery pleasure we ’enjoy, and among others 
:he pleasure of doing what we think right, and 
3f opposing and destroying what we think irra¬ 
tional and unworthy,' is apt, when at once che¬ 
rished by hope and irritated by opposition, to 
Qjjl the whole memory, and thereby to rise at 
last into a furious passion, which leads captive 
the whole powers of the mind, and urges for¬ 
ward to jts own gratification with irresistible 
impetuosity, and with little hesitation fjboCf^ the 
means which it adopts. 


This passion, like every other, is, productive 
of much good, and is nsedan the administration 


of this world as a balance to our other p0.ssionsi- 


Vol’. I. 
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Avarice, ambition, and other selfisli aflectioirs, 
tend to exalt the power of individuals in the 
world to SO great a degree, that the mere per¬ 
ception and approbation of what is right, would 
not be sufficient to induce mankind to resistT^ 
with sufficient energy, their undue influence, or, 
*to rectify the disorders they occasion. Xhfe' 
weakness of character in man proves the cause ^ 
of its own cure. From indolence and selfish¬ 
ness, each man, for a tiriiCj^ minds only himself, 
and is careless of t^ie injuries suffered by others, 
till disorders accumulate to an alarming extent, 
and the moral order of the world is totally de¬ 
ranged. Thinking men, then, begin to reflect 
upon this state of things; and the more they re¬ 
flect, the greater is their uneasiness, till at last 
the love of change becomes in their minds a 
deep-rooted passion, for the gratification of 
which they are willing to encounter every 
hazard. They explain their sentiments to tlie 
multitu^le, who are the chief sufferers by evei'y 
general abuse, whose ignorance renders them 
credulous about the facility with which dbuscs 
may be remedied, and who are fearless of cala¬ 
mity, because they can lose nothing^, but life. 
T'he'^as^ion for setting matters right is propa¬ 
gated by sympathy, and gathers vehemence a% 
it proceeds., In this manner have great changes 
in religion aind policy been most frequently 
produced. Men have too little command over 
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their passions to be able to sacrifice their private 
prospects of pleasure, riches, or power, for the 
sake of bpposing^ moderate evils; but when the 
evil bectimes great, the disapprobation or dislike 
of it is apt gradually t* grow into a passion. 
Vl'hen the same weakness which rendered them 
incapable of resisting their other passions, and 
of early and rationally preventing the growth 
of evil, now disables them from setting bounds to 
their hatred of its effects, and from hesitating 
about the measures which* they adopt for its 
desti'uction. The ambitious, the covetous, the 
sensual, and the vindictive, are sometimes made 
to halt in their career by the sting of a disap¬ 
proving mind; but he who has once suffered 
his thoughts to be completely occupied by the 
elevated and generous rage to destroy what he 
accounts a degrading superstition, or a disgi'ace- 
ful yoke of servitude, and has felt at his heart 
the hope of giving successful aid towards render¬ 
ing mankind enlightened and free, can scarcely 
jiccgeive any check from within. His passion 
commenced with an exegrtion of the understand¬ 
ing. Its purposes are well meant; and the de¬ 
gree in which it at last fills the whole mejpiory 
and thoughts, and the vehemence to 'which it 
gradually rises, prevent his perceiving that any 
means are extravagant or ’rrational*which have 
the appearance of tending to promote its success. 
The more violent its efforts, or the greater his own 

X ^ 
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suflcrings, the more unbounded does the triumph 
of his self-approbation become. The utter de-, 
struction of all opposers he regards as the exter¬ 
mination of evil^ and in the ruin of ^his own 
affairs, and even in the S'acrifice of his existence, 

he finds a crown of martyrdom. This passion, 

• 

therefore, is the terrible instrument provided by 
Providence to rectify every great moral evil 
that may find its way into the world. 

On the other hand, it is I’nnecessary to state 
in the present age, that this passion for reform¬ 
ing mankind is highly dangerous. By depriving 
the mind of its self-command, and rendering it 
blind to every consideration of consequences, it 
leads men to dishonour, by extravagant and san¬ 
guinary conduct, the cause which they wished 
to promote. They begin with the intention of 
ameliorating the moral character of man; but 
this passion renders them impatient of opposition, 
and hurries them on to the extermination of 
those whom at first they proposed to enlighten 
and improve. Hence those religious and ^^paf' 
lical parties that were formed and united for 
the express purpose of extending toleration 
and. freedom, have so frequently become, in 
their turfg the authors of persecution and sla¬ 
very. The danger is rather increased than di-' 
minished by the circumstance, that the most in¬ 
telligent, accomplished, and energetic minds, are 
most apt to be seized by this passion. It is even 
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apt to increase in retirement and amidst the 
pursuits of science ; because temporai'y solitude 
'and reS-eetion are favourable to the strong dis¬ 
cernment of what exalts and degrades our 
nature. But it is evidept, that when such men 
are misled, the danger into which human society 
is brought must always be great, on account 
of the influence which they possess, or may ac¬ 
quire over the minds of others, and on account 
of the powei'ful iratuve of the resources which 
their ingenuity may call forth. 

In times of public contention or alarm, when 
this passion is most apt to be excited, it is the 
duty of a virtuous man to recollect often, that 
human affairs are wisely and beneficently admi¬ 
nistered, but that they are so contrived, that 
their amelioration* is slow and progressive, and 
that great good is never suddenly or violently 
accomplished. It is also his duty to render the 
passion we have now described unnecessary in 
his own mind, by acquiring that self-command 
which, on every occasion, may enable him to do 
Ins'duty to society, without suffering himself 
either to be so much inflamed by opposition, or 
so mu^h blinded by attachment to particular 
projects or notions, as to forget that fdresj^s not 
reason, that the edge of the sword introduces no 
light into the human mind, and that the certain 
and immediate commission of sanguinary actions 
can seldom be balanced’ by the doubtful pro¬ 
spect of future good. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

OF the accessory passions. 


TT'hese are hope anci fear, joy and grief. Xhey 
are not pi'operly passions in themselves, but 
rather the state of mind which accompanies 
other passions. They all consist of a certain de¬ 
gree of agitation or want of self-command; but 
this agitation is pleasing according to the degree 
of resolution or of energy of which the mind 
feels itself possessed at the time, and it is pain¬ 
ful in proportion to the feebleness or want of 
vigour that attends it. Hence they have also 
received the appellation of animating and depres¬ 
sing passions. 

Hope, when it exists in^a remarkable degree, is 
that elated andjsnergetic state of mind that attends 
the p^spect of future good;-^Fear is the depres¬ 
sion arid weakness that arises from the prospect of 
future evil;-Joy is the exaltation of mind attend¬ 

ing upon greart. and u::p,expected success or good 
fortune;—and Grief is the feebleness of mind that 
attends upon disappointment or suffering. These 
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passions demonstrate, that pleasing perceptions 
augment, and that perceptions of irresistible evil 
diminisl|. our voluntary power. 

XhescI passions arc much employed by Nature 
as engines for exciting the activity of the human 
character. Xhe greater number of men are 
continually occupied by them, and find in them 
their chief happiness and misery. In some re¬ 
spects, however, the ^ are hostile to intellectual 
improvement. Xhey ’ withdraw our attention- 
from the cultivation of eTjcellence, and fix it 
upon the success or disappointment of our pas¬ 
sions, or the events of life, which we cannot 
controul. Xhe agitation and weakness of mind 
which they produce, is in direct opposition to 
that self-command which forms so great a part 
of the perfection of our nature. Accordingly, 
the pursuit and acquisition of an enlightened 
and vigorous mind, have a tendency to produce 
the gradual extinction of that agitation, intem- 
peratencss, and c-^nfusion of mind, which forms 
^ihe essence of these passions. With a wise man, 
the ‘great business of ^life, to which ordinary 
occupations are viewed as subservient, consists 
of the pursuit of intellectual ^cellence; but 
such a man will not readily rise into ^y^ifitem- 
perate degree of joy on account of the progress 
in this pursuit that has been mad^ by himself, 
or by those in whom he is peculiaorly interested. 
A small degree of attention w^ill point ou|; enough 



ACCESSORY PASSIONJ. 


of error and "weakness yet remaining to render 
his triumph very moderate. W^'lien he reflects 

• 

upon what is yet to be done, and that a journey 
of infinite length towards perfection still lies he- , 
fore him, he will find h’s attainments too snTall 
to justify great exultation. If his joy arise, 
from any thing else than the acquisition of ex¬ 
cellence, if is no better than folly. It is a proof 
that he is engrossed by the love of something 
that is not truly valuable. It is therefore a 
weakness, which farther progress in intelligence 
will instruct him to avoid. 

A man who seeks only the perfection of hi'-, 
nature will not readily be much agitated, even 
by the hope> of future good. Xo-morrow can 
bring him nothing that he may not possess to-, 
day. Xo-mqrrow may bring him an opportu¬ 
nity of labouring in the improvement of his in¬ 
tellectual character; but this oppoi'tunity he en¬ 
joys during the present monient. Xhe present 
time is his, therefore, and he has no reason to be 
troubled about futurity. Xhe improvement of - 
his rational nature is n^w in his own power; 
and it w^quld not be wisdom, but absurdity, for 
him to be an:^ious about events w hich ,he can¬ 
not ^ontrpul, and which are already arranged 
by a Being of whose skill he possesses sufficient 
proofs to inspire hirq, wdth confidence that all 
will be w’^ell -managed. Persons who seek the 
gratification of their passions will no doubt look 



ACCESSORY PASSIONS 


297 


forward with -much eagerness to the success of 
their wishes, and their hopes will be proportioned 
to the vi^hemence of the passion they indulge : 
But a min who makes the improvement of his 
rational faculties his only employment, ought to 
be too busy with the present to allow his fancy 
to wander idly forward in quest of pleasure, Xhe 
works of nature are so unlimited, and present so 
much science to be acquired ; the duties of life 
are so numerous, and afford so much to be done ; 
the labour in which he is epgaged is so endless, 
and at the same time so elevated in its nature ; 
—that he has no occasion and no leisure to in¬ 
dulge the pleasure of expectation, which is usu¬ 
ally the resource of idle and vacant minds. If 
he reflect upon the past, therefore, it will be to 
derive from it maxims of wisdom ; if he look to 
the future, it will be to prepare for the duties 
in which it may engage him. He pursues not 
felicity ; he will rPot'therefore employ his ima¬ 
gination in framing vain dreams of joy that are 
» Tjever to be realised. He aims at becoming an 
excellent being ; but f^^e knows that this attain¬ 
ment must be the result of application and cau¬ 
tion, and much well-directed labour ; and that, 
after all, the acquisition of it must lie gradual, 
and never entire or completq. But such a pur¬ 
suit, and such a train of <jonduct^-are obviously 
inconsistent with violent or tumultuous emotions 
of hope and joy. 
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Xhe depressing passions of fear and grief de¬ 
rive much of their power over the inind from a 
want of steady principles, or from not fqrming a 
clear and fixed estimate of the purpose f^jr which 
we were sent into tliis v.^oi'ld, and of what is or 
is not worthy of being pursued by us in it, 
Xhe value of virtue, or of intellectual worth, is 
never denied ; but few men regard the acquisi¬ 
tion of it as the business of their lives, and them¬ 
selves as throwing uselessly away their time and 
their talents when /employed about any thing 
else. While they confess its value, they account 
other objects valuable also. We wish to recon¬ 
cile contradictions, by pursuing at once both 
wisdom and folly, by indulging our passions, 
and acquiring self-command at the same time. 
Hqnce we often talk of our own prosperity, and 
of the prosperity of our native country, as con¬ 
nected, not with the progress of reason, but with 
the acquisition of lands and ^oods. It is seldom 
recollected that we and our country exist in 
vain, excepting so far as we advance in mor^^ 
excellence. We talk of^ the importance of* vir¬ 
tue, and, at the same time, both our fathers and 
we Imve talked of our country’s interests in 
distant''regions, as promoted by conquests and 
treachery arid murfier ; that is to say, we allow 
that moral worth is a good thing, while, at the 
same time, we consider ourselves as deriving ad¬ 
vantage Xrom something, not only different from 
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intellectual improvement, but even altogether 

hostile to its progress, and inconsistent with its 

•« 

existenc<jj. 

It is nibt wonderful that this contradictory and 
inaccurate mode of thii^king should infect oiir 
conduct. We have no single object of pursuit, 
but alter our schemes, as avarice, ambition, plea¬ 
sure, or conscience, chance to be uppermost. 
We perform religious ceremonies from habit, or a 
superstitious reverence’ for we know not what. 
We indulge our passions, because it pleases us 
for the instant to do so, or because others do the 
same. We pui'sue the objects of these passions 
with anxiety, and are thrown into grief and de¬ 
spair by disappointment with regard to them. 
We do kind actions, because W'e are of a soft 
temper, or are met with in a good humour ; and 
we act harshly v hen the contrary is the case. 
We pursue riches, because the world admires 
them ; and we think ourselves and our families 
ruined by the loss of them, because fools have 
,,.said that we are so. Thus we stagger on at ran- 
dmn’ wdthout princapl<^, through life. At the 
end of it, we know not whether w^e have been 
wise or* foolish, and begin to wonder what is 
to become of us hereafter. Xhe tenjars^oT su¬ 
perstition lay hold of us. Sorne lay these asleep 
by levity, and others by ^vain jirayers and re¬ 
pentance : till at last, between hope and despair. 
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we find ourselves compelled to close our eyes 
and to take a leap into the dark- 

Xhis total want of all consistency of charac 
ter, which renders the human race thy sport o 
so many contradictory ^passions, and leads them s< 
often to bewail the vanity and the misery of thei' 
existence, can never occvir to him who discern: 
clearly what is truly worthy of pursuit, and whal 
ought to be the business of a rational being. He 
knows that nothing else is worthy of occupyin£ 
his attention, but to labour to acquire ability 
integrity, and self-command. Xlie only danger: 
in his way are ignorance, error, and weakness. 
If he has been able, in a considerable degree, to 
surmount these, he has accomplished his busi¬ 
ness in life, and has met with no calamity. Xhe 
occurrences which other mbrr call unfortunate, 
are the happy seasons in which his mind is tried, 
and rendered vigorous ; and which aflbrd him 
an opporttmity of knowing*, the degree of inte¬ 
grity and steadfastness w'^hich he has acquired. 
Xhey are recollected with satisfaction, as con¬ 
vincing memorials that he himself does 'actii^ 
ally possess a portion of that self-command, 
and wisdom, and excellence of n^^ture, of 
vvhiibk he approves in speculation. Every 
hardship well endured, eveiy just, purpose, or. 
enlightened ..pursuit,^steadily adhered to, eve¬ 
ry branch .of knowledge acquired, are last¬ 
ing mqnuments that* he is what he would wish 
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to become, a virtuous being, gradually rising 
towards perfection, and worthy of the ap- 
probalioil of every discerning and excellent 
mind. Wot to have acquired great wealth, can 
be no true disappointment ; for even if it be¬ 
longed to him, he would not think it a valuable 
possession. If some men have attained to mord 
power, he never regarded the pursuit of power 
as worthy of engrossing his thoughts and be- 
c oming his principal employment. When, there¬ 
fore, the covetcms, the ambitious, or the vain, 
succeed in their projects, they do not on that 
account excite his envy or regret ; for he loo has 
succeeded in h.'s scheme : and if they have ob¬ 
tained their reward, he has obtained his also, 
lie fulfilled vigorously the duties of his station ; 
not because he wished to become rich or di- 
stii.guished in the world, but that he might ac¬ 
quire a valuable mind, and perform a part of 
the busiiaess of soefety. If his particular plans 
have been unsuccessful by the injustice of men, 
oi^ by the irresistible course of Providence, that 
is no affair of his, and no misfortune to him. It 
was not success in projects of a mercantile or 
political nature that he accounted the business 
of his life ; but to become skilful, and*active, 
and temperate, and just, by J:he steady exertion 
of his talents, and the peeformayee of such du¬ 
ties as came within his reach : this he has done. 
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call him unfortunate, but it is because they com 
prebend not the sublime career of wisdom ii 
which he is engaged ; or the elevation of hij 
character, which must render him, in thfi eyes ol 
superior natures, if any ^ich look down upon the 
affairs of this world, as a man pursuing a serious 
omployment amidst' children who are chacing 
after follies and trifles, Xhose falsely called his 
equals will often be idly running in his way, 
and will justle him in his progress ; but his clear 
discernment of what is good and excellent will 
prevent them from disturbing much the peace 
of his mind ; and his knowledge of their nature 
will enable him to take little offence at their 
conduct. 

Even the loss of those whom he loved will 
be better endured by a man'who pursues intel¬ 
lectual improvement than by others, and will 
produce a less excessive degree of the depressing 
passions. He knows the condition of change 
upon which every human connection is formed, 
and is not therefore surprised when it takes 
place. He is accustomed to consider what is to 
be done and what is to be learned upon every 
occurrence, and not to stand still, and, vainly 
regret*.what cannot be opposed. He sees so 
much skill exerted in the contrivance and ma¬ 
nagement of t]iis world, that he respects, when 
he does not entirely comprehend, the conduct 
of Providence, He kitows that it is not life that 

c 
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is valuable, but wisdom ; that it is not death, 
but weakness and folly, that are evil. The me¬ 
mory of the excellent and the good is a senti¬ 
ment th:Jt is always more pleasing than painful, 
as it brings the recollectjon of what is lovely and 
perfect. He who is engaged in the pursuit of 
virtue has always lived long enough ; whereas 
they who are occupied by folly had as well ne¬ 
ver have lived at all. If we*have loved only the 
wise then, we have ’no just cause of regret. 
They have finished their labours well, or they 
have only changed the scene of their exertions. 
If we have loved those who deserved not our 
regard, a temptation to folly is removed from 
us ; and, in either case, an opportunity is pre¬ 
sented of acting with propriety, by acquiescing 
in the purposes of ^I'ovidence. 

It is true, that it is not always easy thus to 
overcome the weakness of our nature, to remain 
steadfast, persevering, and calm, amidst the dis¬ 
appointing and cruel occurrences of life ; nnd 
to regard the acquisition of moral worth, and 
tbte 'diffusion of it in the world, as our sole em¬ 
ployment, and every thing else as of no va¬ 
lue. B^ut this is because perfection of mind is 
not the work of a day ; and to judge and* to act 
with wisdom and firmness on all occasions, must 
be the result of many efforts, and pf long perse¬ 
verance. It is not complete superjority to pas¬ 
sion, but an approach towatds it, that is expected 
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of man. In proportion to the degree of wisdom 
and of self-command that he attains, his superi¬ 
ority to all agitation and weakness will be more’ 
complete. And much, in this respe[:t, may 
surety be done. Vanity, avarice, love, ambi¬ 
tion, and every passion, have induced men and 
women to brave death, and to encounter innu¬ 
merable hardships. In ancient Sparta, when the 
news of the loss of a battle arrived, they whose 
relations had fallen in the'^ field appeared in pu¬ 
blic crowned with flowers, and accompanied by 
every mark of festivity and joy ; but they whose 
relations had fled, and were safe, concealed 
themselves and put on mourning, on account 
of the dishonour done to their family and coun¬ 
try. But if ordinary and vulgar passions can 
confer unbounded courage or if the institu¬ 
tions of Lycurgus could overcome the weakness 
of nature,—there can be no reason why the de¬ 
sire of attaining to intellectud excellence should 
not produce similar and higher effects in an en¬ 
lightened mind. 
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Upom the principles already seated, every aspect 
which the human iriind assumes may be explain¬ 
ed, and our duty known with regard to it. Xhe 
laduence of habit upon the opinions and feelings 
of men will afford an example of this. 

Habit or custom produces three remarkable 
effects. It enables u§ to perform a work of art 
With greater ease than formerly; it alters our 
feelings u ith regard to objects or exertions, by 
rendering that pleasing v hich was originally 
painful ; and, lastly, it influences our opinion 
, of what is right and wrong, lational and irra- 
lionafl. ’ 

Ij-?. Habit, so far as it enables us to accomplish 
any well ynderstood purpose with greater facili¬ 
ty than formerly, is an affection of the lyiemory 
or train of ideas. In consequence of frequently 
repeating an operation, eacl\ succeeding step of 
it is more strictly associated with .that which 
goes before it, and spontaneously presents itself 

VoL.-I, U 
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to the mind without requiring a new effort of re¬ 
collection as at first. 

2r/. The repetition of an exertion, pr the fre¬ 
quent presence of a disagreeable object, is gra¬ 
dually productive of ,easc or indifference ; be¬ 
cause the pleasure or uneasiness that attends 
• our perceptions or efforts is always diminished 
by being repeatedly felt. Xhings once disagree¬ 
able, such as the taste of tobacco, or the study of 
languages, often become even positively pleasing 
by habit; because^ the pain they once occasion¬ 
ed gradually departs, while the pleasure arising 
from activity remains, and renders them in some 
degree acceptable, and even sometimes ultimate¬ 
ly objects of passionate dc ire. 

.3i/. Habit, under the name of fashion, influ¬ 
ences our opinion of what is morally right, by so 
diminishing the uneasiness with which we regard 
improper conduct when it is continually in our 
view', that at last w'e begin to account it a thing 
of course, and a part of the order of Nature. In 
this way the most absurd law s, religions, and prac¬ 
tices come to be regarded with indifference''and 
even with pleasure. 

Xhe same effect is sometimes produced by 
associating bad actions in the memory with the 
persons who committed them, and the situations 
which they occupy jn society. Ordinary minds 
admire and regard with pleasure the powerful 
and the rich. Xhis pleasure balances and over¬ 
comes the sentiment of disgust with which 
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they would otherwise regard their impropci ac¬ 
tions. Ilcnce the vices of the great are regarded 
with less detestation than the vices of men who 
occupy lower stations in life. Thus adultery, 
though perhaps, without e'kcejjtion, the most per¬ 
nicious crime that can occur in society, is less 
severely hated or punislied by modern nations 
than to steal a chiclccn or to rob an orchard. 
Gallantry is tlie vice of ^thc rich and the power¬ 
ful, wdiereas petty ihchs are committed by the 
poor. Thus, also, it is less disgraceful to plun¬ 
der a province, and to muider hah'a million of 
men, than to violate our neighbour's properly 
to the value of a shilling. 

One good ctTcct arising from the power of ha¬ 
bit is the authority which it confers upon general 
Tul es. A man who has sulfered fio n poverty, 
naturally tries to remedy the incon\einences of 
his situation. In doing so, he acquires hid)its of 
economy and industry, which do not foisahe 
him even when they cease to be necc'sary. lie 
teaches the same conduct to his chddren : w lio 
also leai'n to pursue it frhm habit, without hiuch 
discei'nment of its propriety or wisdom. Thus 
men, on thousand occasions, do w^hat they ^cc 
their neighbours do, and what tlies' themselves 
have been accnstoined to do. w fthotit once think¬ 
ing of the 1 easonablencss oF their c('«*duct. lV'tan> 
an honest c an accounts f|]sehoocl *a very had 
thing, who would be ■very mucb pust./l‘’d*to te u 
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why a man is bound to keep his word. In such 
cases, it IS purely from habit that we respect 
the general rule, without recollecting, and often 
without comprehending the principle upon which 
it is founded. These general rules are to a great 
part of mankind instead of an enlightened mind. 
*To steal is a countea a crime ; and persons 
would startle at the idea of being guilty of it, 
who understand not the principles upon which 
the claim of exclusive property is founded. All 
men liave enough of memory to remember a 
precept, or to learn to act habitually, and as if 
mechanically, upon it ; but few men are capable, 
at all times, of discerning the reasons which 
ought to regulate their conduct, and of acting in 
consequence of them. By the force of habit, 
human society is thus made to possess a consider¬ 
able degi Ce of stability j and ignorant or un¬ 
thinking men are made to perform the same ac- 
ti ni'- that they would have’performed, had they 
possessed far higher wasdom. 

The power of habit, however, almost always 
implies imbecility of m-md. Its influence arises 
from the weakness or inactivity of the voluntary 
pa^ver of the understanding, which enables the 
merrtory and its associations to rule the mind. So 
far, at least, as the force of habit tends to obscure 
the discernrxient of. good and evil, or the diffe¬ 
rence betwixt what is rational and what is de¬ 
grading and unwise, it ought to be resisted. 
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The mind ought, at all times, to preserve itself 
iwake and alive to the perception of truth. It 
)Ught to .elevate itself above local practices and 
irejudicc:?, and to I'egard man as he is by nature, 
ind as he ought to becouje. It ought to judge of 
ictions from their tendency to produce true ex- 
;ellence or defect, and not from the notions tha* 
men in particular ages or situations ha\ e formed 
^f them. But it is diflicult* for a man uho is 
continually immersed i*n the hurry of ordinary 
affairs, to avoid acquiring ^lie ideas that pass 
current among those wi^i whom he associates. 
IJence he ought, at times, to retire for a short 
period from the embarrassment of society, and to 
converse with Nature. fie ought to consider 
anew the general plan upon which this \\ orld is 
conducted, the desigm for which it was contiived, 
and the means by which that design is accom¬ 
plished. T.'hus his conversation, not being al¬ 
ways with man, bilt sometimes also with the 
skilful Contriver of the universe, he will be pre- 
lented from contracting narrow habits and pic- 
fudices ; and while he acquires vigour and inge¬ 
nuity by performing a part of the ordinary bu¬ 
siness otilife, his mind will be enabled to regain 
alive its discernment of the general purposes of 
•its existence, and what ouglit to be the great 
object of its pursuit. 

Even general rules ought, as far as possible, to 
be laid aside ; and we ought to endeavour to act, 
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noL from the rule, but from the reason of the 
rule. Thus it is a rule, that a prisoner of war ^ 
oujE^ht not to break his parole, or the^ promise 
made by him not to run away, or not^to serve 
till he is exchan^^ed. '^"his promise ought to be 
strictly obeyed ; n^it m rely because it is the 
pi*actice to do so, or infa ous to do otherwise, 
but because a contrary conduct would tend to 
injure tlie growing .s • r of humanity and mu¬ 
tual conlidence, which, in modern Europe, has 
divested war of many fits evils. While a man 
thus takes care, on every occasion, to consider 
the ultimate tendency of his actions, his under¬ 
standing will be preserved in an acute and vi¬ 
gorous state, and in evei'y part of bis existence 
he will be a rational and enlightened being. 


CHAP. XIX. 

REVIEW OF THE VALOe OF THE PASSION-S. 


'T'o understand correctly the moral value of 
the human passions, has always appeared to me 
a point of very considerable difficulty. Our pas- 
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bions grow up ne.essaiTly in our constitution in 
consequence of the situation in which we are 
placed. Xhey are productive of much intellec- 
tucCl imp:sovement; but they are also pioduc- 
tue of the worst evils tl^at exist in the world. 
Hence their value is, at all times, apt to assume 
a most ambiguous aspect. In adcfition, there-* 
fore, to w hat has been already stated upon each 
of the passions sepaj-alely, 1 shall here make some 
lemaiks concerning ^their nature and tendency. 

By the passions, as already explained, it v\ ill 
be obscr\ed, that I mean attachments and aver¬ 
sions, \\liich ha\ e lixed then.selves in the me¬ 
mory in such a degree as to lesist, or to inilu- 
ence strongly, the vmlunlaiy povvcr of the mind, 
and thereby to prevent the free and complete 
cxeicisc of tlie perceptive faculty or undeistand¬ 
ing, c.thcr m disi .ngui^hing between truth and 
falsehood, or between excellence and imperfec¬ 
tion in ourselves and others. 

Xhc human cliaractcr attains to intellectual im 
piovement in two ways : by being inclucct 

-■ 4 ** * 

led by Nature to sucln^a train of conduct as is 
productive of that improvement; and, secondly^ 
by il le cVi rect and voluntary pursuit of it in cojise- 
qucncc of discerning its value. It is evideft-t, that 
this last mode of attaining to.improvement can 
only occur in those minds which h^we previously, 
under the guidanc of Natuie, attained to no 
small degree of discernment ; because owginally. 
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or at his birth, it is impossible for any man to 
have a knowledge of its importance. If the ar¬ 
ranging power, therefore, who contrived this 
world, intended the human mind to, attain' to 
much excellence, it wts necessary that its struc¬ 
ture and situation shoiild be so devised as that 
it should involuntarily, and without much fore¬ 
sight, attain, in the first instance, to such a degree 
of intelligence and peifection of character, as 
might enable it to perceive the value of intel¬ 
lectual worth, and t,he importance of pursuing it, 
in preference to all other objects. 

With this view, therefore, the mind of man ap¬ 
pears to have been furnished with organs of me¬ 
mory and of sense, and himself placed in a si¬ 
tuation which should give rise to appetites, aflec- 
tions, and passions. When only contiiving to 
gratify these, we perform the important oflice 
of preserving the human race, and we produce 
what is of more value, their intellectual improve¬ 
ment. In providing food and cloathing, we are 
laid under the necessity of exerting much inge¬ 
nuity and perseverence. A renowned hunter in 
a savage tribe is far from being a mean charac¬ 
ter. He possesses much patience and courage 
and art ; qualities which in his situation may be 
regarded as produced by the hunger and cold ‘ 
which he suffers, and which compel him to 
make war upon the wild inhabitants of the fo¬ 
rest. When that resource is insufficient for sUb- 
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sistence, the invention is stretched, to discover 
other ways to supply the wants of ISTature ; and 
we know the variety of arts to which necessity 
in this ipanner gives rise. Competitions for the 
same objects must often^occur amongst those who 
have wants to supply. Xhese produce encroach¬ 
ments of men upon each other; to repel which, 
the boldest el^bits of abiJity and courage are of¬ 
ten necessary. Hence arise angry passion.s, w hich, 
by peipetuating contests, increase the activity 
and vagdance of all parti<;s. If an individual 
have many cares, the benevolent adections ren¬ 
der them still more numerous. By means of 
these affect >ons, he has not only himself to pro¬ 
vide foi, but also his family. He has not only 
his own quarrels to maintain, but those of his 
fi lends and of his country. Besides this, he has 
other business to attend to ; he is covetous, he is 
vain, he is ambitious. It is not enough that im¬ 
mediate w ants are’supplied ; he must hoard up 
for futurity ; he must be distinguished, he must 
be pow^erful. His oesires are endless; Ids cares 
keep pace with them;* his exertions in every di¬ 
rection are redoubled, and with them the ener¬ 
gy and ability of his character are increased. 
His avarice leads him to study the ijseft.il arts; 
his lov^e of praise induces Ijim to learn the arts 
which please mankind and by ambition, he 
is taught to investigate the human character, 
and to acquire those accomplishments which 
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conduct to superiority and command. By thQ 
agitation resulting from so many wants and pas¬ 
sions, the world becomes a busy scene. Some 
cultivate the soil, some seek distinction an*d 
wealth in ci'ouds, and reur up cities and palaces. 
Xhe ocean is covered with ships, bearing cove¬ 
tous and enterprizing men. Xhe passions of 
nations interfeie like those of individuals. Great 
armies are collected; and the highest exertions 
of human intrepidity and art are employed to 
cover the earth with,-desolation and mourning. 

Amidst all these ellbrts man becomes a distin¬ 
guished and skilful being. But thus far it may 
be said that ^ >ature does all for him. lie follows 
the feelings which arc either implanted in his 
mind, or \\h;ch spring up in it in consequence of 
las situation. Xhe plan upt n u Inch he acts is 
not of his. own contrivance; he is conscious of 
pursuing merely the giatillcation of his ov.n 
wishes; and in tlie meantime,iie is indirectly led 
by the Author of this world, and of his consti¬ 
tution, to tlie aciiuisition of much dexterity and 
vigour of character. He e^ cn becomes a moral 
agent, that is, he acts upon a plan and general 
rules. He discerns the value of an improved 
undcisti'.ndjing as a powerful insliument wliereby 
to render Ins passions successful in then’ ellbrts. 
He resltams hii present inclinations when they, 
conic into competition wath the intc esls v.hich 
he more .steadily and permanently values ; and 
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he learns to call that conduct right and goocl 
which he thinks tends ultimately to produce the 
most extensive felicity to himself and his coun¬ 
try, or tl^ose whose welfare has become dear to 
him. All this, how'eve#*, is only the result of 
tlte mingled exertion of the selfish and benevo¬ 
lent afiecUons, '■ ith a portion of jreason balancing 
them toleiably against each other. 

In this slate of things the -human mind is very 
valuable on account of the degree of intelligence 
to which it aUains. 'I'he Jiuman mind, how¬ 
ever, is capable of m.ak'ng boundless progress in 
impicvcmcnt; but it is a certain, and perhaps 
the most imjioUant truth in moral science, that 
lliere is a cciTain sla.ge of intellectual improve¬ 
ment, beyond wlncli the passions cannot carry 
the human mind;* or, in oilier woixls, that to 
enable man to make boundlc.s progress in in- 
telleclual woilh, tliere is a period of his Instory 
at which he must'cast off the dominion of his 
passions, and act fiom a more jiermaiient prin¬ 
ciple suiLed to his progressi\e cliaracler. 

''f'wo causes disqualify the pass.ons for be¬ 
coming a source of boundless impro'vcmcnt to 
the huiiian nnnd. hirst, from then own nature 
they gradually cease to be adequate to the task; 
^and, secondly, they never fajl, at a certain stage 
of the history of mankind, to Irjse their bene- 
ylficial influence; because men become weary of 
acting m obedience to them, and volunUirily cast 
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off the dominion of such of them as are most 
valuable. 

« 

The permanent supremacy or dominion 
of any one passion is evidently inconsistent with 
great intellectual imprc»vement. It absorbs the 
attention to its own objects, subdues the will, 
and equally disqualifies the mind for the study 
of general truth and for rational conduct- Hu¬ 
man society even finds it necessary to attempt, 
by laws and punishments, to restrain the ar¬ 
dour of the passions of men, on account of their 
tendency to produce endless disorders. In pro¬ 
portion as the art of government improves, this 
object is accordingly accomplished : and h.ence 
the establishment of a very strict police, and of 
a vigilant administration, over a civilized peo¬ 
ple, for repressing every disorderly sally of the 
human passions, have been represented, with 
some truth, by ingenious writers, as circum¬ 
stances w hich usually precede and lead td the 
stoppage of the progress of a nation in an ardent 
and improving career ; because these circum¬ 
stances tend to extinguish the passions from 
w’hich human enterprise and activity originate. 

'2d. But, independent of all such con-^iidera- 
tions, it is an important fact in the history of 

4 . 

man, that there is a stage in his progress at ' 
w'^hich he voluntarily casts off the dominion of 

N 

the moie energetic and ardent passions, w'hich 
have the highest tendency to improve his intel- 
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iectual powers. This necessarily occurs in the 
following manner. 

All human passions have the same object in 
view, thopgh under a diversity of forms, that is 
to say, the love of pleasure. In obeying his 
passions, a man is employed in the pursuit of 
happiness, which he expects to find in their 
gratification. But in this expectation he is sure 
to be disapi:>ointed ; because it is a law of his 
constitution, that ever;;^ pleasure diminishes by 
repeated enjoyment. 

After some experience, therefore, men infal¬ 
libly begin to complain that their passions are 
deceitful ; that there is more toil in the pursuit 
than joy in the possession of their objects. 
Some try various passions, others confine them¬ 
selves to one ; bu^ all at last confess that the 
attempt to obtain felicity by their gratification 
is fruitless. A hind of hue and cry is laised. 
against this world • and the human frame and 
the destiny of man ; and it is said tliat he was 
born to sorrow and to disappointment. His 
very existence is complained of as an evil, see¬ 
ing it leads him to pursue phantoms of unreal 
pleasure ; the failure to obtain which produces 
real vexation, and of which the actijal ^posses- 
/sion bestows no felicity. Pretended teachers of 
moral wisdom rise up tp instruct the world, 
.^hey tell men that they have pursued felicity 
by a wrong path ; that they have sought it in 
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avarice, in vanity, in ambition, and other self¬ 
ish passions ; whereas they ought to seek it in 
the exercise of the benevolent affections, winch 
are now dignified with the name of 'virtilc. 
But these affections are *50011 found to lead to as 
much disappointment and anxiety as any of 
our other passions. They are baffled in their 
efforts by the unworthiness of their objects, by 
the crimes of men, or by the powerful hand of 
fate. After many vain struggles to find liap- 
piness in benevolence, or in attempting to con¬ 
fer felicity upon mankind, and after encounter¬ 
ing only hostility, ingratitude, and mortifica¬ 
tion for their reward, the most generous and ac¬ 
complished individuals are at last compelled to 
declare, that virtue itself (^if virtue be the only 
road to happiness, and benevolence the only 
virtue) is so far from being a real good, tiiat at 
best it is an empty name. Xhis renders mat¬ 
ters worse. It is said that this vvoild is a 
scene of confusion, in which virtue meets with 
no reward, and vice with no punishment ; 
and that it cannot possibly be governed by 
Supreme Intelligence. Here devout specula¬ 
tors in religion interfere, and take advantage of 
human * w’^eakness. Xhey acknowledge that 
the Ruler of all things has hitherto left this 
world very much to itself, but that hereafter he 
will make amends by punishing v'ery dread¬ 
fully the wicked; that all men are wicked in 
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come degree ; and that he is a very terrible be¬ 
ing, who ill pardon no human weaknc'^s ex¬ 
cepting to those who moitify themselves deeply 
bct'ore him, and pui'chase in their favour the in¬ 
tercession of Ins priests, j ddiis folly next passes 
current; and thus it happens that in the old age of 
nations, as in that of individuals, after the bold¬ 
er and more ardent passions have been desert¬ 
ed, superstition obtains dominion over the mind. 
If it have any rival, nt consists merely oi' the 
dregs of the other'passions ; of a\arice, not in 
the form of speculative enterprise, but of hoard¬ 
ing and penury ; of ambition, not ilemandmg 
notice by daring and honourable conduct, but 
creeping up\\ards to power by obsequious ser¬ 
vility ; or of the love oF pleasure, not display¬ 
ed in active occujXitions, but in a contemptible 
sensuality. 

'Fins is not a speculative or mci'cly irnaginary 
description of thco natural progress of the hu¬ 
man passions; every part of it is \ erdied by 
the actual history of maiskind. 

'In the earlier periods of tlie history of na¬ 
tions, we find that men, full of ai dour and of 
hope, are led by their passions to cxeit them¬ 
selves, and seek felicity in every dijec'tion : 

, > 

^ Rut when communities have long been agita-* 
ted by the ardour of public anc^ private ambi- 
/tion ; when the members of the state, animated 
by an ardent patriotism' or thirst for the ag- 
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grandiscment of their country, have inflicted 
every calamity upon neighbouring communi¬ 
ties, and have encountered the same evils in re¬ 
turn—the wise among them at length stand 
still, and ask, why so ^ mucli has been done 
and suffered ? They perceive, that as the bound- 
le;5s ambition of an individual is enmity to his 
country, so the ambition of a particular state, 
and the patriotism o,f its citizens, must be en¬ 
mity to the human race. ' It is easily discerned, 
that if happiness be the proper object of human 
pursuit, It can be attained to as great a degree 
in the obscurity of voluptuous indolence as in 
the hurry and toil of public or private ambi¬ 
tion. Thus the wisest men in a community 
never fail to be the first who retire from the ca¬ 
reer of activity and labour, fvhich is the only 
sure mode of attaining to excellence. The re¬ 
tirement from public business, of such men as 
Lucullus and Atticus, afforded a sure presage 
that the Roman republic had nearly terminated 
its splendid eflbrts. The prudence of men like 
these was gradually imitated; a general larl- 
gour and indifference spread over the' face of 
society ; public affairs were neglected an4 mis¬ 
managed ; ^ abuses multiplied ; a tranquil and 
Voluptuous life was courted as the greatest 
good ; a people, whose high-spirited ancestors 
no diihculties ,could intimidate or misfortunes 
subdue, become lovers of ease, submitted to a 
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succession of military usurpers, and gradually 
sunk into ignorance and weakness. It w^as in 
vain that a pure religion was presented to them. 
Tlie declijiing character of the age imparted 
itself to every thing, and corrupted the religion 
by which it ought to have been reformed. 

Xhe degenerate Romans converted the reli- . 
gion of Jesus Christ into an enfeebling supersti¬ 
tion, which substituted pilgrimages, confessions, 
masses, mortification, aitd credulity in the per¬ 
petual agency of saints and jdevils, to that pa- 
ttiotic ambition which, in better times, had ren¬ 
dered their predecessors the masters of every 
neighbouring state. 

The Portuguese and the Spaniards, in mo¬ 
dern Europe, afford a similar example of the 
manner in which the ardent passions subside, 
and leave a people far more weak and worth¬ 
less than at the commencement of their career. 
The conquerors of Tilexico, and the first navi¬ 
gators to ancient India, were animated by the 
passion of avarice in its most enterprising form.* 
The'* efforts of their perseverance and courage 
were not surpassed by those of Greece and 
Rome injtheir best days : But the passion und^er 
which those modern adventurers acted, speedily 
?unk into a blind and selfish^ love of separate 
accumulation, which exhausted thejr public spi- - 
tit, and led them to neglect literature and the 
valuable arts, by which the rest of Europe was 
VoL.' I. X 
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more gradually becomin-g distinguisbed. Tlic 
chains of superstition were sutfered to augment 
their weight ; and these nations now exist as a 
beacon to warn mankind, that though the pur¬ 
suit of riches may for a while aggrandize a 
people, yet if they find no better motive to ex¬ 
ertion, they must rapidly sink into unworthiness 
and imbecility. 

Kven the pursuit of knowledge itself, when 
engaged in as a passion, ^ and upon the same 
principle from which the other passions are 
obeyed, that is, for the sake of the happiness 
expected to be derived from it, is apt at last to 
become disgusting by the disappointment which 
attends it. Meti of science are provoked to find 
that the ignorant are as happy as themselves, 
and usually more contented with their con¬ 
dition. 

Thus by obeying their passions, that is, b> 
pursuing pleasure or enjoyment as their chief 
good, men, no doubt, unintentionally acquire 
a considerable degree of improvement; but they 
do also most certainly arrive at a period at 
which they discern the folly of encountci ing 
labour and hardships as the means cf happi¬ 
ness^ and consequently they reach a point at 
which they relinquish their activity, and along 
with it their, progress in intelligence. In this 
manner has liuman^ society hitherto proceeded. 
It has 'been in a, state of cdntinual progress and 
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decline. Man has been led by his passions to 
theracquisition of much excellence; ami, on be¬ 
coming wise enough to discover the vanity of 
obeying the impulse of tli^se passions, he has 
necessardy sunk, from the want of a new motive 
of action, into indolence and ignorance. 

Tliis great calamity, which has repeatedly be¬ 
fallen nation,, arose entirely fr.om a speculative 
error in moial science. 

It is true, that men eanilot act without having 
some object in ^lew; but it does by no means 
follow, that if they pursue not the graliiication 
of their jiassions, they can ha e no other object 
of pursuit. If the account fv^ri^jerly given of 
the understanding, or intellectual constitution of 
man, was rightly understood, it will readily 
occur that the human mmd, according to the 
extent of its observation, is capable of apprecia¬ 
ting justly an improved intellectual chaiacter, 
,and values highly every demonstration of its 
exertion. It is the pursuit of this improvement 
of ch.'^racter, by a free, a self-commanding and 
enlightened understanding, as distinguished from 
the pufsuit of the objects of passion, by a mmd 
• led captive by the illusions of memory, 
forms the perfection of moral conduct in man. 
This is an occupation which can never come to 
a termination, and which will be Aiorc highly 
•valued the longer it is pursued. In former,ages, 
however, before the tendency of the various 

X Si 
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principles of action in our nature had been suf¬ 
ficiently unfolded, men, thinking and actwig 
under the influence of their passions, imagined 
that their only business was to enjoy'the happi¬ 
ness towards which these passions directed their 
attention, and that consequently this world was 
only formed to be subservient to their felicity; 
but when they discovered that their passions 
were deceitful, and a,Horded not the felicity 
which they promised, it is not wonderful that 
they sat down in despair, and suffered their acti¬ 
vity to relax : whereas their views of life and 
of human affairs would have been very different, 
had they discerned the plan upon which Nature 
actually proce^^ wdth regard to the human race. 
Our passions are given, n^t to produce felicity, 
but to stimulate us to exertion during the infancy 
of the understanding, that is, till we ourselves can 
discern the value of intellectual improvement, 
and become capable of pursuing it directly and^ 
voluntarily. In this w^ay, first by the indirect 
influence of the human passions, and thereafter 
by our owm direct and intentional efforts. Provi¬ 
dence designs ultimately to produce a race of 
beings, w'hose minds, by continued exertion,,, 
shall gradually rise to unlimited degrees of ex¬ 
cellence. As, upon one view of the case, men 
laid aside their activity, because it was unne¬ 
cessary or' ineffectual to the production of hapr- 
piness ; so, upon a different view of their situation, 
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they would have discerned the propriety of con¬ 
tinuing to exert the whole energies of their 
nature, as the only means of accomplishing suc- 
ce^fully the great and valuable object of their 
existence/ It is, therefore, important at all 
times, but it is greatly so at the present stage of 
the history of nations, that the human character, 
and the business of man in this world, should be 
well understood. Ambition, avarice, and our 
various passions, have, gradually called forth 
much ingenuity, and familiarized the civilized 
woild to splendid exertions oY courage and skill; 
but farther excellence than that to which they 
have already given birth, these passions are not 
calculated to produce. At the present period, 
therefore, it is probable that, like the ancient 
nations, the more avdent passions of public and 
private ambition being less exerted, our progress 
would stop, if more extensive and valuable ob¬ 
jects of pursuit w'er§ not set before us. This is 
more likely to occur, in consequence of the late 
attempt so violently made in tlie centie of Eu¬ 
rope, suddenly to ameliorate the political condi¬ 
tion of mankind by a vehement and impassioned 
efibr-t, instead of following out the gradual 
career 'of improvement, in w hich alone * the 
human mind is capable of proceeding.* The ill • 
success of such an effort is'apt to confer too 
powerful charms upon -'Sl life of indolence and a 
tranquil state of society. «It is apt’ to produce a 
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kind of despair with regard to the human charac¬ 
ter and its future prospects; and this more /^spe¬ 
cially in those ardent minds which, when well 
directed, form the sedt of the earth^ because, by 
their restless energy, they are best qtialified to 
make distinguished improvements in all those 
arts to which the human mind owes its dominion, 
'over the material world, or is enabled m press 
forward in the paths of general science. 

In this state of aifaifs, tw o pi inclplcs cannot be 
too strongly enforced, or too ficqucntly brough^^ 
into view: First, Xhat the whole structure of oin 
constitution, and of the world in which w^e are 
placed, demonstrates that the improvement ol 
the human mind is the great business of man, 
and the purpose of his existence; and. Secondly, 
Xhat this improvement, copsisting as it does of 
growing intelligence and superiority to every 
passion and every w'eakness, is necessarily of a 
progressive nature, and only to be accomplished 
in such a gradual manner, as enables each of the 
generations of men in succession to find suffi¬ 
cient occupation in advancing a moderate,-stage 
beyond that wdiich preceded it, leaving to 
those that come after to build upon a foun¬ 
dation that has previously been laid'. Xhus 
we labour, not merely for ourselves, but for 
future ages. progress in which we are 

engaged is thb result mf the skilful arrangements 
of ProVidenefe ; and can no more be baffled by 
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the. errors of a particular generation than by the 
follies of an individual. Xhese errors were ne¬ 
cessary to the instructio ' of succeeding times. 
They illustrate- the character of man, and the 
tendency of all his pass^ns ; and had they not 
occurred, the mass ©f moral wisdom that exists 
in the world would have beeir less than it now, 
is. The safety of a better age might also have 
been compromised, or brought into hazard; be¬ 
cause a lesson of experience appears to have 
been requisite to alfbrd a practical demonstra¬ 
tion of the principle, that there is no shorter 
road to the general improvement of the human 
character than that which Nature indicates, and 
which IS the result of the labour of successive 
ages gradually rising above each other. 

It has been thou^lit a cuiious question. Whe¬ 
ther the whole of the present states of Europe 
are destined to sink back, as former nations have 
dene, into ignorancs, superstition, and weakness, 
from which they can only be revived hy foreign 
conquest, or great convulsions, and a slow re¬ 
vival of arts and letters ? In particular, it has 
been asked. Is Britain t6 sink, as Rome sunk, by 
its Asiatic conquests.^ - Or is the wealth ot the 
Indies destined to subdue the siiirit of our peo¬ 
ple as it did that of the Portuguese, the Jspamards, 
and the Dutch; and is the poetic prophecy to be 
fulfilled ?— 
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Time may come, when, stript of all her charms. 
That land of scholars, and that nurse of arms, - 
^Vliere noble stems transmit the patriot claim. 

And monarchs toil, and poets pant for fame. 

One sink, of level avarice shall lie. 

And scholars, soldiers, kings, unhonoured die. 

Goldsmith 

Any opinion that might be delivered upon 
yuch a question belongs to a future part of this 
Work, or to the consideration of the social duties 
of man. In the mean while, it may be remark¬ 
ed, that its solution depends upon another ques¬ 
tion, W^hether a sufficient number of individu¬ 
als have as yet attained to enough of moral w is- 
dom, to induce them to engage in a career of di¬ 
rect personal improvement, or have, as it were, 
taken themselves out of the hands of nature, 
that is, out of the government of their passions, 
and have engaged in the peculiar pursuit which 
can neither produce disappointment, nor come 
to a close, that of an active, a steadfast, and en¬ 
lightened mind, which prejudice cannot mislead 
in speculation, nor passion seduce, infiante; or 
intimidate, in the conduct of affairs ? 

It fortunately happens that the doctiines wdiich 

hav^e been stated in this Treatise are not new. 

•> 

Xhe impoitant occupation of self-improvement . 
has been repeatedly recognized by individuals as 
the most valuable employment of man. This is 
not wopderful ; for, "so far as pleasure is con- 
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cernetl, one sort of activity is nearly as agreeable 
as*another; and the pursuit of an enlarged and 
improving mind is readily recogni'Z.ed by the 
human ^ understanding as the most dignified of 
all employments. TJprm the existence of per¬ 
sons engaging in it in sufficient numbers to 
enable them to influence the character, opi¬ 
nions, and pursuits of society, the future destiny 
of nations depends. In ancient Rome, accom¬ 
plished and virtuous ihen, w ho considered power 
and fame and riches as pui'suits suboidinate to 
intellectual excellence, were so few, that when 
half a doxen individuals were cut off, the nation 
was lost. 'The extensive diffiision of knowledge 
has w'ith us gi'catly altered the character and 
state of society. But as I am here discussing the 
duty of individutJls towards themselves, or the 
subject of self-improvement, I shall only remaik, 
that t^ey who have engaged in it as the great 
business of life, to wdiich other pursuits are ac¬ 
counted and rendered subordinate, may well 
leflect wolh pride and satisfaction, that upon 
them 'rest the hope of future ages and the sta- 
bililv of their country. It may be difficult to 
say I'^ow many righteous persons will, in this 
stage of the history of the world, be necessary 
to save a guilty city ; but it is certain, that the* 
nation in which men honestly gmd truly enga¬ 
ged in the pursuit of intellectual. improvement 
-^lall first abound, will become permanent upon 
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the earth. Being engaged in an improving in¬ 
stead of a fluctuating career, it will at all times 
contain multitudes of active and enlightened" 
men, capable of seizing every advantage tliat 
may occur in human aljairs. It will therefore 
steadily increase, while other nations decline and 
pgss away; and its race, constantly augmenting 
in numbers and intelligence, will ultimately be 
the masters of the globe. 

In the mean while, it appears impossible to avoid 
admiring the skilful manner in which the moral 
education of the human mind is contrived, and 
particularly the way in which the passions are 
rendeix'd subservient to our intellectual pro¬ 
gress, previous to the period at which w^e acquire 
sufilcient discernment to enable us to pursue di¬ 
rectly, and from oui own chdice, the object on 
account of which we received existence. liivery 
one of the passions leads us to pcrforiTi some 
duty, oi* to do the very same actions which an 
enlightened under-standing would have led us 
to perform had w e been possessed of it. A com¬ 
plete knowledge of what is excellent, and Wor¬ 
thy of pursuit, would induce us to preserve our- 
sclv'cs, and to propagate our species, that intelli- 
gent beings may abound, and tliat reason and 
‘virtue may be cultivated on the earth. Xhe 
same knowdedae would have led w iser beings to 
1 epel and to disarm unjust violence, to exeit their 
talents in. the cultivation of every art, to accui 
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Ululate the means of subsistence, to bind toge¬ 
ther society by a reciprocity of good offices, and 
^to seek distinction and eminence, that they'may 
he employed for wise purposes. But hunger and 
thirst, lust, avarice, an^bition, vanity, and self- 
love, induce us to pursue the same objects. The 
consequence is, that when the human mind t^e- 
comes improved, and we discern our true situa¬ 
tion and business in this wpild, we find that we 
have been performing the very same actions 
that we would hav*e wished to perforin had we 
possessed the highest conceivable degree of 
knowledge and self-command. Thus are we 
trained up in the way wherein we should go ; 
and thus, when we acquire extensive views of 
truth and excellence, w'c are under no necessity 
of changing our conduct. We continue to per¬ 
form the same actions, but with diflerent motives 
^ and purposes; reason, or the desire of perfec¬ 
tion, being now become the motive, as blind in¬ 
clination or passion v/as formerly. 
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CHAP. XX. 

A SPECULATIVE AND ACTIVE LIFE COMPARED. 


Before concluding this Part, I shall concisely 
notice the important practical question. Whe¬ 
ther the human mind is most highly improved 
by speculation or by business ; that is, by a life 
spent in the pursuits of science, or by engaging 
in a career of ordinary industry ? 

I shall begin by stating t?ie advantages and 
disadvantages which, in a moral point of view, 
seem to attend upon each of these modes of life; 
after w’hich it will not be difficult to resolve the 
general question relative to their comparative 
utility. 

Xhe pursuit of knowledge, when rationally 
conducted, consists of the careful investigation 
and examination of the various objects vhich 
Nature has produced, and of attempting to re- 
' duce them and their qualities under general 
heads, which constitute what are* called the prin¬ 
ciples of science, by means of which the recol¬ 
lection is facilitated of all the particulars t lat 
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havft been obsei*ved or dibcovered. In some 
.branches of physical science, this investigation 
and classification of the works of Natuie is a 
laborious task. The botanist and the mineralo¬ 
gist, in the pursuit of tlleir different departments, 
find it necessary to survey, as far as possible, 
every part of the surface and of the substance‘*of 
the globe which we inhabit. The chemist must, 
on the other hand, bring together all sorts of bo¬ 
dies, and all theif combinations, and examine 
with patient and persevering industry their ef¬ 
fects upon each other, and all their repulsions 
and combinations under dillcrent degrees of tem¬ 
perature. The result of all his observations must 
also be arranged, if possible, in such a form as 
to exhibit the principles according to which Na¬ 
ture conducts her minute operations. 

The study of moral science consists in exa¬ 
mining, by personal observation, and by the aid 
of history, the qualities of the human mind, and 
the various circumstances by which these qua¬ 
lities are alfected ; whether they consist of the 
physical situation in which a people are placed, 
as the fertility of their soil, and its vicinity to 
the ocean, or of their education, or their-religi¬ 
ous and social institutions. The result of thi? 
investigation is to beureduced, in like manner, 
by arrangement, into general j5rinciples, which 
1>tate shortly the different circumstances which 
^tend to ameliorate or injure the condition or the 
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chajactcr of man. The advantages resulting 
from such pursuits to the individuals engaged in. 
them, are obviously great. 

Xhe pursuit of knowledge is evidently the 
most dignified of all enfployments. The man 
who engages in it is directly occupied in tracing 
thd operations of the IVTighty Artist who con¬ 
structed the fabric of the universe. While other 
men are occupied by the objects which their 
passions or supposed interests rjppresent as impor¬ 
tant, he is storing hic mind with ideas and ob¬ 
jects which have appeared important to Supreme 
Intelligence itself; and thus he is becoming al¬ 
lied, by his occupation and conceptions, to the 
great IMind from which all intelligence is deri¬ 
ved. In the pursuits of moral^sCience, in parti¬ 
cular, the elevated nature of his employment is 
extremely evident. While the busy multitude la¬ 
bour in their various situations, and carry on the 
multifarious operations of social life, as husband¬ 
men, mechanics, merchants, mariners, priests, law¬ 
yers, and statesmen, he employs himself, likq. a 
Superior Intelligence, in Ipoking down upon tire 
whole, surveying the relation in which all 
of th«m stand to each other, their mutual‘sub¬ 
serviency and utility, the errors into which they 
fall, the progress which they make, the advan¬ 
tages in their p0^ve^ which they fail to attain ; 
and, like an overseeing ijiind, he arranges undei^ 
a few principles the rules and the result of thsir 
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actions, and from thence reports their nature and 
^their destiny. 

A man tlius occupied necessarily passes his life 
in much innocence, and remains a stianger to 
those sentiments of ambition and of avarice which 
hurry other men into the greatest crimes. This, 
howev^er, is only of secondary importance when 
compared to the positive acquisition which he 
makes of inteilcctual worth. tie acquires, by 
his pursuits, a considerable degree of jierse- 
\ eranee or industry ; but, above all, liis discern¬ 
ment of truth becomes acute, and lie improves 
beyond other men that part of his constitution 
which "is the mo A important, and vvhicli consists 
of the capacity of acquiring wisdom, by redu¬ 
cing, in consequence of arrangement, the whole 
events and objects which the universe c,onlains. 
under the easy grasp of a discerning mind. 
Thus the pnisuit of science is equivalent to the 
direct and mtentu’i.nal pursuit of intellectual su¬ 
periority and distinction. Hence it never fails 
to produce in the mind a strong sense of self-ap- 
pVohation. The new^ ideas which it acquires, 
together with the cajiacity of passing, as it were, 
under its review, by little more than a fjngle 
act of thought, the globe itself, wi*Ji the na^ 
lions which exist upon itsstjrface, their character 
and history, never fails t') give ^’ise in the mind 
a sense of expansion and enlasigcinent, and to 
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afford a conviction that it is growing in dig¬ 
nity and in excellence. 

On the other hand, the exclusive pursuit of 
science has its disadvantages. A man qpcupied 
in speculation, no doubts, improves his faculties, 
in the capacity of forming general views of Na¬ 
ture and of human affairs, and also in the capa¬ 
city of examining accurately particular points of 
fact; but in the meknwhile he acquires little 
self-command. If his mind is not occupied by 
powerful passions, it, is not because he has be¬ 
come superior to them, but because they have 
had little opportunity of being excited. Xhus 
he may be innocent without possessing an 
excellent or a vigorous character ; and any pas- 
ssion to which his situation may accidentally 
give rise W'^ill not fail to obtain the full domi¬ 
nion of his mind. Hence it happens that the 
miserable passions of envy and jealousy of each 
other’s reputation so frequeritly find their wav 
into the minds of men of letters, rendering them 
at once unhappy and contemptible. 

From a consciousness of the elevated nature 

« ' 

of their own employment, the passion of vanity, 
or an. ill-founded arrogance, too frequently,, takes 
^possession»of the minds of speculative men. 
They are apt unjustjy to despise the knowledge 
of men engage^ in thp ordinary occupations of 
life, which, though not so extensive, is alwa;^ s 
incomparably more correct than their own. 
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Speculative men have of'ien very little iiide- 
penclence of mind. In e\ ery age it has been 
usual to see philosophers, poets, and other men 
of ‘letters^ descending from their sublime a ii- 
tcmplations, and throAviiJg themselves into the 
tram of men of rank or opulence, in the cha¬ 
racter of humble dependents and flatterers 
tliereby demonstrating that they tliemselves had 
in no respect ri^en superior to the admiiation of 
riches, or tlic love of thfe pleasuies which iiclics 
can procuie. 

"I'Ins want of independence, which has so fie- 
quently disgraced the character of men of let¬ 
ters, resulted from their not ha\ mg culti\atcd 
tlieir own active powers, or the quality of self- 
command or fortitude ; whereby they might 
have been enabled, feiiher to encounter poveity 
and obscuiity without regret, or to do something 
toi themselves, by entering vigoroujly, durmg 
a part ot their tune,* into the business of life, 
k and securing tlieir own independence by ellbrts 
of successful industry. Indeed a life spent in 
spec;jl*ation, or iii the pursuit of science c.ncIu- 
sixclv, neccsuirily lca\es tlie mmd dei'eciixe in 
tins resnect, that as it has not eneaged suiiici- 
cntly in the intercourse and the afl'airs oj^" socic- 
l.s , it^ energy or fortitude is never sufllcienlly 
enltivaled. Inticpidity'^al|^not be .gcquired by 
:ucnwho ne\cr encountered pcirl.. The jias- 
cannot be subdued till they are firsUcalled 
A"oi.. I Y 
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into action ; and a steady mind cannot be ac-^ 
quired by him who never encountered the-ttuf- 
fetings of fortune, or the rude assaults and the 
subtle devices which occur amidst the competi 
tion for distinction an<* riches. 

In considering the advantage^ and disadvan- 
•tages which result from the pursuits of business, 
witliout regard to general science, some distinc¬ 
tion must be made with regard to the occupa¬ 
tions of men. In a commercial community, in 
the pi'csent state of the mc'chanical arts, a great 
number of individuals in manufacturing towns 
have their whole time occupied iq the perform 
iince of some minute occupation, such as the 
fashioning a nail or a pin’s point, the feeding 
the spindles of a cotton engine, or the tossing a 
fly-shuttle, which are calc{ilatcd to require no 
exertion of thought, and even to exclude all 
Such exertions. These peisons may, in general, 
be considered as in some measure having their 
intellectual character sacrificed for the conve¬ 
nience or the commercial emolument of the 
community to which they belong. In • com¬ 
paring men of business w*ith men of science, 
therefore, we must always be understood, with 
regard ,to the former, to allude to those oc¬ 
cupations w^hich either afford some portion of^ 
leisure to tlieir praj^tilibncrs, w'hicli they may 
employ in rj^flection, or those occupations which 
from their nature call forth a portion oA,^the 
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ingenuity of the human mind ; such as the 
various departments of the professions of mer¬ 
chandize, or law, or those mechanical employ¬ 
ments which require frequent eflbrts of judge¬ 
ment; and, above all, thfe persons engaged in the 
ai't of agriculture, which, by the diversity of 
tools and of management which it requires, 
tlie foresight w^hich must be exerted, and the 
habit which it produces of attending to the ope¬ 
rations of ISTature, seldom fails to confer upon^ts * 
practitioners, in proportion to their education 
and talents, a considerable share of sagacity. 

Men of business naturally acquire, in a far 
higher degree than speculative men, an active, 
intrepid, and persevering character, or a larger 
portion of volunta^fy power and energy ; that is 
to say, they accquire more of the virtues con¬ 
nected with fortitude, self-command, or strength 
of mind. Men of business usually become su¬ 
perior to the ordinary passions of envy and jea¬ 
lousy, which frequently prey upon men of let¬ 
ters. Xhey have also more confidence in the 
integrity of m;mkind, qnd more assurance of the 
result of their owm powers or efibrts, without un- 
dervaViing those of other men. Generosity'also 
costs them less ; because they are ctipable of» 
doing more for themselves. • With regard to the 
higher passions of pridev and Ambition, they 
le<»arn to subdue at least, the offensive appear- 
t^ce of them, and to restrain their operations 

Y 2 
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vviLliin ihc limits which the ordinary laws of 
society prescribe. 

Speculative men, as already noticed, are apt 
lo niKlervahie the talents or the knowledge of 
men of bnaness. It is 'ecrlain that the latter 
acquire a more vigorous and prompt command 
of*whatever talents they possess, than those men 
wlio never exert themselves excepting in the 
Icisuiely manner which scientific pursuits rc- 
ijune. d'lie ingenuity which men of bus.ness 
actually do c.xci t is- also at tunes very great- 
"No philosopher e’lcr tried or strained his whole 
fuculties more anxiously in the puisuit of truth, 
than most men of business have at times v^d.un- 
tarily or from necessity done, in dew ising jiro- 
jeets of aggrandisement, in making narrow 
means adequate tc' costly undertakings, or iii 
encountering a tempoiary toircnt of ill success. 

Thus, by the wise ariangcments of Providence, 
this woild is so contiivcd, thaf many of the most 
ordinary employments of life produce no less 
iiitcllcctual improvement than even the direct 
puisuit of that object by die investigation of* Kie 
woiks of IvTaturc. 

On the other hand, however, it must be ob- 

,served, tUiit men engaged in ordinary business, 

who never trouble, themselves. about the pur- 

^ * 

suits of science, are e#;tremcly apt lo acquue a 
nariow and defective ^ character. The riches 
w liich thfey acquire are likely to be expended 
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ill vulgar ostentat ion, or in a degrading sensual ly, 
it they avoid these vices, they are apt to be¬ 
come slaves to avarice. Thus in no respect 
3o they make any appi'oach towards ilic jios- 
scssion of a rational anfl elevated chaiacler, act¬ 
ing from enlightened views, and following out 
the high purpose of our existence. They c*in 
be regarded, upon the whole and ultimately, in 
no better hglit than as bfind and unconscious 
tools, carrying on, un'dcr Fio\ idonce, a pait cJ^ 
a plan in which lliey haie no interest, and 
which owes notliing to their good intentions. 

The inference to be made IVcm these re- 
lUarks is obvious ; A real distinction exists be- 
iwecii the characters of those men wlio have 
devoted their lives exclusively to the pursuits 
of speculation an’l to the pursuits of business. 
IJoth of them are defective ; but both have 
their merits. Men of science have more wis¬ 
dom ; but men of “business have more self-com¬ 
mand. The former are most likely to discern 
correctly what ought to be iJic ultimate object 
or*Human puisuit ; but the latter are belter qua- 
Idicd for pursuing wuth success whatever objecl, 
Llicy t^hink fit to select as their busine<s in .life, 
d'liese two chaiactcrft imitcd constiLul‘i the per¬ 
fection of our nature. It is^ therefore the duty 
of a virtuous man to enele;jvour to unite them in 
hi(S own person. Thi^ is only ]_-uaclicable bv 
i^idcavounng to snneiadd a portion ct' Iibci^d. 
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science to activity in the ordinary business of 
life. Hence it follows, that the character ofa 
mere student, who withdraws from the world 
and its cares and duties, to devote hims^elf ex¬ 
clusively to scientific pursuits, is to be avoided ; 
because such a man can never obtain in its full 
pelfection that intellectual education which 
this world is adapted to afford to the human 
mind. In like manner, absolute and entire de- 
cro,tedness to an ordinary employment, to the 
utter exclusion of liberal or scientific pursuits, 
is to be avoided; because, in this way, no true 
wisdom, no elevation of character, and no en¬ 
largement of mind, can be attained. 

There exists a prejudice, which, however, is 
daily passing away, that general knowledge is 
injurious to the vigorous pvirsuit of ordinary 
business ; or that the one of these cannot ad¬ 
vantageously be mingled wfith the ether. This 
notion is erroneous ; for though it is no doubt 
true, that men who have devoted their days to 
speculative pursuits cannot suddenly acquire 
the activity, fortitude, ant^l promptitude of mind, 
necessary towards conducting ordinary affairs 
with success ; and although it is m like, man- 
. ner true,*- that an ordinary tradesman cannot 
readily convert hirrjself into a philosopher ; yet 
it is now knowp, tfiat ^when judiciously combi¬ 
ned, during the progress of life, these two ch«i- 
1 actors ednfer great advantages upon each other*. 
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In the course of almost every man’s life, some 
opportunity occurs in which, by the addition of 
a moderate portion of liberal knowledge, a wea¬ 
ver migljt have converted himself into a manu¬ 
facturer, a petty shop-lAieper into a merchant, 
a mason into an architect, or a mechanic into 
an engineer. In like manner, it is always found, 
that those men of letters are most fortunate in 
life who continue in the pra'ctice of some active 
and regular profession, and do not depend fcn c:. 
their support and eminence .upon general litera¬ 
ture alone. 

The activity produced by exercising the fa¬ 
culties in ordinary business, and in a regular 
profession, enables the human mind to engage, 
with unusual success, in speculative researches. 
The energy of chaVacter acquired in one de¬ 
partment communicates itself and its effects to 
every other ; and this was one of the advan¬ 
tages possessed by' men of letters in ancient 
times. Xenophon and Julius Ca;sar immorta¬ 
lized by their writings the military enterprises 
which they conducted. ^ They expressed them¬ 
selves with an elegance suited to the accom¬ 
plished, society with which tliey associated, and 
With a simplicity natural to men who*gave to 
literature no more of Uieir tiyne than was neces¬ 
sary towards the successfuKacquis^tion of it. So¬ 
crates, who instructed the Atheniaiis by his Icc- 
tcyes on the principles of moral truth, instructed 
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them still more by the example of his life. Af¬ 
ter a bloody battle, it was admitted by the whole 
army, that the prize for havings acted with the 
most distinguished personal bravery ought to 
bestowed upon him; bfit he displayed his mo¬ 
deration and generosity by waving his claim, 
that the pri^e might be adjudged to one of Ixis 
most promising pupils, wdiose mind he wished 
to stimulate to the perfoimaixce of great actions, 
^.'^he most distinguished of all the Koman ora¬ 
tors was at one periad of his life a mihtaiy com¬ 
mander; he \\as also a statesman, a practising 
lawyer, and the most celebiated writer of liis 
time up n moral science. It is iluxS that, in a 
W'cll-disciplincd mind, the vigour of liie active 
powers gi^es decision and energy to cr ci v spe- 
culati\'c c*’brt ; w'hile, in leTuirn, by the acqui¬ 
sition of gene, al knowledge, the acti\ity of the 
mind is skilfully directed, and ordinary business 
is conducted with more art 'and ability, and m 
sucli a manner as to enable us to attain, in a 
higher degree, the confidence of mankind. 

It is ftom the want of a tolerable general edu- 
ciition, and of enlarged habits of thinking in 
persotis engaged in oi'dmary occupations, that the 
useful a^ts remain so long in a defectir e stale ; 
and that the most distinguished improvements 
tjiat occur in tliem ai;p frequently produced, not 
by professional men, but by otlicis of cnlatged 
nmuls, from wliose usual employment fhv>- 
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are altogether remote. The invention, and the 
most important improvements of the steam-en¬ 
gine, were the work, not of tradesmen or others 
w'ho have most occasion to employ medianical 
force, but of an English military oflicer and a 
Glasgow merchant; gunpowder is said to have 
been contrived by a priest ; the glassi manu¬ 
facture IS understood to have o ed some of 
its most A aluable improvements to an English 
nobleman; and if the English pottery was 
brought to perfection by an artist bred to tTi^ 
employment, it was not till many generations 
of liadesmen in the same family had passed 
a\.ay, and an individual arose who took ddiglit 
m plidosojilncal research. 

From all this we may reasonably conclude, 
that little justice is‘done to the human faculties 
when they ,are confined exclusively to any one 
liain of exertion. Our active as well as our 
speculative powers'ought to be improved ; and 
liic one form of improvement cannot be success¬ 
fully conducted without the aid of the oilier. 
For’the one purpose, tl^e business, the affections, 
and the cares of life, have been devised by Pro- 
Mdence ; and for the other, the book of Nature 
IS unfolded to our view, in winch the wisdom 
of the Eternal is w'litten in characters whicli' 
may be traced and intdrnretcd Ijy patient ob- 
sei ration and reflection. 
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GHAP. I. 

OF RELIGION IN GENERAL. 


'^I’here are two kinds of religion. 'Fhere is a 
kind of religion that arises out of the passions 
and the imagination of men'; and there is a re¬ 
ligion that is founded on reason or the dictates 
of the understanding. 

The religious passion or ffeeiing is called de^ 
’votion. It is of a very mixed nature, and is 
composed of the passions of fear, amazement, 
and admiration. 

From ignorance and weakness, men are often 
led. to reflect with terror upon the Unl<:nown 
Power tl^at governs this world, and that dispen¬ 
ses unforeseen tempests, earthquakes, pestilence, 
famine, and death. 

Both as a whole, and in the detail of its parts, 
the universe exhibits a splendid example of skil- 



RELICIOK IM GENERAL. 


347 


tul contrivance and arrangement. From what 
passes within ourselves, however, we know'^ that 
skilful arrangement can only proceed from the 
laljour of mind or intelligence. But the ob¬ 
jects of IsTature are so vas^ and so various, that 
we can form no clear conception of the charac¬ 
ter of the Being who could contrive and attend* 
without distraction to the execution of so im¬ 
mense and so intricate a pkm. Hence we are 
apt to think of the Power that rules the univer se 
in a confused, amazed, and .indistinct manner, 
but at the same time with high admiration. 

'Phus the Being that governs the universe 
comes to be regarded at once with terror, with 
wonder, and with high approbation, 'Phe mix¬ 
ture and union of all these sentiments form the 
sentiment of devotioh. It is irrational in propor¬ 
tion to the degree in which it is made up of 
fear and unthinking amazement ; and it becomes 
more allied to reaspil in proportion as it consists 
•of intelligent admiration, or approaches to the 
perception and approbation of excellence. Like 
evefty other pleasing or ^painful sentiment, it is 
apt, when much indulged or repeated, to take 
complete possession of the mind, and to become 
a powerful passion ; w hich is sometimes of an ar- 
• dent, and sometimes of a timid nature, accord¬ 
ing to the view that is talcerj of tha character of 
the iSeity, and his dispeftition towards the humar 
race. 
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The passion of devotion prodvices good effects, 
Jt assists in subduing the minds of barbarmis 
men, and of leading them into just and regular 
conduct, by impressing strongly the idea oPan 
intelligent Power thatrsuperintends the aflans of 
the world. The dread of offending this un- 
.known Power controuls their actions when they 
have no reason to fear any human punishment or 
interference- Intelligent individuals rise up in 
the character of legislators ; and, taking advan- 
’tage of the devotional feclmgs of their country¬ 
men, persuade them to submit to useful laws, as 
ordained by the gods. They also establish such 
religious solemnities 3 ^s may confirm the idea 
that human actions are rewarded or punished 
by aa Over-ruling pow er ; and thus dei olion is 
re'ndeied the means of civibzing mankind. 

But, 1 ike every other passion, dc\olion pro¬ 
duces many bad effects. By agitating tlie mind, 
it enfeebles the exercise of the imderslanding, 
and renders us credulous of every marvellous talc 
that is told about the Powder that rules the world, 
or the subordinate agents whom, it is prete'n^Jed, 
he emplos's. Intei'estecl men take advantage of 
it to woik upon our hopes and fears, till the hu¬ 
man mmd becomes the prey of the most con¬ 
temptible superstitions. It leads to a misappre¬ 
hension of the nature 15Tour dutv, and induces 
us to substitute the effects of devotional feelings, 
such as-prayers, praises, and sacnllces, m honour 
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of the Deity, to the propei' business for which 
we w'erc placed in this world, the improvement 
of our intellectual character, and the diffusion 
of reason and of virtue among men. 

A religion that is instit^hted to gratify the pas¬ 
sion or sentiment of devotion must alw ays, a- 
mong a vigorous people, be in a state of flucj 
tiiation. Regarding devotion as highly meiito- 
noas, men endeavour, by all* possible means, to 
increase it m themselv es'and others. Xhey er ect 
magnilicent edifices under ll^ name of temples, 
in which they may worship the Deity on extia- 
oidinary occasions. 'They set apait jiarticular 
men who are to hv'e with uncommon sanctity, 
and to offer up prayeis for the people. I'o sli- 
aiulale tlieir own devotional feelings, they form 
beautiful paintings iind statues of the supposed 
lUlers of the universe, and institute expensive 
musical establishments to sing or celebrate then- 
praises. In consei^uence of all these, the devo- 
•fional feelings of the people are gradually in¬ 
creased beyond bounds. Xhey become credulous 
and*a prey to superstitiovs terrois. They legaid 
the temples which* they themselves liav e built 
as real ^Iwcllings of the divinity ; and they c®n- 
‘.'.der the images v\hich they have form^.us re- 
> jirescntations of hiS person, •jvhich he actually 
nnimates and inhabits as the hunxin mind in- 
habits the body. They regard tlR^ir priests as 
vicegerents of God, and as possessing hiT> power 
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upon earth. Xhey even imagine that all their 
crimes will be forgiven by the Deity, if they arc 
only constant and. fervent in their devotions, and 
sunicicntly liberal that they may obtain the'in¬ 
tercession of his priestt;. 

Thus matters proceed for a while ; but it is 
•the nature of extreme evils to destroy them¬ 
selves. Men of penetrating minds are always, 
from time to time, appearing in the world. 
These perceive and ekpose to view the gross 
delusions into whjich the* people have fallen. 
The priests, corrupted by ambition and luxury, 
having relinquished their original severity of 
manners, have lost their inlluence. Mankind, 
awakening from their dream of superstition, arc 
astonished to find that, instead of paying due 
homage to the Deity, they have actually been 
dishonouring him, by comparing him to images' 
made of wood and stone, and by supposing him 
to inhabit temples built by mens hands. The 
devotional passion, uniting with the disapproba 
tion of past folly, is kindled to its highest ve¬ 
hemence. The priests are driven aw'ay ar- im¬ 
postors ; the altars and images are broken dou n 
as, instruments of an idolatry unw^orthy of God, 
and degrading to the human mind ^ and men 
resolve henceforth to honour the Author of the 
univei'se only by th^ pui'e contemplation and the 
spiritual admiration and worship of his excellent 
nature-• 
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This also passes current for a time ; but gra¬ 
dually, from the want of visible objects and 
’splendid ceremonies to assist the imagination, 
Phe sentiment of devotion declines and passes a- 
way. Men soon begin»to reflect less frequently 
and with much indifference upon the Power that 
contrived and governs the world ; and religious 
notions gradually lose their influence.—In this 
state of things, it occurs io some individuals, 
-that mankind have become too inattentive to the 
skill and energy that are displayed in the cfH^a*- 
tion and management of the universe. The 
more they reflect upon the subject, and the more 
they contemplate the vast and various frame of 
Nature, the more ardent does their devotion 
become. They attempt to communicate their 
feelings, and find tWir zeal increased by opposi¬ 
tion. By degrees they gain proselytes ; and that 
they may diffuse more widely the spirit that ani¬ 
mates themselvet^ and assist and inflame the de¬ 
votion of others, they make vehement prayers 
and orations ; they institute solemnities; they 
cajl» in the aid of beautiful music ; they build 
temples ; they’ appoint* select persons to ofliciatc 
in these temples ; and, step by step, they com¬ 
mence again the career of superstition which in 
former ages was run by their fathers. Thif? in* 
papal Rome, the terflplfes which^ had originally 
beefi built in honour of .Tupiter ^and the gods, 
■•vere afterwards pressed ihto the servicewof a cor- 
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t'lptcd Chrislianitj ; and the old statues of pa- 
p/in divinities, which the first Cliiistians had 
pulled down, were erected anew , and adored by 
their posterity as the holy iir*a|^es of saints and. 
martyrs. 

Such has been the history of this passion 
when indulged among the restless and active 
nations in Imropc. In Asia, however, it has in 
some countries been‘productive of very difleient 
♦.^f^'cets. In the great coUntry of Indostan, for 
example, which haij now fa*llen under the do 
minion of Great Britain, in eaily times, prior to 
the existence of authentic history, by taking ad¬ 
vantage of this passion, society was arranged in 
a foim so permanent, as to set at defiance the 
lapse of ages, the calamities attending repeated 
conquest, and the persecntioi*! of fin ions fanatics 
of a different faith. Society is in that coutUry 
divided into didercnt hereditaiy casts or tube.''. 
Each li ibe has a separate .prc^Ession allotted to 
it. Thus theie are casts of aguculluiists oi 
farmcis, of \v amors, of mechanics, of me: chants, 
ike. ddie highest tribe^ or cast, to w Inch «,ail 
pay tiibute, and which they sre bound to hold 

in vnlmuted veneration, is that of the Biamins 

« 

^or the o^iesthood, who arc thus the permanent 
rulers of the community, by a kind of di\ inc- 
hereditary right, whicji consecrates their persons 
and their rac^. Xhe speculative religion of the 
nation is mythological and marv'ellous beyond 
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Hieabure. Male and female deities without 
number are worshipped, whose history and attri¬ 
butes form an intricate system. Idolatry and 
c?lternal ceremonies of every kind are encou- 
lag^ed. tl.eligion is ma^tle to enter into every 
part of the business of life. To the different 
casts are allotted different kinds of food an<i 
different ceremonies. They cannot intermarry 
with each other without the ha'/.ard of defile¬ 
ment, which would expose them and their pos-^ 
n^rity to excommunfeation, to be held as out¬ 
casts fiom society. The superstitious ceremo¬ 
nies imposed upon them are so numerous, that 
’hey can neither eat nor drink without caution 
and timidity, lest they offend against their leli- 
";ious laws; and were a stranger accidentally to 
; )uc h th c pot in which their food is preparing, 

' I’.ey would be under the necessity, even in the 
midst of a famine, of casting away its con¬ 
tents. ^ • 

The result has been, that superstition has 
Xken such complete possession of the minds of 
’ !ic jTcople, that although the TVlahomctan Tar- 
fais conqueicd tliair country clceen centuiies 
^igo, and have held the government of ^he 
giealer^part of it duiing all that time, wj^h all 
die advantages attending the possession of power 
-iiid riches, they do net afnount to iihove a tenth 

the population. The triumph of superstition 
o\er power, therefore, has* in that country been 

Vor,. I 7. 
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complete, seeing that, tinder the greatest disad¬ 
vantages, it has resisted evei'y effort for its over- 
throvV. Xhe blind superstition of the Hindoos 
appears to have fixed almost indelible marks 
upon their character, aiid even upon tlicir phy¬ 
sical constitution. From living for ages under 
the habitual terror of offending some invisible 
power, of neglecting some ceremony, or of giving 
some offence to the priests, who arc accounted the 
favourite offspring of one oi their gods, they hav-e 
acquired a timid aqd feeble intellectual charac¬ 
ter, and even their bodily strength is diminished. 
In war they can be made in crouds to rush into 
danger; but it is without self-command, like 
persons under the influence of intoxication. 
Hence, although they can use, and even encoun¬ 
ter fire-arms at a distance,* and w hen u ounded 
and dying continue to fight like men under the 
influence of despair, yet they have never been 
able, coolly and deliberately^ to look danger in 
the face, and to advance steadily against the 
bayonets of an enemy. There is evidently a 
defect in their intellect^ial nature, or a Want of 
self-command, derived from the habitual fears 
and superstitious weakness under which, for 
ages, tiiey have been educated. Hence no pos¬ 
sible accumulation of numbers has ever enabled, 
any of their ..prince^ to vanquish in the field an 
European a.rmy of 5000 men. < 

In pi dinary labour, the same defect of energy 
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appears. A Hindoo carpenter executes his 
task in a vei'y neat and sulHcicnt manner; but 
the tools which he uses are of a small size, and 
suggest .the idea that they were intended for 
children. If a beam, w^rich an English carpen¬ 
ter would turn aside with his foot, is to be re¬ 
moved out of the way, the Hindoo must have 
the assistance of a iabouicr; and thus, by the 
aid of numbers, they cndc.ivmur to find a remedy 
"^or their individual weakness. 

TThis wai:t of voluntary power, or intellectual 
and corporeal cneig^’, is not the result of the 
climate. On passing the Chittagong, a small 
riv’cr to the easLwaid of Calcutta, the territory 
of a dilFcrcnL people, the Birmans, Cvunrneiiccs. 
Xlicir religion, likp that of the Hindoos, pio- 
hibis the use of animal food, but only as a 
moral p co. pt, in the same manner as drunken- 
ncs-. IS prohibited by the Christian religion. Tlie 
Birmans arc idola\crs, and worship tlie image of 
' one I'avouu tc deity, called Biiclho ; but they liave 
no div'isi^in into casts, and no hereditary or esta¬ 
blished priesthood, cxcbpting a voliu'tary order 
of monks, winch a*ny person may enter. They 
halve f/wv or no icligious ceremonies. Rch-fhon 
sits as lightly upon them as upem 
Clnistians; and they..pcrsecvic nobody for reli¬ 
gious opinions or practices* Th<i* result i'~, that 
although they live in a climate pcrlfcctly similar 
to that of Bengal, and use the same food with 

1 o 
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the Hindoos, tlieir character is altogether dif¬ 
ferent. 

In war the Birmans possess complete intrepidi¬ 
ty. About the middle of the late century, their 
country was overrun by a neighbouring people 
of similar manners; but it was found that no- 
tfiing short of extermination could render the 
conquest permanent. Xhey cast otf the yoke, 
invaded in their turn the countiy of their con- 

'"rors, and subdued it; but before this objecT 
could be accomplished, they were under tlie 
necessity of almost completely depopulating the 
territory. 

In ordinary business, also, the same vigour rp 
pears; their labouiers are found equal m bo¬ 
dily strength and perseveriug industry to thjs.. 
of any other nation in the world. In the ■south¬ 
ern part, likewi.'JC, of the same eastern peninsula 
of Indra, the Malays, who arc Mahometans, and 
among whom a feudal govein/ncnt is cstabiislied, 
are known to be the most daring and intrepid cf 
mankind. 

It seem', evident, therefore, that their sUpci- 
r.tition alone, together with* the arrangements 
foitnded upon it, is the cause of the weakness of 
tfc« .f.iStacter of the Hindoos; and that by ope- 
lating upon them duiing several thousand years, 
it has at len^ih been lu-oduciivc, not meicly of 
inlcllccLual,'^'but of permanent corporeal imbeci¬ 
lity. This appears to establish the important fact 
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in the natuial history of man, that if his voluntaiy 
energies arc gi'catiy decicased in any one respect, 
they are apt to sustain a diminution in e\'ciy 
other. 

Thus superstition, wheir carried to an extieme, 
appears to be one of the most enfeebling senti¬ 
ments which can acepure dominion over ll^e 
human mind. In iiurope, the Pope’s soldicis 
were long proverbially contemptible. Xhe an- 
»'ient native governmoit of Indt/slan is, m like 
manner, theocratic,'or that of piicsts, and^^ls 
equally weak. isven among the mountains of 
hligh Tartaiy, which liavc been c..’.led the nur- 
:>e!y of nations, and from which a \i<iorov!s lace 
has repeatedly issued to ovciw helm the corrnpted 
states of the south and the west, and to ieno\atc 
the human species'* a supeistitious or pi’cslly 
government exists in one quarter, Xlnbct, unticr a 
visible and mortal divinity, somewhut similar to 
the Roman pontiff but with still higher pietc n- 
sions. It is not ahittle singular, that the s^.b- 
jects of the Lama of Thibet are just as incapable 
of defending themselves as the subjects of our 
fluropcan Pope.’ 

So far as devotion is a passion which impedes 
the perfect cxcicisc the lacullics, it oi^ght to 
he suppressed, and rational religion adopted—ffr 
its stead. 

Rational religion, as dis’tinguisl-icd from mo- 
mhtv in. general, consists of tour tfiings. hiist. 
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of a knowledge of the existence and character 
of the Author of the universe ; Secondly, of an 
accjuainLance with the relation iit w hich we are 
placed wath regard to him; "khirdly, it consists cf 
the practice of those drfvies of which he is more 
particularly the object; and, lastly, it consists 
of a correct discernment of the tendency of his 
v/orks, or of the future destiny of man.— I pro¬ 
ceed to the consideration of each of these branches 
of ffeljcdon. or, as it is cklled, of , 


Clix^r. II. 

o'r nin i.xiSTEnc;i. a^sd ciiap.act^k. os i 

nni r Y. 


‘ J’he rational belief of the existence of a D^nty 
rests upon the following principle; There car* 
be no change without a sufficient reason for its 
taking ^lace; there can be no motion without a 
*m'?5ver; no contrivance without a contriver; no 
building witliQut a htiiltler; no piece of mecha¬ 
nism without a mechanic; and no w oik oi art 
wdthout an artist. If‘a contrivance' exhibit un- 
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common, ingenuity, the contriver must possess 
uncommoii skill; and if a building be immense¬ 
ly great, the builder must have possessed im- 
mease power. 

The structure of the Rniverse at large, and of 
the various plants and animals that this world 
contains, exhibits so many instances of skilful 
contrivance and arrangement, that we cannot 
avoid acknowledging it to be a work of art. In 
a dialogue mentioned* by Xenophon between 
Socrates and Aristodemus sceptic, it is jrfSily 
remarked by Socrates, that “ it is evidently ap- 
“ parent, that lie who at the beginning made 
** man, endued him with senses, because they 
“ were good for him;—eyes, herewith to be- 

“ hold whatever was visible, and ears to hear 
whatever wxis to ‘be heard. For say to what 
purpose should odours be prepared, if the 
sense of smelling had been denied? Or why 
the distinctions ^1*bitter and sweet, of savoury 
“ and unsavoury, unless a palate Iiad been hke- 
wdse given, conveniently placed, to arbitiatc 
“ between them, and declare the difference? Is 
not that Providence In a most eminent maii- 
ncr conspicuous which because the cy^ of 
“ man is so delicate in its contextiy^, hath 
therefore prepared eyelids, like doors, wheTe!?^ 
to secure it, which ex’tend thernselves w lien- 
ever it is needful, and again close when sleep 
‘ approaches?-Are not these eyelids'*providcd. 
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‘‘ as it were, with a fence on the edge of them, 

“ to keep off the wind, and guard the eye? 

•' Kven the eyebrow itself is not without its 
“ oflice, but, as a pent-house, is prepare^ to turn 
oil' the sweat, which, falling from the forehead, 
“ might enter and annoy that no less tender 
“•than astonishing part of us. Is it not to be 
“ admired, that the ears should take m sounds of 
“ exery sort; and yet are not too much filled 
,^^^^ iLh the n?—That the fore-teech of the animal 
“ should be formed ,’n such a manner as is evi- 
“ dently best suited for the cutting of its food, 
“ as those on the side for grinding it to pieces^—■ 
“ That the mouth, through which this food is 
“ conveyed, should be placed so near the nose 
“• and the eyes, as to preven^ the passing unno - 
“ ticcd whatex er is unfit for hourishment; while 
“ Natuie, on the contrary, hath set at a distance, 
“ and concealed from the senses, all that might 
“ disgust or any w ay oifend J^icm? And canst 
“ thou still doubt, Aristodemus, whether a dispo- 
“ sition of parts like this should be the work of 
“ chance, or of wdsdom and contfivance ?” 

Indeed, in every production of nature, so 
much art is displayed, that w^e are, as ij, were, 
_^C(^)mpolL^d to confess that this universe has been 
coutiivcd and arranged^ by Intelligence or 
Mind, and by^a very skilful mind too. It 
evident, however, that the objects of Nature 
could nht contrive and arrange thcmsclvcf. 



OF THE DEI IY. 


361 

ISTeither we nor our fathers could, contrive the 
Circulation of the blood in our veins, for it is 
t^nly of late that we became acquainted with the 
fact. AVe must, therefore, conclude, that there 
exists a wonderful Mine?, superior to man, which 
devised and arranged our constitution, and the 
objects by which we are surrounded. 

. But the validity of this argument has been 
disputed. Without denyitig that instances of 
design or of skilful intelligence do appear ip - 
Nature, it has been allegt:d that these do not 
prove the point in question. It has been asserted, 
tr at the existence of an intelligent Contriver and 
Maker of the universe is merely a supposition ; 
tiiat we can only observe the facts or events 
that occur in Nature; and are cdtogcther igiK'- 
rant of the causes 6r energies, if any such exist, 
which p'roduce these events. A. stone thrown 
aloft into the air falls back to the ground; Wc 
know the fact, -^lAit the cause or energy that 
makes it to dy towards the earth is altogetlici 
unknown, and w e have no means of investiga 
tiMg it. In like manner, we sec plants and ani - 
mals on this globtf ; but the invisible energy that 
rcars^and supxrorts them cannot be investigated 
or known by man. We may 
created by some being, but^the truth of this sup¬ 
position can never be prpved. ^-Even when we 
have made the supposition, we ha.ve only placed 
the difficulty a step farther off, but hiive not re- 
movfed it; for the question still, returns. Who 



made this being? Xhe Indian priests supposed 
the ^\0^1d to rest on a huge elephant, and the 

elephant; on a huge tortoise. When asked on 

$ 

what the tortoise rested? Xhey said they could 
not tell. Had they ncfi, better have acknow¬ 
ledged at once their igiaorance concerning the 
foundations of the earth; and had not we better 
acknowledge our ignorance of the causes of the 
appearances and ev'ents that occur around us, 
aipd avoid making suppositions, the truth of" 
which v/c cannot pojsibly know? 

I have stated this objection in all its force, be¬ 
cause it affords an opportunity of explaining 
fairly the nature of the proof upon which the 
rativonal belief of the existent e of a Deity, that 
i;, of an intelligent Author of^the uni\e;se, rests. 

'riait we are ignoiant dt the essence or 
sulxstance of which mind consists, is ho doubt 
true; but llic assertion that we are altogether 
unacquainted with the caused,^potvers, vor encr~ 
giCj. that act and produce events in Nature, 
is erroneous. In moving our bodily organs, or 
jn recoUecting past events, w^e are conscxoiivoi: 
an. excrLion of energy or of‘xoluntary power, 
wdiich ir followed by an immediate ctfcct in the 
^rc^nppLshincnt of our wishes. It is tiue that 
we aie ignorant of die essence or substance ot 
\\iiich this volKntary power or energy within u., 

consists; but neither do we know the essence cr 

• 

ubstance' of any object in IMaUirc. Wc an' 
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Certain, however, of the fact; for we are consci¬ 
ous of it, that a power or energy does exist and 
belong to us, which is capable of producing 
events and changes in ourselves and in the 
objects around us. Thft power is an object of 
Science. "VVe call it IVlind; and observe and ar¬ 
range its various exertions and qualities under 
distinct divisions, as we do the qualities of the 
objects of sense. 

So far as concerns ‘himself, theieforc, every 
man is sure of the existence of an inLclligent 
energy, which is tlic cause of all his actions, and 
of every woik of uit that lie proskiccs. With 
regard to ether beings, Iiowever, it 1 ., no doubt 
merely by sul}posiir v, or inference, that lie 
knows they possess minds endued with intelli¬ 
gence and voluntiAy pov' cr. An hungry dog 
shews great eagerness for food: Wlicn obtained, 
he devours it voraciously, and afterw'aids di..phiy'; 
Signs of pleasuie of of gratitude at the sigiit of 
the person v. ho bestowed it. When Imrt, iio 
complains, or resents ‘the injury; and v. lien 
kiTjdly treated, he slicws marks of gladness. ’I'o 
account for these-»appearances, we aie undei the 
necessity of siiUposin^ that this animal poss^s.-e- 
a mind, and iechngs, and memory, and ^;cluntar> 
powder, very much resembling our ow n. ^dii;. 
however, is meicly a suijposition.; but it is a 
supposition which we cannot avoid, making; and 
c rg'in ' dio should act upen the opinidh .that hir 
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dog^, when trod upon, feels no pain, would cei- 
tainly be accounted the worse brute of the two. 
When a man sees a loaded ship in motion, 
and considers the adjustment of its various parts; 
when he observes the «■ sails, v/hich catch the 
wind and give it motion, the masts that support 
the saih, and the ropes that extend and com¬ 
mand tliem; when he remarks the cabin, the 
hammocks, the pro\ isions, and the various com¬ 
modities w hich the vessel contains—he finds him- 
seTT under the necessity of du'pjiosin^ that it is the 
work of beings possessed qf mind, and skill, and. 
foresight, and voluntary power like himself. A 
man who should think a loaded ship the work 
of chance, or not the work of rational beings, 
would bimseir be accounted abundantly iriati- 
onal. In like manner, vvlioh \vc contemplate 
the struc'uie of tlie meanest animal tiiat this 
world contains, and obsci’i^e that it exhibits maiks 
of moic wondeiful ingenuity, and more exten 
sive acquaintance with Nature, tlian appe ir in 
the formation of a shijr, or any other work of 
man, v\ c should possess little claim to rationality, 
if wc could avoid that tins animal n. 

the woik of a skilful mind, that contrived and 
udaptc^jls oigans for their various functions. 

LTpon an occasion of some importance to my¬ 
self, I once received a ‘short anonymous letter 
It was written *in a fair hand, and cont^ii'ucc! 
good advice, with v, Inch I complied. I ncv'c 
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tliseovered who was the aiitlior of it; but I cer¬ 
tainly entertain no doubt that it had an author; 
uud I take this opportunity of returning my 
dianks to him for the interest he took in my 
.iffairs. iSTow, it appeal^ to me that I have at 
least as good.reason for believing that my limbs 
and bodily constitution had an author, as I have 
ib-r believing that my anonymous letter had an 
.lUthor; ina.smuch as it is ea'Sicr to frame a shoit 
letter, tlian to contrive’tlic intricate org mizatuin 
of an animal. 

Xhc argument goes still faithcr ‘ It is a tael 
‘iltlc ivttended to, but not tlic less tine, that the 
■ xistcnce of intelligent beings is at all times 
nerelv ti ma,lter of cry ni-ni 

snows his own cxistemce by immediate percep- 
Won ; bat he know§ the existence of other ineig 
as rational beings, only in consequence of their 
actions. How do 1 know, for example, tliat an^- 
anc rational mind "enlists in the world exccptiii"; 
zny own ^ I answer, thus * I perceive with mv 
eyes a form resembling my own - It cats, dimlcs, 
and sleeps, as.I do; It uttcis language It ex¬ 
presses sentiments of pain and pleasure, and 
mikes interesting and ingenious rcmaiks.: It 
iasliions curious ma.chincs ; and all it-*- acti ons 
me regular, and have a ^^cnclency to produce 
some elfect. f’rom alf f.hese circumstances, I 
I'lnd myself under tlie nccessily. of sup^pcsin^ 
'l>at this form is inhabited a mind'sijnjlar to 
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my o .vii, that thiiilii, aaJ. fcals, and choOj.e". 
and rejects, as,I do. Still this is only an intc- 
rencc, or a supposition, invented to account for 
appearances ; for in no case can mind itself 
either be seen or touchdd. 

But we discover the existence of an intelligent 
Contriver of the universe precisely in the way 
that we discover the existence of each other. 
We find ourselves placed amidst a va^-t scene of 
revolving worlds. That" on which we live ic 
well adapted to the vtceommodation and sidjsist- 
cncc of various animals. TL hese animals pos¬ 
sess the most cuiious bodily structure, and the 
greatest variety of intellectual characLcr. They 
are all suited, however, to the state in which 
they are placed ; and were o^ne circums'ance of 
their form or situation clian^ed they could not 
exist*. A fish perishes on land ; the find ani¬ 
mals perish in the water ; and if the carnivo¬ 
rous animals had been formdd ivitlioul weapon'^ 
to destroy their prey, they must hav'c peri .bed 
by famine. I’'roiTi this suitableness and accom¬ 
modation of all the jiarts of IsTature to csch 
other, we conclude that it is lire worh of a mind 
that, discerns, at least as well as wo do, hat i' 
fit and convenient, and vrliat means arc necer- 
sai'y* for the accomplishment of any purpose. 
As we conclude fiom t*hc productions and ac- 
tions of a ina\^, that a rational inmd inhabits his 
form ; soj from the shilful contrivance of all 



tliq pai'ts of ISTaLui'c, we conclude thxt it is ii\lia- 
bited and animated by a powerfi^ Mind. 'Idiis 
great Mind is invisible ; but the mind of man 
is invisible also. "Idns great Mind is only Icnovi n 
from ils* operations ; bvit it is also in this way 
only that the existence of the mind of m:xn is 
known.' Idence it follows, that we have pte- 
cisely the same evidence of the existence of the 
Deity, or of a Mind that awanged the univei-sc, 
that we have of the existence of a living and 
thinking mind in* any rnan or woman ^vith 
whona w'e are acquainted. 

Still, however, the question returns, From 
whence came th’s Mighiy mind that contrived 
and arranged all the pans of the universe? d'o 
this the answer is easy : 1 believe lli.it I liad a 
Maker, because 1 itnow that I had a beginning, 
and that I could not make ni_) self. But there 
Is no reason to believe that the Mind whieii ar¬ 
ranges and animates the univcise c\ cr had a 
beginning. Indeed the contraiy seems evident 
from all that we can observe of Matuic. Indi- 
viy.tial beings are continually coming into ex¬ 
istence and perisiiing ' but the gi eat Spirit that 
animates the whole is immr^rtal. Xhe ^ame 
plan *of operations has been going on^for ages, 
and the same kinds of plants and animals^iave 
been constantly reprodiiccfl, without any altci-a- 
tion having occurred in^lic order-of ISTature. 
Jicnee we know that the criJjlnal Contriver still 
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oa lui’es, aaJ even that his purp>oscs are unchcjn- 
^ed. We not^ only know that individual men 
be^^in and cease to exist in succession, but we also 
know that our species itself had a beginning ; 
for we know that our intellectual character is 
progressive, and every progress implies a com- 
mencement. We can even, upon this principle, 
look back into liistory, and discover that the 
existence of man upon earth is by no means of 
a very ancient date ; for the most important in¬ 
ventions are still new, and vve are still in a state 
of intellectual infancy. But the IVdmd that 
gave birth to this world and i«s inhabitants is 
equal in wisdom in every age ; for, at the be 
ginning of our existence, he must have foreseen 
our whole cai ccr, seeing he has adapted our in 
tellectual Cvon itituLion to our corporeal fra:ne. 
and to the situation in which wc are placed 
It is idle, therefore, to inquire about tlie descent 
or origin of the Creator cif this tvf'rld. Indeed 
the question is altogether unnicaning, unless it 
could be pro\eI that his existence had a com- 
mcnce nenl. But this is so far from being* tlie 
»'asc, that c\ciy fact and appearance in TvTature 
indicates the contrary, and dcmonstiates that he 
i> alv'vav's the same. * 

notion of llic Indian priests, that the 
world icsts upon an'elephant, and the elephant 
upon a tortoise,‘]ia^. no resemblance to the irian- 
ncr in wIkcIi the ^‘kilful arrangements that ai> 
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pCc#r in TSTatiire are here accounted for. These 
priests admitted what is not true, J#iat the \^ orld 
n\ust rest upon some solid substance. They 
were a.fl^r\\ards puzT-led by their own admis¬ 
sion, and at a loss td limf successive foundations 
(o suppe^t eaph other without end. In this case, 
how'e\'er, we Icnotv that man had a beginning, 
and must therefore have had an authoi ; but 
we do not know^ that his Maker had a begin¬ 
ning. even perceiVe that the whole course 

of Nature is contradictory to*such a supposition. 
Hence w b are under no necessity of finding an 
author for his existence. 

Perhaps it may be said, that the arguments 
hcie adopted, to prove that the Mind which con¬ 
trived this universe l.iad no commencement, may 
at^o be employed t*o prove that the universe 
I'.self had no commencement, seeing it conti¬ 
nually endures, although the forms which it 
contains, and of winch it consists, are continu- 
-vally changing. "To this remark 1 do not ob¬ 
ject ;"^for 1 cannot coriccive that a skilful and 
pow^’rful Mind would suffer its own wisdom and 
energy to remain dnexerlcd. , I have no doubt, 
therefore, that "the universe, in some shape- of 
other, has existed, and wall remain as i^erpetu*,. 
ally as its Author. ^ • 

Taking it for granted^ th^, that this world is 
the production of a skil^il /ind DOW' 0 .rful^Mind,*I 
VoL, I. A a ^ 
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procJeeJ to consider the character or peculiar 
qualities of tlxat Mind. 

Upon this subject men arc continually falling 
into errors. Sometimes, from presumption, they 
feign to themselves a GOd after their own image, 
vindictive, partial, peevish, vainglorious, even 
possessing the human form, and in every re- , 
spect, but m power, a mere man, and often po 
very excellent one.' At other times, from a 
kind of mtellectual cowilrdice, men avoid ven¬ 
turing to investigat.e the ITivine character, and 
satisfy themselves with ascribing to it in the 
gross every quality they value in themselves, 
and with magnifying these qualities to infinity. 
In both of these cases men become the wor¬ 
shippers of w'hat does not exist. In the first 
case, they pay homage to a defective and un¬ 
worthy creation of their own fancy ; and, in the 
other case, they worship they know not what. 

To avoid these errors, we "must seek the cha¬ 
racter and qualities of the Author of the uni¬ 
verse in his works, and in these only. In 'doing 
this, our rule ought to be, to asci'ibe no quklity 
or characteristic to the Supreme Intelligence that 
does not appear in his works ; and, at the same 
time, tp ascribe to him every quality that he 
Tias ■Actually displayed in these. 

Ij-^, In the early agefs of the world, w'hen the 
first men begafi to Ic^ak ‘.Ground, and to con!iider 
their situation, thff opei*atfbns of Nature aj^pear- 
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ed io extensive and so complicated, that it ne¬ 
ver once occurred to them, th^ one Being 
cquld possibly be capable of managing the 
whole. Besides this, health and sickness, death 
and life, prosperity and* adversity, storms and 
sunshine, are, things so ditlerent in themselves, 
^and seemin^y so opposite in their nature, that it 
was never once imagined they could all proceed 
from the same Being. Xhe world was there¬ 
fore supposed to be ruied by various beings of 
distinct and opposite chara/^tei-s. Some gave 
life, others took it away ; some ruled the wa¬ 
ters, and others the land ; one being shot forth 
the lightning, while another was supposed to 
ride on the storm, and to give to the pestilen¬ 
tial gale its malignity. 

A farther acquaifftance with the universe has 
clearly ascertained that it is one plan and one 
work, every part of which is necessary to every 
other. Its constitution depends upon a variety 
,^^minute circumstances ; a change in any one 
of wlucli w'^ould alter w hole. This constitu- 
tior^, however, as already remarked, is necessary 
to the animals w hi«di inhabit it; and they are ne¬ 
cessary to eacllTother. Storms are as much a part 
of the plan oP Nature as sunshine, sickness ^s 
health, and, death as life. As w^^e infer the*ex^ 
islence of an artist, tl;^h,^rom ihe many in¬ 
stances of design that tpi^ear in tlje world ; ^o. 
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frefli. the unity of the design, we infer the iMiity 
of the Artist. 

2d, One of the most remarkable circumstances 
in the character of the Maker of the world 
is the steadfastness ol' his exertions, and the 
unchangeableness of his purposes. From age 
tv:) age, since man has existed 6n the earth*, 
the opeiations of Nature have proceeded .jn 
an expected and regular train. Day and night, 
summer and winter, seed-time and harvest, 
have not failed tcv succeed each other. Xhc 
hungry lion has always been fierce, the fox has 
been cunning, and the hare has been timid. 
The waters have always run towards the sea, and 
the stone cast upward has fallen to the earth 
without one instance of failure. W^ormwood 

4 

iias been bitter, motion h'ls followed impulse, 
and sound has been produced by the agitation 
of clastic bodies. Xhe human character lias 


never altered. It has alternately been timid, 
superstitious, and feeble, or bold, rational, and 
vigorous, according to the circumstance. in 
which it has been placed. 

A notion has long ex1sted*-in the world, that 
whatever is constant and regulaY must necessa- 
_rily be* unintelligent. This notion arose from 


comparing the steadiness which anpears in thr 
movements of ma^^ihe-J or material objects, 
v\;ith the fiqk\eness ijan/* versatility which are 
usualjv seen in /the ac%fons of living animals. 
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MJnce it happens that the ignorant regardIf^ilh 
little admiration the established o^er of ISTature, 
I the regular succession of the ;!reasons, or the 
growth ^nd health of animals and plants. Xhey 
-^consider the thunder tfnd the pestilence, the 
tempest.and the bed of death, or the occurrence 
of unTobked-fbr good and unexpected calamity, 
as the only proofs of the existence of a Mind 
that regulates the universe*. 'hliey are tlicre- 
fore continually hunling after prodigies as 
proofs of a Divine f'rovidence ; and they re|^aid 
v\ilh horror the impiety of those men who re¬ 
fuse to believe evory marvellous tale of su¬ 
pernatural interposition that superstition has in¬ 
vented. 

Hut the vulgar are not the only persons who 
have been misled the opinion, that constan¬ 
cy and regularity of action are inconsistent w ith 
the exertion of Intelligence. Some philosophers 
having observed that the w'hole course of Na¬ 
ture IS, without exception, regular and stead- 
fasSJ^ that every object occupies its proper place 
in ihe system and that no part could be other¬ 
wise than it^-^f*il:hou£ deranging the whole— 
hav e thence rSTsrily infcrrejj^ that the whole jani- 
v-erse consists ^f blind meclfSnism. QV ^r which 
•'rhcre can ib? no,presiding Mind, because flicre 
IS no appearance of'c4ioicej,n tlie formation ot 
any object, seeing it^o^lH^^^not possibly hi^ve 
been difierent from w^t it a^tua^y is. 
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Tif-he whole error, in this case, has arisen frhm 
a strange misapprehension of the nature of intej[-> 
lect, and of the qualities which constitute its per¬ 
fection. Steadfastness, or unchanging regularity 
of action, is one of the highest attributes o£ 
mind. It implies the possession of an^nnerpi^ 
foresight, which provides beforehahd for every^ 
occurrence, and supersedes the necessity of fiiv 
ture' interposition foir the amendment of defects 
in the original plan. Accordingly, before the 
course of Nature tvas well understood, while 
the vulgar were continually appealing to unex¬ 
pected instances of wars, earthquakes, sudden 
deaths, tempests, and other calamities, as proofs 
that the alfairs of this world are directed by an 
over-ruling Power ; these same events were ac- 
-tually the stumbling blocks Vkich induced men 
of better sense, at times, to doubt of the existence 


of an arranging Providence. A more complete 
acquaintance with Nature has at last removed 
every difficulty, and has shewn that the most 
uncommon events arise from the operation bi^clie 
same causes that produce the most familiar; i^hat 
no exception to general ruled;.’s to be found; 
and, consequently, tl^at no blind't*azard exists in 
tl^e univerj.e, butE«‘ that its Ruler'-pursues all his 
purposes with foresight and complete steadfast-\ 


ness. This steadfa^j^jiess ^is so far from being a 
prpof of the absence ^f \^dind, that it is the su¬ 
rest dejnohstr^itioiT.of its presence and of its per- 
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feolioh ; for chance or hazard must eve 
fluctuating and inconstant : wher^s, to provide 
^‘against every casualty, and neitWer to alter nor 
ti have occasion to aher any design, is the at¬ 
tribute of wisdom existiifg in its highest degree. 
Xo say, th^n, that no pait of this vast universe 
^^^liM^have lieerf formed otherwise than it is, 
-\t:iyiout deranging the whole fabric, instead of 
being a proof of the absence deiig»^*Jjiost 
clearly establishes both* its presence and its per¬ 
fection. To say tKat the ^course of Natufe is 
more regular than the actions of men, is only 
an acknowledgment that the Contriver of the 
universe possesses a more excellent chax'acter and 
mind than the frail and changeful beings whom, 
he has created. 

3^/, Another of iiie qualities of the Supreme 
Mind appears to Le the love of variety. In this 
world every species of plants and of animals is 
diftcrent fiom evety other, and no two indivi- 
,,duals of the same‘species are precisely alike. No 
tw^trees of the foi;gst, no two leaves of any 
tre^, strictly rpsembl^'^ach other. From the 
half vegclable,^^f animal polypus, or from the 
mute shell-fi^’cin the s ea-jfc hore, up to the ^most 
accomplished \>f the humal^^j^e, theiy exists a 
' gradation .jyv^hich see ms to inclutle every possible 
variety of mim^*ar^Spl* org^iz^tion that could 


be included within thl 


This unbi^unded vJtety riders thd intenlibi^^ 


/ ) 
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Author of Nature, on some occajions', Vv^iy 
dimcult to be understood. His works are oftCu 
executed uithVniuch skill when there seems no 1 
good reason for exerting that skill. The creat^ 
tion of a fly, for cxarruple, must have required 
great ingenuity ; but it may be said, 
use of it now that it is created > i'etaubra, 
indeed to the spider ; but would tlie world hav* - 
suflc''ed an^ great loss if neither spiders nor flies 
liad ever existed ? 

The extensive variety that exists in Nature 

IV 

may perhaps be thus accounted for : d'he Au¬ 
thor of the universe is possessed of boundless in¬ 
telligence and energy. He delights to exert 
these qualities in their full extent ; but this can¬ 
not be accomplished watliout a vast variety of 
operations. The fabiic of Ndturc is an exertion 
of great power and inteliigencc. Had a single 
plant, or an animal that now exists m it, been 
left out, the um\eri,c woulcd have been a less 


excellent eflbrt of skill than it nctnally is. It 
would therefore have been a less complete', 
consequently a less \ aluabie exertion of tlie wis¬ 
dom of its great Artist. To nvjke a man requi¬ 
red much discernment; but pei^^ ps it did not 
require much less t:, ni<iKe a fly. cBoth of them 
fu.d'ibowi .n this w'orld ; and had it wanted 


either of them, it v^^^ould 'h^v 
fabiic ; that is, ther^ifhi-uTl 
Gi* ^ontrivnocc exerfed m 


- beeii a less perfect 
have been less mind 
formatipn. A man 



op THE deity. 




^^'oulci ratiier wish to have been the autfiSr of 
many ingenious inventions than of one only ; ancj 
4he Author of the universe has ^chosen rather to 
the ^maker of a thousand woilds, and of a 
thousand animals, than*of one world and one a- 
^imaj- ] 

■ -Ir//, ■'J7he' mind of man can attend with ac., 
'huracy only to one object at a time, and it can- 
hdt peiform 'vigorously moVe tli-jCTPbrrC’^rffi^n at 
the same instant. But it would appear ihiy. the 
JVIind winch governs tins w*orld must possess the 
capacity ol attending at oiii c to an immense va¬ 
riety of objects, aijd of maku^g the most \ai.ous 
excitions of power at the same tmie. d hese 
qualities or attiibutes have been deiioinanated 
the oniniscieuct: anti ctt'ruprcSL acc of the iJcity . 
But as the in v c ,tiga*Lioii of them is attended \v ill 
consideiahlc didicuLies, I shall refei it to li.e iol 
lowing Chapter; in which I mean to t>..ns)dc;' 
very particulaily The kind of connet tam 
subsists between the Author of Naluie and iiia 


VV^>fks. 

'}/■//, It has been dispiTtcd, Whether the cpai i 
ty of goodne^f-yj^^ of bericv'olencc .md love l<j 
his creatures,^an vs ith ^^:^^ety be ascriLifd to 
the Supreme 1 11; i Ihgi n rr '' o' i, Twrrriy ril ^ 


'wbal we tj^'-l^ie-v^olcint »a[reclions, which 

arise in us from theV^^jfc^n it^hiembiance of 
pleasures enjoyed in cannot .belong^j^ 

his nature, j /ht the ^’me is lou^. 


mhiembi an^ 
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tha¥‘’lie prefers happiness to misery, as maivy' 
pleasures are eriwyed by his creatures. He pr6- 
bably never fails to produce happiness when ifc-*' 


is not inconsistent with the production of in-' 
telligence, which, being more valuable in his 
eyes, always obtains a preferenc^. .^eilhas m.fi^- 
the perfection or chief good of the inferior '^rii--, 
mals in a ^great measure to consist of pleasure^., 
Xhe ‘6'fdiri^r5^ s€ate of their existence is happy ; 


and J>y depriving them both of foresight and re¬ 
collection, he has rerrdered it impossible for them 


to fall into severe distress. Yet, even with re¬ 


gard to them, the acquisition of skill or intelli¬ 
gence is accounted preferable to pleasure ; and 
to induce them to acquire that skill, they are 
exposed to various sutferings. ^ Man has appetites 
and atfections like the inferio/animals. Xo him, 
therefore, in a certain degree, pleasure is a good, 
and pain is an evil: But he is also possessed of 
a mind capable of recoilecLing the past and of 
investigating the future. As its imprqyement„. 
is the purpose of his exi^stf Rv,e, his appetites^^^^'f- 
feclions, pleasures, and sufferingc, are all ms“.de 
subservient to that impoitanf'^^jp^ct. In the 
estiniation, then, Maker this \Y,orld, 

T^'^ery are objects only of secon¬ 
dary consideration. .>Xl^e t>P 7 ’ of intelli¬ 

gence in his qi'eabaatg^j*^ always his principal 
ajjv-i, to 'v^hioh their yl^’sures are continually 
sacrifV^^. W^^iat, we C3^ goodnesf or benevo- 
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knee, therefore, cannot be regarded as S^ri- 
jnary or ruling principle .of action with the 
•Deity, nor can it, perhaps, be said with pro¬ 
priety tjiat he loves his creatures. He approves 
of the meanest of them as an exertion of wisdom. 
^He^ujtJbe satisfied with human nature in an 
^imnent degree, when he views the progress 


tined to reach. . • 

After all, it is very little that we know of the' 
character of the Author of the universe. We 


can only say, that he is one Being, and that his 
intelligence possesses these marks of perfection, 
that though active, it is steadfast; and though, m 
this world, it con^nes itself to a single plan of 
operation, yet the variety of contrivance which 
it exhibits is unbounded. 
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CHAP. III- 

OF THE CONNECTION BETWEEN ThL DEItV''*' 
. AND THE UNIVERSE. 


A.S the objects and operations that appear in 
Nature could not produce themselves, we are 
under the necessity of ascribing their existence 
to some powerful and intelligent cause. The 
term God, or Deity, is on,ly the appellation 
or name given by men to the cause of all 
things- 

Xhere are two ways in wivch the Deity may 
be the cause of whatever exists*-: — 

Pie may have formed at first the (>f^‘ 

the universe, and so pi.r.fectly adjusted all/its 
parts, that it pi*ocecds of itse^ in its destiifed 
career, without I'equiring any fk^tyer interposi¬ 
tion on hjs part : - 

hiay hoi ’only have originally contrived ^ 
and put in motioij^Hie uni-^^'^e’, e^-cHe may still 
be the preservef of the energetic or im- 

r -odiate ettuse and"^ pujdJjr-cr of all its move- 
men • 
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’'It appears to me, that the first of thesA'^ftteas 
ifFords a very defective conception of the opera- 
ions of the Deity, and implied, that they are to 
oe regarded in no higher point of view than the 
efforts of a human artiSt. 

When^a man sets about- making a machine, 
i^V'Fin'drs n^atemals already provided that possess 
sowers or energies in themselves, w^hose force he 
mly directs and takes advantage^'©?.' -'JTire-maker 
)f a watch, of a cloclc, of an engine to move by 
vater or by steam* only dUrects to a partrcukir~' 
novement the powers of elasticity or of gravity, 
vhich IMature has already prepared and given 
lim to work upon. "When the machine is set 
i-going, he has nothing farther to do, for FvTa- 
uie does the rest. 

l^ut the cause of all things is in a very diffe- 
"cnt situation. He can have no materials jiro- 
vided for him beforehand. Whatever energies 
ire to be exerted, fnust begin, and continue to be 
ixerted^by himself. His own power is the source 
^i^all action. Tk+s bping the case, wherever 
ar^ pow^er appears to de exerted, it must be re¬ 
garded as e,xe^r*d by him. Pei haps, indeed, it 
may be poss/^^e for him^;|j confer upon beings 
ivhom he creates a kind of s£^scm daj::i^'yiow^^ . .l^ v 
ivhich they mav bqcome, ^n some respects^^he 
jecondary authors o*?'^:^nt^i>^Bi^, in every case, 
in which powder or enerp^<!!.f any kind is pxer^d, 
and in which we ha\ e no pi;oof that tbe^DenV* 
is proJucing^J^ tjirough il^*nr!e-d-i?,'^‘Of ci||^ted 
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we must regard him as immediately prct- 
ducing it himself. Xhis is a truth which ouglft 
to he well attended to. There can be no mo»- 
tion without a mover, no action without an actor,^ 
no power exerted withdut a powerful being: 
But in the case of the elasticity of bod^s ; in ther( 
case of gravitation, or that energy b^ wKicli^ii 
bodies rush towards each other ; and in the cas^ 
of that-'Vl^»%tf’By whith plants and animals grow 
and live—the most wonderful powers arc exerted. 

■ These powers must come from the Deity, who is 
the author of all action or exertion. He may 
exert or convey these powers by means of cre¬ 
ated beings or secondary natures ; but there is 
no evidence that he does so. In the present 
state of human knowledge, therefore, the repul¬ 
sive force of a spring, the tncrgy by which a 
bit of lead presses towards the earth, or the pow¬ 
er by which a small twig arises aloft and be¬ 
comes a tree, ought, by ever^ rule of sound rea¬ 
soning, to be regarded as imrnediate operations^ 
of the Divine force, energy; or power. “V^/eTe 
these events produced by interme/iiate powers, or 
beings, the Deity would stilt'^e the original 
and .primary cause ^ them ; buV, as the case 
^cjiually tjsnds, w^'have not the ^nallest reason 
tc^Suspect that he does not ^y„his own immedi¬ 
ate power and inte^jpsit^iy'produce every event, 
and every chginge, afi^u every effort that occurs 
'ih nat^e. The universe not a piece of clock- 
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wi^rk, which, when set a-going, runs on of dmif. 

is a great workshop, in which the mighty 
^rtist is continually occupied in preparing new 
‘ools to supply the place of those that are carried 
away or worn out by service ; or, it is a splendid, 
^but unlii':Jshed painting, to which new figures 
^rejipei^etUalTy'" added, even while the hand of 
-lime is busied in blotting out those formerly de- 
'ibieated. 

So far is it, thereforfe, from being difficult to 
prove that a powerTul being conducts the a^a^k 
of this world, that the difficulty would seem to 
consist in removing for an instant from our 
thoughts the idea of his immediate presence and 
operation. But the variety, and at the same 
time the steadiness of his exertions, gives, to 
what is called the course of nature, such an ap¬ 
pearance at once of wild hazard, and of dull 
mechanism, that we acquire a kind of confusion 
in our notions concerning it, which prevents our 
thinking much bf its Author. Thus, by the 
perfection of his shrill and of his exertions, 
has^the Deity contrived to conceal from vulgar 
aj>prehension .the efibrts of wisdom and of 
power whiclsv^he is continually making within 
and “around tK- Xhus is tHifr terror_ preye nt^tl 
that might otherwise seize ^iporT men, weretney 
continually impressed 1^ the^verpowering con¬ 
sciousness of the Divirie** presence; and th^s, 
also, do we- av'oid that frenzy of enthusiasifi-* 
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whTCIi inflame the human mind, were we 

alive at evei'y moment to ihe clear convictiem 
that we oui'selves, and all the objects we per^' 
ceive, are animated and filled by the power and 
inspiration of the Eternal. 

’^Elic connection, therefore, that subsists be- 
tween the Deity and the universe, is thaia of 
cause and eflect. lie is the active, operating., 
and immertliate proddeer, or cause of all the ob¬ 
jects and events that exist or occur around us. 
'A stone is hard, beesnrse the particles of which 
it consists cling to each other by a strong at¬ 
tractive force. "Ehis force is an effort of the di¬ 
vine energy constantly exerted. Water flows 
downwards, because its particles attiact, and are 
attracted towards the centre of the earth; but 
this attraction is an exertion of the Divine power 
continually operating. Xhis power is exerted 
by rule and measure ; so that inore compact sub¬ 
stances descend with greater force, and bulky 
bodies aic driven upwards. Xhus, at every mo- , 
ment, by night and by day, during the laps^^of 
ages, the silent energy of the Author of the uni¬ 
verse is occupied in binding tog^'^hej' every par- 
ticlc'tif the I'ocks oCi,jvhich the f^.ountains and 
sQlid^—<^f\he caith are composed, and 
* in pi'cssing towards tlie ocegp .every single dro]> 
of water that fiow's''nrv ^sp fiiany streams. AVhen 
fire burns, it is because his present power is 
''Ibrming new confbinations, and forcing aloft the 
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lighter substances, according to rules whiclv he 
uniformly observes. lilvcry blade of every 
pliant tliat grows is an exertion pf Ins energy; 
and every feeling, and every action of every 
animal 611 the earth, cw* in the waters, is an 
irnmediate eflurt of his power: iiio iljat, in 
truth, the universe is nothing else than ,a 
continued work or exlnbition of iDivine po-.ver 
constantly present and producing whatever 
exists. • 

The salutary obscurity, however, with wlTicb 
Di\ine providence has cov'ered this important 
truth, has produced among mankind much igno¬ 
rance of its reality. Because the mountains re¬ 
main firm and stable, we find it impossible 
always to recollect, or even to conceive, that 
tlicy arc constantly *bound and held together by 
the immediate operation of an intelligent Being. 
Because our actions are always the result of our 
own feelings 01 thoughts, ve readily imagine 
that our actions arcs independently our own, and 
foi .yet thdt they are exertions of that great etici- 
gy which produces our feelings and our 
thoughts, and is th« soufcc of all the pow'^cr and 
.of all the acticn ‘that the univense exhibits. 

But*reflccting men are* seldom unwilling to 
acknowledge that external nature is cxmtlsi^ely* 
and immediately produced 15 y tdie Author of the 
universe. I shall, therefore, consMer that point 
as sufficiently, established V^othput farther discuV 
Voi*. I. B b 
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sioii. The chief opposition to the truth now 
stated, has arisen from the difficulty of acknow¬ 
ledging or conceiving that human actions are 
produced, like every other event in the uni¬ 
verse, by the immediate operation of the Deity. 
I shall, therefore, endeavour to illustrate this 
position by some additional remarks. 

Men of all countries, languages, and religions, 
have, at different periods, entered with singular 
eageVness into the discussion of this speculative 
question. Xhey haj^e takeli vei'y various views 
of the subject, and involved it in much intricate 
argumentation. Hence it becomes of import¬ 
ance to understand clearly the state of the 
point at issue. 

Both parties agree in asserting that the will of 
-man is free, and that he can do whatever he 
thinks fit. The difficulty consists in deteimi¬ 
ning what kind of freedom he possesses. On the 
one side, it is asserted that every action of every 
man’s life is produced, like "the events in the 
material world, by the Author of the'universe, 
according to a fixed plan, and could not possibly, 
so far as we arc concerned, have been diflercnt 
frqpi what it actually has beeij; It is alleged 
that the greatest freeciom any man can enjoy is 
to act as he inclines; but it is added, that man 
never acts or„ wills whhout some motive indu¬ 
cing or inclining him to act; and that these mo- 
ti\es derive all their ^ower from the constitution 
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of our nature, which is the work of the Deity. 
TItus all the actions of men are traced to the 
Author of our nature. Why ddes a man eat 

the brea 4 that stands before him?-Because he 

is hungry. And why does hunger induce him 

to’eat?-Because such is the constitution of his 

nature. In this way human actions are consi¬ 
dered as necessary with regard to us, and as .ap¬ 
pointed or predestinated by tlie Deity. The 
supporters of this opinion are accordingly caljed 
Ncc^ssita* uins or Prc’datinarittris. 

The supporters of the independence of the 
human mind assert, on the contrary, that man is 
the author of his own actions ; that they do not 
piocecd according to a fixed arrangement; that 
the Deity, as a lawgiver and a judge, may com¬ 
mand andthieaten; tint that, unlessu by the exer¬ 
tion of a miracle, his interference in human 
afiairs extends no farther. The adherents of this 
opinion also allege^ that man can act vdthout 
any motive; that he can u ill or act in opposi¬ 
tion to all motives; that his actions aic contin¬ 
gent^, that is, casual, or^ the result of chance, 
and can be tra'ced only to himself.—'1 he follow- 
.ing reasons seem to prove ^clearly that this l^st 
opinion is erroneous. They are not new;* hvi. it* 


The writers upon this si<ic of* the c^uiAtion define con¬ 
tingency to signify j^hat which might have bcenj or might noff 
have been. 


B b 2 
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appears necessary to state them, because mankind 
do not yet seem disposed to consider the question 
as fully set at 'rest. 

I. From the constitution of the human 
mind itself, it is evident that the actions of men 
a're fixed and necessary, and must proceed 
according to an established arrangement. Our 
faculties are two ; perception, and will, or 
voluntary power. But it is obvious that the 
perceptive faculty ucts in a manner that is fixed 
and immutable; and at all events, that it is no 
way dependent upon our voluntary power or 
will. cannot, if we were willing to do so, 

perceive that black is white, that twice two is 
equal to seven, that pain is,better than pleasure, 
or that folly is more excellent than uisdom. 
The human understanding is foimed upon fixed 
principles, which render it impossible for us to 
avoid perceiving that ligfjt is different from 
darkness, that a precipice is not plain ground, 
that sweet is not sour, that ignorance is different 
from knowledge, and that self-command is,supe¬ 
rior to imbecility of mind'. Upon these and 
other points the will^has no power over the per- 
ceptiy^ faculty. On the contrary, the percep¬ 
tive faculty possesses the most complete supre-' 
macy over ix. It only in consequence of the 
perception .of hunger that we chuse to eat, and 
in consequence of the perceptioh of thirst that 
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\vd chuse to drink. It is froro the perception of 
pleasure that vve pursue pleasure ; it is from per¬ 
ceiving pain that pain and the ^hazard of pain 
are avoided; it is from perceiving the excel¬ 
lence of*wisdom that w« are led to pui'sue wis¬ 
dom; ax\d from discerning the inferiority and un- 
worlhiness of ignorance and folly, that we are ^.ed 
to guard against them. -Xhe voluntary power is 
never exerted, unless in aonsequence of some 
perception of good to be gained, or of evil to be 
shunned. If we had no perceptions, we u^uld 
never act or exert ourselves. Our perceptions^ 
therefore, are the causes which produce all our 
actions. But as our perceptions, by the consti¬ 
tution of our natuie, are fixed and immutable 
and necessary, it is obvious that our actions 
which proceed froiv them must be equally fixed 
and unchangeable. Xo assert, therefore, that 
men can act without perceptions or motives, as 
they are usually called, or in opposition to mo¬ 
tives or pex'ceptions, is to assert that we can act 
without^ or in opposition to, that which is the 
solt? cause of action. 

^hese truths may be farther illustrated by 
attending to the diflerent classes of perceptions 
whidli excite men to activity. 

lluman actions proceed fiom four Sources; 
first, from appetites; secoiTdly, from passions or 
aifections; thirdly, from leason,* or the discer 
ment of WiVat is most c-rxcellent andr right;* or. 
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lastly, from some modi lie at ion or mixture 'oi 
til ese three principles. 

Ij-/. The dominion of appetite is best exenl- 
pliiied in the brute ewreation. I'hey obey appe¬ 
tites and tendencies, wh’ch are obviously givtn 
them immediately by Nature, and without th^ 
iniluence of which they act not. The fiercenes"; 
of the lion or the eagle is evidently the neces¬ 
sary-result of hungei' or of lust. Man is eii- 
dowed witii senses like the inferior animals. 
Thece give rise to similar appetites. In as tar 
as these appetites direct his actions, man, like 
the inferior animals, is a necessai'y being, con¬ 
ducted like them by Nature to what purposes 
she thinks best. 

od- The atfections and passions which grow 
up in the human mind are the result of our si¬ 
tuation in this world. That situation w'as con 
trived and p^epaied by the Author of the uni ¬ 
verse. Wlicn man acts under the influence of 
his affections and passion^., then haS conduct 
ought to be regarded as the w'oik of that Being 
who produced passions in his breast. 

3 ;/- It is a certain truth, that those excellent 

’ O 

minds which act from the discernment of what 
is rational and wise, arc cf all beings farthest re- 
etl'cvo^I fi'om any kind of chance or uncertain 
contingency in theil^'"conduct. Were any man 
possessed of an .underSLanding so completely cn 
lightened as t6 prcclud-'j t’’e possibility of errors 
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•were lie at the same time endued with such a degree 
of self-command as w'ould prevent his yielding to 
tjie temptation of doing what he c^id not approve ; 
—there is no doubt that, in every case, he would 
kcl with the strictest wisdom and propriety. He 
^/ould not possibly do otherwise ; for he would 
in every instance discern what is right ; his 
Strength of mind wouldr enable him to act ac¬ 
cording to it ; and the veryi idea of doing other¬ 
wise w'^ould appear to l/im completely absurd.— 
Let it be supposed that, at t^e same time, ani^ther 
man should rise up, possessed of equal wisdom 
and integrity ; there is' no doubt that, from 
knowing his situation, he w^ould be able to pre¬ 
dict accurately all the actions which the first 
w^ould perform. To enable him to do so, no¬ 
thing more would *be necessary than to consider 
how he himself w'ould act in similar circumstan¬ 
ces. Discerning what is wisest and best to be 
done, and having no adequate temptation to act 
otherwise than well and*wisely, he would know 
with certainty, that neither he himself, nor any 
othSr being possessing the same perfection of 
mind, coul^d possibly• avoid doing what is wise 
and right. Thus were any individual of the 
humli ^ ra ce to exist long enough to enable him 
gradually to reach the degree of excellence now 
Mentioned, and both to'kribw'^ what is most fit in 
all the circumstances of *liis situation, and al^^ 
to possess taat self-comtfland w hfeh *Avould ^en- 
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tier him capable of performing in every case 
what reason requires, there is no doubt that he 
would gradually become a necessary being. Su- 
peiior to error and to weakness, it would be am- 
possible for him to be ^lilty of folly. Beings 
of an equal nature ivould be able to foretel his' 
actions with ce;rtainty ; and it would never oc¬ 
cur to hinu'clf that he had any power to do what 
fs weak or irrationa'l. lienee we see that it is 
the tendency of our nature to ascend to the ho¬ 
nourable bondage of, necessity- Erior is indeed 
manifold, but truth is one ; and the nearer we 
approach to a perfect acquaimance \\ilh it, the 
more obviously necessary will our conduct be¬ 
come. It is evident, that the most rational and 
the most pei feet Being in Llic universe can only 
<lo what is w isest and most 5£xcel]ent. In pro¬ 
portion us our natUiC become.> a'- imilated to his, 
we too shall become the steady servants of good 
.sense or wisdom, and daily"nioi'c incapable of 
obeying any other master. 

Pliiman actions can only be produced by the 
appetites, the aflcctions, or the understanding of 
man. But as these are all lh£ workmanship of 
the ^^uthoref the univeise, who formed the con. 
stiuition of man, and ‘"prepared this ■'^'orli for 
his ha*bilatior!, it is obvious, that when we act in 
ccnsequence of any cf* these, oiir actions arc 
^-■n-uly and ulttma^fcly produced by the First Cause 
of ail things, and form‘'a part of the divine one- 
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rations.—Man, therefore, in his lowest state, 
when led captive by mere appetite and blind 
affection, is ruled by that Supeutor Power which 
,coiUrive^d the hum^n constitution and its pre¬ 
sent situation. Man alfso, in the most perfect 
'^tate to which his nature is capable of attaining, 
'would be ruled by necessity, by the happy ne- 
“cessity of doing w hat is'wise and right. 

4 th. fVhen men act from any one of these ruh 
ing principles, then, the Deity is clearly and ob¬ 
viously the cause of their actions. It is et^ually 
■obvious, that every 7 nixtiirc of these necessai-y 
principles must produce a necessary result. An 
action, proceeding half from reason and half 
from appetite, wall be as nccessaiy as if it had 
proceeded wholly^ from reason or w'holly from 
appetite. Butanany of our actions proceed ficm 
such a strange jumble of different passions and 
appetites mingled in different degrees, of ra¬ 
tional consideratii^ns, and of weak, parti'alities, 
that we can neither tell beforehand how oLlK.ir 
men, nor how w^e ourselves, wall act in cei'tain 
circumstances This ignorance of ourselves, and 
of the chasaclers'of other men, gives an appear¬ 
ance of accident or chance to all the evtiiits of 
life, ajilieugh there is in truth no ch»nce in^the 
ma!<mr. The same thin^^ however, happens'in 
the case of material o'oje^ets. VvShen we arc told 
of a great wheel upon w Jiich *w^ater is made tT' 
fall in ji particular manner, v/c can readil^J^re- 
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tel the direction in which the wheel will turn 
round ; for the simplicity of the object leaves no 
sense of doubt«upon our minds, and excludes 
every idea of hazard. On the contrary, if a box 
containing an hundred ‘dice is overturned, we' 
say that it altogether depends upon chance wha^' 
numbers the dice will turn up on falling out of 
the box, although thefe is actually no more" 
chance in this case than in the former. No one'' 
of the dice can move itself any more than the 
greal. wheel, or depCtUds less* upon the force ap¬ 
plied to it ; but being a small body, it is liable 
to be influenced by so many little circumstan¬ 
ces, that we cannot possibly calculate or foi’esee 
the result. Xhe ’event itself is not less certain 
and fixed than any other mechanical move- 
ment ; but we possess no roresight of it, and we 
are pleased to call our own ignoi'ance by the 
name of chance. In the same manner, pur in- 
•capacity to calculate the influence of circum¬ 
stances upon the mixed temper* and character of 
ourselves, or of other men, renders future events 
apparently dependent upon hajjard, although 
the principles of human 'natvfre ha\y2 remained 
fixed, and stable since man appeared upon the 
earth. 

* II. * iNOEro it can easily be dcmonstrc?ted, 

that if chance.ruled ov6r thjs world, or if ha> 

tnan afhiirs wei'c not destined to proceed 'ac- 
• * ^ * 
cording to 'a* fixed arra*iTgement, no such thing 
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js kno^lcJ^e could possibly exist or grow up 
among men. Were it as likely that a stone 
would fly into the air as that ^t will fall to the 
ground ; were it as probable that the next river 
V wdll bc*f^und flov/ing mpw ards as dow iiwards, or 
>^erhaps standing still and not flowing at all-—it 
• would be impossible for us ever to become^c~ 
—quainted with the universe, or with its constitu¬ 
tion. Indeed, in these ciucumslances, it would 
have no constitution.* Every thing would pro¬ 
ceed at random and by^ chance. W'haf was 
wholesome food to-day might be poison to-mor¬ 
row. Trees might grow where corn had been 
sov/n ; and man woidd be lost in confusion and 
amaicmcnt amidst a world in which no fixed 
arrangement or necessary and permanent order 
was established. *,This point is abundantly ob¬ 
vious ; and with regard to the maleiial world, 
nobody is disposed to question its truth. It is 
not, however, le»s true with regard to the ac¬ 
tions of men. £«nce the beginning of the world, 
the same wants, the same passions, and the same 
faculty of reason, have ruled mankind. IN-i'cn 
hSve sown^see^ in the ground, hav^e reaped tim 
harvest, have begotten children, have built ha- 
bitcfti onSj_ and • have practised dilTerqpt arts ac- 
cojjarfng to the measure of their skill. The*gc- 
<<leral train and most imp'brtant parts of hum.aii 
conduct can be as acerbately ^foretold and rcy 
relied on as any event chat occurs ih the ifialc- 
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fial universe. It is certain that, if the world en¬ 
dure, the watei-s will next year run downwards, 
and the trees will grow upwards ; but it is equal-, 
ly certain, that he w'ho shall next year have too 
much clo|:h and no bread, will be willing to ex-y 
change a part of it with him whb has too much*' 
bread and no cloth. When a man obtains a lease • 
of an estate for years, fa'r which he is to pay rent, •’ 
he calculates no less upon the wnlhngness of man¬ 
kind to purchase the produce of his farm than 
he does upc^ the ferfdity of the soil and the re¬ 
gular return of the seasons. Nobody would be¬ 
come bound as an apprentice, if it were not cer¬ 
tain that the productioiis of a particular art will 
always be valued. 'fhere could be no such 
tiling as what is called a knowledge of the 
world and of mankind, it liiKnan conduct were 
not regulated by fixed principles. 'Phe enact¬ 
ment of laws would be an absurdity, were it not 
understood and belie", ed that ’iiien arc ruled by 
motives and rational considerations. There would 
be no public law- or polyry if our conduct were 
at all times the result of hazard ; and there colild 
be no morality, if it weie*impossible,.ever to lix 
in tlip human mind some steady rule of con¬ 
duct. 

*It is evident, then, that neither knowlotlge 

4 

nor foreknowdedge could possibly exist, if thO 
jffl'airs of the uiiiverse dhl not proceed upon* an 
arranged arid establisiieti plan. it has been al 
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leged indeed, that, strictly speaking, there is no 
connection betwixt the existence of an event and 
our knowledge of it, as our kno^yledge is not the 
cavtse of its existence, which may therefore be 
wontingeat. It has b(^n said, that although I 
''know what a particular man will do to-morrow, 
•yet my knowledge is not the cause of his c«n- 
*duct ; his actions are rfbt the result of my fore¬ 
sight, but of his own choice, which may there- 


tore be casual.—But "an obvious answer occurs 
to this ; My kno\^ledge or foreknowledg<^ pro¬ 
ceeds upon the supposition that his actions arc 
prcvioxisly fixed or certain, and that they will 
proceed in a particular train, and in no other. If 
the man had no fixed and established temper 
and character to influence his conduct, that con¬ 
duct could never he foreseen, for we could have 
no principle from which to reason concerning 
it. Our foreknowledge, then, does not fix or 
influence a man’s’actions ; but it is because bis 
actions are actually fixed and influenced that 
we foresee or know, tfiejn. 

tDften, indeed, we cannot foretel the actions 
of men ; nefther* can we always foretel the 

simplest events in the material world. ^ co- 
vetous^naan shall do a gencious a«tion, or a 
gp<«^-natured man shall unexpectedly act harSh- 
'Ty. Xhere is always* a leason. for such occur- 
redees, thpugh we may be ign^.rant of it. Xl^^ 
one man may have been put into g*ood hiimour 
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by some vincommon instance of good fortune; 

and the other may have been suddenly soured 

» 

by disappointment, or some other circumstance 
mu.it have taken place with which we are unac¬ 
quainted. In the same Inanner, a chemical ex-y 
periment shall succeed a hundred times, ancr’ 
shall fail the next time it is performed. A watch' 
or a clock shall go ill, ol not at all, and an emi-v“ 
nent' artist shall bp unable to tell how or why. 
The whole difficulty arises from our ignoiance 
of the actual state of the casein An accurate ex¬ 
amination sometimes does, and sometimes does 
not, discover the latent cause of what astonished 
us ; but he would have a strange mind indeed 
who should resolve the difficulty, by saying that 
it arose from contingency, that is, from no cause 
at all. Xhe vulgar do better ‘than this ; for they 
ascribe astonishing events to witchcraft or in- 
chantmcnt. In other words, they ascribe incom¬ 
prehensible events to incomprehensible causes. 

III. Were not human actiofts produced by 
perceptions or motives of some kind or other, 
there could exist no such thing as wliat is called 
character among men. It'woiild be ’mpbssibfe 
for one person to know what another would do 
next. To say of a man, that fear, hope^ love, 
hafred, interest, or reason, do not rule his con¬ 
duct, is to hold- him out' as a being that is ter- ' 
riible to the human race, and whom none of us 
in our senses would approach. PTappily our 
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speqies is very difTerently formed. We have a 
character and a nature from which our actions 
originate. If an accusation of ir^amous conduct 
were brought against a steadfast and enlightened 
^;nlan whose character w« know, we would rea- 
Uily say that it cannot be true, that it is not in 
his nature to act unworthily, and that he must 
-be misrepresented. Wa^may indeed unhappily 
be mistaken, because we may not have knbwn 
him sufficiently; but in as far as we have cor¬ 
rectly understood his min^ and its dispositions, 
we shall infallibly be found in the right. 

As man, then, is not the author of his own 
existence, nor consequently of his own percep¬ 
tions or exertions, and as human affairs proceed 
not according to chance or hazard, but are the 
icsult of a fixed arid original intellectual consti¬ 
tution and character, which can be made the 
subject of knowledge and of foresight, it is evi¬ 
dent that the actions of men are no less the 
work of the Arranging Mind that contrived and 
animates the universe, ^than any other part of 
the*movements_ and events that occur in crea- 
tioh* 
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CilAPf IV. 

TtlE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 


But against the opinion which has been now 
maintained many formidable objections have 
been stated. It has been alleged that it de¬ 
grades the human character, and I'educes man 
to the rank of a mere machine or passive engine 
in the hands of a superior Power ; that it tends 
to destroy all activity in man, by representing 
all his efforts as useless, seeing his destiny is 
fixed, and depends not on himself; that if this 
opinion be true, moral instruction and education 
must be.useless, as the appointed train of human 
actions cannot be altered by any eflbrts of ours; 
that it is hostile to the important doctrine of a 
state of rewards and punishmerTcs after this li^e ; 
that it either destroys all distinction between 
right and^rong, or it represents the Deity as the 
author of all the moral evil and the crime^hat 
exist in the world ; knd, lastly, that it is cbtir, 
traEy to our ov/n confeciousness of freedom.—I 
shail consi\jer' shortly »ach of these objections. 
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It is not true that this opinion repic 
sents man as an unintelligent macJi me ; cm the 
cotiti'ary, it rather repi’escnts hi m as a sj.uil 
It represents his actions as exeruons of tlie di 
yinity residing within aijd around him ; and Ins 
mind as an emanation from the boundless Intel¬ 
lect that animates the univcise. 

‘^d. Neither is it tru<j that this ojiinion lias 
a tendency to diminish the activity of men. - It 
even stimulates them to higher ellbits, by the 
proud sense wdiich n. inspues of the excellcAice 
of their nature, and by tlie coniidence winch 
they learn to repose in the invincible encigy 
which suppoits their cllbrts and disposes ol their 
existence. It is a notorious fact, in tlie Insloiy 
of mankind, that the highest exertions of intie- 
pidity and of fortivi^de have in every age been 
produced by the belief of this principle. Allila 
the Hun, and Mahomet the Arabian, preached 
it with success to the barbarians of the North 
and the South as .the means of insjiirmg cou¬ 
rage. The Stoics and the first Chiistians taught 
it to jtheir disciples as the sure source of stead¬ 
fastness and resigivatton. It never fails to jiro- 
duce that contempt of the dangers and the plea¬ 
sures of our present existccice, whicli, w;heu well 
regulated, prepares the mind for the most diffi- 
cuh'undertakings. Acoortiingly,^ the v ice into 
which those who believe this opinion arc apt tci 
fall, is not languor or ir>dolcnce,* rashness 

VoL. I. C c 

■ 
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and cntlivisiasm. Xhe knowledge that their days 
are numbered enables them to enjoy the present 
moment, and to regard every species of future 
hazard with indifference. Xhe knowledge that 
their life and their aQj:ions are prodaced* amj 
supported at every moment by the immediate 
ir\.terference and energy of the Author of the 
universe, removes all s^tiperslitious anxiety froirr> 
their thoughts, and .inspires them with full con¬ 
fide nee in the future conduct of the great Being 
whii condescends to be continually occupied 
with their concerns. 

It is merely a speculative or theoretical notion, 
that the belief of the predestination, or necessity 
of liuman actions, has a tendency to diminish 
the exeitioiis ot • en. Iir real life, we neiihi'^’ 
eat nor drink with less avicjity or pleasure, be¬ 
cause we know that hunger and thirst form a 
necessary part of our constitution. Nor does 
the poor man labour with less industry for the 
gratification of his appetites ►and the supply of 
his wants, because he foresees it to be his des¬ 
tiny to do so during life. Xhe career of avarice 
or ambition, of love or lovenget is not proceeded 
in with less vigour, because we feel ourselves hui 
laed alopg by the impulse of irresistible pa^ions 
‘i'he sure prospect of success does not diirmiish 
our ardour. It is seldom, indeed, that, amfdst 
business or pleasure, /hen reflect upon the origi 
nal cau^e 'and source e>f all enera:v, or perceive 
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that their existence and exertions are la-l ttiily 
their own : But even were they to do so 
every occasion, they would see rio good reason 
tor cjimmishing their citorts. They would per¬ 
ceive that, in the greaf chain which binds the 
’future to the past, and the successive events of 
fife to each other, the pursuit of an object*is 
■destined to go before possession, and even 
that in the estimation of the* Creatoi ot llic uni¬ 


verse, the activity of our pursuits is more ^im¬ 
portant than the enjoyments we attain, and is 
productive ot more lasting and \a!i'.able ellccls. 

It has been very strangely' maintained 
that this opinion overthrows the ut.lity ol I’l' i al 
instruction; wdiercas it is, in truth, the laiiy 
reason which can justity its employ meiit. \\ 'ac 
the arfairs of this wotld, and the actions of n.eu, 
t’ltiicly contingent, that is, did they pioc^td 
iccordiiig to mere ha7.aid, it would indeed lie 
• ibaaid to exhibit to* mankind lules of conduct 
->r objects of purs'uit. It is only became tlic 
iiuman mind has a fixed eonstitution and c li uae- 


ter, f^y wdiieh it .iicccsuiihIv regaid.s ceitam ob 
’sets* and evcnjis \^b 'plca.ure oi mu asinc>-s. 
e.uh h'lpe or aversion, that counsel hecona-s oi 
any value. -Moial instruction is the a^ I of inp-, 
huc.’^cing mens acticms, hy-,pointing out to ihetn 
the means by which ih.cy njay obtain the object-, 
which tlicy nccessai ily Im e, and avoid tlu 
ents v/hich* they aic formed to tear. ^ I* 1 - 


C 
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human mind were not ruled by motives, thi-? 
art could not possibly have any existence. It is 
the intention of the Author of the universe that 
ihe human I’ace should advance in improve¬ 
ment. One of the means by which this desigii 
is accomplished, consists of moial counsel given 
by individuals to the rest of their species. Xhi^ 
counsel is necessai'y to t'rie end which it is meaiir' 
to serve, and is proVided or predestined to pro¬ 
duce that end, as the rain which descends upon 
the thirsty soil is necessary to the fertility of the 
eartii, and forms a part of the plan of Providenc( 
for suppoiting the tribes of animals that inhabc 
this globe. Had not the fruits of the earth e 
fixed constitution to which moisture is necessary, 
it would be absurd to send rain at reguLu 
■peiiocis; and had not the htiman mind a char.u 
ter tiia; can be moved by advice, and to w lio ’ 
impiovemcnt Icnowledge is necessary, it is ev i 
dent that counsel and instruction would be be 
stowed in v ain. 

•■UJi. It IS no doubt true that this opnnor 
seems to contradict the noLioi^.of a future “sn,!. 

judicial rewards and punn.hmeEits. So lar a 
I have been able to consider and to understand 

e ^ 

the sub)bct, it does a^ipcar to me that the two 
doctrines ot necessity and of judgment to come, 
are absolutely inconsistent with each othei — 
that thcy capnot both be true—and that the on> 
or the other of them mu^t be gi\ en up. indeet' 
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it seems impossible, without \ iolating evcrv lati 
onal principle, to reconcile predestination with 
h’ell-fire, or to shew that it is ju.<^t anti icastauihlc 
tbrj;he Deity to punish men tor actions wluth 
• h<5 himselt had ordained them to commit. "^fw o 
modes of getting quit of the difficulty ha\c, 
-however, been attempted, 

. It has been said, that-’the ways of Cod and his 
ideas ot justice are unsearohable and incompie- 
hensible; that they ought not to he judgetl of by 
the ideas of men ; Void ih^^t a thing mav seem 
reasonable and light to him w liicli doe, not ap- 
jieiir so to us ^ . 'I'hc ways ol' (he Deity would, 
indeed, be mo->t unscdi claibly ,md me om]ii e- 
hensibly iriational, actording to oichnaiy i uk s 
of reasoning, could he at once be tlie autlioi and 
the punisher of tho same events. liut it is not 
liue that any thing can ap]iear light to llie 
Deity which appears wrong to us, when we <ire 
lightly in',lrucred “as to the state of the c asc 
Human reason proceeds as imiiied.al^ly f.om 
the Deity as any other, part of liis woiks oi ot 
ins'conduct, and is as rrtiich a dcchuatioii <<!' hr. 
ch^iiacter gnd h^T^re*. Were any i>:u t of Iiis 
ways, therefore, inconsistent with tiic soun^ du 


In the Christian world,^tli« suppoi ters of tins opinion, 
about a century a^(», were usually cal* d Sttfir^/n/ rai ujns. 
'Xlej believed that God fore-ordai'ie t '1^. t^lt ^ A Jam ^ 
an.I, at the „ame time, that he will punish men to all ete*" 
■any ^311 account of that fall. 
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Jatci, of the human undcri>landing, it would toi 
low that the Author of Nature is liable to coii 
Ira het himself, ^nd to fall into imbecility an’i 
folly; an event which we have no cause to^be 
lievc can ever take plact,*. His conduct, there 
fore, cannot fad to coincide with those prin 
cip^es udiich he has formed the human mind t< 
approve. 

"Jfhe second attenapt to reconcile predestmatioi 
Vvdth future punishments'consists in eiideavoui 
ing to modiiy the necessity‘of human actions 
It is supposed that the Idcity does not ordain oi 
produce the bad actions- of men, and that ht 
enlv them*. vSupposing this notion tr 

be true, it does not overcome the diihculty. I'oi 
supposing she Deity to liave foreseen, that if man 
was cicatvd waii certain dispositions, and with a 
oertaoi cl;a acter, he \%oui>.l uudouhteciiy corn 
init crimes, and, notwiLiislanding this foresight 
to liave actually created liim‘\\i;li iliese disposi 
lions and with tliat cliaracter,‘he ccitainly docs 
become tiic author of ail the evil, and give his 
sanction to all the crimes that m^i may commit 
When the governor of a t6wn^ore!^ec.s tliat if tiie 
gatescarc opened, the enemy will come in, anc’, 
notWitlistsfnding tliis, ^oes actually• open* the 


‘I‘hc s'lpportcus (if thh opinion were callccl Sul 
^ruins 'I^liey .helic 1 ed that fall of Adam was only ft-r” ■ 

and permitted by the IdtUy. 
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’:Ucs, the blame attached to tlic cntiancc ot'tla 
enemy unquestionably rests upon him Sensible 
ot this dilliculty, some wnteis, ha\ e tlei .cd 
theJDivine prescience or t'orelcno\\ letl^c of hu 
'man actions. But it w'ould surely be a slianc:;c 
account of the wisest Being in the univcisc, to 
"say that he acts without knowing tlic con^c- 
<juences of his own act'ions; or tJiat he m.id^-- 
the human lace without *iia\ing .iny idea of 
what they might afieiwaids tlo. 'I'he tiutli is, 
tlietc is no such thnig as j*ei mission under the 
thvmc goveinnieiil. 'Bhc y\iilhor ot ihc uni- 
\"crsc IS llie author of wliate\ci occuis wulmi its 
wide circuit. 'I'he human mind is not left to 
act at random, oi to prodv'ce ileiangcancnl m 
the go\ernmenL of the woild. It has a consti¬ 
tution and a ehaiact^u; and the actions o! men, 
hke oihci events, aic produced by tiie cause c.f 
ill things. 

Vv'e know' nothing of' the Deity unless lioin 
s’rhat we see in his’woiks. Jiutfiom tlie j?icscni 
s:ale of tins w'orlci, we haie not the smadest 
easo*n to expect.a future-slate of what are called 
iudicial rewiirijs and punishments; that is, of' 

.awards to which the virtuous ha\e a just claim, 
and of punif^iments w hich must necesstftilv , arwl 


nr 


ft. 


iVj .into^^quiCLi adopts this l\isar7r7^s. 

iS al-o adopted by X)r i\dain»l‘ci ssoii* i n iicati 

n the riTJCT^-h s ctT^i Scuiiccm 
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as an act of justice, be inflicted on the guilty. 
We perceive no such system now established 
around us. I^leasure is not necessarily con¬ 
nected with wisdom, nor pain with folly. .The 
virtuous man is not bldssed in proportion to his 
integrity; and the bad man is far from being 
miserable according to the measure of his wicked-., 
ness. For the safety'of our species, indee.d, 
something like rewards and punishments seems 
established in the case of temperance and intem¬ 
perance. At the same time, it is certain that 
no degree of temperance will always secvire to 
us the enjoyment of health; and men who in 
diilgc their appetites in an irregular mannei, 
often live and pwnssess all their faculties to a 
good old age. It is not by rewards and punish 
ments that the Author of iN'ature leads us to im¬ 
provement, but by giving us passions, and pla¬ 
cing in their way objects to be attained. He 
thus sets before us a race to be run; and it n 
usually lun with eagerness and joy. While ex¬ 
erting our talents in the pursuit of power, 
wealth, or pleasure, we gradually acquire* and 
learn the value of, those accoipplishments for 
the, attainment of which we were brought into 

4 . 

Qxistenev;. 

The idea, however, that the Creator of thr. 
world jjfill hereafter ^reward and punish human 
actiorys, is at present very deeply rooted in tin 
minds of men; and'while this notion icmam^, 
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the important truth that the Deity'is the cansr 
of all things will always be received with iiiiu h 
.peiplexity. Our hopes and fe^rs upon tins sub¬ 
ject arise from that great source of all erior in 
questions of this kufd, the invincible desiic 
which mankind have always displayed of foim- 
themselves a God ;if ter their o\\ n inaagc 
and character, and frowi sujiposing that he mu^ 
the allairs {"if tins world pieciscly as iJiey 
themselves do. Wc Vegaid cruelty ami oppres¬ 
sion with mucdi ifidignat yon, and often vvhsh to 
itT'lhct mischief ujioii the op[nessoi. W^e fancy 
lhat the Aullior ot TSj.iluie views the conduct of a 
bad man with ibe Sxime feelings of indignation and 
thiistof vengeance with ouiselves. VVe are even 
apt to be misled U|xin this point by our integi ily it¬ 
self, and by our lave^of Liuth and of excellence. 
It is our duty to labour to acquiie and to dilhise 
wisdom among men : But at times, we see indi¬ 
viduals not only Careless of their own impio\e- 
ment, but even* eagerly striving to prevent tlie 
diffusion of knowledge, among mankind, and at- 
tehnpting to perp etiia t.e the reign of ignoianc'- 
ahd of de\us^ioii'*o'verthe human lace. When at 
length we see such men suffered to depaii quiet¬ 
ly *out ofL this world, vve console cxiiselve^ by 
supposing that an invisible Power will still pur¬ 
sue them beyond the grave, and that die dekiy of 
punishment will only render ^t mor^severe at 
l ist. We forget that the l^eity secs human 



^10 CONNECTION 


BETWEEN THE JDEII r 


tiojis From U very different station, if we may so 
speak, and therefore under a very different 
aspect from tha^ in which w e behold them. To 
us they appear as the causes of misery and of 
moral imperfection; w^hereas he regards them' 
with approbation, as the efforts of his own wis¬ 
dom fur tiia production of ultimate and supreme- 
excellence. 

r)t/i. But is the Dci-ty tlicn the cause of all ihc 
moral evil that exists in the woild? Xo this 

question the answer js obvious-That in truih 

no such thing as moral evil is to lie found in lh,e 
creation of God; every part of which is good, 
and wisely formed, 

Wiiat is called iiiorcd cuil ur in men al 

wxucs arises either from ignoiauce or from want 
of self-command. A barl mun is a being who 
is unac(]uainLcd with his true interest, or wlio 
wants sticngth of mind to putsiie it. All tha! 
ten justly he saui against him’, therefore, is, that 
lie IS feeble oi Ui'enhilhtcncd. ’ Biic Itie .Author 
of this world Iras sLoicd it .W’lth every possibh' 
lanetv of mmtls that cgp bjs contained Vvithni 
cel tain limits. A gradat'ioif^St mtiijlei. t pro- 
i'ceds through the various tribes of infeixoi ani 
mals upwamls to man. ' Among memthe sarm 
gradation proceeds. frome arc almost cntire)> 
tyuidcd by then;, appetite-^, and make feeble ex- 
eitions of reason.* Otlrcrs arc inllucnccd by la 
'' ions mixtures and ‘dci^rccs of passion and (>' 
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' judgment. At the head of all arc frtaccd those 
enlighteiicd individuals who Lave learned to 
discern and to acquiesce in thc^ great puipose., 
of Jh'ovidcnce, and wiio form tlie neaie.A ap- 
-proacli to perfection that is to be found upon 
(earth. In all this profusion of difleient minds 

v-aiid characters, no one could hu\e been omitted 
without rendering the t^nvci-sc less varicais, and 
consequently less excellent* The Ifeny cieaccs 
the envious man for fhe same leason that hi. 
creates tlie poisoni^ns sn^iiie ; lie creates* the 
ainbiliou> man for the .nine leason lliat he forms 
tliC hon or the lygei. Xhe^. exhibit \aii(lics 
i-f annd and of ciiaracler on the face of llie cie- 
a'lc.n. Xhey call foilh prudence and coui.’ge 
• md shill in otlier men, to guard ai^am-.t fie 
m schief they may produce. lieveiic^c and | .a- 
iousv, and t'diei angry and dangcitais passions, 
,'qvc rise to eoiUrivance and much imjn I'.cmcnt, 
H) less tlnm liic sfoiins tliat sometimes ‘-[iicad 
le .o'ation over t!n^ face of Mature. In this point 
-l'\icvv they .U'c not.evij but gru <i. nien 

are *defecLive bein ^s^ w lio hhndly (jfi y them 
passions. 7 ,"hey 3 /e it^eful to s^x n ty .if I ngc ; 
md as individuals they cannot justly complain 
of tneir ovji destiny. "they still hoki a cen^i - 
deiable lank in the creation; for the mcaneo 
and most worthless of tlfe human species is p's- 
f'Se'd of superior intellect, and ton-ecji^ntiy of 
apericsr excellence to thh liighcst ol: the 10*^0- 
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rior animaSs. Xhe same reasoning that would 
forbid the Deity to create an ambitious, a cruel, 
a voluptuous, or a covetous man, would have 
forbidden him to create the inferior aniipals, 
and even the human vace, and perhaps any 
being wdiatever : For it seems essential to a 
creature to be inferior to its Creator ; that is to, 
say, imperfection mus^ in some degree belong 
to its nature. But the crimes of men are only 
instances of defective intelligence, or of erroi 
and* weakness. If, tjicn, there w’as to be such a 
thing as a creation of any kind, it is obvous that 
it must have been filled with imperfect beings. 
At times, the conduct of such beings would ne¬ 
cessarily bear the marks of their w^eakness and 
ignorance ; and thus imperfection is implied li¬ 
the very idea of creation, and cannot justly be 
regarded as an evil or impropriety in it. Man 
is in all cases as good and as perfect as the Au 
thor of his nature intended ‘him to be. He i' 
therefore liable to no censure nr reproach. 

In the iinivcr'-e, then, tfiere is no such tlnnu 
as enmity against God,_ JThere is therefca-‘e nc- 
such thing as guilt or moraf^Vil. does'ni/* 

this opinion overthrow^ all distinction between 
right and. w long ?—By no means. Il only over 
turns the erroneous notion, that man can posses-^^ 
either mprit or. demerit towards his Maker. Xhis 
point i^well explaincci by the similitude emplo\ 
ed by the* celebrated* Preacher of Christianity. 



AND THE UNIVERSE. 


4r., 

The Author oF our natui'e is as the poHci, and \\c 
as the clay in his hands. He forms one vessel 
of ordinary materials for coarse and vulti,ar pui- 
posfs ; he torms another, with much skdl and 
care, a beautiful falsric, of richer substance, 
and for moie splendid uses. The one of these 
\ essels is obviously of more woilh than jtlu; 
other, both in the eyee of its Maker and of all 
reasonable beings. But iti greater value is not 
its own ; it is the resuk of the supeiior skill and 
care employed by»the gre^t Artist in its fctima 
tion. Such is the state of man. To s’fime mei^ 
their C.rcator has given better minds, and a bet 
ter intellectual education, tlian to otheis. These 
are the excellent and the chosen ones of ilu 
^arth. Their thoughts and ibeir actions aie a 
soui'cc of instructicvi to their associates, and an 
the means by which inipiovement is tldl'useil 
througli the world. They are essentially ex¬ 
cellent and valuable ; for they arc the most va 
iuable productions that the great Artist has fa 
bricated : But they themselves ])a\'e no men' 
cai'this account, arid^me entitled to no lewaid 
in'consequjL'nccit. • The excellence they pos¬ 
sess is the work of the Autlior of their natuie 
If tlicy art? still imperfect, it is becajuse he ^did 
not think fit to make them otherwise; and to 
him belongs the meiit* of all tl^eu’ vglue or im- 
ponance in the creation. 

But although men cabnot properly be consi * 
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dercd ns p(y>scssin2 either merit or guilt toward' 
tlieir yet they may very readily be 

g ully LOU ards each other, and become just oB,-^ 
jects of punishment. Tliis may seem paraejox- 
ical ; but it is true. Nature has crealed ccr* 
tain animals in a state of hostility to each other. 
T'lte wolf is at war with the lamb, and the liav Ir 
witii the partridge. IN'l-in is at wai with many 
animals, because they are dengerous to liis safe¬ 
ty. W^ere a wild bea.st t<o luih from the foicsl, 
and‘to assault the village 'which we inhabit, 
there is fto doubt that both the inolmaiion ami 
the duty of sclf-pi'escr\ation w.jtild lead us te 
unite for the destruction of llie common, cncni;)^ 
Put an ambiliovis oi a cosetous man may be a . 
tlangerous as a wolf or a lion. Ifuny individif 
al, therefore, insi.st upon guUifying his aiaiice, 
ins ambition, or any of his otlier passicns, not 
by industry or fair ails, but at the expcnce ot 
the peace and the safety of <othcrs, it becomes 
nccc'-sary for mankind to umte and to make- 
war against him. If it is asked. What laglit ha- 
man to punish or lo put jto death hiS brother, 
"/ho, as a necessary agent', is^iot gyilly or I'lC- 
roLinlable for l.is actions in the sight of his IVTa 

t 

kcr ?—it ipay be answitied, TL'hat we liave* the 
•,amc right to make war upon a mischievoi'- 
'man tliut wc have to* nsake wair upon a mad 
dog, a fori'ous wdJf, nx?on a serpent in xnii 

<'/av. or unc'n anv other dcitructi\c animril, 
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are justified in both cases by the •nccc'-'it\ (^t 
our situation, and by tlie intentions ot l-’i,^\i- 
dence. "l"hc Autlior of our nature formed cf m- 
gcrous men and dan<^erous animals, not to ;'t - 
comphsh our destruction, or to be quietly su’o- 
mittcd to, but that the skill and the vigour ol 
the human character might be ttilled fortl\ in 
devising and follovAing out the means of self- 
preser\at ion. 'I'lnis the ^iri tingements of I\'a- 
ture ate aluays wise. . Javen laais .aKl tvitmts 
are valuable inslruinents of Providoiic e ioi» pio- 
moting intellectual nnprc'vc n^snt. 

d'he Grctitor of tins wot Id c c^uhl La\ e made 
mtin at fiisL all lo\e and all kindness; but if he 
had done so, the mortd world would Ira\e e> 
^iibited a scene of less \aiiety, of less eneig\, 
and of less skill. ^t ts by tiie tau’e c>f conlln t 
nig ]>assions in the same and in ddl'etent biea^ls 
t'lat all ihe possible diversities of mind aie pio 
duced, and that ilie ruling pevser of reason is 
awakened, eaci tc^l, and improved in the Imman 
character. Me \.ho is puisuni g ins c iicmy v. itlj 
lleice animosity; a n cl li e w fio is ei'terlng with 
imbcnindcd eagcmtisTTuito liie cjua.'iel ol Ins 
friend ; lie who plouglis the lough ocean in 
search of wealth ; and riwy who aic^ lavish ^of 
hie m the pursuit ol glory——are tdl becoming 
skilful and activ^c beings.* Amids L ll ie ag;ilatcd 
state, of things, whicli is firoductd by\o inan^' 
passions, it often happens^ indeed,*tht?t individu 
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nls rcfubc Uy submit their conduct to any ra¬ 
tional restraint ; and that mankind, in their 
own defence, are compelled to have recourse to 
\ iolence and slaughter, jBut in such cases, 
u hcii we say that* a mar?, is gxiilty and punish¬ 
able, we mean, or at least we ought only to 
mesin, that he is formed with dispositions which 
r ender Ins existence inconsistent with our safety. 
When we destroy him, the Author of this world 
disapprov es not of our conduct ; but at the same 
lime^ he regards the man whonr we call guilty 
a ,5 an useful being, whom lie himself formed 
with wise intentions, and whose conduct ho 

renders valuable.-het us guard then against the 

thunder and the storm, against hunger and dis¬ 
ease, against th.c rage of w ild beasts, and of mer? 
who obey their passions and not tlicir reason; 
but let us not assert that delbrniity or that evii 
exists in the ci cation of God. 

Lcistli/, It is in vain to allege that this opinion, 
concerning tlie necessity of Imman actions, r 
c ontradicted by our own consciousness of libei 
ly ; for to what does tliis consciousness amount, 
unless merely to tliis, tliaf^v/e ^are conscious, a\ c 
jan do whatever we please.^ But wc are not 
ronscious .that w’e can do w hat wc are not plea- 
3cd to do, what we have no inclination to do, 
what wc have no reasdn.and no motive whatever 
o do. the contrary, wc are always conscious 

>f acting from some nvotive or other, from some 
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reason, from some affection or from s<3me appe¬ 
tite : In other words, we are conscious tluit we 
are rational beings ; for to act without any view 
or purpose or meaning of any kind, and to be 
fnoved or*determined by^no one reason, is the 
description of complete idiotism. Even in our 
most trifling actions, we have always some cause, 
however slight, of prefc^rence or of choice, or 
we are ruled by motives or perceptions of' good 
and evil; that is, we arc luled by the consti¬ 
tution of our nature and ^ts situation in fliis 
world ; both of which arc operations of the Deity. _ 
Erom all this it follows, tliat we Jiave no rea¬ 
son to doubt the univcisality of tlic Divine a- 
gency, or that the Author of the univeise is the 
infnaediate and active cause of every event, 
and of every change that occurs in the whole 
extent of creation.—Here, how^evei, a diff'Culty 
occurs.—It has generally been undei stood that 
tlic universe contains two substances of distinct 
and even opposite*qualities, mind and matter. 
The one of these is jconsidered as cajiable of 
peretTption and of ac^on ; wliereas the other is 
iega?dcd as a mere solid, lifeless, and inactive 
mass. It may be asked. What kind of connec¬ 
tion subsists between the ^rcat first Mipd, w ho 
is the cause of all action and thought, and the 
immense mass of matter c^f which tiie solifi globe 
and the bodies of animal are formed ^ Are 
Mind and matter both eternal ^ or w'as one of 
\ O.E. I. X) d 
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them created? If so, out of what materials wag 
it formed ? 

It is abundantly evident, that a passive mSss, 
such as matter' is considered, could not create 
mmd. Mind must therefore have existed from- 
eternity. But could mind create matter ? This 
is^a curious question. Creation out of nothing 
is obviously an absurdity. But from what ma¬ 
terials could mind cieate matter.^ Mind is essen¬ 
tially active ; matter is iiupposed to be essential¬ 
ly passive. It seems evident, then, that Mind 
out of its own active essence could not form a 
subsLaned totally passive, solid, and of a nature 
so opposite to its own. One of two things mint 
follow, therefore ; either that matter is as eternal 
as mind, or that matter is not the passive sub 
stance that it is usually siq^iposed to be. 

d'he intimate propcities of matter have not ye»^ 
perhaps been sufficiently investigated to enable 
us to decide tins point with precision. A variet> 
of considerations, however, render it extremely 
probable that matter is by no means either a 
solid or an inactive substance. 

It is not solid; for'* pure -gold, which is'the 
most compact of all substances, can be bent with 
ease without being beolcen. In this case?, the ’ 

tj 

particles on the side towards which the bend¬ 
ing is made/must bee brought nearer to each 
other l^ian forjnerly * and those on the opposite 
‘dde must* be removed to a greater distance. 
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This proves, either that the minut« particles 
of which the metal is composed do not touch 
cath other, or that they are not truly solid and 
impenetrable ; for if they were absolutely solid, 
and in cdntact, they couid not be brought near¬ 
er, and consequently no bending could take 
place. It also proves that the particles of ,a 
body maybe removed to^ a greater distance from 
each other without apparent^ly ceasing ic' be in 
contact. 

It IS easy to prove* that inatter is not an ir.nc- 
tive substance. Wc cannot take a stone, or any 
other material object into our hands,' \\ itliout 
perceiving that it continually presses towards 
the earth. This pressure, which we call its 
is9ci^ht or gravity, is an effort that it constantly 
makes to fly tow^ar^s the earth, which is the 
ncareat great mass of matter. A large stone 
makes a greater effort than a small one : and thus 
vve find that every ^particle of which this globe 
is composed is perpetually employed in making 
an effort to approach to every other particle. 
W'^ei^ not the world ^bound togetlier by this at- 
tiactive force, it could rvat possible exist. Every 
clod of earth might fall into millions of infinite- 
“ly sntall particles. A stone th^o\^ n in^o the air 
would never come back again ; the rivers 
would not run downwards*; and i j^^a ma n were 
to leap upwards, he would remain 'for ever sus¬ 
pended bettveen heaven and earth,* ' 

D d 2 
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Besides "this general attractive energy, by 
winch all the parts of the universe are held toge¬ 
ther, diflerent kinds or parts of matter are pos¬ 
sessed of powers of attraction peculiar to them¬ 
selves. Thus the loadstone attracts ifon, and 
the needle that has been touehed by it turns 
for ever to the pole ; thus vinegar unites with 
lime, and aquafortis unitqswith most of the metals, 
dissolving them into a transparent liquor ; thus 
also wood and coal, and^other combustible sub- 
staiTccs, when brougljt to a certain degree of heat, 
attract a part of the air which we breathe, as 
we perceive from its rushing towards- them, and 
forming what is called a burning fire. Number¬ 
less other attractions are daily becoming known 
liy the successful industry of men of scienctr. 
'rhe moi'c minutely matter,is divided and exa¬ 
mined, the more simple and the more active does 
It appear. Kxccpting the metals, the composition 
of which has hitherto eluded all research, it 
would seem that almost alb bodies are com¬ 
pounded of a few principles, whose mutual at¬ 
tractions produce all the ,variety that exists iii 
nature. 

It might be supposed that the* attractions, of 
which 1 now speak, Would ultimately produce 
universal rest ; but this is prevented by the 
powers by tfie*constitutions of animals 

and vegetablcr, and *aIso by the operation of 
heat. 
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The plants winch cover the face of the earth 
iffbrd the means of converting the most inactive 
substances into proper food for* animals. The 
dec&.y of these animals affords new and better 
nourishment for plants; and thus a perpetual 
round of action is preserv^ed in ISTature. 

The powerful energy whicli we call heat op¬ 
poses the general powef of attraction. It enters 
into all substances, and preserves their parts at 
a considerable distance from each other. ".^hus 
water and quicksilver exist in a state of ice, 
of liquor, or of vapour, according to the de¬ 
grees of heat that they contain. Heat also mo- 
ihlies the attractions peculiar to certain bodies, 
'fhus a pile of wood may remain undisturbed 
in the air till it rot ; but if any part of it be 
brought to a red heal, the air immediately begins 
to unite with it, and never ceases to do so till 


the whole is converted into vapour and ashes. 
The ashes fertilise the soil, and the vapour is 
absorbed by the leaves of plants, or, uniting 
with wnter, is taken Up by their roots, and again 
becomes a part of ttiClr^substance. 

Notwithstanding the obscurity, therefore, un¬ 
der .w4nch this subject still remains, ;>x;t as 
enough serins known to prove that* matter* i» 


neither a solid nor an inactive sr^tance, but on 
the contrary that its min/itest paWlTTres, as well 
as Its greatest masses, are pow'erful.and eqergetic, 
I am, upon the whole, inclined to believe that 
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there is, in truth, only one substance in the uni- 
vTMse; li . 1 ) ihis substance is mind; and that thur 
God IS maced Ail, and in All that exists. 


CHAP. V, 

1 

DUTIES OF RELIGION', OR OF WHICH '1 HE DEI TV 
IS THE OBJ ECT. 


'^ruTRi' is no subject upon uhicli men have fal¬ 
len iniv,- .. ; rc'iLer variety of cirors, or more a/oss 
ab-..ai.htie ti.an u* iheir ideas of the services and 
duties they ought to perfoim^to superior beings. 
’Uhey ha\e fasted, they ha\c feasted, they have 
lamented, tliey ha\ e rejoiced. Xhey ha\e of¬ 
fered saciificcs of men aiijfl of all animais for 
their gods to feed upoifT ^Phey hav^e built ,fiiie 
houses for them to dwell in ; they hare burned 
incense to please ‘the .smell of their divnuties, 
and made conceits of music to gratify their ears ; 
they hare co^aposed so.pgs in their praise ; they 
have torn thdii' own flesh w ith hooks and nails ; 
they have w ashed th^ir bodies almost w uhout 
» eismp:, and they hare <jone abominably duty. 
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they have danced • they have remained im- 
rjiov^cable on a spot for years; they liave e,one 
long journeys; they have a<;ted pla\s; tliey 
Jiave vyhippcd themselves; they have gi\..n 
money to priests ; tTiey have walked wuli 
pebbles in their shoes; and, in short, there is 
scaicely a freak or fancy that the human imTigi- 
• nation can devise vvhitih has not been employ¬ 
ed by some body or otlier’to pleiise lus God. 

A.11 these errors ha\ e arisen from impo^pe' 
ideas of the Divine TSTaturi?. IVTaiikind a'e al a avs 
w illing lo fancy that thcir Maker t-liOeis 0 : 1 ! v 
from themselves in the degree ol' his po^.ei (o 
do good or ill. 'i'hey are always, therefore, .it- 
^tempting to establish a commeice with him, 
to consist of llattery, gifts, services, aiul sub¬ 
mission on their oA n side; and on the s.fte of 
the Deity, of protection, good health, long life, 
fine V eathcr, good luck, and hapjiiness in an¬ 
other w'orld. flvcn after they hav c become sen¬ 
sible of the absurdity of this pretended ti.Jhc, 
and aie satisfied that -their ajspointed employ- 

• I 

ment is to act .w itlr po'^iriety in their situation in 
h*fe, still they arc wifling to suppose that the fa- 

A f'ur of the l<.nler of the imiv ei se, like that.of the 

• • 

riders of this world, ma> at limes bC more ^uk- 
< esstully attained by a spirit humble depen¬ 
dence, of flattery, and of sohcitarr<jii,“than Iiy se- 
iioii'ly and stcailily perfa nirig.the bu,''mcss al- 
>oMed. to them. Ifencc has arisen the high salu'- 
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iedg'e, and -Cvill of itself come of course, if we 
proceed to improve our rational nature. 

'2d, Whai i. called the worship of God is an' 
expression of fear or respect towards the Deity. 
‘Yne forms of it are usudlly an imitation of the 
foims in which poweiful men are addres-sed. 
The pride, the cowardice, and the jealousy of 
the rulers of this world, Jead l.hem to wish that 
all who appear befoi'e them may seem det^nce- 
less and at their disposal. ’Hence arose I> cus¬ 
toms *’of uncovering the heaci, of bene mg the 
body, of bending the knees, and of falling pros¬ 
trate to the earth in the presence of princes. 
Tlie Deity, being regarded by the ignorant only 
as a more poweiful, and ihcrefoic a more ilan- 
geioLis. ma'.ter, is addiessed iii the saiixe form : 
And as almost all the religions originate among 
the ignoiant, or in a rude stale of society, all 
religions have adopted these ceremonie'>„ 

So far as worship expresses "fear or terff r of 
the Deity it is improjic", because iha lent 

is improper. It implies- tlut he n ci aii irra¬ 
tional character, and not^Lo tie trusted, because 
he may inliict hardships without reajSon or mean¬ 
ing. So far as woiship is the expression of re¬ 
spect or admiration of the Deity, ariskig from a 
discernment of the excellence of his nature, it 
cannot be disapproved of’; but to set seriously 
about making b€>ws, and paying respect to tlie 
Deity at a stated period,‘'v\ hether we are sensible 
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at that time of any worth or perfection in his 
nature or not, is undoubtedly not strictly ra- 
‘tional. By some artificial megms, such as mu- 
sit!, paintings, images, the grandeur of a tem¬ 
ple, or the retiremerA and supposed sacredness 
of a particular place, we may excite in our 
minds the feelings of reverence, of awe, of de¬ 
votion ; but these in* themselves "are of no va¬ 
lue. They are of no vise to the deity ; and they 
do not increase our own Icnow ledge tif what is 
true and excellent. Wlien these feelings arise 
involuntarily from the discernment of the wis¬ 
dom and energy which the Deity must have cx- 
exerved in the formation of the universe, they 
arc not blamcable ; but even then they are of 
little absolute importance ; for it is the know¬ 
ledge of truth, a*nd not the pleasing feeling at¬ 
tending that know ledge, that is valuable and ex¬ 
cellent. It is even highly improper to excite 
feelings of awe and reverence in our minds, 
when, at the nine, we ha\ e no immediate per¬ 
ception of worth• or• excellence. One of the 
reasons w'^hy. we disapprove of gaming, is bc- 
'causc, by,exciting^ our feelings, it has a ten- 
<^f'ncy to render us passionate instead of^iational 
beings. • In the same* manner, if, kistead of stri¬ 
de ing the Divine Cht^racter j^s displayed in cre¬ 
ation and in the course of - providence, men 
employ themselves m exciting their own feel-^ 
ings of de/otion and cf awe towards the Deity, 
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. they may sudceed in rendering themselves abun¬ 
dantly suiJerstitious or enthusiastic, and abun-. 
dantly devout; bv^t they will never thus acquire ‘ 
enlightened and vigorous minds, and .conse¬ 
quently they will never "accomplish the busi¬ 
ness for which they were sent into this world. 
Xhe* pleasure that attends the approbation of 
excellence and the pursuit of truth is harmless, 
and is an inducement 'to the further pursuit of 
knowledge ; but when excited alone, and inde¬ 
pendent of the exertions of the understanding, it 
never fails to render the character weak and ir¬ 
rational. 

3r/. Is it a duty to love God ? It ought to be 
remembered that love or attection is an invo¬ 
luntary sentiment, produced by habit, which 
cannot *be excited or refiained^from at pleasure. 
If we understand rightly the character of the 
Deity, we shall perceive that he is the wisest 
and the most excellent Being in the universe, 
and that he is the source of all worth and per¬ 
fection ; but wisdom and • excellence cannot be 
contemplated without apgi'obatioi?, nor conse¬ 
quently without pleasure. * Love to, Ood, then, 
need nqt be cultivated as a separate and distinct 
seijLvtnent ; 4t will necessarily arise from a true 
and extensive knc^wledge, of his nature. Every 
attempt to excite ot without this previous know¬ 
ledge, can only be* productive of a blind and ir- 
rational enthusiasm. 
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I cannot here avoid taking notice an im¬ 
portant subject, that of public worship. 1 am 
•satisfied that, in the present state of human 
nature, the public and social worship of the De¬ 
ity is Inmost valuable practice. The moral world 
is yet in its infancy. The wise are few. It is 
of much importance to the intellectual progress 
of the human mind that men should act re^on- 

ably, and fulfil the ‘various ordinary duties of 

• 

life ; But if they cannot be prevailed with to 
perform these frojn rational consideration^ and 
upon enlightened principles, they must be in¬ 
duced to do so, like children, by means of their 
passions and feelings. The belief that an all- 
discerning Being is present, and takes an interest 
in the whole actions of men, has so powerful an 
effect over the most barbarous and otherwise un- 
governable characters, that it ought at all times, 
if possible, to be preserved entire in the human 
mind. This is gaost easily a 9 complished by the 
forms of public, worship, which possess the double 
advantage of teaching the important speculative 
U-uthof the existence of a Divine Providence, and 
<jf deterring fiien frp»i committing those actions 
which rnight prove hurtful to human society . 
Tilio’ a wise man, thcKefore, may consider these 
forms, in a particular country, as ol' no valtle? in 
themselves, and evep •ns having a tendency, by 
their influence over the imagination, to prevent 
the purest and most cc^i'iect exercise uf the un-« 
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ilrrslanding ;,yct he will, upon the whole, regard 
1 * as his duty to comply with them, if they con¬ 
tain nothing absolutely pernicious or degrading 
to the character of a rational being. Hence, al¬ 
though we could scarcely ^hinlc a man of' sense 
justifiable in sacrificing, like Socrates, a cock to 
^«diLsculapius, yet in general, and where no dan¬ 
gerous system of superstition is established, it is 
unquestionably his duty to give full counte¬ 
nance to the forms of religious woiship that he 
finds practised in his own, or in any other coun¬ 
try into which he may enter. It will also be 
his duty to discourage what is called impiety, 
or avowed want of respect towards the Creator 
of the Universe, whether it is displayed by treat¬ 
ing the forms of religious worship with levity, oi 
by the vulgar practice of rising idle and frivo¬ 
lous execrations. This last absurd custom wa^ 
originally introduced by barbarians, who had no 
controul over their .passions and. feelings ; but i! 
is now only continued by persons who imagine 
they derive a sort of importance, cither from 
their presumjition, or from the aflcctation of a 
vehemence of character wiiich the5^ do not truly 
possess. It is wrong in three lespects: It injures 
the understanding of the person guilty of it, by 
the habit of^ uttering nonsense ; it offers an in¬ 
sult to the good sense of those persons in whose 
presence it is employed ; and, lastly, it has a ten¬ 
dency to diminish that reverence for the Su- 
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•j>reme Ruler of the Universe, which it i*? of threat 
importance that all men should entertain. 

But altho’it be doubtful how far the religious 
practices already stated ought L*> be regarded, as 
forming, in all conceivable circumstances, a ne¬ 
cessary part of our duty, there can be no doubt 
that the two following principles ought to be 
considered in that point of view ; I mean, resig¬ 
nation to the will of th*c Deity ; and imitation, so 
fl’.r as it is practicable, of the Divine chaiacter. 

I. Werk we at all times perfectly acquaint¬ 
ed \\ ith the designs of the Author of the uni¬ 
verse, and did we possess suilicient strengtli of 
mind to fulfil with ease the part which he has 
• appointed us to act in it, no etVoit would be ne¬ 
cessary to eatable u^s to acquiesce in his will. We 
would perceive that his purposes are most wise 
and excellent ; we would therefore take dehgltjt 
in the contemplation of them, and would ac¬ 
count ourselve^ honoured by having a share m 
their accomplishment. 

• But the intentions df the Author of the uni- 
\erse are far from l^mg at all times obvious. He 
often prodtfees events, not on their own account, 
bat for the sake of Jthe consequences* whicjx 
they are calculated ultimately to produce. Ras- 
sions are excited in ^1*^ human mind, not that 
they may be gratilied,*but that they may lead to 
the exertion of our intcjlcctuaf pow^cis. »1 he eon- 
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triver and conductor oF this world also exposes 
men to many sufferings in it; not because he 
takes delight in their misery, but because pairt. 
is the most powerful stimulant to activity, and 
therefore to improvemer^t. Our ignoraiuce of 
the ultimate purposes of Providence often ren¬ 
ders it necessary that we should learn resigna¬ 
tion, or to repose confidence in the wisdom of 
the Deity, and to presume that he will, at the 
long-run, conduct all things well and skilfully 
with regard to us. 

This does not imply, however, that men are 
to sit down in idleness, and submit to any in¬ 
convenience in their condition, without making 
an effort to resist or avoid it. The human mind 
is a part of the course of Providence, and its ex¬ 
ertions form a part of the operations of the Ru¬ 
ler of the universe. If hardships are sent to us, 
so also are skill and vigour to overcome or elude 
them. Man is born n^ked; not that he may 
suffer cold, but that he may exert his ingenuity 
in contriving, and his industry in preparing 
clothes, to protect him against it. Indolently 
and tamely to endure the, cold, 'or any othej* 
hardship in life, and to make no effbrt to avoid 
it, would not be resignation, but opposition to 
the Divine will. 

But if, after all his effqrts, a man shall still 
find that many painfull circumstances are at¬ 
tached to,his lot,. It then^becomes a part of his 
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duty to endure it with firmness. Wfe have the 
bejst reasons for doing so. This firmness j*- n.-elt'a 
high degree of excellence. disappointment 
and* sufi^ring afford the besto-opportunities for 
acquiring it ; and they who possess these oppoi- 
tunities, and improve them, are truly fortunate, 
whatever their weakness may in the mean tifne 
induce them to imagine.—Upon this subject 
fnuch has been said by mdralisls about the suf¬ 
ferings of individuals ’being necessary for the 
good of the whole, , and that they ought to dis¬ 
regard their owai happiness when placed in 
competition with the welfare of the universe. 
Hut It would surely be but a miserable kind of 
yni\'erse, in wdiich each individual or even a very 
considerable proportion of the individuals in it, 
should be unhappy Tor the sake of the whole indi¬ 
viduals. The actual state of the fact probably is, 
that no misery exists under the government of 
the Deity, which is not v^aluable to those w ho 
endure it, and necessary to their moral educa¬ 
tion. The Empercfr Marcus Antoninus seems 
to hav^c been of this opjnion : “ IIo\v obvious is 
“ i\,” says he, “ that no other couise of life was 
“ n^ore adapted to the practice of phiiO*-.ophy 
“ than that in which you arc now tngaged*.^” 
The sufferings of indivUluals are sometimes in¬ 
deed of importance to tl^ welfate, that is, to the 
irnprovemelit of society ; but,* gn ^hese occa¬ 
sions, they are also of high importance to the 
VoL. I. E e 



improvement of the sufferer himself as an indi¬ 
vidual ; and had a train of circumstances bejpn 
expressly chosen to render him an excellent 
beinj^, it will umally be found, that po other 
than that in which he'^has been placed would 
with equal success have promoted his progress 
in*^ intellectual worth. When Martin Luther 
and other reformers attempted to rescue Luropc" 
from a part of the superstitions under which it 
slumbered, they suffered much, and were vio¬ 
lently persecuted ; hut they also became more 
enlightened, more artful, and more resolute men, 
than they would otherwise have been. The de¬ 
fenders of their country acquire intrepidity of 
character before they perish in the field ; and 
the instructors of mankind acquire knowledge 
and intellectual acuteness while they labour for 
the service of society. So that whatever advan¬ 
tages the world at large may derive from the 
sufferings or the vktuous efforts of an individu¬ 
al, he himself always obtains the first, and usu¬ 
ally the largest share of intellectual profit from 
them. 

In the mean lime, it is' obvious that he wlio 
condqcts the alfairs of the universe is a wiser 
IJt;ing tlian ourselves.^ It is therefore right that we 
should acquiesce, with04.it reluctance, in his pur¬ 
poses, not doubting that they are wiser than any 
arrangements we‘couid have formed for ourselvcs. 
And surely it is a pleasing rellcction, under the 
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pressure of every human weakness" to recollect 
Jthat this universe is the dwelling and the woik 
of a skilful Mind, by whose vigilance no portion 
of it is overlooked, and by "sjrilose contrivance all 
its parts are rendered subservient to purposes of 
wisdom. While we sleep he is awake ; we are 
thoughtless, but he forgets not ; we suffer* but 
we suffer not in vai» we are led by passion, 
and are liable to err;.bi 5 t nothing is deranged 
by our passions, or marred by our errors. All is 
over-ruled, and rcndereJl productive of perfec¬ 
tion and beauty. No real calamity can occur 
to any individual of the hosts of beings with 
which creation is filled ; for the skill and th 
power and the watchfulness of their Leader 
have no lim.ts. 

II. To imitate the Divine cliaracter is also a 
most important religious duty.-Xhe greatest ap¬ 

parent difficulty, in the study of moral perfec¬ 
tion, is this, that it is all a matter of abstract 
thought. We have no models of it before our 
eyes. Xhe imaginatiqii and the memory are as¬ 
sisted by* nothing obvious or visible ; and the 
ii^ipressions left by speculative reason wigs ai^c 
always feeble, and ready to vaniSli from* the 
mind- In other brancjies of science the case is 
different. When a m:^n studits mechanics, he 
may, if he think fit, observfi J;he.effects of ac¬ 
tual, and not merely of imaginary levers, pul- 

E e 2 
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Ues, wheels,'•screws, and wedges, in accelerating 
or retarding motion. In studying chemistry, he 
examines different bodies by heat, by cold, by 
the contact of oth^ bodies, and by every situa¬ 
tion in which he can cdntrive to place them : 
When he studies history, he collects from every 
document an account of the opinions, manners, 

and actions of men.-Were we acquainted with 

any beings possessed of moral perfection, we 
could proceed in the study of it in the same 
manner. We might examine, in every point of 
view, their thoughts and their actions. When 
we had acquired a complete knowledge of these, 
we would have reason to regard ourselves as 
masters of moral science : When we had acqui¬ 
red sufficient self-x:ommand to enable us to act 
in all things like the beings v'liose characters u e 
studied, we would be entitled to think ourselves 
actually possessed of excellence : For we would 
act as they did ; not as blind imitators, but as 
understanding the wisdom of their conduct, and 
rendering, not only their actions, but their whole 
character and purposes our own. 

In the present state of tne universe, we can 
only associate with human beings who are imper- 
fe<;;tlike ourselves j and we know not whether any 
higher degree of created excellence does actually 
exist. I'he Author of the universe is indeed the 
source of all per^ei^tion ; and if we could enjoy 
an op^iortunity of knowing his thoughts and ac- 
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Uons, we migVit m> doubt study mftral science ' 
consisting of matters of fact like any other 
branch of knowledge. In proportion as we ac- 
qud'ed saifficietit energy of njj^d to judge and to 
act like this perfect Being, our nature would be¬ 
come truly excellent. If it is at all practicable 
to do so then, it is obvious that the easiest ^nd 
the best form of studying moral science is to 
study the Divine Character ; and the shortest 
mode of attaining perfection is lo assimilate-our 
character to it as a model*placed before usf 
When we would acquire the same knowledge 
that any artist possesses, w e enter his w oikshop, 
examine his tools, observe the use which he 
juakes of them, we consider the machines which 
he forms, the j:)rinciplesof their construction, the 
steps by wdiich tlfey are made, from the liist 
rude fashioning till they receive the last polish. 
W^ould we acquire a part of the knowledge 
which is possessed by the Deity, we have only to 
proceed in the same rational manner : Xhc uni- 
vm'se is his great Idfboratofiy, in wdiich a thou¬ 
sand transmutations, and the most curious opera¬ 
tions, are Continually going on. Dust is convert- 
ed,into grass, the grass^of the field into a,sheep, 
the sheep*into a man, and the metn into c^y>l 
again. Det us observe ijccurately the operations 
of this great Artist, and^w'e shall learn the rules 
by which he proceeds. In proportion lo the 
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accuracy of Ov.r observation we shall possess the 
saoie knowledge that he possesses. 

In the inlellectual world we shall find him 
skilfully training, pp rational beings to perfec¬ 
tion ; We shall see an older of things so contri¬ 
ved as to I'ouse their hopes by pleasure, their 
fears by pain, their curiosity by novelties, their 
courage and invention by danger and want; 
and the whole frame of ISTalurc so arranged, as 
almost, lu spite of themselves, to produce in iheir 
mmeJs no small degree of knowledge and ener 
gy. By observing the tendency of the arrange* 
ments contained in the universe, and the cflcctr 
winch its constitution is formed to produce on 
the mind of man, we shall discover the objects 
which the Deity himself is iiursuing; what that 
is which he approves, and what is the nature of 
his character, and consequently of perfection. 
Wc shall perceive his general purpose to he, that 
oar bodies should be healthful, our species nu¬ 
merous, and our minds enlightened. W''e shall 
also sec that he accounts fhe. welfare of our bo¬ 
dies only valuable in as far as it contribute, to 
produce intellectual wortli. This will appedr 
fiom the h'-Aards to which he exposes us, and 

the dcsliuct'on to which we are made liable fiom 

1 * 

so many quarters, which w'e arc left to guaid 
• gainst in the b.wt it anner w’e can by our own 
sk' 1 and care. 

It is xiot only possible to know something of 
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llie character and purposes of the perfect Beinc; 
who |2;overns nature, but even in some degree 
to make our ininds to resemble his mind. One 
block, of marble resembles anoth^ when it is of 
the same shape, size, a»id colour. Minds re¬ 
semble each other when they think the same 
thoughts, entertain the same designs, and pm'st^e 
them in a similar manner. Let any man look 
at the common sleam-engiite, and consider the 
form of the machine, the* natui'c of the elastic 
power that moves it* the manner in which l 4 ic 
\acnum is produced, its efiects, and the whole 
apparatus, so as to comprehend cleai'ly the pur- 
j»ose and construction of it ; while he lehects 
upon these objects, and has these ideas in his 
thoughts, his mind for the time resembles the 
mind of the artist ai the period when he made 
the invention. The original contriver may have 
possessed more intellectual energy than many of 
those who now understand his machine ; but in 
proportion as the^ possess with equal clearness 
the same ideas, and dtyell upon the same concep- 
‘ioiPs, they have become similar artists, similar 
and in all respects similar minds. It is 
thus that companions and friends, who converse 
’nucTli togetj^er, and thiifk of the same subjects, 
resemble each other jn their opinions, inclinaP 
■ nns, and character. us also, persons who 

piaetisc the same cmplSymen^ resemble each 
'dicr in ^heir language, fto'^ions, and* bchi^iour. 
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jiad are aptually and truly similar beings. Wouic 
we then render our minds an image and a fai^i- 
tul iepre,seulation of the great Mmd that forrried 
the umv'erse, sve must endeavour to thirUc the 
same thoughts, and tc-» judge as he has judged 
When Dr liervey discovered the circulation ot 
the blood, or v, hen an anatomist looks upon an 
anmial, and comprehenc’s its sJiucture, the me 
chanism by which its mov^cniciiis arc performed, 
and the arrangements • by which its remotest 
iui7,bs are nourished,, he tliuiks as the grcir? Artis* 

thought when he contrived this an.ma! ;-a poi 

tion of the same ideas are lu his mind, and in se 
far he resembles the Deity, Wdien Dr I^rie-tle^ 
discv:>vered that our atuiosphcrc is composed ot 
two distinct tlnids, tlie action of one of v\ihc/i 
g'ivcs the red colour to otir blood, and is neces¬ 
sary to the support of life ; and v.iicn kaAoisicr 
and other I'rcnch philosophers applied this dis- 
cov'ciy to the explanation of ct ery instaure of die 
dissipation of bodies by combus'eion—they aci'[ui- 
red some of the ideas of the original Chennst who 
contrived every combination of material obje’Cts 
When Sir Isaac Is'e \vtoh - investigated and d>is- 
e'erned the rules and order by which worlds are 
-made to revolve, he enttblcd himself and man- 
k'md to behold a part, at least, of the universe, 
-with the same eyes and c-onceplions with ivhich 
the mightv Astronomer belield it when he forrhed 
the vasi^'projection of itdn his infinite TVIind. In 
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all these cases, and in every instance in which 

V ♦ 

a new discovery of truth is made, the human 
miud becomes a more pe^^^lfct image of the 
gi'eat Spirit to whoir^ all truth is continualK 
present. It is true we are still far distant from 
him ; but it is also true, that while we parsist 
in the pursuit of wisdom, every day brings us 
neai'er to the wisdom of wliich he is possessed. 
The acquisition of new knowledge becomes 
more easy in prcfpbrtion* to the success \vitli 
which it has already been pursued. Our pro¬ 
gress will theiefoic be of an accelerating na¬ 
ture, becoming every day more rapid, and car¬ 
rying us on with gicater speed in the endless 
journey towaids inlinite knowledge, or a com¬ 
plete resemblance *)f the Divine Mind. 

But to resemble the Deity, it is not enough to 
obtain a knowledge of his thoughts ; we must 
also act as he act.-?, and employ ourselves in the 
same business iitwhich he is engaged.' Dor this 
purpose, we must particularly study to find out 
lh^ schemes of wisdom by which he is occu- 
pi«d ; and,endeavomr, far as he may have pla¬ 
ced it in our power, to assist in comi^leting 
them. Tljis, indeed, is'perhaps the Qiily rule of 
morality that is altogether unexceptionable, to 
endeavour to discover the purpose of the Author 
of Nature in the formalfon of t^is world, and to 
account it our only business to labou’1»yalong 
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vTth him in accomplishing it. The great puty 
pose for which he has obviously formed our na^ 
Lure, and this wo^ld, is to train up many beipgs 
to wisdom, or to the possession of much pertec- 
tion. When we reflect upon the nature of in¬ 
tellectual excellence, we can perceive tliat it is 
good, and worthy to fill the universe. The Dei¬ 
ty accordingly labours to extend its empire, as 
the best employment of his skill ; and in his la- 
boufwe are permitted.to engage. He, no doubt, 
is the creator, the preserver, and the instructor 
of the human race ; but the parents who biing 
a child into the world, who provide for the wants 
of his early years, and train up his understanding 
to knowledge, aie also to be regarded, accord¬ 
ing to the measure of their power, as beings em¬ 
ployed in creating, preserving, and enlighten¬ 
ing the new inhabitants of the universe. The 
man or the woman whose ingenuity first taught 
the human race to bury seed iu’the ground, and 
to expect a harvest, did a service to mankind 
similar to what is performed by the great Parent 
of all, when he sends the ■'.sun and the rain,^o 
give success to the labours of the husbandman. 
They, more especially, who by their skill and 
courage and steadfastness, or by the sacrifices 
they have made, have centributed to establish 
those public instifutions that diffuse knowledge 
and ene<rgy of mind among future generations, 
ou,ght to be regarded as having acted the part 
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of a beneficent providence, and as having be¬ 
come the sources of an incalculable amount ot 
oicellence. It was the le^j^Htive skill ot Ly- 
curgus which produced that force ot character 
that I'endered Sparta so celebrated. It was the 
severe example of integrity which the first-Bru- 
tus gave to Rome th^^t raised that village to flic 
sovereignty of the world ;—a sovereignty ac¬ 
quired indeed by crifnes, but by ciames which 
arose out of the* l*old .^iperiority of character 
that her citizens possessed. 

As the Author of Nature has contrived the 
world in the way best calculated to render men 
skilful and active beings, so to imitate liim we 
must judge as he does of what is to be valued 
and pursued. Xlte ancient moralists expressed 
this idea, by saying that he is a wise man who 
imitates or follows Nature ; (^for Nature was an 
abstract term wfiich they used to avoid the fre¬ 
quent rcpetitioTi of the name of the Supreme 
Being, and was neaessar y to avoid all discussion 
about the Potyer which governs the world, at a 
tkne wheal those whb believed only in one God 
were accounted a kind of atheists^. ^Q^ature, 
.then, or, ,to speak more accurately,* the Au^ljor 
of nature, regards daath as no evil ; for he is at 
every moment destroying man by thousands. 
He regards poverty as no evil*; for it is the na- 
tural state of man, and* productive of i^ny ef¬ 
forts, and of much perfection of chgra<i*er. 
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fie rcgarcK riches as no good, for they are be¬ 
stowed without discrimination upon the wise 
and the foolish. Vile regards pain as no ewi, 
for it IS given to produce good, to lead us 
to preserve our lives, and to cnilcar to the 
mother her infant cliild. He accounts plca- 
lAire no good, for he never bestows it for 
its owm sake, but aluHtys with a view to some 
other object, such as the ‘preservation of our¬ 
selves or our species. Xhc only true and real 
evils that ^^ature labours to teach us to avoid 
are, ignorance, folly or error, and indolence. 
Against these all her artillery arc pointed ; 
and the whole order of the uni\crsc' is one 
lesson of wisdom, and one admonition to exert 
the energies of our cliaracter^n the cultivation 
of it. 

He, then, w'ho attempts to imitate the Author 
of nature w'ill be led to regard life and death, 
poverty or riches, pain or pleasuic, as of no im¬ 
portance, either to luinsclf or others, excepting 
so far as they aie connected with moral excel¬ 
lence or degradation. He will consicLer an eiA 
lightened and vigorous ^character as the on ly 
gopjl which he can acquire for liimsolf or lie- 
stovv upon mankind^ and will employ liimself, 
as Nature is employed, iif rendering them wise 

and steadfast in the performance of what reason 
^ * 

rcquirq/^." Happy, indcecl is the man who can 
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thxis consider his cnvn mind as only a porlirm oi 
thy Divine Providence, or a part of' the will of 
God, and can occupy himselfWholly in diflu- 
sinuf reiison and the love ofW;-^cellence among 
men. lie is ti uly an ullage of* iheDisinity ; for 
he ihmks the same thoughts, wishes to attain the 
same emls, and performs the same actions with 
the Deity himself'. l l,is nature is limited, but it 
is rising last to a ncaicr resemblance of' the Su¬ 
preme iNlmd ; and may alieady be legarded, if 

t * ^ • T • 

we may use the expressKJif, as an incipient cJi- 
\ ini! V. 


CHAP. VI. 
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Ii tntroduetd in a stale of society to which thc^ 
.It e ^iclapted, all systems of i eligion, howe\ «r cr- 
n^neous, lua-y be considered .is possessed of som^^ 
degree of utility. AH t^f them impress upon 
ihe human mind a belief^ of the tixistence of a 
suficiior Power or Pro\'ideiice lh;\t inspects the 
ft.nnac tions'of men, that is pleased witli rational 
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i ncl uprip;hi conduct, and disapproves of the 
piacLice of an unjust violence, or of whatever 
!-> prejudicial to the prosperity of the human 
race. 

But, in a moral point of view, a very great 
tiiilercnce exists between the value of the dit- 
fertnt systems of religion which have been pro¬ 
mulgated and enforced, in diflercnt countries. 
'I'he religions with \<hi':h we arc acquainted aie 
chiefly those of ancient and modern Europe, or 
those which at preseih exist, and have for ages 
existed, in the civilized nations of Asia ; for we 
can scarcely consider as religious svstems the 
superstitions of the Siberians and d'ai tars, of the 
ISTegroes of Afri a, or of the rude original inlia- 
bitants of Ameiica. Leaving thc'-c out of view., 
therefore, the chief rehgiofis that have CMslctl, 
or still exist, have been chiefly in Eurojie that 
of the Gieeks and Romans in ancient times, ami 
that, of Christianity at a later period. "I'he reli- 
tioiis of Asia amount to three in number. Fust, 
the religion of IVIalxjmet, which, besides Arabia, 
is in possession of Xuikey, Pei'sia, and ])art of 
Hindostan. Secondly, the Centoo faith, w'hiclf, in 
this last country, is adhered tc> by eighty or pine 
(^y miliiorfs of people. And, lastly,-the rclignie. 
of Boodh or Boodho, also called that of Gaudma 
or Eo, which * prevails m Ceylon, the farthei 
peninsula of Ijidia, China, Japan, and "rinbe’. 
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All ihcse relijj^ions cliller chielly chcIi 

Ollier HI the lullowing points • l ust, in the no¬ 
tions they inculoite with re^artl to the Powei 
who presides oier tlie universe. Secondly, in 

‘ 4> _ ^ 

the external t:ciemonies which they recornniend 
as acceptable to the Invisible Being W'hom the_) 
represent as governing the world. 'I'hndlv, ii' 
tlie mode in which they aiitliorise their own 
propagation. h'ourthlj*, in the degree in whicli 
they attempt to iijt^rfere i\ ith the governjtient 
.i.>t the state, and the oidinary transactions ot 
ht'c. And, fifthly, in the mode in wliicli tliey 
regulate domestic society, or the law of mar- 
1 lage. 

Xhe religion of the ain^ienl Creeks and Ro¬ 
mans scarcely appears to deserc e the name of a 
system of faith. *It seems to have been little 
inoie than the superstitions of tiie vulgar, adorn¬ 
ed by their poets, and somewhat dignified by 
legends boriowcd from the Egyptian or Asiatn. 
religions, and imjjorled at dilleient jicnods by 
travellcis and philosophei’s. * 

Excepting that the Greeks borrowed the first 
I viJliments *of their literature from tlie nearest 
eouuneicial people, ih^ Phccnicians, and per¬ 
haps a little of their geometry and agricultifi-e 
fiom Egypt, the \ ariot*. arts of life appear to.’ 
h.ivc grown up among tjiein hy a gradual pro- 
g,i<-S', and by that ti.iiu of Tmjirwveinemt in 
y^k'^h it is’n.itui.i] tor the liuman mind pro- 
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cccd. Xhcri* in like manner, apt>cars 

to ha\e I'jccii the icsiilt of that oidnicn y tiain of 
ihonght, in consccpience of w Inch a rndc people 
aic led to asciibc th<^ great variety of everts and 
appearances wliicli this world exhibits to the 
4 ..pe.ation of a corresponding variety of super¬ 
intending beings \\ ho inhabit tlie an, the ocean, 
and the land. Indeed a gicat number of their 
di\inities arc so ob\ loiisLv the creature^ of \ li1- 
ipu' supei stition, tliat thes 4, in be consideicd a*; 
having possessed little*” Ingiiei importance than 
that which was ascribed, three ccntuiics ago, in 
laurope, to the elves or fan ies, w hc'ise power was 
feared by tb.e ignoiant, and whose exjiloits wcic 
celebrated by the poets. 'I'hey had the '•aine, 
passiijns that occupy the minds of men and wo- 
men, and only diileicd from *Lheni in jiowc; In 
geneial, however, they ])os'rs.ed the follow ing 
cuialities : they were cncmiespif opjire’^suai and 
fraud, and [iiolcctcd the innocent; while, at 
the same tune, each of lli'*se di\initics had h i 
owm office or portiorf i^f fen'itory allotted to him, 
beyond which his power was not c.xerted. ,<• 

two qualities produced the gc>f>d eilects of cn- 
rouraging intepp'ity antj humanity of condv<', 
and at the'same time <if banishing till religion^ 
'.quaricls from the world.' \Vlieti llie Romans 
made war iijjon* a neighbouring city, they began 
their operaUoiw> hy ofl'cging sacrifices to the gods 
ho finriderl o'er it, jirmmtmg diem, if th( v 
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would cliange t]ic4r party, richer ,oirci*ings and. 
more splendid temples than they had heictoforc 
■possessed. If the city was taken, ilicy conclu¬ 
ded that it was because its /^ods Jiad forsaken 
It, and had come ovev to Ae Romans, who for 
the fiituie adopted tlicm into the number of 
iheu' tiisinities. i lie I^omans continued to»takc 
to\Rns, anxl to gain the favour of new gotls, till 
they hud about 40,000 of the latter in the list 
of theip deities. 

A religion of this sort,* being little more “Ilian 
a mere popular superstition, took a very light 
hold of tlie minds of men, and was chicily sup- 
poited by the magisli ales-of dillercnt stales, to 
gi\e aid to tlie laws iii the preservation of the 
"vsrder of society. With this view magnifcent 
temples v. eic liuillf iiiid piiesls were appointed 
to odkiate in them ; but these piiests were usu-. 
ail'y liotlniig more than the ordinary magistrates, 
who consideied ttn.ii ollice as more of a politi¬ 
cal than of a religious natuic. 

Accordingly it apprgrs tjiat, at a very caily 
per-od, private^ wicicl.es wc-ic instituted, into 
w}i,.ch members were miLiulcd with .solemn 
oallis of secrecy, or tliat they must ceun cal 
eiliaievcr l^iey iniglit .see or hear tlie re. T^ie* 

chied'of these socictie.s was culled llie KJeu^in'um 
Ah/^toj/ ; and it appoats^that thc.secret icwealed 
to the initiated consisted of infti’imation, that tlie 
popular idolatrous supcidtition of the stat'j 
VoL. I. f' 
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altogether a I'ction, supported for political con- 
'N cmency ; that in truth there exists only one 
Supreme Deity, the creator of the heavens and 
llie earth, who wiil bestow immortality upon the 
souls of virtuous men. W*e are told that, a few 
days after he was initiated into these mysteries, 
Alci'biades the Athenian, in a frolic, contemptu¬ 
ously overturned a statue ()f the gt>d Mercury. 
As the initiated never gave countenance to those 
\\ Jio 25ublicly treated the national religion with 
confenn^t, it was onl) in consequence of his 
great pojiularity that he escaped caj^iital coi;- 
tlemnation on account of his impiety. 

J3ut in j5roportiorv as knowledge was more 
difl'used, and the common peoj:)le discovered the 
contenijit with which intelligent men treated* 
their leligion, it lost its inllucnce, and was dy¬ 
ing a sort of natural death at the time when 
Christianity was introducetl into the woild. 

The popular religion of thC Greeks and Ro¬ 
mans, therefore, possessed these advantages, that 
It interfered very {-lightly, with the all'aiis of 
life ; it could scarcely be said to inculcate erio- 
neous doctrines, because it consisted meiely,,of 
superstitious notions and practices, which weie 
e^ily got-quit of, in proi^ortion as.thc liuihay 
. mind improved. 

Of the present rcligibns of Asia, tliat of the 
Mahometans is tthe niost interesting to linro- 
pean:^ on account of. the influence which it has 
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Kacl upon the history of nations. »Previous to 
the lime of Mahomet, the Arabians were idola¬ 
ters, or they worshipjied the host of heaven, that 
is, the sun, moon, and stars, which?they considered, 
as beings presiding ovd? the affairs ot this v^orld. 
Mahomet was a refoimer, and consequently, in 
some degree, an enthusiast. He rcproached*his 
countrymen w'itli their idolatry, and assumed 
the character of a prophet,‘to assert w'ith greater 
energy tlic most important of all speculatite 
trutlis, that of the Cinity of the Divine Natur^. 
He borrowed from the Christians of his time the 
doctrine of a future state of happiness and mi¬ 
sery ; and by its aid he contrived to excite in his 
countrymen the most enthusiastic zeal for the 
propagation of the great truth, that there is only 
one God, llie creator and ruler of the w orld. 

The religion established by Mahoirict lias some 
vciy impoitant peculiarities. In the /f/or place, 
it has an infallible *book, which in the cotmtries 
where it is adopted is regarded as the law of the 
land, and regulates tl>e decision of c'entrovertcd 
causes in all couyts of justice, together w ith the 
rigli^s and interests of**ditlerent orders of men. 
But an infallible law for the regulation of ordi- 
niyry* alfairs is aKvays an evil, as it rerrders per,- 
petual whatever sorts of error or of *ill govern¬ 
ment have been once inft’oduced.® Such a book, 
at thd time,when it was written, mr^ighjL perhaps 
be an useful-w'oik, and contain many valuable 
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maxims anc\ rules for adjusting all kinds of busi¬ 
ness ; but human alTairs, to proceed well, must 
be in a state of improvement, that is, in a state 
of change to wlliUt is better. Such a book, how ¬ 
ever, has a tendency to* oblige the nation that 
adopts it to stand still, and consequently to re¬ 
main behind other nations. Hence they have 
all the chances of falling back into barbarism 
that allect their neighbours, whilst there exists 
no possibility of their afcl.\ancing farther in im- 
piO\eincnt. 

The ISIahometan law likewise enjoins to its 
followers the observance of a number of daily 
ceremonies, consisting of prayeis and wasliings 
at stated intervals, which tend to fix dow n su¬ 
perstition upon the linman mind. d'he dutv 
also which is imposed upon»evcry individual, id 
making a pilgrimage to Mecca once in his lite, 
has the same tendency m a gical dcgiee. 

As Mahomet was a reformer, and was resisted 
by force, he w a,s tempted to -authoiise the pro- 
pogation of his religion by the same means by 
which It bad been opposed, and to stiginatisv In. 
own enemies a,s the enemies of Goil. 'I'his lias 
produced m his followers a spirit of extreme in- 
toleiance, which has a tendency to render*ikeii 
intellectual improvement extremely diilicult. 
The same sprrit leads^them to oppress, though 
they are prob|’bitcd to exterminate, the naiioU’ 
w^pm they conquer! This has given rise to a 
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liioit unnatural state of society in sonae countries 
which have been conquered by the followers ot 
Mahomet. 

Cj;fore the Turks, m ho ere^originally Tar¬ 
tars, subdued the Greek emf5ire, they hud been 
long enough settled in the countries near tlie 
Caspian Sea to acquire the religion of a m»ie 
civilr/.ed people. By the time they subdued the 
countiy round ConstanLiiuq>le, and at last the 
city Itself, they were beccane /.calous Maliome- 
tans, whilst the naPi6ns o-^er whom they esT!i»« 
blished their dominion consisted of no less 7.ca-» 
lous Christians. I lence a line of separation was 
drawn between the conquerors and the conquer¬ 
ed, which tune ha-, not been able to obliterate. 
OAe half of the state consists of masteis, and the 
other of an oppressed people. In other nations, 
the evils of conejuest have been temporary j be¬ 
cause in a short time the victor add the van¬ 
quished, mingling tn the ties of allimty, have 
ceased to be tlislinguished from each other, and 
hare coalesced into one connnon people ; but in 
I'uikev, to this day, the invader is know^n from 
the i^atire. 'j'heir respoctiv'c religions have fixed 
upon tbem a mark, which lias proved as indeli¬ 
ble^ a? that by winch, in otir West India islands, 
>Jalurc clistinl^uishes the.negro slave from his lau- * 
ropean master. Hence theCl'urks cQntinne to act 
the partcjf insolent oppressofs to llioir subjects the 
fbecks ; while* the latter, accustomed to insvilt''. 



r>IKF£RE>JT RELIGIONS COMPARED. 


and Lo a seiise of inferiority, have acquired the 
charactciistic'> of slaves in sincerity and cowar¬ 
dice. d'hus an internal di\ision exists ainon;^ 
the people, vhi>vh degrades the chaiacter of one 
half of the nation, while it renders the other 
haughty and unjust. Xhc same evil has existed, 
during many centuries in Hindostan. Befoic 
the conquest of it by the IMogiil oi 'I'artai prin¬ 
ces, these princes Jiad embiaced I lie Maho¬ 
metan faith. Xheir nev subjects, the Hindoos, 
adl.eied, as formerly menta .letl, to tlie leligion 
of then ancestors with still moic obstinacy than 
the Greek Ghiistians ha\e done against the 
Xuiks ; and the result has been smiiiar. 'I'he 
feebleness of chaiacter which their ancient su¬ 
perstition had piocluced was augmented, and so¬ 
ciety was retained in a vtplent and unnatuial 
state. 

But peril,iq>s the most unpoitant pait of tlie 
Mahometan leligion is that \.hich relates to the 
law' of marriage. All lehgiom ha\ e attempted, 
in .some form or other, to,regulate this most in¬ 
teresting of all contracts. It is tlie institution 
of Nature, the foundation of socic:ty, and the 
means by which the succession to each, otlier 
of the gencratuins of nr.en is legulated ; and ac - 
bordingly, the adjustment of it.s foim, and c,f its 
duties, has b 9 cn ovcrjrioked by no Icgislatoi, 
whether he has assumed the chaiacter ol a-pm- 
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phet, or iliercly of 'i pi nice 7,1^0 leligic ii <1 
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M ahoiiiel icprcsents the production •(>£' childiv 
to j^lonFy God as a .sacred duty. It authorises 
lliis duty to be FuHilled by jioly,u,amy, that is, Vjy 
tlie juarriajje of a man to severifl women. "I'li.s 
law, however, whicli *1 kis iTecessarily been re¬ 
ceived in all the crounlries in A.sia that have 
adoptetl tlie IVlaliometan faith, lias a powerful 
tendency to produce a permanent inferiority of 
thamcler in a people, and, a constant tenden¬ 
cy to anarchy and rev*olution in tlicdr /’overn- 
men t. 

It IS ])ro]rable that this law', upon the whole, 
facilitates population. It divides between the 
lich iuid the poor more equally tlian with us, 
that IS, in a belter proportion to their means, the 
e>cpence of rearing the futvuc gcneiation, as rich 
men, who can alfor>l to do so, wall naturally be 
led to have numerous families. Rut, at the 
same time, there can be no doubt that this law 
must have a povv7.n-ful tendency to leprossthc 
i.itelleclual impi^ivement of the jieojde. "i'iie 
ric li, in every country^ dwlatcilhe f.isinons of life; 
an«i ijy this institution a fashion is necessaiily 
ml i^)c! uc ed ,of ticalmj^ women with jealousy, 
.md x’lus <d sc'cluding <’tne lialf of the species 
ficin 'he oivLii'iii V soc:eiv*of the other. • Wtsmen. 
thus luit cT^yin ictncmcnt, must possess illiterate 
and unimproved charac't^s. 'I'hry must also be 
in a'gieat measure picvenlcd iV^iin canning on 
my pait of the busin^’^^• of Id'c. h'lom thieve 
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circumstanc.es, more evils will arise than are at 
first obvious. One-half of society, instead of 
being useful, will become a burden upon the in¬ 
dustry of the dlhcr. A secluded and unsocial 
life is introduced ; and as che powers of man ai e 
best improved by the intercourse of society, a 
considerable difficulty is thrown in the way of 
the enlargement of the human faculties. Besides 
this, the ignorance and the imbecility of one- 
half of the species cannot'fail to alTect tlic other. 

Asiatic retires frdni the' management of liis 
business to the society of an unintelligent and 
weak being, who neither sees nor knows any 
thing of the world or its affairs. In such society 
he must relinquish his reason and his rational 
faculties before he can enjoy much satisfaction 
In such society, however, he was educatcil du 
ring his first years, and a great jiart of his time 
must necessa'rily be spent. He cannot fly from 
it to the house of a friend, fof no fiiend can re¬ 
ceive him ; and he can receive nobody freely 
into his dwelling, least his female prisoners 
should be seen. This, at least, is the case witli 
all those who live not in Spacious mansions with 
a variety of apartments. In such a state of so¬ 
ciety, it 13 impossible that many men cai/ac- 
quire or long preserve raucli zeal ^r scientific 
pursuits, or that the iq^^provement of literature 
and of ingeniouf arts c^n be very earnestly cul- 
t^vatpd. 
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Xhese effects of the law, which regulates 
mestic M^ciety, appear even to the most carclci 
observer of an Asiatic city. It occupies a large 
extent of territory, because eacla family secludes 
itself from every ottser. aEvery house is sur¬ 
rounded by a wall, and stands in an inclosed 
area. Jfach famdy thus fortifies itself, as witJiin 
a rampart, against the intrusion of ahU neigh¬ 
bours. Hence it has happened that no attempt 
has ever been made lU Tfie cities of Asia to esta¬ 
blish a free form of ^ovetnment, even wheru^e 
‘people were driven to despair by the severest 
oppression. Xhere exists not that rapid com¬ 
munication of sentiment which takes place 
where society is more intimately bleridcd, by 
trhich men are led to repose sufficient confi¬ 
dence in each ot^cr, to believe that they can 
act under the mere authority of public pactions 
or law's without the interposition 'of a master. 
Xhe mode of erecting their dwellings also ex¬ 
plains the wonderful stories told us by the an¬ 
cient writers of the pmmense extent of JBabylon 
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a*d of Nineveh. It also accounts for the great 
tracts of territory wdijch in modern times are oc- 
cuj^ed by the Asiatic cities. This circumstance 
h'cik gveally contributed to expose tjiem to the 
enterprizi^iyof invacl,crs. The extent of tRfeir 
w alls, in proportion to^ie popt^ation they con¬ 
tain, renders the defent^ of iliem difficult or im- 

A 

possible. 
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^.^'1 he law of polygamy has alsso had a very 
fatal effect upon the Asiatic gov'crnnients, and 
has been one of the most ordinary means of in¬ 
troducing anarchy into them. Their princes 
have families by numbers^of women. Tach of 
the female favourites of the reigning monarch 
attempts to establish her ou n children in the 
most ad^’^antageous s^uations. Mence the Asia¬ 
tic courts are at all tSties occupied by an endless 
tissue of dangerous intrigues. Attempts arc of¬ 
ten successfully made to i.npire an old man 
with jealousy of his eldest son, the apparent heir. 
The knowledge of the existence of such at¬ 
tempts, or even of the possibility of their exist¬ 
ence, and of the fatal effects which they may 
produce in a despotic government, disposes all 
the sons of the prince to v-^tch the conduct 
both of him and of each other with the utmost 
jealousy. This jealousy is apt to burst out into 
open rebellion, and frequently does so. At all 
events, upon the death of an Asiatic monarch, 
his numerous sons, whose riyalship, hatred, and 
jealousy of each other have hitherto been coix 
fined within decent boundg, openly break out 
into violence. A younger brother know s that 
he is hated by the elder, w'ho is now becorre his 
maefter. In defence of his owm existence, there- 
fore, he is comjoclled to^av^ recouise to arms, 
and to win a crown, or siL.bmit to destruction. In 
this way the successor of an Asiatic prince has 
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\)l:ten to begin r<Sgn by struggyng agabs ^ 
considerable number of desperate rebellions ' 
and must wade to the throne through the blood* 
of his nearest kindred. As siAzcess does not al- 
ways attend the am* of «he elder brother, the 
law of primogeniture, being frequently violated, 
loses Its importance in the estimation ol" the 
multitude. Xhe royal far^Iy itself, cCVered as 
Its members must be with.parricides and crimes, 
cannot be greatly rospected by the people, in 
whose eyes success <ind victory become tl>e««uly 
' undoubted titles to obedience. Powerful sub¬ 
jects, therefore, or enterprising military leaders, 
are frequently tempted to disi'egard the claims 
of the reigning family, and to appeal to the for¬ 
etime of aims as a title to dominion. When suc¬ 


cessful, they find^ a people, distracted by civil 
wairs, and by the pretensions of different candi¬ 
dates, ready to acquiesce in any government that 
can bestow' uponf them a temporary repose. 

Kven should, a reigning family escape these 
obvious calamities which lay waste the territories 
Ql' a nation, and overthrow its prosperity by 


crimes and by'sangujnary civil contests, there are 
o^i^r evils by^which the law of polygamy more 
gradually, tho’ not moie certainly, ^undermines 
*the safei^vof ^the stqte. Xhe founder of a n%w 


dynasty orrace of prices is usually an ambith 
ous and artful military Vhief. ^ Plis first succes¬ 
sors, educ.atcd in an aative reign, “and anxious 
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UiS^fcure their dubious atfthority, perhaps re- 
Refmble him in talents and energy. Xime, how¬ 
ever, soon sanctifies their right to the throne, 
though originally •founded in usurpation. Xhe 
monarch, now placed^ in security, indulges in 
that Itixu.y fo*which he is tempted by his situa¬ 
tion ^and luxury, where polygamy exists, has 
more powerful and d^gcrous attractions, and is 
attended with more pfernicious eftects, than else- 
'where^ Xhis kind of luxury, above all others, 
lea^^j^to an indolent life., andf >o the production 
of an ignorant and an unintelligent character. 
Xhe prince is led to shut himself up among a 
crowd of eunuchs and women, from whose society 
he can derive no improvement, and to whose 
councils and passions he is ultimately led to in¬ 
trust the most important alfai^s of his govern¬ 
ment. Xhe armies of the state are soon neglec. 
ted by a raonafeh whose favourites employ every 
art to inspire him with a disgust of the toils of 
war, thai he may the more easily be retained 
within the precincts of his palace, and under 
their management and influence. Xhe provin. 
ces are subjected to the most ruinous exactions 
to gratify their avaricp ; and every place of pub- 
lid trust comes to be filled by men who ureJeP- 
not to administer the public but to 

extort large sums of mo^y from the people to 
be conveyed to tl^e favAirites that rule within, 
t-he palace. ' "Xhus the §tate experiences a rapid 






